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God is able to do above all things, beyond 
all measure (Eph. 3, 20)  

 

3,20 But to Him who is able to do above all things, more abundantly than we 
ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 3,21 to Him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. 

Eph. 3, 20-21 

Author: Adolf Heller, excerpted from his article "Vom Vermögen Gottes und 
vom Unvermögen des Feindes (kahal.de)" (On God's Ability and the Enemy's 
Inability) 

This is again a word of the fortune of God, a part of the fortune inventory of 
God! There are standards of men as well as of angels (Rev. 21:17). But with the 
church, with us, the members of the body of Christ, God does not act according 
to the measure of men and not according to the measure of angels, but He acts 
beyond the measure! That means: the standards are not sufficient at all! It is as 
if I wanted to say to a child: Here you have a ruler, which is 25 cm long, and 
now take the ruler and measure once how far the moon is away from the 
earth! You start at the bottom: 25 cm, 50 cm, 75 cm, etc., until you get to the 
moon! How long do you think it will take the child? - Professor Rohrbach once 
says: If the Lord Jesus would have moved away from the earth at His ascension 
with the speed of light - that is 300 000 km per second - and would have risen 
to the throne of God, then He would not be at the throne of God today yet! 
(Scientifically seen.) But now it is written: He sits at the right hand of God and 
He uses Himself there for us with inexpressible sighs and gives thanks for us 
("first of all I give thanks always") and asks for us! So He is there. From this we 
see that the standards of God are far beyond all earthly standards. That is why 
it is said: "beyond measure more than what we ask or think". 

So when we pray, we may say, "O God, Your ability is so great that it far, far 
surpasses even the boldest requests and the boldest understanding and 
comprehension. Lord, we thank You for it!" We say not only, "Lord, act 
according to our faith," but, "Do more than we believe and understand!" 

We once read that King Solomon gave gifts to the queen of Sheba according to 
two standards (1Con 10:13). One standard was what she desired, asked for, 
requested. She said, "I like this!" - "Well, you can have that" - "And I like that" - 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/061-AH-VUF.pdf
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"Well, you can have that too"; not true, when women make purchases,, they 
can use anything! He gave her first according to her desire, and then beyond 
that, according to His bounty, according to His ability, according to the 
wideness of His heart! So not only according to her measure, but also according 
to his measure he gave her gifts. - Do you believe that our God has as much 
love interest in us, the firstfruits bought by blood through the cross of His Son, 
as Solomon had interest in the Queen of Sheba? Do you believe that? 
(Agreement.) But I believe that too! 

Pray as much as you can - ask of God as mighty things come into your mind - 
understand as far as your mind is able to grasp something of the essence and 
the richness and the ability of God, but know: God always acts beyond that - 
beyond measure more! 

This word in Ephesians 3:20 has already become a lifeline to many people who 
were in depression and despair. Dear brothers and sisters, remember it and 
apply it when you meet with such depressed, melancholic, anxious, 
despondent, collapsing people - and there are more of them around us than we 
know! We have a task on them. "Whoever knows how to do good and does not 
do it, to him it is sin!" (Jam. 4, 17.) If you can solve a person by a word, by a 
kind look, by a word of God, by an exhortation or encouragement, and you do 
not do it - it is sin! Sin is not primarily the evil we do, sin is the good we do not 
do and yet could do! Brethren, before this word we must all capitulate and 
confess ourselves guilty. And it is good if we do that. Then God can start anew 
and make our hearts wide and joyful again, showing us that it deeply matters 
not what we do, but what He does! 

God is able to do everything! 

Earlier I asked: "Who can tell me in one word what God is able to do?" and you 
rightly answered: everything. I would like to prove this to you now on the basis 
of the Scriptures, so that no one gets the idea: "Brother Heller is talking himself 
into an enthusiasm and wants to infect the others with it" - oh no, I don't want 
that; I would like to tell you the word so clearly and life-bringing, so firmly 
anchored, that it becomes a power and a mission and a joy for you, which will 
never leave you again! It is always a profound experience for me when I meet 
pupils or students who were in my school 40 or 50 years ago and who tell me: 
"Mr. Heller, I can never forget the word you told us back then in religion class, 
or in German class, or in geography class!" Back then, in geography class, I 
asked the students, "Do you know where the sea is deepest? - And do you also 
know what is in there, where the sea is deepest? - That's where our sin is! For 
sin is sunk into the depth of the sea (Micah 7:19). - And what else is there? - 
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The people who have given offense to another (Luk 17:2)." - How can one, 
teaching about the depths of the oceans, say the Gospel! 

Now I have to give you a proof or a series of proofs for this 8th point, not on 
the basis of my experiences, but on the basis of the Scriptures, that God is able 
to do everything. In Job 42:2, Job answers the Lord and says, "I know that You 
are able to do all things, and no purpose can be denied You!" What is God able 
to do? Everything. And how many undertakings are denied Him? None. No 
angel, no devil, and not even you yourself, can frustrate His plans and 
purposes. Pray like this for once, instead of complaining and lamenting or 
babbling, pray like Job for once: "I know that You are able to do everything, and 
no purpose can be denied You!" And then a burning desire will awaken in your 
heart to learn from the Scriptures what God's purposes are, what He intends, 
what His will is. 

Another Scripture reference is in Jeremiah 32:27: "Behold, I am Jehovah, the 
God of all flesh; should any thing be impossible to Me?" - The God name 
Jehovah or Yahweh means, I am the Holy One who never changes, who never 
overturns, weakens, denies His purposes; I am who I am. Further, in this word 
He is called "the God of all flesh." He is not only the God of spirits and souls - 
that is He -, He is also the God of the flesh. Even the most unruly thing that 
exists becomes subject and obedient to Him; for He has authority over all flesh 
(John 17:2), - even over your flesh and my flesh. We have no authority over our 
flesh; no man has authority over his flesh; but God has authority over all flesh! 
Our tongue, for example, is a piece of flesh that no man can subdue (Jam. 3, 8); 
but God can subdue it, for He is the "God of all flesh". 

A third scripture is in Matthew 19:26: "Jesus looked at them and said to them: 
With men this is impossible (namely, for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
heaven, one who is still rich and proud, of virtue and achievement and dignity), 
but with God all things are possible." God makes the impossible possible. "The 
impossible to the law God did by sending His Son ..." (Rom. 8, 3). 

I read another word about the all-sufficiency of God, Jude 24: "But to Him who 
is able to keep you without stumbling, and to present you faultless before His 
glory..." - Why do we make so little use of this ability of God to preserve us 
without stumbling? Because we do not believe, because we do not know God. 
We do not have this ability, but He has it! And we should make use of this 
ability by telephone, by the telephone of prayer, and should say: "O God, You 
can preserve me now, so that I do not fall into my favorite sin! I cannot 
preserve myself, I am sold to sin, and the evil I do not want to do, I do, and the 
good I want to do, I do not; O God, I turn now to Your fortune! Thou art rich, 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

7| 188 

 

abundant, and able to preserve me!" That's how we're supposed to pray! This 
is how I often pray. I appeal to the all-sufficiency of God. 

As the last scripture I mention Philippians 3:20-21: "Our citizenship is in the 
heavens, from whence we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, who will 
transform our body of lowliness into conformity with His body of glory, 
according to the effective power (the energy of His dynamism) with which He is 
able to make the universe obedient to Himself. (Literally translated.) With this 
power, with which He makes the All obedient to Himself, He can also conform 
us to the Son! This is the ability of God. Do you believe in this ability of God, 
brother and sister? Are you ready to make use of this power? Oh, we would like 
to learn it! 

Complete article by Adolf Heller: Of God's ability and the enemy's inability 
(kahal.de) 
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Enoch walked with God (Hebr. 11, 5.6)  

 

"By faith Enoch was caught up, that he should not see death, and he was not 
found, because God had caught him up; for before the rapture he had the 
testimony that he was pleasing to God. But without faith it is impossible to 
please Him; for he that draweth nigh unto God must believe that He  
is, and is  
a rewarder of  
them that seek Him."  

Heb 11:5,6 

 
"Enoch lived 65 years and begat Methusalah. And Enoch walked with God after 
he begat Methusalah, 300 years, and begat sons and daughters. And all the 
days of Enoch were 365 years. And Enoch walked with God;  
and he was no more, for God took him away." 

Genesis 5:21-24. 

Author: Missionary Robert Schadt, Langensteinbacher Höhe (After a word 
service in Berlin) 

Enoch lived in the midst of a time of apostasy. His name means "offered" or 
"consecrated". In that time of rapid apostasy - four times it is written in Genesis 
6:11, 12 that it was a godless time - the parents of this Enoch must have known 
and felt something of the fact that God is there and wants people. And 
therefore they dedicated their son to God. In the midst of a declining age, he 
was the only witness of the living God. - We highlight five points:  

• the time in which he lived; 
• his faith; 
• its change; 
• his message; 
• his reward. 

1. the time of Enoch 

When Jesus says in Luk 17, 26. 27: "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be 
in the days of the Son of Man: they did eat, they drank, they married, they 
were given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the ark, and the 
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flood came and destroyed them all", this shows us the time and environment 
of Enoch, as it also gives us a picture of our days. Paul draws a similar picture in 
2 Tim. 3, 1-9. The church today has to go through many tensions and 
difficulties. It became important to me in the night hours: We can be wide in 
knowledge and have an abundance of thoughts; but if the Spirit does not 
manage to make it come alive in us in such a way that it becomes a strength for 
us in our everyday life, then we will all not get through with our knowledge in 
the years to come. What we need is to grow into God's thoughts, which the 
Holy Spirit opens up for us. 

Just like us today, Enoch was also in a time of apostasy. Our text says that 
Enoch fathered a son when he was 65 years old. After that, he walked with 
God. So the 65th year in his life must have been the great turning point. He 
must have experienced something with God there. 

2 The faith of Enoch 

"By faith!" - this is the testimony that Enoch brought and that is pronounced 
about him in the Letter to the Hebrews. In a time that had no written word, 
when they passed on only orally what Adam told them of Paradise and of the 
expulsion and of the cherub with the flame of the circling sword, a man in a 
godless environment begins to reach for the hands of the living God. He 
believed! He knew about the cherub that separates him from God, but in faith 
he crosses this dividing line and knows for the first time: God looks at him who 
believes in Him! The very first thing that we too must do is to stretch out our 
hands to the living God, that He may become a reality in our lives and 
transform them. Enoch believed in this God. 

3. the change of Enoch 

Enoch was pleasant with God through faith, and God in His kindness leaned 
down and spoke to him. We may imagine this as it was in paradise when God 
had the conversation with Adam and Eve. In Amos, 3, 3 it says: "Do two walk 
together, unless they have agreed?" Here a man walks with the living God! 

Also in Genesis 18 we see how a man has a conversation with God. When those 
three men came to Abraham, he prepared a dish for them, and they ate. Then 
two men went down to Sodom, but one stayed behind, and then it says, "But 
Abraham still stood before Jehovah." (Gen. 18:22.) This was the Christ of the 
Old Testament, who says in the 17th verse, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I 
will do?" 
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Enoch also had a change with God. From the age of 65, he transformed his 
entire life. He then lived another 300 years, standing in the middle of a time of 
apostasy as a family man and patriarch, but he walked with God. Now and then 
people come to me and say, "I'm standing in such a godless environment, I 
can't get through!" But that is only because of us , not because of God! Because 
this Enoch stood in the middle of a godless time and walked with his God. The 
secret of such a walk is that when God takes a step, Enoch takes a step; when 
God stops, Enoch stops; when God waits, Enoch waits. - When two friends 
walk, neither jumps five meters ahead of the other, but it is, as it says in Amos, 
a walking together. This is what moved the heart of God, that He found a man 
to walk with Him. And this is what God expects of us in our days as well. The 
circumstances in which He has placed us are different; but whether we are 
poor or rich, have this or that occupation, He expects all of us to begin to walk 
with Him. Then I walk with Him not only here in the meeting room, but 
everywhere! Even in places where we are not known, our highest concern 
should be to please Him. 

Enoch walked with God. In a time of apostasy, he had the courage and strength 
in faith to swim against the tide. We are often inclined to compromise. God is 
looking for people who will walk without compromise, who will honor Him in 
faith and try to walk a holy walk. Then, though times may be dark and difficult, 
we have a God who can carry through. 

4. the message of Enoch 

In the last letter in Scripture, the Epistle of Jude, we read vv. 14 and 15: "Now 
Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, 'Behold, the 
Lord is come in the midst of His holy thousands to execute judgment against all, 
and to utterly convict all their ungodly...'". Have you ever noticed that Enoch is 
the first herald of the returning Christ? In a time of apostasy, God reveals to 
him something of His glory. There he has a vision and beholds the coming 
Christ with His saints. This was the message, the testimony he had to proclaim 
to a perishing world. 

We also talk a lot about the return of Christ, often I have the impression: too 
much. It comes so easily from our lips. When we think of all that is in store for 
our world in the future, a secret trembling comes over us, and perhaps the 
desire is secretly awakened - as with the king of Judah (Is. 39, 8; cf. 1. Kon. 
11,12): but not in my time! 

Because Enoch walked with God, God revealed to him what was to come. The 
more we have contact with the Lord, the more He opens up His Word to us and 
makes it come alive. When I read about His transfiguration in Matth. 17, I 
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always have the impression: We will not get through if a bright ray from God's 
eternity does not greet us now and then and ignite us anew. When you sit and 
ponder over the Word, it can suddenly happen that eternity enters into time 
and the living God addresses you. Then you get a whole new vision of the 
Scriptures, and by virtue of this vision you can then continue to walk. That was 
what Enoch experienced. 

We, as God's children, must not be blinded these days by the economic boom 
and all the beauty in this world. We must see the great thoughts of God. 
Whoever knows the letters of Paul and reads, for example, 2 Thessalonians 2, 
knows that the Antichrist is coming and that the world is going into night and 
distress and judgment. We are to live out and witness something in our time 
about the returning Lord who saves us from the wrath to come, but who leads 
the world into judgment. 

5 The reward of Enoch 

"Without faith it is impossible to please Him; for he who draws near to God 
must believe that He is, and is a rewarder of those who seek Him," we read in 
Heb. 11:6. 

We strongly emphasize the truth of election in our assemblies. But that is only 
one side. The other side is that of reward, of crowning. Paul speaks of this in 1 
Cor. 3:12-15; 9:24; Phil. 3:10-12; 2 Tim. 4:79. According to these passages, what 
matters is how I run, whether I keep my eye on the goal. God holds a reward, a 
battle prize before us. We should walk in such a way that we obtain the 
reward. This is how an Enoch walked his way in those days. He did not look at 
the time, but looked beyond it and saw the coming Lord and the reward. 

What was his reward? "By faith Enoch was caught up," says Hebr. 11, 5. The 
Bible readers notice that Enoch was a man from the world of nations. Abraham 
was not yet chosen. Until Genesis 11 the line of God runs with the whole 
mankind. If here on the soil of the world of nations the Rapture is spoken of for 
the first time, then we find here the great mystery hinted at, which Paul has to 
bring to the Gentiles. Like Enoch, this man from the world of nations, the 
seventh from Adam, today a great congregation of God is waiting for the day of 
the Rapture. Then the reward will be distributed. Enoch walked with God. He 
lived a godly life and was a witness of the living God in the midst of a godless 
world. 

God never reaches out to the masses in our time. He takes out here and there 
someone who believes in Him. He always makes history with the individual! If 
the men of the Old Testament gave themselves to Him in this way, then we 
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too, who have experienced something of the glory of Jesus Christ, should 
always give our lives to Him anew. And it should be our request: Make 
something of me to the praise of Your glory, whatever may come! 

Amen. 
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About peace (John 14:27)  

 

"Peace I leave you, my peace I give you. I do not give you as the world gives. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  

Joh. 14, 27 

Author: Karl Merz, based on his article of the same name at GuH 

In a work about the 1000-year empire it says: "Peace! Everywhere we hear this 
word. Be it that it is spoken in bitter scorn or hot longing, with joyful 
confidence or with a weary heart, but as a desirable goal more than ever the 
goal stands before every individual: peace!" Then it is proved that this goal in 
its comprehensive meaning, however, will be reached only by the returning 
Lord. Erich Sauer once aptly calls Him the arbitrator among the nations and the 
patron of peace. Yes, "There cannot be peace until Jesus' love triumphs, until 
this circle of the earth lies at His feet". This is true at least with regard to the 
peace of nations. Peace of heart, however, can already be had by the individual 
today. 

1. what conditions him. The above word was spoken by the Lord shortly before 
his death. He was about to leave this world and return to the Father. He 
informed His disciples of this. But what was to become of them now? They had 
to see themselves defenceless and helplessly exposed to the hatred of the 
world. It is true that the Lord spoke of sending them a changed Paraclete 
(comforter, helper, advocate). Nevertheless, an understandable restlessness 
wanted to take hold of their hearts. The situation in which we find ourselves 
today is very similar. There is a great storm on the sea of nations, and the wind 
and the waves also beat against our little ship. 

2. who bequeaths him. The Lord Jesus in the circle of disciples also outwardly 
took approximately the position of a father. From there we understand best 
what He means when He says: "Peace I leave (actually: bequeath) to you." He 
cannot leave earthly riches to His own, but He can leave something that is 
worth much more than these, namely peace. And indeed He wants it to be 
understood as a fruit of His sacrificial death; see Romans 5:1. "Do you have 
peace?" is how people used to ask people in our circles. The meaning was this: 
Are you at peace inside? Yes, "Do you have Jesus, do you have peace? Soul, tell 
me, do you have it?" 
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3. what it consists of. Peace has already been described as inner well-being and 
outer security. And this is not incorrect. But perhaps it is even better to say that 
peace is harmony, namely harmony of man with God, harmony with himself 
and harmony with others. But how do I get there? Only by giving up all 
resistance against God. I. let myself be reconciled with Him through Christ and 
now have fellowship with Him again. As a result, my brokenness is healed and I 
do my best to keep peace with all people. Doesn't all this apply to you? 

4. what he is guarding against. The disciples had been frightened and anxious 
by the utterances that the Lord had made. Therefore, He communicates His 
peace to them. As calm as He was in all situations, so calm they should be able 
to be. After all, He gives not only the peace of conscience, but also that of the 
soul, which is often so restless in the storms of life. And He gives differently 
than the world does. The latter, to be sure, greets: "Peace be with you!" But it 
is not capable of actually communicating it. The Lord is different. His peace 
keeps (not: preserves, that is, may preserve) our hearts and minds in Him, Phil. 
4, 7. O that we might experience this even more in our troubled times! We 
know "Des Wanderers Nachtlied" by Goethe. He gave it to Mrs. v. Stein to read. 
She showed it to her mother, who wrote underneath: "Joh. 14, 27." How 
Goethe's cry of longing still grips many today: "Sweet peace, come, oh come 
into my breast!" We answer: "And if you want it, the Lord will give it to you! 
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Lost (Luk 9, 25)  

 

After all, what good is it for a person if he gains the whole world but loses or 
harms himself?  

Luk 9, 25 

Author: Karl Geyer, based on his articles of the same name at GuH 

When God created man, He created him in His image and after His likeness 
(Gen. l, 26. 27). He made him ruler over all the works of his hands. 

In order for man to be a representative of God on earth, able to understand 
both the animal world subordinated to him and his lord and client, the living 
God, he had to carry the essence of both on him. The side of man facing the 
creature was flesh, the side facing God was spirit. Therefore, God did not 
create man in the same way as the animals. With them the creator word of God 
is simply: "Let the earth bring forth living creatures after their kind: cattle and 
worms and beasts of the earth after my kind" (Gen. l, 24), or: "And God said: 
"The 

Let the waters be filled with the multitude of living creatures" (Genesis 1:20). 
With the human being, who needs as a personal being not only environmental 
consciousness, which is mediated and grasped by the soul, and which the 
animals also have, which also have a soul, but superworld - and God 
consciousness, which is mediated only by the spirit, it was not enough to let the 
earth produce something by a creator word, but for the creation of the human 
being in the image and likeness of God it was necessary that God himself stood 
as a model to his own image and breathed into him his spirit breath. (Compare 
Rev. 13, 15! There is the counter-image. There the Antichrist is given power by 
the power of Satan to give breath (spirit) to the image of the beast, so that the 
image of the beast also spoke). 

That, what lifts a creature out of the state of the animal, of the purely 
creaturely and makes it a personality, is the spirit. Spirit is God-given, not 
created, is therefore existing, lasting, eternal, not having become. 

How it must have been to the first man to walk between the creatures as the 
only being which carried time and eternity in itself, united heavenly and earthly 
in itself, had uncreated, divine-spiritual in itself dwell in a created body! With 
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the animals the body-soul connected him, with God the spiritual. Thus he 
became the intersection of both worlds, the visible and the invisible, and 
carried both essence and form in himself. 

That was mediation between God and the world. Man, the image of God, 
destined to be the ruler over all things! No thing excluded! The whole universe 
put under his feet! (Hebr. 2, 5-9; 1. Joh. 3, 2. 3; Psalm 8; 1. Cor. 6, 2. 3, Rom. 8, 
18-23; Rev. ff, 14; 18, 20; Joh. 14, 12 a. v. a.) Compare also Rev. l, 5. 6; 5, 9. 10. 

Thus man went his way at the beginning of his career as king of the earth and 
as prince of God. The spirit from God, which was breathed into him, was not 
yet clouded and dampened by sin and guilt. He saw through all created things 
by virtue of his indwelling spirit, which searches all things, even the depths of 
the Godhead (1 Cor 210), and saw the essence of things. Therefore he was able 
to give names to the animals, which described their nature and expressed their 
purpose (Gen. 2, 10). 

But then came sin. Man separated himself from God in unbelief and 
disobedience and became a slave to the serpent whose will he had done and to 
whom he thereby became a servant (Rom. 5, 19; 6, 16). The Holy Spirit, which 
is only given to those who obey God (Ap. 5, 32), had no more room in the slave 
of Satan and sin. The lamp of the lawless goes out (Prov. 13, 9). The lawless are 
darkened in mind, and their sense of thought (nous) is corrupted (Rom. l, 18-
32; note especially verses 23, 25 and 28). See also Eph. 4:17-19. 

But God covered his disgraced image with a skin and hair coat, which we still 
wear as a body of humiliation with all its constrictions, its misery, its fear and 
shame, and from which we long to finally come out again, like a convict longs 
to be allowed to wear honest clothes again and to be able to take off the prison 
garment. (Compare Gen. 3, 2l with Hebr. 10, 20, where the flesh is called a 
curtain or cloak! Note also that when the Lord laid aside His fleshly body during 
the work of redemption to be clothed again with the glory of God (Joh. 17, 5; 
Phil. 2, 6-8), the curtain in the temple was torn!) Read also Phil. 3, 20-21; Rom. 
8, 23; 1. Petr, l, 4. 

Since the disgraced image of God was covered with the garment of humiliation, 
the fleshly body of lowliness, the hair-skin cloak, man has been denied insight 
into the invisible world, into the kingdom of light. Darkened in mind, dead in 
forgiveness and sins, mankind goes its way. The lawlessness increases until it 
finds its personal representation in the end times in the man of sin, the lawless 
one, the Antichrist. With the approaching full measure of sin also the darkness 
on earth becomes denser and denser. Through this, however, the measure of 
insight becomes smaller and smaller. Only there, where people are born anew, 
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where a new creation out of water and spirit takes place, God sets a new 
beginning and leads people out of the darkness to the light and reveals to these 
people, who have broken through from the darkness to the light, those things 
in which the natural or spiritual understanding of the world is not possible. 

Man, the psychikos has no insight (1. Cor. 2, 6-16). See also Joh, 16, 12-14; 1. 
Joh. 2, 27; 5, 20; Joh. 7, 38. 39; Rom. 8, 14 and others - But the masses go 
deeper and deeper ways of being lost and dark. Thus the original ability to see 
into the invisible world of the eternal being is fading more and more 
completely, so that the human being of today no longer has the clarity of 
understanding that he had in the beginning. We are only able to remember 
dimly, in fact, we have only a dull foreboding in us that once upon a time there 
was a state of light in which man had fellowship with God in a wilderness 
(Eden) to which access is closed to us. Once man was a beautiful flower in the 
garden of God, which he had to cultivate and preserve. Then came sin, and as 
its consequence, death. The reaper death mowed down the flower. The grass 
withered, and the flower fell off, and its place it knew no more. And over this 
withered flower, God in His unspeakable mercy hung the mantle of lowliness 
and humiliation, covering the shame of our nakedness, i.e. the stigma of our 
guilt, so that it would no longer be seen by the angels who desire to see into all 
these things. 

The loss of spiritual insight into everything is the greatest loss that man could 
suffer as a creature. It means the relapse into animalism. Because without the 
spirit people are only animals (Eccl. 3, 18). The end of the development, which 
is a further development of the fall, a sliding down on the sloping level of being 
detached from God, is the revelation of everything animal in man in the world 
kingdom of the beast (Rev. 13-19). 

What spiritual poverty is therefore revealed in the word of the spiritually blind: 
"I believe only what I see! Without knowing it, the unbelief confesses that it is 
not able to look into the eternal, the existing. 

In his helplessness and darkness he does not even recognize the greatness of 
the loss. And yet this is also good, because it is an act of mercy 

God's grace that He does not burden man in the state of being lost with the 
burden of knowledge and the permanent remembrance of the greatness of his 
loss, but covers everything in merciful darkness until the time is fulfilled that 
the cover that is spread over all the lost, over all Gentile nations, is taken away 
from them (Is. 25, 7; Job 19, 26; Rom. 8, 19- 23). To the believer this cover is 
taken away in Christ (2 Cor. 3, 11- 13. 18). He looks into the invisible, into the 
abiding (2 Cor 4:18). From here he recognizes in retrospect what was lost 
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through the fall and experiences step by step the renewal of his mind, his sense 
of thinking, his nous (from noeo = to think) and with it that ability of knowledge 
and insight into everything, that spiritual ability of perception and examination, 
which belong to the essence of light (Phil, l, 9-11; Rom. 12, 2; Eph. 4, 23 and 
others). 

Only the man to whom God, according to the measure of the restitution, gave 
again these gifts and powers in the new creation and strengthens and increases 
them in the continuous transformation and renewal of the sense of thinking, 
recognizes step by step the greatness of the loss according to the degree of the 
inner transformation. But it is a positive recognition, because he may recognize 
the extent of what was lost by the measure of what was given again. More is 
not bearable for us at once in the weak and earthen vessel of our body. With 
the growth of faith and with increasing spiritual maturity, we are able to bear 
what was previously unbearable for us without breaking. - Böhmerle once 
confessed: "The most difficult thing in my life were the direct glimpses into the 
kingdom of darkness." If this was so difficult for him, who undoubtedly had the 
gift of a seer and prophet, how much more so for those who are only little 
children in the faith and still need milk! They would perish under such insights 
into the nature of darkness. And for all of us the burden we have to bear is 
enough. The glory of the one who is restored is greater than the glory of the 
one who is lost, because in addition to the possession of these faculties that 
have been restored to us, we now have the experience and the consciousness 
of being wrong and right, together with the realization that only in God is that 
which is perfect and good, and together with the will to never again want to go 
the wrong way. And above all, the realization of the greatness of His grace, 
which overflowed in the very place where sin was powerful. Yes, not only the 
knowledge of this grace, but its essential possession, so that we can reign 
royally in life through the supremacy of grace! And that even now in this weak 
vessel! How much more when, after the redemption of the body, the full 
dignity of sonship will be revealed! 

Thus, the restored glory of the lost is joined by the glory flowing out of the trial 
and probation. In addition, God restores everything manifold. And since all life 
is growth, the increase of glory is infinite, so that the weight of exuberant glory 
that came from all the suffering we have to endure as a result of the losses 
cannot be compared with the measure of tribulation, which is temporal and so 
short and small compared to eternity that there is no standard of comparison 
between the two (2 Cor. 4:16-18; Rom. 8:17, 18; 1 Pet. 1:3-7). 

This restitution of what was stolen and lost (Psalm 69:4; in Luther verse 5) 
came about because the Son of Man came to save what was lost (Matth. 
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18:11). What Adam, man, lost through his sin, Christ, the Son of Man, brought 
back through his righteousness. The full redemption of this promise happens 
when God sends us the previously ordained Christ, "whom of course heaven 
must receive until the times of the restoration of all things, of which God has 
spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old" (Ap. 3, 21). Then he 
makes everything new (Rev. 21, 4. 5). No curse, nothing banished will be 
anymore (Rev. 22, 3). He who pursues everything that is lost until He finds it, 
brings it home to the Father, so that God may be all in all (1 Cor. 15, 27, 28). 
Then the longing of all creatures is fulfilled and all beings are raised to the same 
glorious freedom as the sons of God (Rom 8:19-21). "And every creature that is 
in the heavens, and on the earth, and under the earth, and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, I heard say, To him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the 
Lamb, blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, for ever and ever" (Rev. 
5:13). Every knee bows to Him, and every tongue confesses that He is the Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11; Isa. 45:22-24). 
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Saving power (Rom. 5, 9-10)  

 

"...redeemed with the precious blood of Christ."  

1 Petr, l, 19 

9 How much more, then, having now been justified by his blood, will we be 
saved from wrath through him! 10 For if we have been reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son while we were still enemies, how much more will 
we, as reconciled ones, be saved through his life! 

Rom. 5, 9-10 

"They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb."  

Rev. 12, 11 

Author: Karl Geyer, after his article of the same name in GuH 

A person who is bleeding to death can be helped if healthy blood of the same 
type or blood group is supplied to him. If this is neglected, he dies. Then it is of 
no use if one makes the most beautiful explanations about the nature of life 
after the occurrence of death. The dead no longer hears them and is no longer 
awakened and saved by them. 

Speeches cannot save a dying person. No one is freed from the power of death 
by words. They cannot take away the cause of death, sin. Only the power of the 
blood helps here. 

If it is a matter of saving a dying person, do not hesitate to keep him alive by 
giving your blood. Do not withhold your offer because you may be ashamed to 
offer the final help or because you understand little or nothing of the workings 
of this revival through a blood transfusion. In view of the seriousness of death, 
such vanity would be a crime. 

A world is dying around us. There are more than enough theories that contain 
suggestions for a temporary improvement of the hopeless situation. But none 
of them can give lasting help. With the most beautiful religious concepts and 
dogmas and the most tortuous theological and philosophical explanations you 
are not able to awaken a spiritually dead person to life. 
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But one gave his blood for the salvation of the many. Here is the power that can 
help all and bring about true blood purification and give true life over which no 
death has any power. This is "Good News" for the dying. The Gospel is God's 
power for salvation to every believer. The Son of the Father of glory came down 
from heaven to accept the wretchedness of our flesh and blood and to suffer 
the death of the curse wood to save you and me. That was proof of love! 

And you and me? - What do we do? - 

Are we ashamed to proclaim to those who are dying in their sins the good news 
that one gave his blood for their salvation, and that we ourselves are living 
witnesses that one can pass from death to life? - — 

And to whom should we bring this good news of the saving power of Christ's 
blood and the glorious salvation that God has prepared for us in his love? - 
Where is the limit of our proclamation? - — 

Romans l:14 gives us the answer, "I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 
barbarians, both to the wise and to the unwise." 

May the Eternal Faithful make it manifest in you and me that the same 
effective power by which he brought the Son of Love back from the dead may 
now have an effect and be displayed in us as believers, so that the power by 
which we ourselves were saved may also bring salvation to others through our 
living testimony! 
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Scouting (Deuteronomy 13:17-25)  

 

17 Now when Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, he said to them: 
Go up here on the south side and go up on the hill country;18 and look at the 
land as it is, and the people who dwell in it, whether they are strong or weak, 
few or numerous,19 and what kind of land it is in which they dwell, whether it 
is good or bad, and what kind of cities it is in which they dwell, whether they 
dwell in open settlements or in fortified cities,20 and what kind of land it is, 
whether it is fat or lean, and whether there are trees in it or not. Be bold and 
take of the fruits of the land! Now it was the time of the first clusters of 
grapes.21 And they went up and scouted the land from the Desert of Zin to 
Rechob, from where you go to Hamath.22 And they went up on the south side 
and came as far as Hebron; there were Achiman, Sheshai and Talmai, sons of 
Enak. Now Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.23 And 
they came as far as the Valley of Eshcol, and there they cut off a vine with a 
bunch of grapes, and had them carried two by two on a pole, with 
pomegranates and figs also.24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol 
because of the bunch of grapes which the children of Israel cut off there.25 And 
after they had scouted the land for forty days, they returned. 

Genesis 13:17-25 

Author: Adolf Heller, after his article of the same name in GuH. 

Before all Israel entered the land of promise, scouts hurried ahead and 
explored Canaan and its fruit. They stayed in the Promised Land for forty days 
and brought back a huge bunch of grapes, pomegranates and figs. 

Already the purely historical-natural consideration of this incident is captivating 
and instructive. Because the giant growth prevailing in Canaan at that time with 
plants and humans (verse 25, 32'b. 33), conditioned by the physical-chemically 
extremely effective destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire from the sky, 
thus by cosmic forces, repeated itself in completely similar way at the places, at 
which 1945 the first two atomic bombs were dropped. 

The spiritual meaning of these events is more important to us than the outward 
course of events. Before God leads the mass of his creatures to salvation, he 
takes care of the firstfruits, who are, as it were, scouts and witnesses of what it 
is like in the land of promise and what there is in it. Are we as the church of the 
body of Christ not already displaced in the midst of the heavenly worlds? (Eph. 
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2, 6.) However, only in faith and according to the spirit! But we too may reveal 
something of the fruit of the Spirit, just as those spies brought and revealed 
something of the fruit of the promised land. 

Grapes', pomegranates and figs, i.e. fruits which were not available in the 
desert, were brought back by those who were sent out. Thus, we too, as the 
firstfruits, may already participate in delicious blessings and goods of salvation, 
which are still to come for the masses, may penetrate through faith by means 
of the Word and the realm into heavenly spheres, of which the world knows 
nothing. 

We must not only see and report something of it, but also show and reveal 
something of the fruit. This is precisely how we prove the credibility of our 
testimony. The Lord's saying, "By their fruits you shall know them!" applied just 
as much to the messengers sent out by Moses as it does spiritually to us. - — 

What do grapes, pomegranates and figs mean? Like everything in Scripture, 
these fruits have symbolic meaning. Grapes are a picture of joy. "Wine 
gladdens the hearts of men and of angels," says God's Word. Jesus calls Himself 
the "Essential Vine," the true bringer of joy in this world of bitterness and 
despair. That is why joy is also called a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). As divine 
scouts, do we bring the fruit of holy joy with us when we return from our 
gatherings under the gospel, the message of joy, and from the solitary or 
common territory to the world around us to become its ambassadors and 
leaders? 

The pomegranate is an image of beauty and love. We can see this best from the 
Song of Songs. Let's just look up the following passages: "Like a slice of a 
grenade is your temple behind the veil. What arises from you is a pleasure 
garden of awns with noble fruits. We will set out early for the vineyards, we will 
see if the vine has budded, if the blossom has opened, if the grenades are 
blooming; there I will give you my love." (4. 3b. 13 a; 7, 12.) 

Do we also see from us something of the beauty of God and the love of Christ? 
Do we also water our beloved Lord with the "must of our grenades" (8:2b)? Do 
we spiritually experience what 6:11 says: "I went to see if the vine had budded, 
if the garnets were flourishing"? It is of profound significance that on the hem 
of the high priest's outer garment there was attached alternately a 
pomegranate and a clasp. If we want to know what this means, we need only 
read 1 Cor. 13:l. There, love and the resounding bell are placed side by side. 
Both belong together. Without love, words and works are worthless. But on the 
other hand, love urges and drives us to the presentation and unfolding of itself 
in word and work and all being. That is why pomegranates and bells are 
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present alternately in unison and holy harmony. How wonderfully God's Word 
explains itself when we lovingly immerse ourselves in its inexhaustible richness! 

The fig is a symbol of fertility because of its many seeds. The Lord expected 
fruit from the fig tree. The barren Israel under the curse is represented by a 
thorn bush, as a spirit bearer it is the olive tree, because the oil is an often used 
symbol of the Holy Spirit; but in its godly future fruitfulness it is called a fig tree. 

The lamentation of Joel l, 12 still applies to Israel and the great mass of 
mankind: "The vine is withered, and the fig tree withered, garnets, also palm 
tree and apple tree, all the trees of the field are withered: for withered is the 
joy of the children of men." But the time is not far off when in the Messianic 
Kingdom the glorious word of Joel 2:31, 22 will be literally fulfilled: "Fear not, 
earth; rejoice and be glad...Fear not, ye beasts of the field,...for the fig tree and 
the vine yield their fruit. 

What a privilege to be able to live a life of faith to the glory of God in Christ 
Jesus even now, and to be able to show off grapes, pomegranates and figs as 
fruit from the land of promise! With joy, love and fruitfulness the Lord wants to 
adorn and crown our lives in the midst of a world of sorrow, hatred and 
fruitlessness that ripens to ruin. May we be found here and there as godly 
scouts and ambassadors in Christ's stead! 
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Strength to overcome (Acts 1:8, Is. 40:29)  

 

"You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you. 

Acts l, 8. 

"He giveth strength to the weary, and to him that is without strength he 
offereth strength in abundance." 

Isa. 40, 29 

Author: Karl Geyer, after his article of the same name in GuH 

"For with you I will run against a multitude, and with my God I will leap over a 
wall" - "The God who girds me with strength and makes my way perfect."  
Psalm 18, 29. 32. 

When a person has experienced the forgiveness of his guilt, he is a little child in 
Christ. As such, he is eager for the pure and clean milk of the gospel, so that he 
may grow into salvation through it (1 Pet 2:2). He should not only be saved 
from the world of darkness (Egypt = darkness), but also saved through the 
desert and saved into the fertile land of promise. Through the clean and pure 
milk of the word of the Good News he will be brought into the age of 
discipleship, so that he will have the characteristics of a young man: victory 
over evil (1. Joh. 2, 12 -14). 

Many believers do not reach this stage of growth in Christ. They do not mix the 
word that is preached to them with faith (Hebr. 4:2). They are saved, have 
experienced the goodness of God and have made use of His grace again and 
again, but they were satisfied with the fact of their salvation and lived "forty 
years" (= earthly fulfillment) in the wilderness and also died there as infants in 
Christ. They should have been teachers according to the time, but they did not 
get beyond the elements of the beginning and spelled again and again at the 
first letters of the divine words (Hebr. 5, 12-14; 6, L 2). Saved like a fire from 
the fire, like a plumb line from Sodom, they go empty-handed without a proof 
of the Spirit and power, and at the end of their lives, when the time of their 
departure comes, they have assurance of salvation, but no crown assurance (2 
Tim. 4, 6-8). 

But the goal of all work and struggle is to lead to spiritual maturity, to full 
manhood in Christ (Col. l, 28. 29). 
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God is not pleased with anything unfinished. He wants to lead everything into 
the fullness of the overflowing life. After He brought His good will to fruition in 
us and freed us from the authority of darkness, He wants to bring His pleasing 
will to fruition in us in order to finally reveal the most perfect that His will can 
make of us (Rom. 12, 2). 

God wants to have a triumph in us, and not only there in the light, but already 
here on earth, where we are a spectacle to men and angels to represent his 
manifold wisdom. Evil, sin, is to be overcome in the flesh, so that God can 
always behold and celebrate new triumphs of his grace to that triumph which 
he constantly had before him when his only begotten in the flesh revealed and 
glorified the Father, in that also in our poor body tabernacle God is highly 
praised and glorified through his Spirit dwelling in us. 

The victorious life of discipleship has a prerequisite which, strange as it may 
seem, consists in breaking one's own strength in order to make room for the 
complete revelation of grace. Only there, where the complete need for help in 
all situations has become obvious and is recognized and acknowledged without 
reserve, God, through his spirit, permanently offers the strength to overcome. 

We may well claim his grace again and again in every individual case when we 
are in need. He also helps us, because his grace is mighty and rich over all who 
call upon him. But strength to overcome permanently does not yet mean this. 
Our weakness must have become completely apparent, otherwise the glory 
would be ours and not his. 

It takes a very, very long time until we ourselves recognize it completely and 
believe and admit that we cannot cope with sin (as inclination and desire) from 
within ourselves in a single area of life. We may be able, through asceticism and 
other means, to eliminate the symptoms of this most horrible of all blood 
diseases, but we are never sure that it will not burst out of its hiding place at 
the given moment, when the circumstances are favorable to it and unfavorable 
to us, and attack us and throw us to the ground. Because it is so difficult for us 
to realize that only grace is able to liberate, and that only through grace the 
heart becomes firm, and that only through the supremacy of grace can we 
reign royally in life, that is why God must leave us in exercise for so long. For his 
sake and ours, he cannot and must not break off this exercise any sooner, until 
we are detached from ourselves and hope only for the power of grace to reveal 
itself in our lives. Only then may we see and experience liberation. 

Strength to overcome is not found in ourselves. Even the believer who has 
forgiveness of sin has no power in himself to overcome sin now. This power is 
only in him who has overcome death, and he imparts it to us through his Holy 
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Spirit. The Spirit of life possesses the power to put to death the works of the 
flesh and to fulfill the righteous demands of the law in us. 

But this power is in the spirit, not in us! We can never overcome ourselves from 
here. We always remain in dependence on the spirit dwelling in us. He is the 
power of God in us. 

One can easily understand here without further ado why just such children of 
God, to whom the Lord could give deep glimpses of knowledge, must remain so 
long and thoroughly in the exercise and go their way in weakness. Only there, 
where the powerlessness of the creature has been completely revealed, it no 
longer disputes with God the honor due to him. That is why he allows his 
power to become effective only there where the weakness has been 
sufficiently, i.e. completely clarified. Therefore, the believer is strong in truth 
only when he boasts of his weakness. Paul therefore confesses, "When I am 
weak, then I am strong." Yes, he who was caught up to the third heaven, to 
paradise, was joined by an angel of Satan who was allowed to beat him with 
fists, so that this vessel of revelation of grace would not overpower itself. 

Deep in the heart of each of us hides the pride to sit on the throne at the 
appropriate moment. Even the work of grace in us is good enough for him to 
attribute it to himself and to boast about it. In this hidden pride lies the real 
cause of our most defeats. "Pride goeth before a fall" (Prov. 16:18). "But God 
gives grace to the humble." That is why all God's children who come to spiritual 
maturity must also walk such deep paths of humility, so that grace may also 
have a complete work in them. 

God overcame the world in the Son of love and judged sin in the Son. And only 
God can constantly bring about the same in us through His Spirit: judging sin in 
the flesh and overcoming the world (Rom. 8, 2-4). But the means to take hold 
of this victory is faith (1 John 5:4, 5; Joshua l:5; Col 2:15; Jos 2:9-11; Rom 8:51-
39; Eph 1:19-23; Col 2:10). May the Lord lead us all to this spiritual maturity 
according to the efficacy of His grace working in us in power! 
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Joseph ... was afraid ... so that it would be 
fulfilled (Matth. 2, 19-23)  

 

19 And when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph 
in Egypt in a dream20 and said, Arise, take the child and his mother unto thee, 
and go into the land of Israel: for they that sought the child's life are dead. 21 
So he got up, took the child and his mother to himself, and went into the land 
of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over Judea instead of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And following an instruction he 
received in a dream, he departed to the region of Galilee. 23 And when he 
arrived there, he settled in a town called Nazareth, so that what was spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

Matth. 2, 19-23 

Author: Adolf Heller, after his article of the same name in GuH 

It pleases our great, glorious God to make use of the most miserable means 
and 

The divine God is the one who uses the tools to carry out his all-surpassing love 
thoughts and salvation councils. Not radiant and imposing, but in human 
lamentation, tears of anguish and fear of death, divine things take place, which 
can only be evaluated from the heavenly point of view. In contemptible 
lowliness - Luther speaks of a "mummery of God"! - unrecognized by angels 
and men, worldly plans of salvation and completion are realized. 

Let us read Matth. 2, 19-23 and underline the words: "Joseph... was afraid . . . 
that it might be fulfilled," we find a fact incomprehensible to our human 
thinking and feeling, a fact incomprehensible to our religious-moral pharisaism. 

Almost a hundred times in the holy scriptures we are urged by God's voice, by 
the mouths of angels and men, not to be afraid. The Lord not only commands 
us to be confident and joyful (2 Cor. 13:11; Joshua l:9; Luther text), but also 
puts despondency, cowardice or fear on a par with disobedience, defilement, 
murder, fornication, sorcery, idolatry and lies (Rev. 21:8). For fear, at its 
deepest level, is nothing other than distrust of God. 

And now we read that Joseph did not obey the command of the master angel 
to go to Judea out of fear, but went to Galilee with divine permission, which 
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had been given to him because of his weakness. Thereby, however, he became 
an instrument for the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy without his 
knowledge and will. 

What may seem to us at first glance as God's yielding and weakness is in reality 
a proof of His love and faithfulness. He knows what kind of made we are; he 
remembers that we are dust (Ps. 103, 14). That is why he seemingly takes care 
of our shortcomings and folly. In truth, however, he also uses our errors and 
detours, on the one hand, for our humiliation and salvation and, on the other 
hand, for the achievement of everything that he had planned before the 
foundation of the world, that it should happen. Who would blame him for this? 
Verily, his ways are unsearchable! (Romans 11:33.) 
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God's inner purposes (Phil. 3, 13-14)  

 

Brethren, I do not consider myself to have grasped it; but one thing : I forget 
what is behind, and reach out to what is before me, and chase toward the goal, 
the battle prize of the heavenly calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Phil. 3, 13-14 

Author: Adolf Heller, excerpted from his article of the same name in GuH  

Many people become misguided about God because they know nothing of His 
inner purposes. They see only hardship and misery, suffer from the injustice 
and hatred of their environment and despair of change and themselves. Finally, 
their tormented life seems so senseless to them that they are no longer able to 
believe in a God of omnipotence, wisdom and love. 

We experience this again and again, and not only among the outspoken worldly 
people, but also among those who have been awakened, even among many 
who considered themselves to be truly "pious" for years or even decades. 
Everyone has to go through the painful experience of Ps. 73, 2-16 once, so that 
his trust is based on God alone. This happens mostly by learning to spiritually 
understand the holy purposes of all earthly hardships, the divine inner goals of 
all world events and to affirm them by faith (cf. verse 17-28!). 

Only children and fools see a dentist as an evil man who wants to torture poor 
people on his torture chair and takes pleasure in their pain. Do we not often, 
spiritually speaking, resemble such children and fools? Only when we have 
looked into God's heart do we begin to understand His wonderful tender love 
and care, to taste His goodness and faithfulness, and to comprehend His inner 
purposes. How unspeakably arduous, how; bitter and humiliating was the way 
Israel was led and is still led to this very hour! Especially the forty-year 
wilderness journey seems to have been a senseless torment to our natural 
senses. But how does God look at the matter? What was his hidden inner goal? 
In Deut. 8:2-5. 16 b we read about it: "You shall remember all the way which 
the Lord your God made you wander these forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble you, to try you, to know what is in your heart, whether you would 
observe his commandments or not. And he humbled thee, and caused thee to 
hunger; and he fed thee with the Man, which thou knewest not, neither did thy 
fathers know, to make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone, but 
that man liveth by all that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord. Your 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

31| 188 

 

garment has not fallen apart on you, and your foot has not swollen these forty 
years. Know then in' your heart that as a man disciplines his son, so the Lord 
your God disciplines you . . . to try thee, that he may prosper thee in thy end." 

This wonderful insight into the purpose of our sufferings and hardships, this 
vision of delicious inner goals, shines even brighter in the New Testament. Let 
us think, for example, of the well-known word in 1 Cor. 5:5, where Paul, with 
apostolic authority, hands over a sinner to Satan for the destruction of the 
flesh. If there were a point here, fear and horror would fill our hearts 
unceasingly. But it goes on, and the following words reveal to us the purpose, 
the inner aim of this measure which seems so cruel: ". . . that the spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus." Not endless punishment or annihilation, 
but salvation is the purpose of God when he chastises so sharply. Only those 
who grasp such connections in faith can become and remain joyful from the 
heart even in the midst of the distress and destruction that burns around us. 

Or let us turn a few pages further in our letter to the Corinthians and read 9, 
25-27: Paul speaks here of an almost desperate struggle in a "total 
commitment". What it means when a person or a people uses everything and 
makes every sacrifice and the end and result is only agony and ruin, we have all 
experienced on our own bodies, It is therefore quite understandable that times 
after wars and catastrophes are always times of freedom of the flesh and the 
rapture of sin. One wants to make up for what one has neglected, since every 
moral attitude of renunciation and sacrifice proved to be senseless foolishness 
and one was not only ridiculed but even punished for it. 

But how completely different the situation becomes when you know that no 
sacrifice you made for the sake of God and Jesus is in vain! Our struggle of faith 
does not consist of strokes of the air. The enemy is really thrown down and 
defeated, and the imperishable crown of glory is waiting for us. Only those who 
have been given the introspection of God's ultimate goals can joyfully endure 
injustice and poverty, humiliation and slander. 

The same context can be seen in 2 Cor. 12, 7. An angel of Satan, a messenger of 
hell, was allowed to beat Paul with his fists. Whether it was an ugly, painful eye 
ailment or some other disease, we do not know. In any case, Paul was anything 
but a celebrated, admired "leader" who never lacked for welfare, possessions 
and enjoyment. The very opposite was the case! The reason for this humiliation 
was that the apostle was in danger of exalting himself because of the high 
revelations he had received. His Lord wanted to save him from this and chose 
the way of poverty, weakness and lowliness for this purpose, because, humanly 
speaking, there was no other way. Do we not also, you and I, want to say "Yes, 
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Father!" with all our heart to the bitterness and hardships that God, in His 
wisdom and love, placed in our lives? Oh, that we could! How blessed we 
would be, and how fruitful and blessed would be our hidden service to the 
poorest and least of this world! 

The apostle handed such people over to Satan, who pushed away their good 
conscience and suffered shipwreck in their faith. In what in detail this 

Surrendered to the enemy, we do not know exactly. It was probably an 
exclusion from the community, perhaps associated with pain, illness and 
mental suffering. It may have been different depending on the case at hand. 
What such apostates endured was obvious to all. Hidden, however, was the 
purpose, the divine inner goal of such a measure. They were to be freed from 
their blasphemies (Dächsel: their shameful speeches); only for this purpose the 
sharp discipline served, to which they were subjected by the divine authority of 
the apostle (1. Tim. l, 20). 

The wisdom of God's ways, the planned, well-considered arrangement of all 
cosmic events to a higher goal, the alternation of joy and sorrow, of misery and 
refreshment, "of honor and dishonor, of evil rumor and good rumor" (2 Cor. 6, 
8) has a profound purpose of such great and blessed magnitude that we are 
not even able to grasp it in the wretchedness of our present body and soul life: 
the divine purpose of all the leading of our life is summed up in the three little 
words "for our glory" (1 Cor. 2, 7)! Here every lamentation and every complaint 
against repulsive people or circumstances must fall silent; here faith can only 
be deeply bowed and blessedly silent and worshipful. 

Why did even the Son of God have to be humbled and taste the bitterness of 
death among the angels, the messengers and servants of the throne, whom 
God charges with folly and who veil their faces in His radiance of light? He, "for 
whose sake the universe is and through whom the universe is" (Heb. 2:10 a), 
made many sons of God through his suffering and brought them to glory (verse 
10 b). Now he is "crowned with honor and glory" (verse 9 a). It was grace, a 
favor and a show of love from God that he tasted death for all (verse 9b). 

The natural man gladly renounces such a "favor" and "grace", but the spiritual 
man, who has seen something of the inner purposes of God and has tasted the 
powers and wonders of that essential world, confesses with Paul: "I forget 
what is behind and reach out to what is before me; I hasten toward the goal set 
before me, toward the prize of victory up there, to the reception of which God 
has called me in Christ Jesus". (Phil. 3, 13 b. 14 according to the Mühlheim 
translation). 
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Jesus, the beginner and perfecter of faith, saw two things before him: shame 
and joy (Hebr. 12:2). Joy was the still distant inner goal of God, shame, on the 
other hand, was the path that his tired, dust-covered feet walked daily and that 
led him to the cursing wood of deepest shame. It may also be translated thus, 
"Instead of the joy set before him, he endured the cross and did not despise 
the shame." This gives a deep, precious meaning. Christ, as a sinless man to 
whom death had no right, could have entered immediately into the joy of the 
restored full communion of God. Then he would have been spared the shame 
of dishonoring criminal death. But he does not! He endures the cross and 
disregards, i.e. does not pay attention to the disgrace. 

But what enables him to go this way? Our text tells us: the view of the joy 
ahead of him. He knew about the coming eons of completion and joy. He also 
knew that he was entitled to them. But he did not want to usurp all that was 
rightfully his and his due. Just as he did not hold on to God's equality like a 
robbery, i.e. as something that was absolutely his own (in war robbery and 
booty were rightful, untouchable property of the victor!), but gave it away, so 
he did not want to take it back earlier and also not in a different way than God 
had decreed. And the divine order was the cross! The Lord had the authority to 
do both: to leave His life and to take it back (Joh. 10, 18). Also in this testimony 
we encounter the term entolä - inner goal. Christ made use of these two 
powers to realize divine inner goals at the right time and hour and in the right 
way. 

Because Jesus saw the hidden, essential inner goal of joy, he was able to walk 
the path of shame and suffering. If already - we speak humanly - our 
transfigured head needed the inner vision of divine joy to walk his path 
prescribed by the Father, how much more we, who are so blind and shy of 
suffering, so alienated from God and selfish! In this light, let us understand why 
the enemy cares so much about getting out of the 

joy, the glad tidings of our salvation and our glory, by mixing up a series of 
threatening legal demands, with which he drives the awakened and faithful 
into inferiority burdens and fear? He who has truly understood the deep, pure 
sound of the Gospel, who knows something of the joy ordained by God before 
us, goes his way to the goal with praise and thanksgiving, heedless of the 
hardships and bitterness which the Father of love in his wisdom has allotted to 
us. To this end, may God make His marvelous inner purposes shine ever more 
clearly and substantially upon us, so that in truth we may become those who 
seek and think of those things which are above, where the Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God (Col. 3:1). 
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Overflowing love (Phil. 1:9)  

 

And this is what I pray for, that your love may overflow even more and more in 
knowledge and all judgment. 

Phil. 1,9 

Author: Adolf Heller, excerpted from his article of the same name in GuH 

The love of God poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:t) 
wants and should overflow. For "whose vessel is filled, whereof it gusheth and 
overfloweth!" But in what does love overflow. Not in feelings and sensations, in 
vows and resolutions, but in knowledge and all understanding, as it is written in 
Phil, 1, 9: "For this I pray, that your love may overflow still more and more in 
knowledge and all understanding." 

Cognition is more than knowledge, than mere knowing. It is profoundly an act 
of love through which new life is begotten. If we read Genesis 4, 1. 17. 25; 1. 
Sam. 1, 19; Matth, 1, 25 (to name only 5 of the 18 passages of Scripture that 
speak of knowledge as an act of procreation), we will understand what 
knowledge means in the deepest sense. 

Knowledge and insight are not at all theoretical intellect things, for example a 
kind of Christian philosophy. On the contrary! The purpose of the overflowing 
love given in the following verse, in Phil. l, 10, tells us very clearly what it is 
ultimately about. It is a matter of examining what deserves preference in a 
given case, not in order to have a momentary gain of pleasure and advantage, 
but in order to stand there in the day of Christ unoffended and pure. Then we 
are to be found not only justified, to whom Christ's righteousness has been 
imputed by faith, but such as are "filled with the fruit of righteousness." There 
is a righteousness imputed by faith in the sacrificial work in an instant, which 
saves us; a righteousness practically lived out and acted out in daily obedience, 
which sanctifies us; and a righteousness displayed and crowned before Christ's 
and God's throne, which perfects us. The religious-mental man, who exists in all 
organizations and circles, yes, who is often even the leader, sees only one side, 
applies the standard of his natural-earthly reason to the truths of God existing 
in the holy "both-as-well-as" and with his human-logical "neither-or" zealously 
favors one or the other extreme, declaring everyone who does not share his 
narrow vision to be a false teacher. God in mercy protect us from this! 
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According to the context of Phil. 1, 9-11, our love overflowing in knowledge and 
all insight should lead us to a thorough examination and to a fair, 
unobjectionable walk, so that we may be filled with the "fruit of righteousness" 
wrought by Jesus Christ (and not by ourselves 1), i.e. be completely full, and 
that all this may be done to the glory and praise of God. Here, everyone gets 
his money's worth: the Christian epistemologist, the believer who presses for 
practical sanctification, and the goal-seeker to whom ultimate truths of 
perfection have been opened up. May the Lord grant us the exuberance of love 
that produces such delicious fruits for the glory of the Father and for our 
happiness! 

The overflowing of love is outwardly visible against the comrades of faith and 
against all people. For "if anyone says I love God, and he hates his brother, he is 
a liar. For he that loveth not his brother whom he seeth, cannot love God 
whom he seeth not." (1 John 4:20.) Therefore Paul exhorts in 1 Thess. 3:12, 
"Let the Lord make you complete and overflowing in love toward one another 
and toward all!" Therefore, we should not only be filled with God's love 
(agapä), but we should overflow with it. 

The Apostle to the Gentiles, who is our teacher and example, may, under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, add to his exhortation the bold words: "just as we 
also do to you"! He sets himself as an example with regard to the overflowing 
of the love of God. Who among us could do the same? 

We must not forget that in the early church, besides miraculous power effects 
of the Spirit, there was much poverty, weakness, yes, sin. It was not much 
different than it is today in Christian circles, whether they are churches, free 
churches, Christian associations or brother and house churches. And 
nevertheless, yes, perhaps just because of this, the love of God should overflow 
from our hearts and lives to these foolish (stupid or simple-minded), weak 
(meager or powerless), ignoble (lowly or ordinary), despised (unworthy or 
dishonorable) and nobodies or zeros (original text of 1 Cor. l, 27. 28) by carrying 
and comforting, sharing and offering earthly and spiritual gifts. 

And this should not only be the case "among each other", but also "against all"! 
But this is only possible if one is allowed to believe and to grasp that God loves 
his creation essentially and always, because his very real being is profoundly 
spirit and light and love and flesh, darkness and hate cannot have endless 
existence. If God really once wants to be and becomes everything in all, then 
he comes according to his own intention and oath through death and 
damnation, judgment and grace with all his beings and worlds to the goal of 
perfection. For how could God also demand and expect of us that we let his 
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love overflow towards all, if he himself would not be willing or able to do so in 
the same way? 

If God works in us and accordingly expects us to become overflowing in faith, 
hope and love, He Himself certainly is more than that. Whoever has recognized 
the law and the prophets, the teachings and admonitions of the Old and New 
Testaments through the Holy Spirit as self-revelations of the Father and the 
Son, becomes overflowing in thanksgiving and holy joy, because he knows that 
God, who is blissful in Himself, will really and essentially be all in all one day. 
Happy is he who may grasp this on the basis of the Scriptures and keep it in 
humble faith, losing himself in God! Who knows how soon we shall be able to 
behold and enjoy, possess and administer in undreamed-of fullness that which 
we are now, in trembling weakness, only able to glimpse darkly from the words 
of the sacred books! "God, my God, I cannot believe what bliss this will be!"  



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

38| 188 

 

Remember the prisoners as fellow 
prisoners! (Hebr. 13,3)  

 

Remember the prisoners, as fellow prisoners! 

Hebr. 13, 3 

Author: Karl Geyer, from GuH 

When one member suffers, all the members suffer with it (1 Cor. 12:26). We 
are one body in Christ and are members of one another. What concerns the 
body concerns each member, and what concerns one member concerns the 
whole body. The Holy Spirit dwells in each member. Suffering and joy of each 
member of the body are communicated by the Spirit to the whole body, so that 
all the members sympathize. Thus we often suffer and do not know why; thus 
we often rejoice and have no explanation for it from our own life and 
experience. In the beginning of our life of faith we feel all this more 
unconsciously. As we mature, however, we recognize more and more clearly, 
admonished by the Word and the Spirit, that these are experiences that affect 
the entire body, even if at first they apply only to a single member. Through our 
incorporation into the body of Christ, we feel everything that concerns the 
whole body or one of its members. Every sensation of this kind should lead us 
to a conscious remembrance. Even if we do not know the suffering individual 
member and often do not even know the nature of its sufferings, we 
nevertheless remember all the members in heartfelt intercession as soon as 
the Spirit reminds us of them. "With the heart of Christ Jesus (Phil, l, 8; Gal. 2, 
20) we embrace them all (2. Cor. 11, 28. 29). 

But when we are consciously reminded of certain and well-known sufferings of 
the brethren, we remember all the more definitely and clearly and firmly their 
distress and bring everything before the face of Him who is faithfully concerned 
for His body. Moreover, the tribulation of those who suffer adversity reminds 
us that we ourselves are still in the body, and that everything they experience 
can be ours tomorrow. 

Nobody can escape the events of this world course. The escape of the 
appearances takes place in furious change. The god and prince of this aeon is a 
deceiver. He does not let the unbelievers come to rest and to the reflection. 
Faster than the shadowy images on the cinema screen the 
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Impressions of the events of the time are gone. Where is there any solid 
ground besides Christ that does not waver? - — 

We are placed in this world and suffer along with it in order to be able to 
comfort and solve our future tasks according to God once later on. 

In this world, Christ suffered and died. In this world, his messengers, the 
apostles, suffered and died. In this world, even today, uncounted by men, but 
known to God, many brothers suffer for the sake of His name. It must be 
remembered that most believers do not suffer at the hands of the gross world, 
but at the hands of the religious world, just as Christ was killed or condemned 
by the religious leaders of his people. 

Evil reaches its full measure only on the religious level. The Antichrist sits down 
in the temple and lets himself be worshipped as God, claiming: "I am the 
Christ." The sin in the spirit is worse than the sin in the flesh, because the flesh 
is always only tool, only executing organ, the spirit however is conscious leader, 
which causes with its will decision only the execution or causes. That is why the 
tax collectors and fornicators go ahead of the Pharisees and scribes into the 
kingdom of heaven. Sin in the flesh happens out of weakness and often 
unconsciously; sin in the spirit is consciously willed, is sin as a principle, is 
rebellion against God, is wanting to be rid of God, is godlessness and 
lawlessness, is usurpation of the throne (compare: "This is the heir! Let us kill 
him, and the inheritance will be ours!"), is a resistance to the Holy Spirit, is lying 
against the Spirit and blasphemy against the Spirit. 

No true child of God is spared persecution for the sake of the Lord. We must 
enter the kingdom of God through much tribulation (Acts 14:22). According to 
the word of the Lord in Joh. 16, 2 they will exclude us from the synagogue, and 
those who kill us will think they are doing God a service. Without testing, faith 
has no weight. But it shall be purified by trials and found much more precious 
than gold refined in the fire. But there is one thing that every trial brings to our 
awareness, whether it is our own or that of the brethren: that we are fellow 
bodies with the Christ and members of one another (Eph. 3:6; 1 Cor. 12:12). 
This awareness obliges us to intercede for one another and to remember 
before the Lord all the suffering that passes over the brotherhood in this world. 
Should God not hear the cries of His elect? (Luk 18, 7.) 

But in a special way we should remember the prisoners! Not only should we 
remember the brethren, but all people (1 Tim 2:1). There is no country on earth 
where there are not prisons. Yes, all the unsaved are prisoners of Satan, are 
slaves of the flesh and sin. And still deeper are the prisons of the underworld, 
where the captives languish, in the pit where there is no water. And these the 
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Lord remembered first after His resurrection, when He went in the spirit of the 
resurrection and preached the gospel to the spirits in prison in the lowest 
places of the earth (Eph. 4:8-10; 1 Pet. 3:18-20; Ps. 107:10-16; 1 Pet. 49 6; Zech. 
9:11, 12). To proclaim freedom to the captives and opening of the prison to the 
bound is an essential part of the Good News. And we should emulate the 
example he gave us. Therefore, we remember all the prisoners, both those on 
earth and those in the lowest places of the earth. 

The blessing of remembrance, however, benefits us first. Through the 
"suffering with" we become more deeply involved in the suffering community 
of Christ. Our spirit becomes willing to desire no more preference over the 
suffering brethren, yes> over the lot that was once given to the head here on 
earth (Phil. 3, 7-16). And through this we are granted another blessing; for 
through suffering and dying we bring forth the last and ripest fruit of eternity. 
An exuberant measure of glory is brought to us, which we already enjoy in 
faith, and which lifts us far above the hardships of this life and lets us go as 
victors and overcomers (2 Cor. 4, 16-18; Rom. 8, 18 -39). 

But faith worships before God and confesses before all creatures in the whole 
cosmos: "I am certain that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
principalities, neither things present nor things to come, nor powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
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Stand firm in the Lord (Phil. 4:1)  

 

Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand 
firm in the Lord, beloved! 

Phil. 4,1 

Author: Wolfgang Kernchen, his article of the same name in GuH 

Our apostle begins this substantial sentence with "therefore". Thus he has in 
view what has been said before. It is about our hope: Our Savior will come 
again soon and will transform our lowly body into the likeness of His glorious 
body (Phil. 3, 20.21). Paul sees the saints in Philippi already at the goal, and he 
wants to see this living hope already realized in the community. So he adds four 
delicious statements to the brother's name: Beloved - Desired - Joy - Crown.  

But first it should be clearly stated: This high name "brother" can in truth only 
be carried by those who come from Golgotha, who here have received 
forgiveness of sins and new, eternal life, redemption through the precious 
blood of Christ Jesus. From Golgotha = Gilgal we go to Bethel, to the house of 
God, to the fellowship of the saints (cf. 2 Kings 2:1-2). Here brotherhood is 
experienced and experienced, also in the way Paul describes it here: 

Beloved. This is not an emotional exuberance, but a word of truth. Together 
with other apostles and writers of the Word of God, he listened into the divine 
life and recognized: God is love. The Son is the bearer and revealer of this love. 
He, who from eternity has been in a communion of love with the Father, which 
never experienced a dimming, never a change of shade, came in the fullness of 
time and revealed the Father's love in a way that far exceeds all our thinking 
and feeling: ". . . and loved them, even as you have loved me" (John 17:23 b). 
Since God has poured out His love into our hearts through His Holy Spirit (Rom. 
5:5) and through prayer makes this love overflow (Phil. 1:9), and since in 
obedience to the truth we may purify our souls to unfeigned brotherly love, 
this statement of the apostle is not strange or unfamiliar to us, no, we 
gratefully join in this salutation: "beloved brethren", loved by God and also by 
us. 

Desired. This address is also only possible by listening into the divine, into the 
heart of the one who loves us. It was given to Paul. He could write to his 
Philippians: ". . . as I long for you all with the heart - the innermost part - of 
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Christ Jesus" (Phil. 1, 8). It is amazing that such a listening into the heart of our 
Lord and Head is possible, yes, even more amazing that in His heart there is a 
deep longing of love for all whom the Father has given Him. Whoever 
recognizes this may also carry this longing in his heart, he no longer avoids his 
brother, he rejoices in the encounter - out of longing. 

Joy. Paul may have thought of the goal here and also in the next statement. We 
take it from the 1st Epistle to the Thessalonians (2:19). In the unspeakably 
glorious day of Christ Jesus, his Thessalonians, his Philippians, and all who have 
believed through his ministry will be his joy. So it is fair for this apostle, who 
lives so strongly purposefully, that his brethren "today" are already his joy. But 
don't these saints still lack so many things? Most certainly. Paul says it 
immediately afterwards and in other places of his letters, but he looks to his 
Lord, who is able to add all that is lacking. Joy in the Lord is our strength and 
helps us a lot to deny the ungodly and to follow the word of the Lord. 
Therefore, Paul does not want to lord it over the faith of others, but to be co-
workers in their joy. Shared joy makes us rich. 

Crown. Yes, Paul knows that on the glorious day of Christ the Philippians will be 
his crown of glory (1 Thess. 2:19). How our great apostle may forget all the 
efforts of his restless work in the gospel of Christ - in view of this day! My 
brothers - my crown. 

Here we want to be encouraged to participate in this saving gospel, to be 
fellow fighters of the gospel and not only enjoyers. We want to pray that the 
Lord will show us how we can participate in the gospel of salvation, so that we 
too may one day join in this brotherly address. 

After this lovely brotherly address follows an important exhortation to those 
addressed: ". . . stand fast in the Lord, beloved."  
First, recall the conclusion of the Epistle to the Hebrews, "Now I beseech you, 
brethren, endure the word of exhortation!" (Heb. 13:22). Further, let us note: 
Exhortations to the members of His Body are made "in the Lord," they are 
expressions of their communion of life with Him in practical walk. Here it is a 
question of our representation. There we will all need exhortation! 
encouragement. On the other hand, the words "in Christ" refer to our 
innermost being, our being complete in Him, being brought to fullness. There 
the Scripture speaks of our position. We do not want to play one off against the 
other or even cancel it out. Scripture speaks of both, and we should "remain in 
the balance of divine truths," as our brother Adolf Heller used to say. 

"So stand fast in the Lord," Scripture tells us. "Stand firm" (stäkete) we find 10 
times in the NT, 7 times in Paul. How important it is for every child of God, 
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especially in our days, where new "teachings" reach us again and again, to 
stand firm, so that we are not driven to and fro by every wind of doctrine like 
minors, but hold on to the truth in love and grow up with all the saints towards 
Him, who is the head, the Christ (Eph. 4, 14 - 16). We feel our standing fast in 
the Lord has value and importance not only for ourselves, but also for our 
brother. When Paul writes, ". . . for now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord" (1 
Thess. 3, 8), we should add: how much more also we! We are one body and 
each member urgently needs the other. So we may say: the firmer the stand of 
the individual, the greater the growth, the maturity of the whole. 

Let us briefly look at some more words of our apostle about "stand firm". 

"Stand firm in faith" (1 Cor. 16:13). If God in His faithfulness has called us, He 
has endowed us with faith. This faith is designed to grow and requires daily 
nourishment of faith. This was the case with the Thessalonians, to whom Paul 
could write: "...because your faith grows exceedingly" (2 Thess. 1, 3). Such 
growth needs fortification, and it is granted to us in the fellowship of love with 
Him and with one another. Thus, the apostle always longs for the fellowship 
with all saints, because he knows about the so necessary mutual offering (Rom. 
1, 9-12). 

Freedom. "For liberty Christ hath set us free, stand fast now. . .” (Gal. 5, 1). 
What a precious thing this is, and precisely why it is so endangered; just think 
of Galatians 5:13! How easily we are in danger of misinterpreting this freedom 
for the sake of self-love, of giving it a place that Scripture does not even mean. 
We want to recognize that real, essential freedom can only arise from the bond 
with Him, the firmer the better. In the life of the Son in lowliness we see it 
clearly. In John 5 He says it twice: "I can do nothing of myself" (v. 19 u. 30). 
Thus speaks He through whom the worlds came to be! In the same chapter, 
however, we also see how this very life produces wonderful results; read the 
whole chapter on this. Truly, we need the exhortation: Stand firm in freedom! 

In spirit. “. . . that you may stand firm in one spirit" (Phil. 1, 27). The beginning 
of this verse: "Only walk worthily . . . " should be rendered more accurately 
(according to Dr. de Boor) as, "Lead your church life only worthy of the gospel." 
We saw already at the beginning: a brother belongs in the fellowship of the 
saints. Here is limitation, here is encouragement, strengthening, consolation, 
cooperation. Here is standing firm in one spirit, struggling along with one soul 
with the faith of the gospel. What a great task for a congregation that is made 
up of individuals. It will only be possible to carry it out if we personally stand 
firm in one spirit. Do we also need this encouragement? 
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Tradition / Instruction. "Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the traditions 
which ye have been taught" (2 Thess. 2:15). In our days we are facing 
dissolutions of orders that for centuries formed the solid foundation of our 
existence. The dissolutions are progressing rapidly and yet are only little seen 
and understood. If it only affected the world, it would be easier to bear. But we 
see more and more how the assemblies are also affected. Instead of mourning 
and repentance, which are few, they still praise it and enjoy the progress of our 
days. How one empties the Word of God is not noticed, because one has long 
since stripped the Scriptures of their divine authority and does it more and 
more every day. Whoever is also grieved for the sake of these things, may read 
2 Timothy 4:3 and Titus 2:1 and the following remarks about older men and 
women, young women and men. May we ask the question: Are we still 
speaking what befits sound doctrine, or are we excluding this sound doctrine 
from our preaching? But the command still applies: "But you speak what befits 
sound doctrine!" How necessary, especially in our days, is the encouragement 
to stand firm on this point. 

With our apostle, the "teacher of the nations", Paul, let us hold the conclusion 
of our verse and thus greet all those born of God: 

Beloved!  

God is love - and love never fades away. We worship Him over it and rejoice 
that one day everything will be subordinated to Him. As beloved of Him, we 
want to do it already today and stand firm in the Lord. 
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The dimension of God's love (Eph. 3, 18)  

 

"That ye may be able to comprehend fully with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know the love of Christ that passeth 
knowledge; that ye may be filled with all the fullness of God." 

Eph. 3, 18-19 

"Can you reach the depths of God, or fathom the nature of the Almighty? 
Higher than heaven, what can you do? Deeper than Sheol, what can you know? 
Longer than the earth is their measure, and wider than the sea." 

Job 11, 7-9 

Author: Adolf Heller, after his article of the same name 
https://data.kahal.de/pdf/495_AH__Die_Dimension_der_Liebe_Gottes_GuH.1
963.S209.pdf 

In Ephesians 3:14-21 we read a Pauline church prayer. Years ago, when I began 
to compare my prayer objects and goals with those of the apostle, I was 
shocked by the hollowness and superficiality of what I had asked for until then. 
How great and tremendous is what Paul asks for us from God! And if he is really 
a model and standard for us and not a fanatic who demands the impossible 
from God, then let us orient ourselves to him in the obedience of faith and 
become his imitators in accordance with his request in this piece!  

The apostle asks in Ephesians 3 that we be strengthened according to the 
riches of His glory (and not only according to our needs!) by His Spirit (not by 
soul-religious ceremonies!) in the inner (not the outer) man. The Christ should 
inhabit our hearts in such a way (not only dwell in a corner of our hearts, but 
inhabit them completely!) that we, rooted and founded in love (not only in the 
holiness and righteousness of God), are able to fully comprehend with all the 
saints (not only with those of our "direction") what is the length and breadth 
and depth and height, and recognize the love of the Christ that transcends 
knowledge, so that we may be filled to all the fullness of God. And now the 
apostle is not frightened by the unheard-of greatness of his prayer request, but 
increases it even more! He testifies that God is able to do far beyond all 
standards of our praying or thinking, and breaks out in adoring praise. Either 
Paul is now a rampant gusher, or else what is widely called the gospel is a poor 
product of our small faith compared to the mighty love intentions of our 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/495_AH__Die_Dimension_der_Liebe_Gottes_GuH.1963.S209.pdf
https://data.kahal.de/pdf/495_AH__Die_Dimension_der_Liebe_Gottes_GuH.1963.S209.pdf
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glorious Savior God. To whom God begins to reveal Himself in His fullness, he 
does not become self-confident and haughty, but small and poor in his eyes, 
but knows himself chosen, loved and abundantly blessed in Christ. - – 

Four extensions of love are spoken of here. All earthly things are only three-
dimensional, that is, they have length, width and height. But the nature of the 
Almighty is four-dimensional according to Job 11:7-9. There, just as in our 
scriptural word, there is talk of length, width, depth and height.  

1. the breadth of God's love  

The word platos means breadth or circumference. We should not only suspect 
and hope, but "fully grasp" who and what God's love embraces. We are not to 
avoid this divine invitation in apparent humility, but to comply with it to the 
praise of God. Of course, this is only possible if we are rooted and grounded in 
love, the very essence of our Father, and do not bring into the character of God 
a dichotomy between holiness and love, between judgment and grace. How 
many testimonies of Scripture tell us how broad and wide and all-embracing is 
the love of God! "So God loved the world ..." 

2. the length of God's love  

How long does God's love last? When does it exhaust itself? When does it dry 
up? How long does it pursue the lost? Until its patience runs out? Such 
questions border on blasphemy for one who truly knows God. Whereas wrath, 
judgment and damnation are God's ways to bring His darkened creation into 
order, love is His very real, innermost essence. It never stops! The more it 
wastes itself in overwhelming abundance, the richer it becomes. Compare 
Proverbs 11:24! Before the foundation of the world, it created the Christ-
guarantee of the substitutionary lamb (1. Petri l, 19. 20), on the basis of which 
God first called His creation into existence. Even before sin and corruption 
appeared, the panacea was already provided. Should such a wonderful wisdom 
of love fail in any way? Should He, who foreknew everything, not also have 
seen the end? Shouldn't His energies of love be sufficient to achieve His best 
glorious goals? Before the foundation of the world, love was already at work, 
revealed itself in its fullness on the cross of the Lamb of God and reaches far 
beyond all eternities. When the eons of judgment have passed and death and 
damnation have done their work in the great overall plan of God, then love 
shines in ever new form and development.  

3. the depth of God's love  
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How low does the love of God bow and bend? To whom ever the whole misery 
of mankind burned on the heart and the pangs and groans of creation 
penetrated into the soul, God gives an answer in the Holy Scripture. On the 
other hand, the arrogant I-converted man, whose bliss is only increased by the 
awareness that millions of creatures languish in endless torment and 
damnation, is not able to grasp the thoughts of God about it, because the 
essence of God, love, is foreign to him. He does not know what moved the 
heart of the Father when He sent His Son "to bring out prisoners from the 
dungeon, and from prison those who sit in darkness" (Is. 42:7). He cannot 
believe and grasp that "the inhabitants of darkness and the shadow of death, 
bound in misery and iron, because they were rebellious against the words of 
God and had despised the counsel of the Most High," when they are bowed 
down and stumble without helpers, cry out to Jehovah and are delivered from 
their tribulation (Ps. 107, 10-16!). Then it is fulfilled in the prisoners of the deep 
what we so often read of the various creatures: that God leads out of darkness 
and the shadow of death, breaks fetters, breaks brazen doors and shatters iron 
bars. Even the darkest darkness does not hide the fugitive from God's light-
filled presence! Read carefully Psalm 139:7-12! Truly, the poet is right when he 
sings:  

One only is light and love,  
Who stills the woe of creation and fills the dark depths of death  
With the light of life! 

No depth is too deep for Him, no darkness too dark, no dungeon bars too 
strong; like the good shepherd, He descends into the deepest abysses, dies an 
ignominious death on the cross as a dishonored criminal and does not rest until 
all that is lost is brought back. Faith worships the depth of God's love and 
becomes its selfless imitator.  

4. the height of God's love  

The breadth of God's love shows us who and what it encompasses, the length 
tells us how long it lasts, the depth testifies to the extent to which the holy, 
glorious love of God empties itself and descends, but the height reveals to the 
astonished gaze of faith the sheer inconceivable fullness of blessing and glory 
to which creation, still languishing in the depths of darkness, will be raised and 
transfigured.  

The Father, who does not treat the returning prodigal son as a pardoned 
criminal, but rushes to meet him and kisses him many times, giving him the 
robe of righteousness, the sandals of freedom (slaves went barefoot) and the 
signet ring of authority, is an image of the one who is the true Father over all 
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and everything. According to God's premeditated counsel and plan, we shall 
and do inherit the same glory as the only begotten Son possesses. But not only 
we as the Body of Christ shall and will be raised to this inconceivably high 
position, even creation, the whole creature "will be set free from the bondage 
of corruption to the freedom of the glory of the children of God" (Romans 8:20, 
21). Not only mankind, but all created things will attain the glory of the Father! 
How great and mighty are such promises! May we never doubt the truthfulness 
of Him who gave them! Would we never make Him a liar by unbelief!  

May God hear the apostle's prayer in our hearts and lives, and may we, with all 
the saints, fully comprehend the breadth, length, depth, and height, and know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that we may be filled with all 
the fullness of God.  

  



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

49| 188 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ as the 
dawn of cosmic renewal (Rev. 21, 5)  

 

"And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he saith 
: Write, for these words are sure and true." 

Rev. 21, 5 

Author: Adolf Heller (After a word service in Berlin) 

My brothers and sisters, saints and elect, and dear friends! Let me testify today 
about the cosmic, i.e. the earth-wide and world-spanning effect of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. We cannot appreciate this historical fact highly 
enough. What is contained in it is difficult to grasp with our darkened minds. 
Let me first place three words of God at the beginning: "But if the Spirit of Him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies (not only to the dead bodies!) 
because of His Spirit dwelling in you." Rom. 8,11 "If therefore you have been 
raised with the Christ, seek those things which are above, where the Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God" Col. 3, l "And He who sat on the throne said: 
'Behold, I make all things new' (or: I work out of all things an unheard-of work 
of art, overthrowing the existing orders)." Rev. 21:5 The beginning of the 
renewal of the universe was the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
Jesus makes all things new. The renewal process begins in our hearts and has as 
its basis the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. When the Lord Jesus rose 
from the dead, He did not ask Pontius Pilate or the spiritual leaders of Israel if 
He could do so. He also did not ask for the state seal on His tomb. Grave. (There 
are still states in America today where breaking open sealed wagons is 
punished by death through immediate shooting). Christ rose from the dead and 
broke the state seal on His tomb. He rose from the dead knowing that God's 
will and program are stronger than all human powers. And just as the Lord 
Jesus rose from the dead without the support of men at that time, we too 
stand in this world today and bear our testimony to men, in the power of the 
resurrection alone. Because the Easter message means for us: we are with Him. 
risen. The same power that raised Him from the dead dwells in us. And 
therefore we seek what is above. I will now try to put this work of renewal, 
which began with the resurrection of Jesus Christ, before our eyes in seven 
spirals in such a way that through the message something of the redeeming, 
blessing power of the resurrection falls into our hearts.  



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

50| 188 

 

1. a new heart  

God always starts from within, Therefore, this power of God begins to work in 
your heart and mine. "I will give them a new heart" (Ezek. 36, 26). From our old 
heart come murder, envy, adultery, false witness, blasphemy. Therefore, the 
power of the resurrection is first manifested in our hearts. We need this 
moving radiance of the risen Lord. Therefore, seek contact with the life forces 
of the Risen Lord! That which we are by nature remains as long as we are in this 
life. But the victorious power of the Risen Lord is able to hold our old nature in 
death, and we may receive new powers according to spirit, soul and body.  

2. a new tongue  

Another effect of this resurrection power must also take place on our tongue. 
Our tongue is like a fire that can set a whole forest on fire. But if we have the 
power of the resurrected Christ in us, then we praise and give thanks. If Christ 
had not been resurrected, then none of us could praise and extol God. But 
those who did so before, like Job, did so in view of the resurrection of the Son 
of God that was before them. Because Christ is risen and we are risen with Him, 
we can praise and give thanks, rejoice and exult. A new song is in our heart and 
on our lips. We may sing it in spite of all sorrow and suffering. If there is 
nothing of it in our lives, then we have not yet experienced the power of the 
resurrection. The new song creates the breakthrough from death into life.  

3. a new name  

A new content or a new name is associated with the new song on our tongue. 
Nomen est omen, says the Latin, i.e. in the name lies a meaning. The names of 
Scripture, for example, say something about the nature of the persons 
concerned. When a person becomes a new person, such a person in Scripture 
often also receives a different name, which reveals the new essence. Thus 
Abram was changed into Abraham. The "father of the height" became a "father 
of the multitude." This interpretation also applies to God the Father. He did not 
feel comfortable being alone; He wanted to be a father of the multitude. Thus, 
already in these two names, God's intention of love with His creation is 
revealed. However, we must first go through depths and fears before our new 
nature can break through. This is what happened in the life of Abraham. - Let 
us further think of Jacob, whose name was changed to "Israel". Jacob = the 
heel-holder, the crook, the cheat. That's who we all are by nature. Israel = the 
God-fighter. Jacob, the selfish crook, became the God-fighter! - And Saul, the 
covetous (or the covetous), became Paul = the little one. Is there still a Saul 
here? You can become a Paul!  
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4 . A new force  

The new name also reveals a new dynamic force. Statics and dynamics belong 
together. We need a firm, clear doctrinal structure in our lives, the static, so to 
speak. We need to know that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a fact. We hold 
on to these things and do not give in. But we also need the dynamic, the 
adaptability, the energy and the power to go with the static. We need to be 
able to be a Roman to the Romans and a Greek to the Greeks, as Paul puts it. 
Above all, we need the power of the resurrection (Phil. 3, 10). Isaiah 40:30 and 
31 says, "Youths grow weary and faint, and young men (who should be the 
image of strength) fall down; but those who wait on Jehovah gain new 
strength; they lift up their wings like eagles; they run and do not grow weary, 
they walk and do not tire." An eagle experiences renewed youth at about age 
60. I know this fact from an eagle researcher. (Compare "What Does Scripture 
Say About the Eagle?", "Grace and Glory" 1966, H. 2 and 3).  

We understand the word better now: "You will be young again like an eagle." 
(Ps. 103, 5.) "They run and do not grow weary, they walk and do not tire," this 
is what the power of the resurrection can do in our lives. It gives us strength to 
live, strength to carry, strength to obey, strength to rejoice in all suffering. 
Those who do not have this power should not boast of possessing the power of 
the resurrection! The resurrection of Jesus Christ must be visible in us; 
otherwise no one will believe us. We may reach out like Paul for this power of 
resurrection (Phil. 3, 10), which makes us young again like eagles.  

5 . A new man  

Scripture also knows the message of a new man. To this new man also belongs 
the new heart, the new tongue, the new name, the new power. However, this 
new man is profoundly not only an individual man, but he is the man whose 
head is Jesus Christ and whose body we are. He has created us - the believers 
from Israel and the nations - into a new man (Eph. 2, 15). We may be members 
of this new man. Christ is the head, we are the members, head and members 
together form the new man. What a powerful message this is! First our heart is 
renewed, then our tongue, then our being, then we experience new power and 
now grow as members into this new man. First you look into it, but then you 
grow into it.  

There are three channels through which we can have and keep the power of 
resurrection within us.  

These three channels are:  
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a) God's Word. We must read it and listen to it.  

b) Prayer. We must cultivate it alone and together.  

c) Fellowship. Where God has placed us, we are to faithfully practice fellowship 
with other children of God.  

When these three channels are blocked, we perish. The Word of God is the 
bread of life. One starves without bread. -Prayer is the breathing of the soul; 
without prayer one suffocates. -Without the holy glow of fellowship, one 
freezes to death. Therefore, these three channels are vital for us. The new man 
lives from them. But there is something else: the breaking of bread, the 
confession of sins, the profession of faith, and the service of the Lord.  

6. a new earth and new heavens  

Due to the resurrection of Jesus Christ there will also be a new earth (for Israel 
and the nations) and new heavens (for the church). Before our present world 
there was already a great creation (Genesis 1:1 and 2 Peter 3:5-7), from whose 
ruins our present creation consists. After the original creation and the present 
creation, however, there will be a third creation, the new creation. The new 
earth that will come is primarily for Israel. The new heavens outside the earth 
will then be the sphere of activity for the church of Jesus - God will one day 
rejoice over Israel. Will He also rejoice over us, His fullness Son? Most certainly. 
A mother rejoices over her whole child, not only over its head, So God rejoices 
not only over the head or the bride of His Son, but over His whole Christ, who 
consists of head and members.  

7. a new creation  

Not only earth and heaven, but the whole creation with all beings and worlds 
will be renewed once on the basis of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. God has 
promised this in clear words (Rev. 21, 5; Rom. 8, 21). In order to be able to see 
it already now in the spirit, we ourselves must have entered into a double 
"newness": a) into the newness of life (Rom. 6, 4) and b) into the newness of 
the spirit (Rom. 7, 6).  

In our mortal body the resurrection of Jesus Christ shall come to fruition. We 
will then receive a new heart, a new tongue, a new name, a new power, 
become a new man and may behold the new earth and the new heavens and 
the whole new creation. Praised and blessed be He who rose from the dead 
and with whom we are risen! Amen.  
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Judas Iscariot and the Love of God (Luke 
15:32)  

 

 "But it behooved thee to be glad and rejoice: for this thy brother was dead, 
and is alive again, and is lost, and is found." 

Luke 15, 32 

Author: Arthur Muhl, excerpts from his book of the same name 

  PDF: https://data.kahal.de/pdf/034-AM-JLG.pdf 

MP3: https://data.kahal.de/mp3/13300%20-%20A.Muhl%20-
%20%20Judas%20Iskariot%20und%20die%20Liebe%20Gottes.mp3 

"Judas" is the Greek form for the Hebrew spelling of the name "Judah." Both 
the progenitor Judah in the Old Covenant and this disciple of Jesus, as a son of 
his ancestor, carry, in New Testament terms, the na-men "Judas" and made 
their wonderful name shame instead of honor. For their common name means: 
"praise"! And yet we will see that the unfaithfulness of these two does not 
cancel the faithfulness of God. Jesus also washed the feet of Judas, and Judas 
also belongs to His own whom He loved to the end, and that even though Satan 
had already put it into Judas' heart to betray Him. How it must have burned 
with fiery coals in Judas, while Jesus washed his feet and he already carried the 
betrayal in his heart. This kindness of the Lord shown to him naturally makes 
his evil conduct even more reprehensible. Even more poignant testimony of 
Jesus' heart attitude toward Judas is revealed to us by the Spirit of God in Ps. 
55, the first verses of which vividly describe Jesus' soul struggles in 
Gethsemane. Then - from verse 12 on - the lamentation is directed again to the 
one person (of whom it was already said (Ps. 41, 6): "And when one comes to 
see me, he speaks falsehood, his heart gathers mischief -"), to Judas namely: 
"For it is not an enemy who mocks me, otherwise I would bear it." From Jesus' 
point of view, Judas is not His enemy even in this passage, but His friend, His 
comrade, His confidant. The fact that this very one stands up against Him and 
sneers at Him is so cruel to Jesus that it is unbearable even for Him. As long as 
His opponents scoffed at Him, He endured it. "Scorn has broken my heart" we 
read in Ps. 69, 20. And again the Spirit of God emphasizes the severity of this 
bitter experience: "It is not my hater who has done great things against me, 
otherwise I would hide myself from him" (Ps. 55, 12). What a bright light falls 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/034-AM-JLG.pdf
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here on both, on Jesus, whose faithfulness remains unbreakable, and on Judas, 
who, blinded in silver love, betrays his most wonderful friend. The words 
"Otherwise I would hide myself from him" correspond to the first lamented 
words "Otherwise I would bear it". Doesn't the strange behavior of Jesus 
appear quite clearly before our eyes: so often we read of Him that He withdrew 
from those who wanted to seize Him and hid Himself from them... why? They 
were really His haters. But at the hour when this One had become the leader 
and guide of those who wanted to seize Him, for the first time He did not 
withdraw and hide Himself from His persecutors. Perhaps the hardest speech 
concerning Judas we read in Joh. 17, 12: "And none of them is lost, but the son 
of the lost". 

What is to be said of this son of lostness? Many things of the goodness of Him 
before whom no thing is impossible, especially when it is necessary to search 
for the lost until He finds it and is ready to celebrate the greatest feast when 
the lost son is found again and the dead is made alive again. According to John 
13:l, Judas was also one of the "His own" who were in the world and whom He 
loved to the end. This should make us think. What is the attitude of the Holy 
Spirit when an enemy is brought to ruin? "Rejoice not at the fall of thine 
enemy, neither let thine heart be glad at his fall: lest Jehovah see it, and it be 
evil in His sight" (Prov. 24:17 and 18), but rather, "Son of man, sing a lament" 
(Ezek. 28:11; 2 Sam. 1:17-27); for all enemies are beloved also. And: "If your 
hater hungers, feed him with bread, and if he thirsts, water him with water; for 
burning coals (as a means of atonement) you will heap on his head, and 
Jehovah will repay you" (Prov. 25:21 and 22; Rom. 12:20).  

We feel very pious when we pray: "Lord, bless what can be blessed" and forget 
that Jesus says: "Bless those who curse you". And if we know and do this, we 
forget that when we bless the cursers, they are really blessed in a divine way. 
Moreover, we are still repaid by the Lord Himself, and not least by the fact that 
He lets our haters be at peace with us (Prov. 16:7). No small confirmation of 
the hope that exists even for this one who is lost is found in the fact that in the 
three parables of a lost sheep, of a lost penny and of a lost son, Jesus uses 
exactly the same word for "lost" as here, where it is testified that only the one 
is lost: Judas! He, too, will be searched for until he is found; the Father waits for 
him, too, and sees him coming home again from afar with uplifted eyes. 
Hopefully, the Lord will not then have to say to us also, "But it behooved us to 
be glad and rejoice -!"  

By his attitude towards the prodigal brother, the hitherto blameless son could 
see his hidden perversity and wickedness and had to fall silent before the 
incomprehensible mercy and goodness of his father.  
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It is well for us to remember, as a matter of principle, that all that is called 
"lost" in Scripture has the seeking and waiting love of God upon it, so much so 
that there is great danger to the saved and righteous of jealousy that does not 
find favor with God. *  

We return to the observation of events as they continued to unfold from the 
betrayal in Gethsemane, We read therefore: When Judas, who had delivered 
Him up, saw that He was condemned, he repented, and brought back the 30 
pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, saying, "I have sinned by 
delivering up guiltless blood." But they said, "What is it to us? You watch." And 
he cast the pieces of silver into the temple, and departed, and went and 
hanged himself (Matth. 27, 3). Here, in the life of Judas, a mostly unnoticed but 
profound first turn to the good comes into view, and this in three or four ways:  

Then he repented.  

2. he brought back.  

3. He confessed, "I have sinned by delivering up innocent blood."  

He hanged himself. Then he repented! Why? Because he saw that Jesus was 
condemned! He did not think that and did not want that.  

His conclusion seems rather to have been: If I get the 30 pieces of silver, I have 
what I want; let the chief priests then see for themselves how to seize Him -it 
will be impossible for them, as always before. Is there not a pattern of divine 
affliction in the repentance of Judas? "I have sinned by delivering up innocent 
blood": a clear confession of sin against himself; a clear confession for Jesus' 
innocence! Whether God's word must not apply here; "If we confess our sins, 
God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." And is it not strange, or rather wonderful, that the first 
witness in the New Testament to Jesus' innocent blood is precisely Judas?  

And as a second witness to this, God chose the Gentile Pilate, who said: "I am 
innocent of the blood of this righteous man; I find no fault in Him". He brought 
back the 30 pieces of silver. Judas not only confesses and repents of his sin, but 
also forsakes it, makes amends as much as he can. And went and hanged 
himself. "Now he adds suicide to the other evil deeds," we think or say when 
reading this account, forgetting that God looks at the heart and not at the 
visible. What do we want to answer, who are still trying to emphasize the 
suicide of Judas as such thickly, if the divine judgment would be, for example: 
He hanged himself, yes, it was the last consequence from the displeasure and 
disgust against himself, from a complete self-sacrifice; in a word: He judged 
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himself! Not only in his thoughts, but also literally. But he who condemns and 
judges himself does not come into judgment. And now there appears before 
our inner eye a spectacle which compels us to worship, the more so because its 
facts have hardly ever been heeded. Jesus certainly knew about the end of His 
prodigal Son, whom He also loved undiminished to the end. In the spirit He 
sees the lost one hanging helplessly on a curse wood - and what happens? 
Jesus lets Himself also be hanged on the cursing wood and thus becomes a 
cursed and hanged person to the cursed and hanged one. At the same time, 
these two friends from the tribe of Judah, reviled by all, each hang on the curse 
wood.  

It behooves us to ask: Is there not also mercy for Judas, the most accursed of all 
men? Thanks be to God! There is mercy also for the one who received a 
judgment that was several times merciless. For God included all among the 
disobedient, that He might have mercy on all, even on Judas. And indeed the 
Jews did not believe the Messiah, that mercy might be granted to the accursed 
Gentiles, and in the pardon now granted to the Gentiles they did not believe, 
that they themselves, the Jews, might also come under pardon. (Romans 11:30-
31). 

The simple and wonderful solution to this problem and the answer to the 
question posed earlier lies in the divine fact that Christ took upon Himself all 
the curses pronounced against His creatures and thus became a curse and sin 
for us and for them. Thus Jesus also took upon Himself all the curse of Ps. 109 
in the most adorable way. But also in Ps. 109 itself the Holy Spirit gave us a 
precious key word. It is the verses 27 and especially 28: (Gal. 3,13; Cor. 5,20). 

"So they know that this is Your hand, 

That You, Jehovah, have done it." 

Let us remind ourselves here of the mighty word of the 

Peter and John in Acts 4, likewise verses 27 and especially 28 remind us:"  ́

"For in that city, in truth, against Your Holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate gathered together with the nations and the 
peoples of Israel to do all that Your hand and Your counsel determined 
beforehand should be done." 

Thus we understand that God approved the judgments against Judas by 
counsel and had them determined; but that the request for these judgments 
came just as little from the heart of God as the envy, hatred and 
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murderousness of those involved in the death of Christ. Also here applies: "Not 
from the heart He plagues the children of men". 

Ps. 109, 28 reveals to us the divine position on all this: 
"May they curse, but You bless! 

This is what the Son asks the Father and this is also true for us. Here the 
attitude of Christ and the Father comes to light, which only blesses even when 
everyone else curses. 

He leaves the execution of all the curses and judgments granted by God on 
Judas to those who, unaware of their own depravity, think that they are doing 
God a service when they come upon Judas in the cruelest way, be it angels or 
men. 

From all this it is evident that Christ has set up the very man of His peace as a 
target for all those whom He must convict as "scoundrels" and "hard of heart" 
in spite of all their piety. For every man who judges is not to be excused, but 
condemns himself, since he does the same (Romans 2:1). 

With this wonderful word in Ps. 109, 28, the Son and the Father distance 
themselves from those who curse Judas and condemn him mercilessly. Yes, He 
rather took the sin of His friend and his entire curse upon Himself with all the 
associated insults on the part of the creatures by also becoming a hanged man 
to this hanged man. 

In this way, God in Christ has even changed its curse into the blessing of world 
redemption, and so it behooves us to worship and trust in Him who justifies the 
lawless and, according to the last verse of Ps. 109, will stand at the right hand 
of even this poor man to save him from those who judge his soul. 
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The resurrection body in the image of 
Christ (1 Cor. 15:49)  

 

"And as we have borne the image of the earthly, so shall we bear the image of 
the heavenly." 

15:491 Corinthians  

Author: Prof. E. F. Ströter, excerpted from his writing "The Prince of Life Must 
Once Inherit Everything". 

"As we have borne the image of the earthly (man), so shall we bear the image 
of the heavenly." 1 Cor. 15:49 What it means to bear the image of the earthly 
one we know from the painful experience of the weary millennia that lie 
behind us.  

Certainly, the Adamic mankind has achieved great things in the field of 
beautification, ennoblement and refinement of our earth existence. The 
modern culture man enjoys indisputably advantages, comforts and 
conveniences which one did not know in former times. Whether the enjoyment 
of these, however, has served mankind as a whole for its inner advancement, 
must remain open to question. We emphatically deny it. As far as can be 
observed, the constant increase of the external advantages and pleasures of 
life has only increased the covetousness of the people and has in no way 
promoted the inner satisfaction.  

Today, in the vast majority of the population of the various cultivated 
countries, even those who are gripped by the Gospel, one hardly understands 
the apostolic word: "If we have food and clothing, let us be content!"  

But what will it mean to bear the image of the heavenly man, the last Adam, 
the Lord of glory? For this we still lack any standard, any experience, any idea 
satisfying our whole thinking. What will it mean to be conformed to Him, a 
reflection of His glory, an image of His being? What will it mean to never be 
able to die again, to be raptured forever from all fatigue, slackening, slackening, 
passing away and withering away? To call a corporeality ours that is no longer 
bound to any place or time, for which distances are no longer barriers at all? A 
corporeality that will never again be an inexhaustible source of complaints and 
obstacles, of temptations, inertias, blunders and errors? When all the organs of 
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the new body are in perfect harmony, filled with all the fullness of divine life, 
will and being? When no more discord passes through our thinking, feeling and 
willing? When we will recognize just as we are recognized? When there is no 
longer any area of divine wisdom and revelation in heaven, on earth and under 
the earth, into which we would not have unhindered access, in order to follow 
the traces of our glorious head at every step, the longer, the more completely 
without measure and barrier, without veil and cover? If every movement of our 
redeemed being is tuned only to the one sound, to please Him, to glorify Him, 
never again to seek oneself, to live oneself? It is impossible to imagine what all 
this will entail. It will be more than we can ask for or understand.  
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For this purpose, the gospel has also been 
preached to the dead (1 Peter 4:6).  

 

"For to this end the gospel was preached even to the dead, that they might be 
judged in the flesh according to men, but live according to God in the Spirit." 

64:1 Peter  

Author: Karl Geyer 

Christ's journey to the realm of the dead 

"For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God; and he was put to death according to the flesh, but was made 
alive by the Spirit, in whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 
who before times refused to believe, when God's longsuffering waited once in 
the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, even eight 
souls, were saved through the water." 

20-3:181 Peter  

"Therefore it is said, "He ascended up on high, and took away captives, and 
gave gifts to men." But this, "He ascended up," what does it mean but that he 
also descended before to the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is 
the same who also ascended above all the heavens, that he might fill all 
things." 

10-4:8Ephesians  

"Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led away captives; thou hast received 
gifts among men, even to the unruly, that the Lord God might have a dwelling 
place." 

68:19Psalms  

"Those who sat in darkness and the shadow of death, bound in misery and iron, 
because they had resisted the words of God and despised the counsel of the 
Most High, so that he bent their hearts through adversity - they stumbled, and 
no one helped them. Then they cried out to the Lord in their distress, and he 
rescued them from their fears. He brought them out of darkness and the 
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shadow of death and broke their bonds. Let them give thanks to the Lord for 
his mercy and for his wonders on the children of men. For he hath broken in 
pieces doors of brass and shattered bars of iron!" 

16-107:10Psalms  

"Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above every name: that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of them 
which are in heaven, and in earth, and under the earth." 

10-2:9Philippians  

Read: 1 Petr. 3, 18-20; 4, 6; Eph. 4, 8-10; Psalm 68, 18 (Luther: 19); 107, 10-16; 
Phil. 2, 10. According to the purpose of God the whole universe shall be 
gathered under one head in Christ (Eph. l, 9. 10). All knees shall bow to Him, 
those of the heavenly, the earthly and the subterranean (Phil. 2, 10). Therefore, 
the Lord Himself went through these three regions, made the Father known 
and proclaimed the good news to the heavenly ones, to those on earth and to 
those in the realm of the dead, in the lowest places of the earth.  

The Father's heart is blessed that the Son revealed Him in such a way that He is 
seen by the angels, preached among the nations and believed in the cosmos, in 
the world (1 Tim. 3, 16). To the heavenly ones the good news was first 
proclaimed, yes, they are already sent out before His earthly birth and then at 
the birth itself as heralds of His coming to the people, to Mary, Zacharias, 
Elizabeth and the shepherds in the field. To the people waiting for salvation, He 
Himself proclaimed the Gospel and continues to proclaim it to them to this day. 
He also went down to the dead in Hades and preached the good news to them 
as well as to the spirits in prison.  

He preached to the heavenly ones before His descent to earth, to the earthly 
ones during His presence here below, and to the subterranean ones after His 
resurrection, before He went up again to the Father. After His crucifixion and 
death, His body lay in the grave for two days; His soul was in the realm of the 
dead during this time, but His spirit was with the Father, into whose hands He 
had commanded it. On the third day, Christ was made alive by the power of the 
Father, just as He was promised that His soul would not remain in Hades, nor 
would His body see decay (Acts 2:24-28).  

In this new spirit of life He went after His resurrection and preached to the 
spirits in prison. That He went and preached only after His resurrection or only 
made alive after the spirit, shows clearly and unambiguously what is to be 
thought of those attempts to put this sermon into the mouth of Noah. 
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Moreover, it is clearly written, "He preached to the spirits that had once been 
disobedient in the days of Noah." The duration of this sermon is clearly defined 
and limited by several scriptural passages. According to 1 Peter 3:18-20, He 
went to the spirits in prison after He Himself was made alive. (Matth. 27, 53.) 
Furthermore Eph. 4, 8-10 tells us that He descended into the lowest places of 
the earth before He ascended. (Joh. 3, 13.) The sermon lasted a total of 40 
days, from Easter to Ascension. Repeatedly He appeared to His disciples during 
this time, who were gathered behind closed doors. Thereby He indicated at the 
same time that the "iron bars" of darkness and the shadow of death could not 
stop Him, since He had taken the power from death and it had given the keys 
of the kingdom of the dead to Him. The Lord went out and in through the door 
opened by Himself. Nobody could hinder Him. What a triumph! This victory is 
now shared by all to whom He says, "I give an open door! No one closes it!" 
(Rev. 3:7).  

At the beginning of His ministry, when He symbolically descended into death in 
His baptism, He was in the desert wasteland among the wild beasts for 40 days 
after His ascension from the waters of death (Jordan means the river of death) 
(Mark 1:9-13). At the end of His earthly ministry, when He endured death, after 
His resurrection He went into the wasteland of the realm of the dead, also for 
40 days. In both places it is expressly stated that the spirit drove Him or that He 
went in the spirit of resurrection. Wonderfully, in the harmonious structure of 
His life, the end returns to the beginning. Those who know how to read 
symbolism can already see from the 40 days that the Lord spent among the 
wild animals that He also had to go to the archetypes of these animals, to the 
spirits in the abyss, of whose animal form Rev. 9 and many other passages of 
the Old and New Testament tell us.  

The lowest places of the earth are called Tartarus. (See the note to 2 Petr. 2, 4 
in the Elberfelder translation.) Into these depths God cast down those angels 
(the bne elohim) who sinned in the time of Noah, the preacher of 
righteousness, by not preserving their first state but leaving their own dwelling 
and going after strange flesh (Jud. 6. 7; 1. Petr. 3, 18-20; 2. Petr. 2, 4, 5; 1. Mos. 
6, 1-4; compare to bne elohim passages like Job l, 6 ff.; 2, l ff.; 1. Con. 22, 19-23; 
Ps. 8, 5 with the note in the Elberfelder translation; Hebr. 2, 7 and others).  

The Lord also ponders over these outcasts so that they will not remain cast out 
by Him (2 Sam 14:14). For also the host of the high places in the heights, which 
are shut up in the pit and locked up like prisoners in the dungeon, shall be 
visited in mercy on the promised day (Isa. 24, 21-23; 61, 1). For to the prisoners 
the message shall be brought, "You are free!" (Isa. 61, 1; Luk. 4, 18). And as He, 
the Lord Himself, made the Father known to the heavenly and earthly, He also 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

64| 188 

 

made Him known to the subterranean by going as the Risen One, preaching to 
them and breaking the bars of brass (1 Pet. 3, 19; 4, 6; Eph. 4, 8-10; Ps. 68, 18 ; 
107, 10-16).  

This message of release (apolytroosis) went out to the trapped spirits as well as 
to the deceased people (1 Petr 3:19; 4:6). The success of this preaching was 
tremendous. The Lord led captivity captive and made many prisoners, whom 
He then led up with Him to the heights in His triumphal procession (Eph. 4, 8. 
9). How rich is this yield of the 40 days! On earth, only a few believed when He 
preached, and it will always be so. For the way is narrow and the gate is strait, 
that no flesh should pass through and exalt itself. But in Hades the creature is 
broken. There many hear. Even the rich man needs only a moment there (in 
the truest meaning of the word), namely as long as he opened his eyes, to 
recognize his being lost in this place and to become an intercessory speaker for 
his brothers (Luk 16, 23 ff.). The gate on earth is narrow, but the gates of the 
cosmos are wide and high! "With Him are the exits of death" (see also 1 Sam. 2, 
6!).  

This preaching, which received its beginning through the Lord, finds its 
completion through the body church. He Himself only made a beginning in 
teaching and doing (Acts 1,1; Hebr. 2, 3). The fulfillment of all promises, which 
also includes telling the captives to be free, takes place through us, the 
members of the body church (2 Cor. l, 20).  

Since that sermon in the realm of the dead, many have descended again, most 
of whom have never heard of Him, who thus learned much less than those to 
whom Noah announced the coming judgment. We may serve them once. For 
we must be made like Him, the Head, in everything. As He is in the world, so 
are we! Therefore, we too, as He does, do not want the outcast to remain 
outcast from Him, and we look forward to the day when we may call the last 
one who is below. Then all knees will bow to Him, even those of the 
subterraneans, and all tongues will confess and say, "Only in the Lord do I have 
righteousness and strength" (Phil. 2:9-11; Isa. 45:22-24; Rom. 14:11). Yes, to 
Him will return and be ashamed all who were aroused against Him! For He also 
received gifts for the unruly, so that God might have a dwelling place among 
them (Ps. 68, 18).  
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Sealed to the day of redemption (Eph. 4, 
30)  

 

"And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you have been sealed for 
the day of redemption!" 

Eph. 4, 30 

Author: Adolf Heller 

In Eph. 4:30 we read, "Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by (or in) whom you 
were sealed until the day of redemption." This Pauline exhortation teaches us 
several important truths. First, we hear that we can grieve, offend, or cause 
pain to the Holy Spirit. This is exceedingly serious! You cannot grieve a dead 
thing; you cannot grieve a piece of wood; you cannot cause pain to a stone. But 
you can grieve the Spirit of God and cause sorrow.  

It is impossible for a believer to blaspheme Him as the Pharisees once did who 
attributed the miraculous works of Jesus to the devil (Matth. 12, 22-32). But we 
can dampen or suppress Him through disobedience and reluctance (1 Thess. 5, 
19). Therefore, it is important to pay attention to His travail and work and to let 
Him convict, teach and fulfill us. This is not a Pentecostal experience with 
miracles and signs, as some think, but a hidden, silent process as Paul describes 
it in Eph. 5, 18-21.  

The second truth we learn here is that we are sealed by (literally, into) the Holy 
Spirit. The word sphragizoo, translated as seal, could also be translated as 
certify or confirm. How often we want to despair because of our weakness and 
powerlessness, because of the manifold resistances and inhibitions in and 
around us! How often we want to despair whether we will reach the goal of 
glory and really experience the day of redemption of our body! Many children 
of God are afraid of the power of darkness and the ever-increasing 
development of the enemy.  

It is important and necessary that we always believe and hold on to the fact 
that we are so valuable in God's eyes that He has sealed us like a precious 
object of value, so that we become inviolable for the enemy. Worthless things 
are not sealed. But what is precious to you and what you do not want to lose, 
that you seal. Thus, we too are spirit-sealed, God-believed Christ members, for 
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whom the Father Himself has undertaken the obligation to bring us to the goal 
of perfection. Who would dare to touch something that God Himself has sealed 
and deprive it of its contents? The sealed book of Rev. 5:l-4 no one dared to 
even look at, let alone vomit. So effective and inviolable is a seal of God! How 
precious we must be in His sight, since He has sealed us by His Holy Spirit! How 
much must God Himself care that we finally, after being justified and sanctified 
according to the spirit, now also want to experience full redemption according 
to the body!  

Christ's act of redemption is of great importance to Himself. For while He is 
now glorified and admired only by His saints and believers, on that day when 
He reveals and unfolds His glory and power, He will be glorified and admired in 
His own (2 Thess. l, 10). Our glorification is His, and the amazement of creation 
at us, His transfigured Body, is for Him. In this light we can understand that we 
are sealed, certified or confirmed to that day when we will finally be fully 
united with Christ.  

That moment of our complete conformity to Christ in spirit, soul, and body, no 
power of darkness is able to drive back, in spite of all storms. It will and must 
come! God has, foolishly speaking, taken all precautions and measures so that 
the enemy may not harm us and may not be able to push us out of the glorious 
position into which we have been placed in Christ.  

The first completed body in the vast universe will be the body of Christ. With 
him and through him the great comprehensive rescue plans and salvation goals 
of God will then be carried out. For we are the fullness of Him who leads the 
universe in all things (or in every respect) into fullness (Eph. 1:23). Therefore, 
we also understand that an apostle Paul, who was entrusted with this glorious 
message, was beaten with fists by an angel of Satan and is blasphemed to this 
very hour. In wonderful lovingkindness God has decreed such things; the higher 
and more glorious the goal, the steeper and more arduous the way.  

Let us not grow weary and discouraged! For "neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, is able to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom. 8:38,39). By God's power we are 
inviolable for the enemy, who may afflict body and soul, but may never touch 
our spiritual and faith life hidden with Christ in God. We are sealed for the day 
of redemption.  
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The biblical image of man (Col. 3, 10 ; 1. 
Joh. 3, 2)  

 

"and have put on the new, which is renewed unto knowledge, after the image 
of him that created him;" 

Col. 3, 10 

"Beloved, we are now children of God, and it is not yet revealed what we shall 
be; but we know that we shall be conformed to Him when He shall be revealed; 
for we shall see Him as He is." 

1. john 3, 2 

Author: Heinz Schumacher, excerpts from his book "THE TEACHING OF THE 
BIBLE 

According to the Bible, man has a nobility, a dignity that is unique to him: he is 
created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26). And in Genesis 2:7 we read 
concerning his origin: "Jehovah God formed man, dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils breath of life, and man became a living soul." From 
this it is evident that even before the Fall man existed in a certain tension, 
possessing two sides, an earthly and a heavenly, an earth-bound and a God-
bound. For its origin was on the one hand in the dust of the earth (which had 
already fallen into the darkness of the Tohuwabohu) and on the other hand in 
the breath of life from God. Thus man is the center and mediator of the 
creation, because he unites both sides of the creation - the carnal, libidinal, 
animal and the spiritual, godly and heavenly - in himself. Standing in the middle 
between angel and animal, carrying spirit like the spirit world and flesh like the 
animal world, he can understand both and is called to help in the eons of 
completion, the whole creation to the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God (Rom. 8,21).  

Man before the fall must have possessed an undreamt-of dignity, majesty, 
power, ability and charisma. He was given the order (Genesis l, 26 -28) to rule 
over fish, birds, cattle and the whole earth - but not over the moon; he should 
be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth - but not overfill in agglomerations - and 
subdue the earth. - How God meant this and how this can happen, He will 
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demonstrate once in the age of the millennial kingdom of Jesus Christ on this 
earth to all peoples.  

Through the Fall, the image of God degenerated into a caricature. Man is now 
"dead in sins" (Eph. 2, 1), godless, he is a slave of his environment (spirit of the 
times, fashion, propaganda, mass media), the superworld (Satan and his 
helpers according to Eph. 6) and his inner world (self-will, ego love, lusts and 
desires). His spirit, originally a "lamp of Jehovah" (Prov. 20, 27), is extinguished 
because of his lawlessness (Prov. 13, 9); a "smoldering wick" (Is. 42, 3) is left. - 
Jesus Christ does not want to extinguish this wick, but to kindle it into a bright 
flame. Because of the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, man may not only 
receive forgiveness, but also healing and restoration. Every believer is now a 
human being in whom God's spirit enters through faith and becomes one with 
the human spirit, he is begotten anew as God's child, matures into a son of God 
and heir of God and is transformed again into the image of God (Col. 3, 10 / 1. 
Joh. 3, 2), from whom divine things radiate again: love, purity, truth, goodness, 
gentleness, holiness, mercy. He may become as Jesus is, the archetype of the 
true man and at the same time the image of God. What sin and death do to the 
whole of humanity as well as to each individual is to be healed and completely 
overcome through Jesus and transformed into the righteousness of God and 
immortal resurrection life (Rom. 5,12-21).  
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"For this reason I bend my knees..." (Eph. 
3, 14)  

 

"For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father." 

Eph. 3 14 

Author: Karl Geyer, excerpted from his writing "Therefore I bend my knees!" 
The second church prayer of the apostle Paul in the letter to the Ephesians (3, 
14-21) https://data.kahal.de/pdf/290-KG-DBK.pdf 

"For this reason..." - With this word the apostle of the nations justifies the now 
following second church prayer of the letter to the Ephesians. Also the first 
church prayer of this letter (Eph.l,l5-23) he introduces with a reason: 
"Therefore also I . . . do not cease to give thanks for you . . .” Both introductions 
indicate that he was clear about the reasons for his prayer. He did not pray 
indiscriminately, but out of clear insight and knowledge. The ministry that the 
glorified Christ had entrusted to him by God's will (Eph. 1, 4. Acts 9 1-21: 22, l5: 
26. 15-18: Gal. 1, 1: l. Cor. 1, l and others) (cf. also 1.Tim.1, 12- 17) placed on his 
heart the duty of caring for all the churches called out of the nations through 
his work. And he fulfilled this duty with such holy love and such unchanging 
faithfulness that his prayer life is a guideline for ours for all times and served as 
a model for the believers who were added to the Sons' Church in all the past 
centuries, as well as an "image of healthy words" (2 Tim. 1, 13), as it shows the 
way for all truly spiritual prayer until the end of the present housekeeping of 
the church.  

Paul wrote these words in the prison in Rome, or more precisely: in the 
barracks of the Roman emperor's bodyguard, the Praetorium, where the 
political prisoners were kept whose activities were considered threatening and 
dangerous for the empire or its ruler. He was brought there by the hatred of his 
fellow citizens, who wanted to get rid of him at all costs. The very 
circumstances in which they brought him, however, turned out to be for the 
advancement of the gospel, as he tells us in Phil, 1, 12-14. First, his innocence 
was revealed. Then through his stay in the capital of the then world empire the 
gospel reached the emperor's house (Phil. 4, 22). Then, through his 
justification, the brethren in Rome were urged to freely testify to the good 
news and thus to carry salvation to the entire empire and its colonies. Finally, 
however, and this is the greatest glory of his whole imprisonment, the Lord 
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revealed to him in the silence of the prison the depths of his pre-mortal 
purpose, by which the whole church is first to be made what it will be 
according to the will of God in the aeons to come. (See also the small writing 
"Marks of Honor of the Church of Christ") Because his stay in prison had been 
so out for the glorification of the Lord and for the honor of the church, Paul 
could only do one thing in view of the wisdom of God's ways: bend his knees 
before the Father and spread out there everything that moves the heart of a 
faithful servant and messenger. In the Holy of Holies, alone with the Father, the 
glory of the grace that had been granted to him drives him to implore for the 
saints and faithful in Christ Jesus all that could also lead them to spiritual 
maturity and perfect manhood in Christ to be filled with all the fullness of God. 
Already at the beginning of the chapter Paul starts with "for this reason" and 
thus points to the wonderful facts he describes in the preceding passage. They 
had, after all, once been dead in trespasses and sins. But God, who is rich in 
mercy, went after them in his love, saved them by grace, made them alive with 
the Christ, and transferred them with him to the heavenly oerter. There was 
now their citizenship, together with all the saints, with whom they were now 
also built up into a holy temple, into a dwelling place of God in the spirit. As 
members of God's household, as his heirs and as co-heirs of his Son Jesus 
Christ, they were one body with the firstborn of the brethren, were sharers of 
all his promises, which the Father had given him, they were at the same time 
also sharers of the mysteries, which in the preceding generations had not been 
made known to the sons of men. The gospel of the glory of God, the 
unfathomable riches of Christ, was proclaimed to them according to the power 
of grace that God had given to Paul for this service, so that the principalities 
and powers in the heavenly places might be made aware of the manifold 
wisdom of God through the church; and all this is to be done according to the 
purpose of the eons (ages) that God has conceived in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
That the Father may also prepare this holy vessel, the body church, into which 
he himself wants to pour all his fullness of God, according to his own glory, is 
the request that is on the apostle's heart. For this reason, he bows his knees 
before the Father, knowing that here his longing is in agreement with the 
Father's counsel and will of love, so that he can confidently ask the highest for 
the saints and faithful, as he does and says in the next verses. How sublime are 
the motives of his prayer compared to so many spiritual, selfish sighs that rise 
up to heaven in people day after day! Certainly we may and should make 
known to God all our requests, even the smallest and most insignificant ones; 
but we may do this with thanksgiving, knowing that the Father knows what we 
need and that He is faithfully concerned for us (Phil. 4:6). More important, 
however, is prayer for the spiritual growth of the whole Body of Christ and for 
the full preparation of the Church of God, who longs for this dwelling place in 
which He would one day display and reveal His fullness of glory before the 
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cosmos. Let us recall here Oetinger's word: "Spirituality is the end of all God's 
ways." This spiritual body of God is being prepared for God by the Holy Spirit in 
the present age. He who has recognized this, as it was given to Paul, forgets 
what is behind and reaches out to the whole fullness that the Spirit of God 
spreads before him. He wants to grasp this fullness with all the saints, and 
therefore his prayer goes out to them all, uniting his own longing with theirs 
and with the longing of God. 

Whoever in his prayer knows himself to be in agreement with the will of God, 
already has what he has prayed for as a firm possession of faith and knows that 
this possession will soon be revealed according to experience. Prayer is the 
surest measure of our life of faith. It expresses before the face of God what 
moves our innermost being. In the quiet chamber, alone with God, we are most 
honest in expressing the thoughts of our heart. There, everything that was 
previously formed in us flows out of us. But only so much of spiritual things can 
flow out and ascend to him as has previously flowed down from his spirit into 
us. Thus prayer becomes the unconscious and therefore all the more truthful 
expression of what moves us in the deepest and what the spirit could work in 
us. 

Therefore, the one who is always preoccupied only with himself will always talk 
only about himself when praying, about his sin and his salvation, about his guilt 
and the grace that happened to him, about his Savior, his needs, his growth, his 
shortcoming, his desires and his longing. More or less everything goes 
according to the formula: "I, mine, me, myself". Love, however, does not seek 
its own, but what is of the other. Where it moves hearts, they are urged to 
intercede for the brothers in prayer and thanksgiving. It is no longer all about 
the dear, pious "I", but the "you" comes to the fore. The needs of the brethren 
are on our hearts, and we struggle for all the saints in persistent prayer. But we 
do it with thanksgiving, because in the saints the Father has placed at our side 
fellow members of the same heavenly calling, without whom we cannot be 
perfected and whose gifts of grace make us rich in everything. Their assistance 
helps us to reach perfection, and we praise the Father for this help he has given 
us in the brothers. 

But when we reach fatherhood in Christ Jesus, we may recognize him who was 
from the beginning, and we may trace all events in the whole universe, past, 
present and future, back to him who was from the beginning, and who planned 
them, and who also carries them out according to his plan for the ages. There 
our hearts become completely silent in holy admiration of the greatness of the 
eternal and unchangeable, and we worship in spirit and in truth. 
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It is only at this stage that our prayers are constantly in direct spiritual 
connection with the will and action of God Himself and have their sole cause in 
His eternal counsel of love, which He opened up for us in Christ Jesus. 

May the Father grant that our prayers always flow from this source, so that we 
may always say as a clear justification for our prayer: "For this reason I bow my 
knees before the Father." 

Then we will be able to stand by with glorified joy when the prayers of the 
saints are recalled before God (Rev. 8:1-5). In view of this worldwide, aeon-
lasting effect of our prayers, let it be a holy concern for us to bring our prayer 
life in its motives into conformity with the will of God, so that the conscious 
introduction to each of our prayers can be: "For this reason I bow my knees. 

.,. . . I bend my knees ..." 

Every believer knows about the practice of this simple act of genuflecting, and 
it seems unnecessary to say anything about it. We know from our own 
experience what Paul did there in the solitude of his prison. Wherefore further 
words of explanation. - – 

But do we really know something about the consequences of this process? 
Who once stood in the light of God's holiness, as it was granted to Isaiah (Is. 6, 
1-8), or as the seer on Patmos experienced it (Rev. 1. 9 -20), became aware of 
his position as a creature in supernatural clarity in relation to the creator of 
heaven and earth He was before we were; he can also be without us, because 
he is not of us, but was and is everything in himself without any foreign aid. But 
we are from him and are not able to be and exist without him. Before the 
creature recognizes this, it lacks every prerequisite for the realization of truth. 
First it must become conscious of its dependence on God, must recognize and 
acknowledge its relativity in relation to the absoluteness of God, its creaturely 
being in relation to the unchangeable, uncreated being of God, its creaturely 
transitoriness in relation to the divine immortality. Only then can God continue 
to talk to him. God owes this to himself, and he also owes it to the creature for 
the sake of truth. As long as there is no truth and clarity about the mutual 
relationship, there can be no talk of grace and fellowship. It remains: "The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom" (Psalm 111, 10: Prov. 9, 10). That is why 
God swore by Himself to lead all creatures to this beginning (Is. 45, 22-24). It 
remains with this oath. From this word of righteousness, i.e. the eternal and 
unchangeable law of God Himself, nothing will be dismissed and nothing will be 
taken back. Every knee shall bow to it and every tongue shall confess and say: 
"Only in the Lord do I have righteousness and strength. (Compare Rom. 14, 11, 
and Phil. 2, 11.) Yes, to him all will come and be ashamed who were enraged 
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against him. What a grace, not to be brought to the beginning of wisdom only 
through eons of judgments, but already now to be allowed to voluntarily bend 
one's knees before Him who is not only the great and exalted Creator God, but 
in Christ Jesus became our Father! Everyone who bows his knees in this way is 
a witness before the whole invisible world that God's oath is being fulfilled bit 
by bit, until finally, at the end of the eons, every knee bows to him. 

Have you ever thought about this, brother, when you bend your knees, that 
you are a spectacle for the whole world, the whole cosmos, both angels and 
men? - (1 Cor. 4:9 b.) Are you aware that four verses earlier Paul says (Eph. 
5:10) that now the manifold wisdom of God is to be made known to the 
principalities and powers in the heavenly places through the church? - See also 
1 Corinthians 2:6-8, for those who think they can be something without Him 
are destroyed by those who recognize that they are nothing in themselves (1 
Corinthians 1:28-50), and if the saints are to judge the world and the angels (1 
Corinthians 6:2,3), the prerequisite for this is that they first judge themselves. 
By bending our knees, we confess before God that we want nothing to do with 
the rebellion of God's adversary, Satan, and the spirits and demons that follow 
him, but in holy joy and gratitude acknowledge the grace that saved us from 
the same fate that awaits them. At the same time, however, despite 
everything, every bending of the knee is nevertheless the triumph of faith, 
which confesses in advance that all others will one day do the same, when the 
judgment has brought them to where grace has already led us. - before the 
Father". The bending of the knees testifies to the reverence of the creature 
before the Creator, from whom it received everything it has. In Christ Jesus, 
God came into the flesh, reconciling the world to Himself. Now that we are 
reconciled, he adopted us as children and gave us his Spirit, pouring it out in 
our hearts (Rom. 5:5), making us partakers of his God-nature. Thereby we 
became what he himself is according to his nature. This is infinitely more than 
what he has. He does not want to resign us to the rich goods of his house, but 
wants to shape us as spiritual personalities into his image, until we are like him 
(1. Joh. 3, 2). We are to be perfect, just as our Father in heaven himself is 
perfect. He is not content with anything less. Love cannot be bought with 
goods, nor can it be satisfied by goods. Love seeks the completion of its own 
being in a like being. Therefore, God's love is not fulfilled until he has poured all 
his fullness of God into us, so that we, as bearers of his fullness, can love him 
again with the love with which he first loved us. When it is written about love: 
"If a man would give all the possessions of his house for love, he would only be 
despised (Song of Songs 8:7), this does not only apply to the love of men, but 
rather and in its essential and deepest meaning to love, which in the end alone 
rightly deserves this name. God himself does not want to buy our love with all 
the riches of his house, but only at the price of his own love, with which he 
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gives himself to us so that we may give ourselves back to him. Through this gift 
of love he made us partakers of his divine nature (2 Petr. l, 3. 4). He gave the 
Spirit of sonship into our hearts, by which we cry out, 'Abba, dear Father!'" 
(Rom. 8. 15). Now the Creator God, who is far from the world, has become so 
close to us in Christ Jesus that we are closer to no one than to Him. Even our 
earthly fatherhood pales in comparison to the essentiality of this gift of love 
and this being-in. Who among all the rulers of the world would we call father? - 
And if we did, none of them could take us out of our humanity and lead us up 
to divine greatness. But the One, who is above all and truly the ruler of all 
lords, does not exalt Himself above us, but leans down to us in grace, because 
His love drives Him to communicate Himself completely to us and to pour out 
His whole fullness of God in us (Eph. 5:19). 

Should not such love win us our hearts completely, so that we give ourselves to 
it with all that we are and have? - — 

There is only one example of the perfection of this relationship between the 
Father and us: that is the relationship of the firstborn of the brothers to the 
Father. The Son of Love says about this in John 17:23: "I in them, and thou in 
me, that they may be perfected in one; and that the world may know that thou 
hast sent me, and hast loved them, even as thou hast loved me." The Father's 
love toward us is entirely the same as toward the Son of Love, the only 
begotten Son, the firstborn of the brethren. "In love he hath predestinated us 
unto adoption as sons through Jesus Christ unto himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will" (Eph. l, 5). Among all that God wills, one purpose stands 
first and excites all the good pleasure of his own will: to have sons, like the 
firstborn Son. Through him he will bring many sons to glory (Heb 2:10). God 
wants to have many sons, and all of them shall be like the firstborn of the 
brethren. And he is equal to God. And when it shall appear what we shall be, 
then shall we also be like Him. This is sonship! And only this knows what it 
means when a human being may say 'Father' to the Creator of all worlds. One 
of the special blessings of our position as sons lies precisely in knowing the 
Father. For no one knows the Father except the Son. Conversely, no one knows 
the Son except the Father (Matth. 11, 27). This applies first to the only 
begotten, but then also to all sons, of whom the Lord says in Joh. 10, 15: "just 
as the Father knows me, and I know the Father". To strangers and servants the 
Father does not reveal Himself, but to sons He does.  For the servant does not 
remain in the house forever, but the son does (Joh. 8, 55). And only of the sons 
it is written that they may once see the Father as He is (1. Joh. 3, l-3). Then we 
understand why the apostle exclaims: "Behold, what manner of love the Father 
hath shewed us, that we should be called the children of God." And as the Son 
of Love may testify, "All that the Father hath is mine" (John 16:15), so he, as the 
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glorified One, testifies through his messenger Paul to the sons who bear the 
same spirit of sonship as he: "But if children, then heirs also, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ" (Rom. 8, 17 a). And in the same chap. he testifies to us: 
"How should he not also give us all things with him?" (Rom. 8, 32). We are 
God's gender (Ap. 17, 29) (Luther: divine gender), are partakers of the divine 
nature (2. Petr. l, 3. 4). The Father has withheld nothing from us of what he has 
and of what he is. He has given us everything. Even if this is not yet publicly 
seen today, because our true, essential life is hidden with the Christ in God, it 
will nevertheless be revealed with Him in glory at His own revelation (Col. 3, 3. 
4). And then it will become known that we are like Him (1.Joh.3, 2). Here every 
single word of the divine revelation has more importance than all visible goods 
of the whole world. What else could be offered to us that could tempt us to an 
exchange? - Against this birthright all the treasures of the perishable cosmos 
are only a poor lentil dish, and we do not want to exchange for it. Therefore, 
the glorious words in 2. Cor. 6, 18: "I will be your Father!" are preceded by the 
admonishing words to the children to have no more part with the world, 
unbelief and darkness (2. Cor. 6, 13-17), and as the next verse follows in chap. 
7, 1: "Having therefore these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting sanctification (holiness) in the 
fear of God." Sons of God, because by his Spirit his nature is in us, - because his 
Spirit guides us (Rom. 8, 14). Whoever has such hope in him purifies himself, 
just as he is pure (1 John 3. l-3). Therefore, we must be reminded again and 
again of the dignity of our calling, so that we can also walk worthy of this 
calling. That is why the exhortation to a worthy walk is always after the 
proclamation of the sonship, as we see it in Eph. l, 5 and 4, l, or also in 1. Joh. 3, 
2. 3 or 2. Cor. 6, 18 and 7, l and in many other places. For every exhortation 
only has a meaning if it is based on a promise, or in other words: Only on the 
basis of a God-given position, we can also present what is God-given. Yes, that 
is the very essence of our course of faith as well as of a healthy biblical 
sanctification, that we try to bring our practical condition into conformity with 
the high state of our calling. That which we are in Christ should now become 
visible in us. It is therefore a relapse into legalism if one only exhorts without 
pointing to the corresponding promise. And unfortunately, there are always 
only a few fathers for every ten thousand disciplinarians. But this is because 
they themselves have little knowledge of the mystery of God's fatherhood and 
therefore still behave like a servant who knows little or nothing of the glory of 
sonship. But in the mystery of the Fatherhood of God are hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge (Col. 2, l-3). (See also Luther, Knoch etc.) 
Only the believer who really knows the high dignity of his calling can walk 
worthily according to his calling. Such are not driven by the law, but are led by 
the Spirit, who lets us know that we are sons. Our Father is a Father of glory 
(Eph. 1:17), and His Spirit, the Spirit of glory, rests upon us (1 Pet. 4:14). 
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Through his spirit of glory that rests on us, we are able to represent his glory 
being before angels and men. And this is what he wants, because his 
blessedness is based on the fact that he is revealed in the flesh, once in fullness 
in the son of love, now again and again in the sons born after him. Thus, 
sonship means representation of the Father. Do we know anything about this? 
- Only then can we, whom he has predestined to sonship for himself according 
to the good pleasure of his will (Eph. l, 5), be something to the praise of the 
glory of his grace, wherein he has pardoned us in the Beloved (Eph. l, 6). But 
our Father is also a Father of mercy (2 Cor. l, 3). After we ourselves received 
mercy through Him and were made sons, He laid down in us the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor. 5;17-20). What mercy is necessary in this ministry in order 
not to forget one's own great guilt against God and to demand the small guilt 
of one's neighbor against us from his hand and thus become a scoundrel 
servant! But where the Spirit of God is in charge of a human life, the nature of 
the Father is revealed. Then we can be merciful as our Father is merciful (Luk 
6:36) and can forgive one another as God in Christ forgave us (Eph 4:32). Our 
Father is furthermore also a Father of light (resp. of lights) (Jam.1,17), from 
whom all gifts and presents come down in perfect purity. He reproaches 
nothing, but gives to all willingly (Jam.1,5) yes, when our weak human heart, 
this defiant and despondent thing, fails again and again, He gives greater grace 
(Jam.4,6) until the heart becomes firm, which is done by grace (Hebr.13,9). - 
Should his Spirit cause anything else in us than that we also walk in the light 
and face our brothers without secret reservations in our hearts and seek only 
their good in everything? - For love does not seek its own, but what is of the 
other. And we must be made like him in everything. But the spirit we bear as 
sons is also a spirit of power and love and discipline (or prudence) (2 Tim. l,7). 
He makes us walk in the power of our Father, as Paul testifies in Eph. 1, 19. 20 
and Eph. 5, 16. He also makes us walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave 
Himself for us (Eph. 5, 2). This spirit does not avoid the discipline that the 
Father exercises on us as sons, but willingly submits to the Father of spirits 
(Hebr. 12, 4-11). Sons cannot do anything by themselves, but what they see the 
father doing, they also do in the same way, as the firstborn of the brothers 
showed and represented to us. Again and again they come before the Father 
and confess, "Not my will be done, but Thine!" - Yes, it is their food to do the 
will of the Father, because they know the Father and because they know that 
only what is in agreement with Him is truly good and perfect. And that is why 
they bow their knees to no one but the Father. 
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The yoke will rot as a result of the fat (Isa. 
10:27b)  

 

And it shall come to pass in that day, that his burden shall depart from off thy 
shoulder, and his yoke from off thy neck; and the yoke shall be burst as a result 
of the fat.  

Isaiah 10:27 

 Author: Adolf Heller 

Historically, Isaiah 10 is about Assyria's pressure that it exerted on Israel. It is 
compared to the slavery that the holy people had to experience in Egypt (verse 
24). In the process, verse 27b mentions a strange method of God removing the 
yoke from the shoulder of the oppressed. It speaks of the yoke bursting, 
splitting, or rotting. Namely, fat (anointing or anointing oil) is said to be the 
cause of the yoke breaking. 

This is a peculiar word, which in its spiritually-transmitted sense - and every 
scripture, apart from its historical content, has personal-edifying meaning for 
every individual! - reveals something of the way of God, how he takes away 
bondages and inhibitions and yokes from us, leads us from bondage into 
redemption, from slavery into freedom. 

First of all, let us take a look at what God's Word means by a yoke! It is an 
image of burden, servitude and subjection of any kind. And this in the good as 
well as in the bad sense. For example, the Lord speaks of a "gentle yoke" 
(Matth. 11, 30), and Paul writes in Philippians 4, 3 of a co-worker as a synzygos 
= yokefellow. 

But that the yoke can also be an image for the burden of sin, we see from 
Lamentations 1:14, where the weeping prophet exclaims: "Harnessed by his 
hand is the yoke of my transgressions." So we are talking about a "yoke of 
transgressions" here, just as we also speak of a "yoke of sins". 

That is why some sacrificial animals are required not to have worn a yoke of 
any kind (Deut. 19:2; Deut. 21:3). 
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Most often the yoke is used as an image of oppression. Let us look up, for 
example, the following scriptural contexts: Deut. 26:13; Deut. 28:48; 1 Kings 
12:4; Isaiah 9:4; 14:25; 28:2; Ezek. 30:18, and others. 

Yoke is an apt image of the law and legalism. Just think of the council in Acts 
15, where Peter told those gathered, "Why do you tempt God to put a yoke on 
the neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able to bear? 
But we believe by the grace of the Lord Jesus to be saved in the same way as 
they also" (verses 10, 11). It should only be briefly noted that legal-cultic 
demands are placed in marked contrast to grace and are called a "temptation 
of God. Perhaps in this light we better understand the serious words of 
Galatians 1:6-9. 

Paul also warns against the yoke of legalistic piety when he admonishes in 
Galatians 1:2: "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not be held again under a yoke of bondage. Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if 
ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 

Are we not all, in one way or another, under some yoke of burden? Are we not 
oppressed by some distress and constriction, some difficulty which we cannot 
master, some vague fear and anxiety from which we cannot find relief? If we 
took off all the masks we wear in front of our fellow men, in front of ourselves 
and in front of God, how much unfulfilled longing, how much legal, fruitless 
toiling and tormenting of ourselves and others, how much unredeemed 
bondage, how much secret pressure and hopeless sorrow would then be 
revealed! In the lives of believers there are also many recognized and 
unrecognized yokes; yokes under which one chafes because he tries to shake 
them off by force and strikes out against them again and again; yokes under 
which another groans incessantly and no longer dares to believe in the 
possibility of real liberation and complete redemption. To such our Word has a 
wonderful message to proclaim. The yoke will burst (more precisely: rot!), i.e. 
break and fall off by itself. And this not as a result of our efforts, not by sudden 
violent intervention from outside, but rather as a result of "the fat (the 
anointing oil)".  

What does this mean? The fat is an image of excellence and value before God. 
That is why all the fat in the sacrifice belonged to Jehovah, as we read in 
Exodus 3:14b-16: "The fat that covers the entrails, and all the fat that is on the 
entrails, and the two kidneys, and the fat on them .... He shall cut it off. And the 
priest shall burn incense upon the altar: it is meat of the sacrifice made by fire 
for a sweet savour: all the fat is Jehovah's," Yes, even the fat from the carrion, 
which is after all a symbol of godly rottenness and spiritual death, was still 
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allowed to be used, as Deuteronomy 7:24 testifies: "The fat from the carrion 
and the fat from the torn may be used for all manner of work; but ye shall by 
no means eat it!" 

The anointing oil is also an image of divine blessing, namely the highest and 
most glorious one, which we can now partake of, namely the Holy Spirit. We 
only need to think of Zech. 4, 1-6, where the candlestick with an oil container is 
pointed to God's spirit. 

This fat or anointing oil causes the bursting, decaying or rotting of any yoke. As 
God showers us with blessings, reveals the glory of the Son, and allows us to 
recognize and enjoy the power and love of Christ in the spirit, bondages and 
fears, constrictions and burdens dissolve all by themselves. They lose their 
tormenting power on our spiritual and soul life as soon as they are no longer in 
the focus of our constant thinking and sense. When we learn to seek the things 
above through the anointing oil of the Spirit (Col. 3:2), when instead of our own 
dear self with its constant fears and worries we are occupied with the 
wonderful mysteries of God, of which we are supposed to be the stewards (1 
Cor. 4:1), then we may experience to an ever-increasing degree that many a 
yoke of fear and distress gives way, that many things that weighed us down 
and oppressed us before gradually lose their weight and we may walk freely 
and joyfully. 

So also the apostle Paul felt his illness, his being beaten by the fists of a 
messenger of Satan, at first as a heavy yoke which he tried to shake off. But it 
was shown to him that God had given him this burden out of love, in order to 
save him from arrogance and to enable him only the more to be a prize of all-
sufficient grace. Now his suffering was no longer an unbearable burden to the 
apostle, but on the contrary a cause for glory. The yoke was rotten as a result 
of the anointing oil. 

Who has not experienced something similar in this or that area of his personal 
life? Where there is anointing, there is praise and thanksgiving, there the spirit 
of despondency and bitterness gives way, there the yoke of sullen resentment 
and legalistic attempts at self-redemption breaks in two. In this light we also 
recognize that in the end there is really only one sin: not believing in Christ, not 
letting oneself be completely grasped and filled by Him (John 16:9). Where this 
fatness of the knowledge of the excellence of the Son of God is missing, where 
this anointing is lacking, even our piety becomes vain delusion and we fall 
under the yoke of legalism and sin. 

The divine way to become truly free from pressure and anxiety and worry, from 
the constraint of legalism, is to be completely convicted and filled with the 
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anointing oil of blessing, with the fat of the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ. 

It is not looking at ourselves and our nothingness and need, but looking at Him 
and His grace and faithfulness that sets us free and allows the light and love 
powers of God that transform us to become effective. The anointing oil of 
Christ's glory brings every yoke of sin, worry, and legalism to modernity and 
decay, remaking us into His likeness, as Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 3:18: "We 
all, beholding with unveiled face the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image." 

Whatever the name of the yoke that restrains and hinders you and wants to 
force you into sluggishness and sorrow, - learn to gaze at the glory of Christ in 
adoration by cultivating silent love contact with the exalted Lord, and you will 
be allowed to experience the bliss of the promise: 

"The yoke will rot as a result of the fat". 
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The fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22)  

 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, temperance." 

Galatians 5:22 

Author: Arthur Muhl - Bible passages according to his lecture of the same 
name. See also the article of the same name by Adolf Heller. 

"The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all!" 2 Corinthians 13:13 

The 9 pieces according to Gal. 5, 22 

1. Love,  
2. Joy,  
3. Peace,  
4. Long-suffering,  
5. Friendliness,  
6. Goodness,  
7. Fidelity,  
8. Gentleness,  
9. Self-control 

Song of Songs 4:12: 

 ...a pleasure garden from  

1. Grenades along with noble fruits,  
2. Cyper flowers along with nards;  
3. Nard and  
4. Saffron,  
5. Seasoning tube and  
6. Cinnamon, along with all sorts of  
7. Incense wood,  
8. Myrrh and  
9. Aloe together with all the most excellent spices;  

...a garden spring, a fountain of living water. 

https://data.kahal.de/mp3/100400%20-%20A.Muhl%20-%20Die%20Frucht%20des%20Geistes%2C%2010.1991%2C%20WNxxx.mp3
https://data.kahal.de/pdf/549_A.Heller_Die_Frucht_des_Geistes_GuH.pdf
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"But manifest are the works of the flesh, which are: Adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, licentiousness; idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, wrath, 
selfishness, dissensions, factions; envy, murder, drunkenness, carousing, and 
such like; of which I foretold you, as I said before, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. Against such things there is no law." Galatians 23-5:19  

"A closed garden is my sister, my bride, a closed well, a sealed spring. That 
which is sprung from thee is a pleasure garden of garnets, together with noble 
fruits; cyper flowers, together with nard; nard and saffron, spice cane and 
cinnamon, together with all kinds of incense, myrrh and aloes, together with all 
the most excellent spices; a garden spring, a fountain of living water, and 
streams flowing from Lebanon."-" -“ Song of Songs ELB15-4:12  

"Now there was a vessel full of vinegar; and they soaked a sponge in vinegar, 
and put it round a hyssop, and put it to his mouth. ...After this Joseph of 
Arimathea - who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, for fear of the Jews - 
asked Pilate that he might remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate allowed it. So 
he came and took down the body of Jesus. But there came also Nicodemus, 
who had come before by night to Jesus, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
about 100 pounds. They then took the body of Jesus and bound it together 
with the fragrant spices in linen cloths, as the Jews were accustomed to bury. 
Now there was a garden in the place where Jesus had been crucified, and in the 
garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been laid." 41-19:29, 38John  

"And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him; and when he had 
rolled up the book, he found the place where it was written, The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach good tidings to the 
poor; he hath sent me to proclaim deliverance to captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to send forth the brokenhearted into liberty, to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord." And when he had rolled up the book, he gave it 
back to the servant and sat down; and all eyes in the synagogue were upon 
him. And he began to say to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing." ELB21-4:17Luke  

Isaiah 11 - Holy Spirit: 

"And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stump of Jesse, and a womb 
shall spring up out of his roots; upon the same shall rest the Spirit of the LORD, 
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

83| 188 

 

fear of the LORD: he shall not judge by sight, nor punish by hearing," 
3.-11:1Isaiah  

Isaiah 61 - Functions: 

"The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
preach good tidings to the miserable; he has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, the opening of the 
dungeon doors to them that are bound; to preach a year of the LORD's favor, 
and a day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn; to take heed to 
them that mourn in Zion, that I may give them ornaments for ashes, the oil of 
gladness instead of mourning, and garments of rejoicing instead of a spirit of 
affliction; that they may be called "oaks of righteousness," a "planting of the 
LORD" for his glory.“ 3-61:1Isaiah  

"But I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing 
of Christ. But I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and by the love 
of the Spirit, to fight with me in prayers for me unto God," Romans 30.-15:29  

"But be zealous for the greater gifts of grace; and a far more excellent way do I 
show unto you."... "Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest 
of these is love." 1 Corinthians 13:1312:31,1 Corinthians  

"Love is longsuffering, is kind; love does not envy; love does not boast, does 
not puff itself up, does not behave indecently, does not seek its own, is not 
embittered, does not impute evil, does not rejoice in unrighteousness but 
rejoices with the truth, endures all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things." 7-13:41 Corinthians  

"Kiss me with the kisses of his mouth, for your love is better than wine." Song 
of Songs 1:2 

Joy 

"Rejoice in the Lord always; and again I say, Rejoice! Let all men know your 
meekness! The Lord is near! Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, make your requests 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!" 7-4:4Philippians  

"For not serving Jehovah your God with joy and with a glad heart, because of 
the abundance of everything, you will serve your enemies, whom Jehovah will 
send against you in hunger and in thirst and in nakedness and in want of 
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everything; and he will put a yoke of iron on your neck until he has destroyed 
you. Jehovah will bring against thee from afar, from the end of the earth, a 
nation, as the eagle flies, a nation whose language thou understandest not; a 
nation of hard countenance, which regardeth not the person of the aged, 
neither hath pity on the child; And which shall devour the fruit of thy cattle, 
and the fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed; Which shall leave thee 
neither corn, nor wine, nor oil, nor the cast of thy oxen, nor the breeding of thy 
small cattle, until it have brought thee to ruin.“ Deut. 51-28:47  

Peace 

"The increase of dominion and peace shall have no end upon the throne of 
David, and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it by judgment and 
by righteousness, from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts 
will do this." 79:Isaiah  

"For a child is born to us, a son is given to us, and the government rests on his 
shoulder; and they call his name: Wonderful, Counselor, Strong God, Father of 
Eternity, Prince of Peace. The increase of dominion and peace shall have no 
end upon the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it by judgment and by righteousness from henceforth even for ever. The 
zeal of Jehovah of hosts will do this." 7-9:6Isaiah  

Langmut  

"I exhort you now, I, the prisoner in the Lord, that you walk worthy of the 
calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
have been called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all of us. But 
to each one of us grace has been given according to the measure of the gift of 
Christ." Ephesians 7-4:1  

"But thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest them that do such things, and 
doest the same, that thou wilt escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise 
the riches of His goodness and patience and longsuffering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leads you to repentance? But according to your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself in 
the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God," Romans 

5.-2:3  

Kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control 
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"But thinkest thou this, O man, who judgest them that do such things, and 
doest the same, that thou wilt escape the judgment of God? Or do you despise 
the riches of His goodness and patience and longsuffering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leads you to repentance? But according to your 
stubbornness and unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath for yourself in 
the day of wrath and the revelation of the righteous judgment of God," Romans 

5.-2:3  

"For your goodness is better than life; my lips will praise you." 63:3Psalm  

"A man's understanding makes him long-suffering, and his glory is to overlook 
transgression. 19:11Proverbs  

"Since we are the race of God, we should not think that the divine is like gold or 
silver or stone, which is the work of art and the invention of man. God 
therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now commands men that 
they should all repent everywhere, because he has appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has ordained, and has 
given proof of it to all by raising him from the dead." Acts 31-17:29  

"and shod on the feet with the readiness of the gospel of peace, having 
grasped above all this the shield of faith, with which ye are able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one. Take also the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying at all times with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching for the same in all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 18-6:15Ephesians  

"For in hope we have been saved. But hope that is seen is not hope; for what a 
man sees, what does he hope for? But if we hope for what we do not see, we 
wait with perseverance. In the same way, the Spirit takes care of our weakness, 
because we do not know what to ask as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 
intercedes for us in inexpressible groanings. But he who searches the heart 
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, for he intercedes for saints according to 
God. But we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are called according to purpose. For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firstborn among many brethren. And whom he did predestinate, 
these he also called; and whom he called, these he also justified; and whom he 
justified, these he also glorified. Now what shall we say to this? If God is for us, 
who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us 
all: how shall He not also with Him give us all things? Who will bring charges 
against God's elect? It is God who justifies; who is he who condemns? It is 
Christ who died, even more, who was also raised, who is also at the right hand 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

86| 188 

 

of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of 
Christ? Tribulation or fear or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? As it is written, "For thy sake we are slain all the day long; as sheep for 
the slaughter have we been counted." But in all this we are more than 
overcomers through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

39-8:24Romans  
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Shepherding from the center of man's 
being (1 Pet 5:2)  

 

"Shepherd the flock of God that is with you, exercising oversight not out of 
compulsion, but voluntarily, nor for shameful gain, but willingly, not as those 
who lord it over their possessions, but by being examples to the flock. And 
when the arch-shepherd is made manifest, ye shall receive the unfading crown 
of glory."  

4-5:21 Peter  

Author: Karl Geyer, from his writing "From the mental man to the spiritual 
man". 

"And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; these also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, one shepherd." John 
10:16 

"For you went astray like sheep, but you have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls." 1 Peter 2:25 

But the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of the everlasting covenant, perfect 
you in every good work to do his will, creating in you that which is well pleasing 
in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever." 
Amen. But I beseech you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation: for I 
also have written unto you in brief words." Hebrews 22-13:20  

"Rejoice always; pray continually; give thanks in everything, for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus toward you. Do not quench the Spirit; do not despise 
prophecies;" 1 Thessalonians 20.-5:16  

"And he hath given some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; until we all 
attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto 
the full grown man, unto the measure of the full stature of the fullness of 
Christ;" Ephesians 13-4:11  
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Where in a clear turning to God, better return (conversion), through 
repentance and faith the reconnection of the creature to the Creator took 
place, the interrupted connection in the spirit of our mind is restored. Man has 
thus acquired a completely new position in relation to God (2 Cor. 5:17). Life 
from God now flows through man again from its source and renews him from 
within also in the practical outward presentation of the new being. The renewal 
in the spirit of our thinking is therefore the gaining of a completely new 
attitude towards God. It is divine new creation of the inner man, it is rebirth in 
the spirit from the spirit. From here, from the pneuma of our Nous (Eph. 4, 23 
basic text), the divine being flows through our human existence and fills more 
and more all areas of life, until "in word and work and all being be Jesus and 
nothing else to be read". From this point, where man found his reconnection to 
the source of essential life, our pastoral service has to begin. This service is 
usually called pastoral care. It is also a service of those who have to give 
account for the souls entrusted to them (Hebr. 13, 16 -17). But the word 
pastoral care is not comprehensive enough. Christ is called the bishop and 
shepherd of our souls (1 Pet 2:25). After we are converted to Him, He exercises 
oversight over our souls and watches over us as the arch-shepherd (1 Pet 5:4). 
That is why Paul also commands the elders of Ephesus, whom the Holy Spirit 
had placed as overseers in the church, to feed the flock (Acts 20:28). From here 
it is also easy to understand why all his letters, especially the letters of the 
fullness, after the doctrinal revelation of our new position that God gave us in 
Christ, guide us in the second half to the practical presentation of the new 
nature, so that it may be led into fullness through growth and practice. Growth 
requires nourishment and practice requires guidance. This leading to the green 
pastures of the Word and to the fresh springs of the water of life is the office of 
the shepherd (Ps. 23). He leads on the right road in view of the full goal. We 
have to imitate His example if we want to lead others on the same path on 
which He led us. Since our renewal began in the innermost center of our being, 
in the pneuma of our nous (Eph. 4, 23) (figuratively speaking: in the Ark of the 
Covenant of our Holy of Holies, where the new bond with God would be 
accomplished, where the new covenant would be kept in the Ark, like the 
tablets of the Law in the Ark; cf. For this also: "I will put My law inside her and 
will write it on her heart", Jer. 31, 33), - that is why every true shepherd service 
can only start from there, as Paul also says in 1 Thess, 5, 23: Your spirit whole, 
together with soul and body. 

Shepherding, then, encompasses the whole man. It is the continuation of the 
work of God in man, which He began in the pneuma of our nous. From this 
point we also minister to the renewed man. Therefore, our service is first of all 
a "speaking into the nous", is a "nou-thetein", is "nouthesia". We seek to guide 
the renewed man through the promises, thus leading him on green pastures, to 
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encourage him, as an heir of these promises, to take possession of them, to 
obtain and enjoy them through faith and perseverance, thus leading him to 
spiritual maturity and full manhood in Christ, to all the fullness of God (Eph. 3, 
19), with which first the firstborn of the brethren was filled (Col. 2, 9), into 
whose image and glory we are to be transformed (Rom. 8, 29; 2. Cor. 3, 17. 18; 
1. Joh. 3, 2. 3). So it is not about soul guidance alone (least of all through 
psychology, psycho-analysis and psycho-therapy according to the methods of 
the psychikos, the unregenerate soul man), but about leading to spiritual 
maturity through the shepherding ministry of the Nouthesia. It is true that it 
often appears as if one could achieve a faster effect with the psychic remedies, 
and this is indeed the case, because the symptoms soon disappear. But therein 
lies the deception. The healing does not take place from the innermost center 
of being, from the ark in the Holy of Holies, where God's essential glory dwells, 
but on the surface. In a way, one only dusts the badger skins of the tabernacle, 
removes the unpleasant manifestations of the soul life, the consequences of 
the complexes. But that part into which one can enter only as one previously 
reconciled oneself with reconciling blood, when one is called to it, one does not 
enter because one instinctively feels that it is dangerous to enter that place on 
one's own authority. God watches over the place of the presence of His glory 
and kills those who desecrate it. See Nadab and Abihu! Shepherding is priestly 
service in the royal authority of the Spirit, is royal priesthood by God's grace. 
(From the recommendable new writing "Vom seelischen Menschen zum 
Geistesmenschen" by Karl Geyer = issue 2 of the series "FÜR LEBEN UND 
GLAUBEN". For more details, please refer to the 3rd cover page). 
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Our actual, real life story (Rom. 11:36)  

 

"For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things; to him be glory forever 
and ever! Amen." 

SCH200011:36Romans  

Author: freely compiled according to Adolf Heller's lecture of the same name. 

When you apply, you have to submit a resume. Where you were born, what 
certificates you have, etc. What does our actual real curriculum vitae look like 
from God's point of view, from the point of view of Scripture? 

Goethe says our life cycle follows iron laws 

We complete our circle of life not according to the brazen law of sin and death, 
but according to the golden law of faith and love. God is faithful according to 
His love. 

"For God hath shut up all together in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon 
all. O what depth of riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and how inscrutable his ways! For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has given 
him anything before, that it might be recompensed to him? For of him, and 
through him, and to him, are all things; to him be glory forever and ever! 
Amen." 

000SCH236-11:32Romans  

Our actual real resume: 

1. Created in God's image 
2. Falling to death through sin 
3. Redeemed by the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ 
4. Newly begotten and born again of God 
5. Restored in his image 
6. Surrendered to God so that we may test what is the good, pleasing and 

perfect will of God 
7. We boast of the hope of the glory of God 

1. created in God's image 
 

https://data.kahal.de/mp3/45800%20-%20A.Heller%20-%20Unsere%20eigentliche%20wirkliche%20Lebensgeschichte%20%281971%29.mp3
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"And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth. And God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them; and 
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth." 

SCH200028-1:26Genesis  

"And Adam was 130 years old when he begat a son like himself, in his own 
image, and he named him Seth." 

SCH20005:3Genesis  

"For if we have been made one with him, and have become like him in his 
death, we shall be like him also in the resurrection; knowing this, that our old 
man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be put out of operation, 
that we should serve sin no more: for he that is dead is absolved from sin." 

SCH20007-6:5Romans  

"This is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn, who is over all creation. 
For in him all things were created, things in heaven and things on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers: All 
things were created by him and for him;" 

SCH200016-1:15Colossians  

2. to death through sin. 
 
Not through our sin, but through the sin of our progenitor Adam. Sin has 
penetrated to all people. 

Our sin is that there is a salvation but we do not accept it; out of defiance, out 
of favorite sin, as unbelief, John 14-16. 

"Of sin, because they believe not on me;"  
John SCH200016:9  

Our sin is that we do not believe. 

We can put an end to this sin of unbelief at any time. We can now escape from 
destruction and take refuge in Jesus Christ. This is the way that is open to all. 

Sin occurs when God withdraws or the creature moves away from God. 
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"He has made the moon to determine the times; the sun knows its setting. If 
you create darkness, and it becomes night, all the animals of the forest stir. The 
young lions roar for prey and seek their food from God. When the sun rises, 
they retire and lie down in their hiding places; but man goes out to his day's 
work, to his labor until evening. Lord, how are your works so many! You have 
made them all in wisdom, and the earth is filled with your possessions." 

SCH200024-104:19Psalms  

"Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and through 
sin death, and so death came to all men, because they all sinned (For even 
before the law sin was in the world; but where there is no law, sin is not 
reckoned." 

SCH200013-5:12Romans  

"And unto this people thou shalt say, Thus saith the LORD; Behold, I set before 
you the way of life, and the way of death: He that abideth in this city shall die 
either by the sword, or with famine, or with the pestilence: but he that goeth 
out, and overcometh unto the Chaldeans that besiege you, the same shall live, 
and carry away his life as a prey. For I have set my face against this city for evil 
and not for good, declares the Lord; into the hand of the king of Babylon it will 
be given, and he will burn it with fire!" 

SCH200010-21:8Jeremiah  

"For if we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son while we 
were enemies, how much more shall we, being reconciled, be saved through 
his life! But not only this, but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. Therefore, just 
as through one man sin entered into the world, and through sin death, and so 
death came to all men, because they all sinned (for even before the law sin was 
in the world; but where there is no law, sin is not reckoned. Nevertheless, from 
Adam to Moses, death reigned also over those who had not sinned with like 
transgression as Adam, who is a model of him who was to come." 

SCH200014-5:10Romans  

3. redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 
We can take nothing with us from this world, besides one thing: Jesus has 
taken hold of us. 
 
"Nevertheless, from Adam until Moses, death reigned also over those who had  
not sinned with a like transgression as Adam, who is an example of Him who 
was to come. But it is not with the gift of grace as with the transgression. For if 
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through the transgression of the one the many died, how much more did the 
grace of God and the gift of grace come to the many in overflowing measure 
through the one man Jesus Christ. And it is not so with the gift as with that 
which came through the one who sinned. For the judgment out of the one to 
condemnation; but the gift of grace out of many transgressions to justification. 
For if as a result of the transgression of the one, death came to reign through 
the one, how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and 
the gift of righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ!) So then, as 
through the transgression of the one came condemnation for all men, so also 
through the righteousness of the one comes justification for all men, which 
gives life. For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were 
made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one the many are made 
righteous." 

0SCH20019-5:14Romans  

"But now that you have been set free from sin and made servants of God, you 
have as your fruit sanctification, and as your end eternal life. For the wages of 
sin is death; but the gift of God's grace is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

SCH200023-6:22s Roman  

"He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and has translated us into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins. This one is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn, who is above all creation. For in him all things were created, things in 
heaven and things on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or principalities or powers: All things were created by him and for him; and he 
is before all things, and all things have their foundation in him. And he is the 
head of the body, the church, he who is the beginning, the firstborn from the 
dead, that in all things he might be first." 

SCH200018-1:13Colossians  

"For in hope we have been saved. But a hope that is seen is no hope: for 
whatsoever a man seeth, what doth he hope for? But if we hope for what we 
do not see, we wait with perseverance. In the same way, the Spirit takes care of 
our weakness, because we do not know what to ask as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself intercedes for us in inexpressible groanings. But he who searches the 
heart knows what the mind of the Spirit is, for he intercedes for saints 
according to God. But we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are called according to purpose. For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brethren. And whom he did 
predestinate, these he also called; and whom he called, these he also justified; 
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and whom he justified, these he also glorified. Now what shall we say to this? If 
God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but gave 
Him up for us all: how shall He not with Him also give us all things? Who will 
bring charges against God's elect? It is God who justifies; who is he who 
condemns? It is Christ who died, even more, who was also raised, who is also at 
the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Tribulation or fear or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? As it is written, "For thy sake we are slain all the day long; as 
sheep for the slaughter have we been counted." But in all this we are more 
than overcomers through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

39-8:24Romans  

4. begotten anew and born anew of God. 
 
"So also it is written: The first man, Adam, "became a living soul"; the last 
Adam, a life-giving spirit." 

SCH200015:451 Corinthians  

"Henceforth therefore we know no man after the flesh: though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet know we him no more so. Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creation: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new! But all this from God, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus 
Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; for God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, not imputing their sins to them, and putting 
the word of reconciliation in us. So now we are ambassadors for Christ, and in 
such a way that God Himself exhorts through us; so now we ask vicariously for 
Christ: be reconciled to God! For he made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, 
that we might become the righteousness of God in him." 

SCH200021-5:16nthians 2 Cori  

"For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you have not 
received a spirit of bondage, that you should fear again, but you have received 
the spirit of sonship, in which we cry out: Abba, Father! The Spirit itself bears 
witness together with our spirit that we are God's children. But if we are 
children, we are heirs also, even heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; if 
indeed we suffer with him, that we may be glorified with him also." 

SCH200017-8:14Romans  
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"And there are heavenly bodies, and earthly bodies; but different is the 
brightness of the heavenly bodies, and different that of the earthly; a different 
brightness hath the sun, and a different brightness hath the moon, and a 
different brightness hath the stars; for one star differeth from another in 
brightness. So it is also with the resurrection of the dead: It is sown in 
corruption, and is raised in incorruption; it is sown in dishonor, and is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, and is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, 
and is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual 
body. So also it is written: The first man, Adam, "became a living soul"; the last 
Adam, a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the natural, 
then the spiritual. The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the 
Lord from heaven. As the earthy is constituted, so are the earthy; and as the 
heavenly is constituted, so are the heavenly. And as we have borne the image 
of the earthy, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly. But this I say, 
brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither does 
corruptible inherit incorruption. Behold, I tell you a mystery: though we shall 
not all sleep, yet shall we all be changed, suddenly, in a moment, at the time of 
the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. But when this 
corruptible will put on incorruption and this mortal will put on immortality, 
then the word will be fulfilled which is written: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory! Death, where is your sting? Kingdom of the dead, where is your 
victory?" But the sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!" 

SCH200057-15:401 Corinthians  

"But you did not know Christ in this way; if indeed you have listened to Him and 
have been taught in Him-as is truth in Jesus-that, as for the former walk, you 
have put off the old man, who was corrupt because of deceitful lusts, being 
renewed on the other hand in the spirit of your mind, and having put on the 
new man, who is created according to God in true righteousness and holiness." 

SCH200024-4:20Ephesians  

"But now you also put away all these things - anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
ugly talk from your mouths. Do not lie to one another, since you have put off 
the old man with his actions and have put on the new, who is being renewed to 
knowledge, in the image of Him who created him;" 

SCH200010-3:8Colossians  

"For as in the Adam all die, so also in the Christ all will be made alive. But each 
in his own order: the firstfruits, Christ; then those who are of the Christ at his 
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coming; then the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God and Father, 
when he will have put away all rule and all authority and power. For he must 
reign until he has put all enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be put away 
is death. "For he has put all things under his feet." But when he says that all 
things are subdued, it is evident that he is excepted who has subdued all things 
to him. But when all things shall be subject unto him, then shall the Son himself 
also be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in 
all)." 

ELB28-15:221 Corinthians  

5. restored to his image 
 
"But the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
But we all, beholding with unveiled face the glory of the Lord as in a mirror, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even of the Spirit of 
the Lord." 

SCH200018-3:172 Corinthians  

"Behold, what love the Father has shown us, that we should be called children 
of God! Therefore the world does not recognize us, because it has not 
recognized Him. Beloved, we are now children of God, and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be; but we know that when He shall be revealed we 
shall be conformed to Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And every one that 
hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He also is pure." 

SCH20003-3:11 John  

"For as many promises of God as there are - in Him is the Yes, and in Him also 
the Amen, to God's praise through us!" 

SCH20001:202 Corinthians  

6. surrendered to God, that we may test what is the good, pleasing and 
perfect will of God 
 
"I exhort you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your minds, that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God. For I say by the grace given me, to every one that is 
among you, not to think more highly of himself than is fitting to think, but to 
think so as to be prudent, according as God hath apportioned to every one the 
measure of faith." 

ELB3-12:1ROEMERS  
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7 We boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
 
"Being therefore justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained access by faith into the 
grace wherein we stand, and we boast in the hope of the glory of God. But not 
only so, but we also boast in afflictions, knowing that affliction brings about 
steadfast perseverance, but steadfast perseverance brings about probation, 
and probation brings about hope; but hope does not fail, because the love of 
God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us." 

SCH20005-5:1Romans  

Hope is executed on, in and through us 

"For I am convinced that the sufferings of the present time do not outweigh the 
glory that is to be revealed in us. For the eager expectation of creation longs for 
the revelation of the sons of God. Creation, in fact, is subjected to mortality, 
not voluntarily, but by Him who subjected it, in hope that creation itself will 
also be liberated from the bondage of mortality to the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. For we know that the whole creation groaneth withal, and 
lieth in travail withal until now; and not only they, but we ourselves also, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groaningly await the adoption as sons, 
the redemption of our bodies. For it is in hope that we have been saved. But a 
hope that is seen is no hope; for why does anyone also hope for what he sees?" 

SCH200024-8:18Romans  

"But may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you 
may overflow in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit!  
The God of peace be with you all! Amen." 

SCH200015:13, 33Romans  

"For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom every family in the heavens and on earth is named, that he may give you 
to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inner man, according to 
the riches of his glory; That the Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 
being rooted and grounded in love, that you may be able to comprehend fully 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and to 
know the love of the Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. But to Him who is able to do above all things, above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us, to Him be 
glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus, to all generations of the age of ages! 
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Amen.) -“ 
ELB7121-3:14Ephesians  
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The comprehensive and multilayered 
Work of the Holy Spirit (2.Tim. 2,16)  

 

"All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for instruction, for conviction, 
for reproof, for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be fully 
prepared, fully equipped for every good work." 

SCH200017-3:162 Timothy  

Author: Gerhard Herbst, Berlin - from his article of the same name in GuH 

"Prophecy was never produced by the will of man, but holy men sent by God 
spoke, impelled by the Holy Spirit." 2 Pet. 1:21 (Albrecht) "All Scripture is 
inspired by God's Spirit." 2 Tim. 3,16 (Schlachter)   

The Holy Spirit does not only exist since Pentecost. Already during the 
restoration of the first earth, which was plunged into tohu- wabohu by the fall 
of the angel of light Lucifer, the Holy Spirit was creatively active. In the first two 
verses of the Bible we read: "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth." (According to Isa. 45:18, God did not create the earth desolate and 
empty - Heb. tohuwabohu). "And the earth became desolate and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the rushing deep waters, and the Creator Spirit 
of God (Hebrew ruach) hovered (brooded) over the face of the waters." The 
activity of the creator spirit of God on the three first days of creation consisted 
in the fact that he separated first the light from the darkness on the "first day", 
on the "second day" the waters below the sky from the waters above the sky 
separated and on the "third day" from the lower waters the dry one emerged 
and thus the habitable earth from the sea separated.  

That these three creation and divorce "days" were not days of 24 hours, but 
immeasurable periods of time, already results from the fact that God put only 
on the fourth creation day sun, moon and stars for the determination of times 
and days and years in the sky, so that before that a temporal recording of the 
events is not possible at all. The biblical account of creation still raises doubts 
among Christians today as to whether the details of the account are to be 
taken credibly and literally. God does not expect His children to believe things 
that have sprung from human imagination. It was therefore His urgent concern 
to have empowered and sanctified men write down His goals and plans from 
creation to the completion of salvation as the Holy Spirit, God's creative spirit, 
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inspired them. When the apostles Paul and Peter, led by the Holy Spirit, say: 
"All Scripture is inspired by God's Spirit", "holy men have spoken, driven by the 
Holy Spirit", and when Jesus says: "Heaven and earth can pass away sooner 
than even the smallest letter or a single stroke of the law" (Matth. 5,18), the 
absolute authority of the Holy Scripture is thus testified.  

In today's chaotic times, when all values are being questioned, the inspired 
Word of God is the only thing we can rely on one hundred percent.  

God Himself expressly confesses His word, which holy men, driven by the Holy 
Spirit, have also written down about the primeval times up to the completion 
of His counsel. Isa. 46:9-11: "Remember the beginning from the primeval times, 
that I am God and none else ... who declare from the beginning the end, and 
from of old that which is not yet come to pass; who say, My counsel shall come 
to pass, and all My good pleasure will I do ... I have spoken, and will cause it to 
come to pass; I have designed, and will perform it." The Holy Spirit did not only 
work in the writers of the biblical books. Already in the Old Covenant and 
before Pentecost, He was placed on individual men to enable them for special 
ministries.  

In Exodus 11:25 we read, "And Yahweh came down in the cloud, and spake 
unto Moses, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and put it upon the 70 
men, the elders. And it came to pass, as soon as the Spirit settled upon them, 
they prophesied." Among the individuals upon whom the Spirit of the Lord 
came are Balaam (Deut. 24:2), Gideon (Judg. 6:34), Samson (Judg. 14:6), David 
(1 Sam. 16:13). The Spirit of the Lord had also come upon the prophets Ezekiel 
and Micah (Ezek 11:5; Micah 3:8). When the time was fulfilled and God let His 
Son become man, the Holy Spirit worked in a special way. Already John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, came into the world in a supernatural way. His 
mother Elizabeth was barren and his father very old when he received the 
promise from the angel Gabriel that Elizabeth would bear him a son (Luk 1:13-
15). The same angel Gabriel also visited the virgin Mary and told her (verse 31): 
"You will conceive in the womb and bear a son. The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you and power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also that holy 
thing which shall be born shall be called the Son of God." If the incarnation of 
Jesus was about the spirit-worked procreation of earthly life, the sphere of 
action of the Holy Spirit has considerably expanded and shifted to the spiritual 
level since the emergence of the church of Jesus Christ and the gathering of the 
members of His body chosen before the foundation of the world. The church 
owes its origin, its existence until today and its preparation for the day of Jesus 
Christ primarily to the Holy Spirit.  
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1. "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God" 
(Rom. 8:16).  

2. in Christ we are a new creation, a new creature. The old has passed away, 
the new has become (2 Cor. 5:17).  

3. our inward man begotten of the Spirit is not mortal, but is renewed by Him 
day by day (2Co 4:16).  

4. the Spirit of truth who has come guides us into all truth and proclaims to us 
what is coming (Jn 16:13). To Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles, the Holy Spirit 
revealed the mysteries concerning the Body of Christ and the counsel of God 
for the salvation of all men. In writing down these revelations, Paul brought the 
Word of God to its full measure (Col. 1:25). The Holy Spirit enables us to 
translate these prophetic revelations into our time.  

5 The Holy Spirit will give each member of the body of Christ a gift of grace as 
the Spirit wills (1Co 12:12).  

Jesus announces to His disciples in John 14:16 that the Father will send them 
the Holy Spirit as their Advocate, the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot 
catch because it does not see Him nor know Him. He will teach them 
everything and remind them of everything.  

According to Eph. 1,13.14 the members of the body of Christ, who were chosen 
before the foundation of the world, are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. 
He is the pledge (deposit) of their inheritance until the redemption of the 
acquired property. The sealing is a sign of the value we have in His eyes. It 
makes us invulnerable to the attacks of the adversary, Satan. The pledge gives 
us the guarantee that one day we will receive the lot kept for us in the 
heavenly places. 

The same Holy Spirit who has been filling the church of Jesus Christ from the 
nations with spiritual life and guiding it for almost 2000 years is already 
gathering a selection from Israel (Rom. 11:6) among the Jews who have been 
brought back by God to the promised land and who recognize Jesus as Messiah 
and Redeemer. According to Rom. 11:25,26, all of Israel will be saved only after 
the full number of the nations has arrived (the church has been raptured) and 
after "the Redeemer has come out of Zion, who will turn away the wicked from 
Jacob and take away their sins." In the prophet Ezekiel (chap. 36:24-28), the 
Lord promises, "I will gather you from all countries and bring you into your own 
land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean. I will give you a 
new heart and put a new spirit within you. I will make you walk in my statutes 
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and do my judgments. You will be my people and I will be your God." The 
redemption of Israel is sovereign action of Yahweh, and it is not accomplished 
in individuals, but in the whole people. It is the prerequisite for Israel to 
become a blessing for all the peoples of the earth. Before all Israel experiences 
the great day of its redemption, it still has to go through the great tribulation of 
the 70th week (Dan. 9:27). Jesus already promised this at the time of His walk 
on earth (Joh. 5,43; Matth. 24,15.21). Let us pray that God will open the eyes of 
His people very soon and that He will give our Messianic brothers and sisters 
the right courage to be witnesses. 
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To Him they all live (Luke 20:38)  

 

"Now He is not God of the dead, but of the living; for unto Him all live." 

Luke SCH5120:38  

Author: Karl Merz - article with the same name from GuH 

The Dead Live On - Four Reflections by Karl Merz (1890-1969)   

1. to him they all live   

"But that the dead rise, Moses also pointed this out at the thorn-bush, when he 
called the Lord 'God of Abraham, and God of Isaac, and God of Jacob.' Now God 
is not God of the dead, but of the living; for to Him they all live" (Luk 20:37, 38).   

In order to gain knowledge about life after death, we deliberately do not ask 
the Old Testament. True, we know that in dealing with this question, 
Ecclesiastes Solomon and the like are often cited. But we hold that there is 
ongoing revelation in Scripture, not least in view of the subject matter with 
which we are concerned here. We therefore turn to the New Testament, 
because it contains the last revelations. But there we ask for information first 
of all from the Lord Himself. - In the above word He says clearly and 
unmistakably that the dead (continue to) live. He even takes this fact from the 
Old Testament, which says more about our question than is usually assumed. 
One must only understand to read it correctly. Jesus points to Exodus 3:6, 
which says, "I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob." So, not only was He 
while they were alive, but He still is, even after they have died. Consequently, 
they must (continue to) live. - Lessing is said to have said that Jesus, with this 
His answer to the Sadducees, gave the greatest proof of His sagacity. Now our 
Lord does not need such a testimony in Himself.But we are grateful that it was 
issued to Him by a great one of this world. - "To Him they all live." This is 
proven by Matth. 17,3 (Moses with Elia on the mountain of transfiguration); 
further Joh. 8,56 ("Abraham saw my day and rejoiced"). No, by no means is 
"everything over with death". Let us seriously consider this.    

2. life after death   

"Wherefore we also, whether we be at home, or whether we be strangers, do 
well that we please Him" (2Co 5:9).  
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In 1 Thess. 5:23 (and in some other places) Paul has directed our view to the 
return of the Lord. The members of the first church lived their personal lives in 
expectation of the returning Lord. This seems significant to us. Unfortunately, 
the believers of later times focused more on death. We do not want to blame 
this at all. For in the meantime all believers have died without having 
experienced the return of the Lord. So it was obvious to ask the Lord for a 
blessed end. The above passage is a proof for us that there is a life after death 
at all. Paul speaks in the context of being unclothed and being clothed again (2 
Cor. 5:2-4). By the former he means that our soul (or spirit) must take off its 
garment, that is, the body; in other words, that a person dies. By the latter he 
means that believers will experience the Second Coming of the Lord and their 
inherently mortal bodies will be transformed. In both cases, his concern is to 
please the Lord. So there is an (immediate) continuation of life after death. By 
the way, this corresponds to the nature and the work of God. With Him there is 
no standstill, but a further development.    

3. without dress   

"When it opened the 5th seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who 
were choked because of the word of God and because of the testimony they 
had. And they cried out with a loud voice ..." (Rev 6:9, 10).   

We are transported here to the time of the seal judgments, i.e. to the time of 
the last great tribulation. John looks at "souls" who have been killed for the 
sake of Jesus. Obviously these are the martyrs who had to give up their lives 
under the rule of the "beast" (Rev. 13). By "souls" we understand here bodiless 
people. It happened to them what their Lord said: "Do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but do not like to kill the soul" (Matth. 10,28). We hear them 
crying out for vengeance. We don't really want to like that. But just with this 
we get another contribution to the question of life after death. Death does not 
change a person; it only reveals what is there. This is true in general. Those 
martyrs had to go through hard and most difficult things. Perhaps they had 
come to faith in Christ not long before. The Spirit of God had not yet gained so 
much space and power in them that they could have easily forgiven their 
murderers. They may have felt naked as mere "souls" (2Co 5:3). Therefore they 
are given a garment (a covering) and asked to wait until their brothers are also 
fully added to it. Then God would already hold judgment. - Without having to 
give away the belief in a resurrection according to Phil. 3,10.11, which is a 
single resurrection, it seems according to the above word, as if the resurrection 
takes place in groups. This became clear when after the resurrection of the 
Lord those many bodies of the saints left their graves (Matth. 27,52.53). It will 
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also become clear when, according to Oetinger, the "bulk" of the body 
members will be raptured at the Second Coming of the Lord (1 Thess. 4,13-18).    

4. with Christ   

"Christ is my life and dying is my gain...I desire to depart and be with Christ" 
(Phil. 1:21, 23).   

Adolf Schlatter's father lay on his deathbed. The bystanders tried to strengthen 
and encourage him in view of the walk through the dark valley. They did so by 
pointing to the city with the pearly gates and the golden alleys, where he would 
soon be allowed to stay. But the dying man refused. He did not long for such 
"trinkets," he said. He was much more looking forward to hanging soon on the 
neck of his Savior. - Perhaps we would not have spoken of the future glory as 
"junk". But what we like in that man is the desire for Jesus, as Gustav Knak 
expresses it in that well-known song: "Let me go, that I may see Jesus! My soul 
is full of desire to embrace Him forever and to stand before His throne." Paul 
reckoned with the possibility that he might be condemned to death, that is, 
that he would have to die. However, he did not feel any fear, rather he was 
filled with the desire to be with Christ. This was life to him, and dying could 
only bring him gain. Certainly, it is not wrong to look forward to the glory of the 
new world and to long for reunion with one's loved ones. But the best spiritual 
state is expressed in longing for Jesus.  
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Last will be first (Matth. 20,16)  

 

"So the last shall be first and the first last. For many are called, but few are 
chosen." 

SCH5120:16Matthew  

"Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am 
the first and I am the last, and besides me there is no God." 

Isa. 44,6 

 "I, the Lord, am the first, and with the last I am the same."   

Isa. 41,4 

Author: Gerhard Herbst, Berlin. Article from GuH 

These few scriptural testimonies reveal to us wonderful salvation-historical 
connections. They are words spoken by Yahweh, the Lord, the King of Israel, 
the Redeemer, the Lord of hosts, who is none other than Christ, the Lord and 
the Head of the church. This Lord of the history of the world and of salvation 
presents Himself as the One who is the first and the last, who is still the same 
at the end as He was at the beginning, and who thus proves that He holds the 
whole history of mankind - from Adam to the time when heaven and earth pass 
away (Matth. 24,35) - firmly in His hand. Job could say in full assurance (Job 
19:25): "I know that my Redeemer lives, and as the last He will stand on the 
earth."  

This Lord, this Kyrios, is the Son of God, whom the Father made before all ages 
by His word of procreation "You are my Son, today I have begotten you" the 
firstborn of all creation (Ps. 2,7; Col. 1,15; Hebr. 1,5.6). As such, the Son is also 
the Creator of all things in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones, dominions, principalities or powers. All things are created 
through Him and for Him, and the whole universe exists together through Him. 
For the execution of His all-encompassing tasks, the Father gave Him "all 
authority in heaven and on earth" (Matth. 28,18). The Son does not need this 
power for Himself. He has rather subordinated His will completely to the will of 
the Father (Hebr. 10,9). That the goals of the Father will be achieved with the 
creation down to the last dot is guaranteed by the Son, who is not only the 



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

107| 188 

 

first, the beginning, but also the last, the goal, and who does not change until 
the end, but remains the same (Is 41,4).  

To carry out His goals and plans on this earth, the Son needs creatures as 
instruments who are willing to do His will. Naturally, the mass of people is not 
ready for this. Therefore, before the foundation of the world, Christ called out 
a selection from the nations (Eph. 1:4-10) to prepare His salvation intentions on 
this earth.  

God's plan of salvation with mankind is characterized by three basic criteria:  

God does not save all people at once, but in certain orders one after another 
(1Co 15:22-28).  

God saves a selection first, then the masses.  

3. the elect of God do not include the wise, mighty and noble of this world, but 
the foolish, weak, ignoble and despised, that which is nothing (a zero) (1Co 
1:26-28).  

He, who is the first and the last, chooses from the last of this earth - by grace 
alone - a multitude whom He wants to make the first in His kingdom. "He has 
made us alive with Christ ... and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the abundant riches of His 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus" (Eph 2:5-7). On the other hand, 
God also overthrows the mighty - who are first in their eyes - from the throne 
and makes them last. Thus Jesus' word in Matth. 19,30 comes true: "Many first 
will be last and last first."   

Also in the great temporal course of the history of salvation God proceeds 
according to the principle "first will be last". Each of the three salvation bodies 
(1. nations, 2. Israel, 3. church) has been given 2000 years in the course of the 
6000 years of human history - the day of man - in which man could show how 
he dealt with the creation order to fill the earth and to subdue it. Israel's Torah 
sages also divide the "Day of Man" into three times 2000 years: The time from 
Adam to Abraham (0 to 2000) they call the "Tohu time", the lawless primal 
period; the time from Abraham to the destruction of the temple (2000 B.C. to 
70 A.D.) the Torah time (the time of the law); the time from 70 A.D. to today 
the Messianic time; as Christians we would call it the time of the church. The 
6000-year day of man is followed by the 7th millennium as the Sabbath year, 
the millennium of rest for Israel and peace for all nations.  
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God marked the points of transition from one period to another by personal 
action: At the end of the 2000 years of lawless time, God called Abraham to be 
the progenitor of the Jewish people and chose Israel to be His own people, 
which He separated from the other nations, to whom He gave the land of Israel 
as a perpetual possession and - later through Moses - the law of Sinai as a 
guideline.  

God marked the end of the 2000-year age of the Law by giving His Son on the 
cross of Calvary. In doing so, He simultaneously created the basis for the 
redemption of an entire human race, not only those born after Golgotha, but 
also those who had walked this earth since Adam without having heard 
anything of the Good News. Because this event was of such crucial importance 
in the history of salvation, God ordained His Son to be the sacrificial Lamb even 
before the foundation of the world (1 Pet 1:18-20). The incarnation of the Son 
took place exactly at the time that the Father had appointed for Himself. That is 
why Paul writes in Gal. 4,4: "But when the fullness of time (Greek: the pläroma 
of chronos) had come, God sent His Son, born of a woman." This also fulfilled 
the promise of the serpent in Genesis 3:15.  

While the age of the law was concluded by the birth and sacrificial death of 
Jesus, the age of the church ends with the return of Christ. The Father has also 
fixed this point in time with Himself. When the disciples asked the Lord about 
the time shortly before His ascension, He replied to them (Acts 1:6): "It is not 
for you to know times or dates which the Father has set in His own power." 
This point in time is of very special importance because the history of salvation 
then passes from the church to Israel. In Rom. 11:25, 26 Paul made known the 
mystery that hardening has happened to Israel in part until the fullness of the 
nations will have come in, and so all Israel will be saved. Out of Zion will come 
the Savior (Redeemer), and He will turn away the ungodliness from Jacob. - The 
replacement of the church with heavenly calling by Israel with earthly calling 
necessitates a twofold return of Christ. First, Christ will come as Lord and Head 
of the church on the day of the Rapture - invisible to the world - up to the 
heavenly air to take His members in a glorious body to meet Him (1 Thess. 
4,13-17; Phil. 3,20.21). After that the tribulation period of the 70th week of 
Daniel begins for Israel on earth (Dan. 9,24.27). Only when Israel has lived 
through and suffered this, the Redeemer will come out of Zion for the whole 
chosen people (Rom. 11,26; Is. 59,20). When He will set His feet on the Mount 
of Olives, all the families of Israel will see Him, even those who pierced Him, 
and they will mourn bitterly over Him (Zech. 12:10; Rev. 1:7). "Can a nation be 
brought into the world in one day, or a nation be born all at once?" The 
prophet Isaiah marveled at this miracle of the rebirth of the whole nation (Isa. 
66:8).  
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The church does not wait - contrary to what is generally proclaimed and also 
expressed in the hymns - for the visible return of Jesus, but for the day of the 
Rapture and the transformation of their bodies. The last of the three bodies of 
salvation will be the first to enter the consummation, soon after that all Israel 
will be saved, and finally the redeemed Israel will make disciples of all nations 
in the Millennial Kingdom (Matth. 28,19.20). Thus, in terms of salvation, the 
last will also be first and the first last. Let us fix our eyes on our soon returning 
Lord!  
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"...for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength!" (Neh. 8, 10)  

 

"...for the joy of the LORD is your strength!" 

8:10Nehemiah  

"For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord! It is not a burden to me to write 
this to you, but it makes you certain." 

3:1Philippians  

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, temperance." 

5:22Galatians  

"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice! Let all people experience your 
meekness! The Lord is near! Worry about nothing; but in everything, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known before 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will keep your 
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus! For the rest, brethren, whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honorable, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever 
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are pleasant, 
whatsoever things are any virtue or praiseworthy, be mindful of them!" 

8-4:4Philippians  

Author: Eberhard Weber, excerpts from his article in GuH 2010 

Nehemiah 8:10 says, "...for joy in the Lord is your strength." Joy does not seem 
to be one of the most pronounced virtues in Christianity of our day. The 
"struggle of faith" requires seriousness and dedication. But Paul, of all people, 
who really would have had much reason to live a sorrowful Christian life, 
reminds us again and again of joy, especially in Philippians. "Rejoice in the 
Lord!" we find, for example, in Phil. 3:1, and Paul adds that it was not 
bothersome or fretful for him to write such a thing. It is also astonishing that 
the fruit of the Spirit, of which we read in Gal. 5:22, famously mentions love in 
the first place, but then joy already follows in the second place. A joyless 
Christianity is a weakened Christianity because one may have lost sight of the 
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present indwelling of Christ and the future glory. Deuteronomy 28:47 has a 
very serious word that we should also take to heart, "For not serving the Lord 
your God with joy and a glad heart because of the abundance of everything, 
you will serve your enemies whom the Lord will send against you..." Abundance 
of spiritual things we have certainly received in our circles. This can only make 
us grateful and joyful. Jesus Himself, who experienced much opposition and 
hostility on this earth and who always saw His suffering and death before Him, 
was a man full of joy. This is what the 45th Psalm tells us in verse 8: 
"...therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness, more 
than your comrades." The word is repeated and confirmed in the New 
Testament in Heb. 1:9. What Je- sus once asked of the Father for His disciples 
may also apply to us: "Now I come to You, and this I speak in the world, that 
they may have My joy fully in them" (John 17:13). I confess that we do not 
always feel like joy. And the darkness of the days does not always make our 
hearts "go in leaps and bounds" either. And yet, precisely because we see the 
return of Jesus approaching in our highly prophetic days, I believe we should 
give joy a greater place. 
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Giving thanks works wonders (1 Thess. 
5,18)  

 

"Be joyful always! Pray without ceasing! In everything be thankful, for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not dampen the spirit, do not despise 
prophecy, but test everything. Keep that which is good; abstain from evil in 
every form." 

22-5:161 Thessalonians  

Author: Jürgen Schard, article with the same title from GuH 2010 

God wants us to give Him thanks in all things; not only when things go well for 
us, but also for difficult and sorrowful paths. This is what God's Word says: Give 
thanks in all things, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (1 Thess. 
5:18). 

Is that even possible? Do you do that? In times of sickness or severe 
disappointment? With depression or deep hurt? With bullying at work or at 
school or even when you lose your job? Do you even give thanks for that? Isn't 
that too much to ask, piously overstretched? But precisely therein lies the 
secret of a blessed and contented life. Some believers are inwardly blocked 
because their faith in God's power of love is not enough to thank Him for 
everything, really everything. There are things in life that some cannot cope 
with: hidden needs, unfulfilled longings, or the feeling of having fallen short. 
Serious disappointments, perhaps even about God, that can be deeply 
imprinted on a person's soul. It really all comes down to overcoming these 
things and thanking God for the puzzles, for hurts or disappointments. Therein 
lies the key to changing our lives for the better. Because giving thanks works 
wonders. - Three reasons can help us do this: 

1. God means it deeply good with us 

To grasp that, to believe that, a lot depends on that. You are not a child of 
chance. God has created you wonderfully. He wants you, now and forever. The 
enemy wants to talk you out of it, often by comparing you with others who 
seem to be better off. Luther thinks that man would certainly be more grateful 
if God did not give him all the gifts at once. 
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God give us a new understanding of how much we are loved. God has only 
thoughts of peace and love with you. 

2. God does not make a mistake 

He has everything under control and overlooks nothing or looks away. He 
directs and guides everything down to the smallest detail. Therefore: "Nothing 
can happen to me except what He has foreseen and what is beneficial to me. 
Therefore, whatever happens to you, it is the Lord, omnipresent and 
omnipotent, who surrounds us on all sides and holds our whole life in His 
hands. Thus, all things must serve us for the best (Rom. 8:28). What a word! 
Even if we do not yet understand many things, we trust that God will direct 
everything for the best. God will one day solve all the riddles of our lives and 
create wonderful things precisely through them. Bodelschwingh also testifies to 
this: "The maturing of a Christian is, at the deepest level, a becoming grateful. 

We do not want to be grouchy and disappointed head hangers with such a 
great and wonderful God, but contented and grateful people. Because the light 
of life has enlightened us, we can be joyful in hope (Rom. 12:12). 

3. saying yes to the ways of God 

For once, we must internalize and accept God's ways with us, even the difficult 
ways, because they come from God's caring love and wisdom and are just right 
for us. Let us think of Paul Gerhardt, who could sing in the most difficult times: 
"Should I not sing to my God, should I not be grateful to Him, for I see in all 
things how well He means it with me. Is it nothing but pure love that stirs His 
faithful heart..." 

Can we say "yes" to all the ways? If not, or only halfway, why? Do we think God 
has overlooked something or loves us less than others? This cannot be. It is so 
important that we say "yes" to God's ways. When this happens, the stream of 
grace flows into life anew. For he who offers thanksgiving glorifies me...; him 
will I make to see the salvation of God (Ps. 50:23). "There it becomes bright in a 
human heart, where one learns to give thanks for the smallest thing" 
(Bodelschwingh). 

In our lives, it is very important that we do not get stuck with disappointments 
and eternal questions, but thank and praise God for everything. All ingratitude 
is ultimately unbelief. Yes, it is a matter of trust. God is so great and so close 
that He makes something great and wonderful out of everything, even the 
most difficult and incomprehensible. He is at work with each one of us. We will 
be amazed at what will become of us one day. 
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We also thank God from the bottom of our hearts for the church in which we 
live. What a wealth of God's Word, spiritual gifts and warm fellowship. We are 
on the way together toward a great goal and our good Lord goes with us. 
"Thank you, O Lord, I will give you thanks that I may give thanks." 
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Go out... to the land that I will show you! 
(Genesis 12:1)  

 

"Now the Lord had said to Abram: Go forth from thy country, and from thy 
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto the land which I will shew thee." 

112:Genesis  

Author: Karl Geyer, excerpts from his writing "Abraham 

What does the story of Abraham have to say to us?  What value does it have 
for our practical lives?  In what way does it serve for our edification or what 
moral benefit do we derive from its contemplation?   

Scripture gives us an answer to these questions in Galatians 3:9. All believers 
are blessed with the believing Abraham. He is the prime example in which God 
displayed His principle: "Righteousness by faith." Those who claim justification 
by faith do well to look at the divine mode of education in the life of Abraham. 
In the same way God educates all believers, however different the 
circumstances in the lives of believers may be. "But it is not written for his sake 
alone that it should be imputed to him ..." (Romans 4:23, 24; see also the whole 
chapter).   

So clearly God invites us to explore the life of Abraham in faith! This hint is 
shameful enough for us, because in it lies the pronounced presupposition that 
we are accustomed by nature to read the stories of the Old Testament purely 
historically, as if they all concerned only the persons mentioned there. And yet 
Timothy is told that there is a great power in the will of these Old Testament 
writings, a power that becomes effective for our salvation if only it is 
recognized and applied with faith. For all Scripture is inspired by God and is of 
use to us in various partial purposes, so that the one great final purpose of God 
may be accomplished with us, to make the God-man perfect in us, fully 
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:15-17).  

"Go out...to the land that I will show you!" Genesis 12:1 

When faith sets out to go out, all at once the flesh becomes busy. The old man 
stirs and works, so that it almost seems as if the stimulus for the exodus has 
come from him. Tarah means: "the smelling one". When the faith goes out, it 
carries the smell of the old man with it for a while. But then comes a station, 
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Haran, from which the old man can go no further. The line is taken from his 
hand and he dies. For Haran means heat. When the old man comes into the fire 
of tribulation, he cannot bear the heat. He dies and gives way to faith.   

Faith does not die in the heat. It comes out of it purified (1 Peter 1:7). And after 
the trial, perseverance (or patience) and carrying capacity are doubled. Job got 
twice as many sheep and twice as many oxen after his trial than before. The 
sheep is a picture of patience in Scripture, and the working bull is a picture of 
strength. Double patience and double strength should be the end of every trial 
for us. While the old man dies in the heat, faith gains possessions and souls 
(Genesis 12:5). Empty Abram went out of Haran, full he comes out again. Even 
if the full destination was not reached and the land was still far away, this 
station also served in every way for the best (Romans 8:28). Therefore, we 
should not be saddened by any kind of trial, but rather it should be a guarantee 
of faith for all kinds of delicious gain.  

This not knowing the flesh has nothing to do with human hatred. The twelve-
year-old does not deny obedience, nor does the one hanging on the cross deny 
gratitude (Luke 2, 51; John 19, 25 - 27). But where the Father's mission is 
concerned, she is not mother but wife to him. There he rejects all ties. Only in 
this way can he do the will of the Father without being misled by men. Because 
just loving people lead us easily astray, because they want to spare us 
(Matthew 16, 21 - 26). Natural love is blind to the divine will of love. Therefore, 
it must be eliminated as soon as it has an inhibiting effect, so that God's orders 
can be fulfilled in purity. Because Satan has great influence on the natural man 
through the family members. He uses our own household members to induce 
us to act rashly, or even to hold us back from the path of sacrifice. Few 
recognize in such well-meant advice the tactics of the enemy, who poses as an 
angel of light and through our household members puts us in enemy position 
against God by guiding us to actions in which we see only a sparing of 
ourselves. Yes, we would have been quite touched by Peter's care and perhaps 
would have said as polite people: "I thank Peter! That was very kind of you!" 
But He who knows us from the bottom of our being knows where we are 
lacking. He wants to lead us from bondage to freedom, so that we become 
available to Him for service. And that is why he says: "Go out of your father's 
house!"   

... to the land that I will show you. When we go out in faith, we do not know 
where we are going. But we know the guide, who not only knows the way, but 
is the way himself. He will show us the land; for he has promised it, and he is 
the truth. He will also bring us in and not let us die in the wilderness; for he is 
the life. Should not the wandering lead to the goal, if the guide not only knows 
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the way, knows the truth and has the life, but is way, truth and life? He leads us 
on the right road for the sake of his name. Even if the way of the pilgrim goes 
through dark valleys, yes, through the valley of the shadow of death, he has no 
evil to fear. The guide is with him, and with his rod and staff he fends off evil. 
Yes, in the face of the enemies he prepares a table, whose food they do not 
know, but which is wonderfully strengthening, so that one can wander in the 
strength of this food many days and nights without tiring. Should the wanderer 
fear with such a guide that he will not reach the goal (Psalm 23; 1 Kings 19:8; 
Psalm 46:2, Luther: verse 3)? No, the leader cannot miss the way and does not 
lose anything of what the Father has given him. He does not bring his dearly 
bought property into a foreign country, but into his country, into the true 
fatherland, into the country, in which the father is.   

And I will make you a great nation... When the believer is led by God into 
solitude, the ground for any activity on the masses is withdrawn from him. It 
seems as if he is henceforth useless for any social activity, for any social and 
cooperative work. But if the grain of wheat does not fall into the earth, it 
remains alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. Fruit is different from success. 
People with organizational skills can succeed. They establish associations, 
corporations, and political parties. But associations can dissolve, corporations 
can go bankrupt, and parties can fragment. But the life of faith is indissoluble 
(Hebrews 7:16), its possession is incorruptible, undefiled and unfading (1 Perus 
1:4), its fellowship essential unity with the Father, the Son and the brethren 
(John 17:22-24; 1 John 1:3). Success passes away, fruit remains. And faith shall 
bear much fruit. Sons and daughters shall faith beget and become a great 
nation. Sons are a picture in Scripture of action, of change. Daughters are a 
picture of feeling, of inclination, of wise insight. (Even the pagans have wise 
women, and in the line of unbelief almost all mediums are women). Scripture 
portrays wisdom as a woman, and her dark counterpart calls her "woman 
folly." (Proverbs 9. See especially verse 13 in the Elberfelder translation). 
Proverbs 8:14 says of her that with her is counsel and understanding. That is 
why Abram should also listen to Sara's advice (Genesis 21:12). Job has seven 
sons, that is, he was perfect in his walk. God himself testifies to this (Job 1:8; 
2:3). In addition, he has three daughters, that is, divine (three) were his wisdom 
and insight, therefore also pure his words (Job 1, 22 and 2, 10). Even "woman 
folly" cannot persuade him (verse 9 and 10).   

As long as faith does not go out from the abomination of desolation, Sarah, his 
wife, wisdom and insight, is unfruitful. The one who goes forth has the promise 
that much fruit will come from him, that he will become a great nation. If our 
faith is not to remain dead and fruitless, we must go out from all the 
connections into which we are born through our natural existence. But then 
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through the "counsel of Sarah", through the knowledge of wisdom, our faith 
will also gain strength for a pleasing walk and will grow and become fruitful for 
every good work (Colossians 1, 9 - 11. See also the next two verses describing 
the exodus and the transfer. Galatians 5, 22 - 25).   

In this way we will also have true children according to faith (1 Timothy 1:2; 
Titus 1:4). And so the increase of faith in us will also result in an increase of the 
people of God outwardly.   

... and bless you, God keeps His promises (Genesis 24:1, 35, 36). And how does 
he redeem them! Not according to the melody that our pious "I" so gladly sings 
in self-made modesty: "Send drops also upon me!" When he blesses, he opens 
the floodgates of heaven and lets rivers pour over us until we are carried by the 
flood (Ephesians 1:8 - 11; Ezekiel 47:1 - 5). He is able to do far more than we 
are able to measure with our limited standards (Ephesians 3, 20; 1 Corinthians 
1, 4 - 9; 2, 6 - 13).   

The blessings of the land to which God led Abram were preferably earthly. They 
foreshadow or overshadow the blessings God has prepared for us in heavenly 
places (Ephesians 1:3). All gifts and powers, all insight and equipment, which 
the church of his body needs to carry out its great and mighty future tasks, God 
has already provided for it in Christ in all localities of the heavenly worlds. If we 
are to judge the world and the angels with the head as his executive organs (1 
Corinthians 6:2, 3), if we are to rule with him until all his enemies are laid at the 
footstool of his feet (Revelation 3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:25), if we are to rule 
with him until all his enemies are laid at the footstool of his feet (Revelation 
3:21; 1 Corinthians 15:25). (1 Corinthians 15:25), when we, as heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ, are to take possession of everything that belongs to 
Himself to the last limits of the universe (Romans 8:17, see also the example in 
Genesis 24:36), when finally every promise of God, as many as there are, is to 
be carried out by us to the praise and glory of God (2 Corinthians 1:20). (2 
Corinthians 1:20), so that every creature in all creation may be raised by the 
firstfruits to the same glorious freedom as the sons of God (Romans 8:18-23), 
so that everything that has breath may praise God as its Lord (Psalm 148 and 
Psalm 150:6; Isaiah 45:22-24); Philippians 2:9-11), then, yes, then He Himself 
must also give us who are unable strength enough to be able to accomplish all 
this, and in such a way that everything is brought out gloriously, according to 
the glorious greatness of the Head, who is to be glorified through the 
members.   

Doesn't this view alone open the floodgates of heaven for us? Do we not sense 
something of the glory and greatness of the one who has called us to this? 
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Does not complete joy begin to fill our hearts at the blessing intentions of Him 
to whom no one can add anything? If not, then love has not yet overflowed in 
us in knowledge and all understanding (Philippians 1:9), and fear still dwells in 
our hearts. But perfect love casts out fear and makes the heart certain that the 
Father of glory, who works all things according to the counsel of His will, also 
carries out all His plans and achieves all His glorious purposes without any 
compromise. What he has planned and what he wants to have must finally 
come to its end and goal! To him be the glory and the honor and the blessing, 
now and in all eons!  

"Now the Lord had said to Abram: Go out from your country and from your 
kindred and from your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will 
make thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and 
thou shalt be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and curse those who 
curse you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed!" 

3-12:1Genesis  
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Overflowing life! (John 10:10)  

 

"The thief comes only to steal, kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life and have it abundantly." 

SCH200010:10John  

Author: Karl Geyer , excerpt from his book "I am Certain!" 

The believer, the one who trusts God, receives life from God through the 
restored life connection with God. This life is so great and deep, so high and 
wide, so glorious and rich, so strong and overflowing, that it often almost wants 
to burst the earthen vessel that holds this treasure, the temple of our body. It is 
an overflowing life that all those who have become certain of their salvation 
carry within them. At first, only One has this life: God, who alone possesses 
immortality (1Ti 6:16). But when He begat the Son of Love from Himself before 
the foundation of the world, He also gave the Son to have life in Himself 
through this begetting (Joh. 5,26). Therefore, the Son who brought this life to 
us could also say of Himself: "I am the way, the truth and the life" (Jn 14:6). To 
give life to the world - that was the purpose of His coming. "For the bread of 
God is He who came down from heaven and gives life to the world" (Jn 6:23). "I 
have come that they may have life and have it abundantly" (Jn 10:10). Satan 
has authority (or violence) over death (Heb 2:14, 15), and he used this 
authority to bring mankind to death. Christ has authority (or power) over life 
(Jn 17:2), and He came to bring this overflowing life that overflows the longings 
of mankind. This is the terrible thing in our existence, that the longing for life 
remained with us, the hunger for life and the hot desire for fulfillment. As 
slaves of sin, however, we wear the slave garment, the straitjacket of the body 
of lowliness, which prevents us from being able to truly satisfy our longing, 
which in the deepest essence is the longing of the spirit, the longing for its 
source, for God. That is why there is a deep truth and a desperate cry in the 
Goethe word: "Only he who knows longing knows what I suffer!"  

One knows this longing completely, the one who really knows what life is in the 
full sense, because He had it with the Father before the world was. He knows 
the longing and at the same time the wrong way to satisfy it, because Satan, 
the god and prince of this world, the great deceiver (2 Cor. 4:4), offered Him all 
the kingdoms of the world to quench the thirst of the soul with perishable 
substitutes (Luk 4:7). The misery of mankind, which hungers for life and thirsts 
for filling, moved Him so deeply that He, who wrote all our days in His book 
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before there were days (Ps. 139,16), had to travel through Samaria on a certain 
day to sit at a well, because on this day a woman from Samaria came to draw 
water at this well. This is what was written in His book and this is what 
happened (read John 4:4-42). It was a poor woman who came. She had already 
had five husbands, and the one she was now living with was not her husband. 
She therefore did not think it advisable to walk the almost half-hour walk from 
the height of the city down into the valley to the spring together with the other 
women. They fetched their water in the early morning when it was cool, or in 
the evening after sunset, so that they could bring it home fresh. But the poor 
woman of sin went to the well at the sixth hour, which is noon according to our 
counting, because no one else went at that most inconvenient time. But the 
Lord sees under all the debris of sin and wrong ways and unsuitable substitutes 
her real longing. And this longing He touches and awakens and strengthens in 
the most tender way, without somehow keeping silent the truthful facts. How 
tenderly He begins with a request! And how tenderly He awakens the true 
longing for the water of life, which alone quenches the thirst of the soul forever 
and becomes in him who has drunk it a spring of living water that wells up into 
eternal life. When the woman finally reveals her deepest longing and knows: "I 
know that the Messiah is coming, and when He comes, He will...", He 
announces to her: "It is I who speak to you!" Then she left her pitcher ... In view 
of such fulfillment of deepest longing, what else was the Irish need? The water 
of life became in her a spring of living water, which immediately began to 
overflow and overflow.  

She went into the city in holy love, confessing without fear or timidity, "Come, 
see a man who has told me all that I have done, whether he is not the Christ!" 
And many in the city believed because of the word of the woman. Overflowing 
life! Poured here into a poor woman of sin! Becoming a fountain of living 
water! Always overflowing, making many rich! Overflowing for eternity! The 
Son of God came to give this life to you and me, so that we could make the 
valley of tears a place of springs. Do you have this life? - Only God knows man's 
deepest longing! And He affirms it. He only denies the false way in which man 
wants to satisfy it according to the false advice of Satan. The last longing of 
man is the freedom of the glory of the children of God. The whole creation 
longs for it (Rom. 8,18-23). God Himself designed us for this ultimate goal when 
He said, "Let us make man in our image, like us who reign ..." Satan promised 
man to bring him to this goal without waiting: "Which day ye eat thereof, ye 
shall be as God!" This was the way of short-circuit, the attempt to take the 
current in the wrong place, and this brought death to man. The connection 
with the heavenly power station has been interrupted since then. It has not yet 
appeared what we will be. But when He (the Lord) will appear, we will be like 
Him (1 John 3:1-3). So God has not abandoned His purpose with us despite our 
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mistrust and disobedience. Whoever recognizes that God is still aware of our 
deepest longing today and has revealed to us in Christ the way to overflowing 
fulfillment, will also trust God to bring us to our goal in the Son. Streams of 
living water shall flow from your body and mine (John 7:37-39). They do not 
come from us, but from Him. He is the life, not you or me! But the moment we 
trust Him, the contact is there, the cable is laid, through which the heavenly 
strong current of the Holy Spirit flows from Him into us and fills us with spirit 
and life until it overflows and streams of living water flow from our bodies.  

"Then Jesus said to them again: Verily, verily, I say unto you: I am the door for 
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be saved 
and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal, kill and 
destroy; I have come that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the 
good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. But the 
hireling, who is not a shepherd, to whom the sheep do not belong, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf robs and scatters the 
sheep. But the hireling flees because he is a hireling and does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know mine own, and am known unto mine 
own, even as the Father knoweth me, and I know the Father; and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; these also 
I must lead, and they shall hear my voice, and there shall be one fold, and one 
shepherd. Therefore the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may 
take it again. No one takes it from me, but I let it go from me. I have authority 
to let it go and have authority to take it again. I have received this commission 
from my Father." SCH200018-10:7John   
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Grace in ages to come (Ephesians 2:7)  

 

"That in the ages to come he might show the abundant riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus." 

72:Ephesians  

Author: Professor E. F. Ströter (1846-1922)  

We read in Ephesians 2:7: "... that He might show forth in the ages to come the 
exceeding riches of His grace through kindness toward us in Christ Jesus." What 
today are still only for the faith blessed facts and delicious rea- lities, from 
which it knows to draw an abundance of victorious strength - but to the world 
with all its research and knowledge a hidden thing and foolish talk - that will in 
the still coming ages of- feringly find expression and appropriate presentation. 
As John also writes: "Beloved, we are now the children of God, and it has not 
yet appeared what we shall be; but we know that when He (or it) shall appear, 
we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2). Now the true 
community of believers - i.e. of those who really live by faith in a world-
denying, heavenly way, but not a worldly Christianity - is a little song to the 
world, which seems to it to be quite foolish, a spectacle, which challenges its 
mockery, its contempt, its pity or its hatred. Then there will be a tremendous 
turn and transformation in it. It will then become obvious who the fools 
actually were and what the manifold wisdom of God was in the church. But this 
is by no means the predominant, much less the only thanks that Paul expresses 
here. First of all, it is clearly stated that the present age, which serves the 
preparation and formation of the church, the body of Christ, will be followed by 
others. This reveals the widespread view as an error, according to which with 
this age all courses of time would come to their conclusion and end. It is almost 
unbelievable how many unclear ideas prevail just in this area even in decidedly 
believing circles. As an example instead of many serve a phrase which one 
encounters very often in case of deaths: He or she has "gone into eternity" or 
has been "called out of time into eternity". This is a way of speaking which is 
quite foreign to the Scriptures and which reveals how little sense and 
understanding there is for the biblical doctrine of the orderly succession and 
completion of the ages which runs through all revelation. One thinks of the so-
called "hereafter" (also an unbiblical expression) as a great sea, as the ocean of 
"eternity", in which the individual human lives flow like little streams through 
death. In contrast, the scripture simply explains:  
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He who believes in the Son of God has eternal life, i.e. he lives eternal life 
already now, during bodily life. On the other hand, it knows nothing about the 
fact that the departed believer has reached the state of perfection by dying. 
For the greatest transformation of his state, the resurrection and glorification 
of his mortal body, is still before him even after his death. So if the expression 
"going into eternity" has any meaning - it is not drawn from the Scriptures and 
does not coincide with them. For the "eternity" of the scripture is composed 
according to its simple wording of all great and ever more grandly unfolding 
and rolling up ages. Even an unskilled reader of the Bible can already see this 
from the fact that repeatedly the eternities of the eternities are spoken of, 
literally of the ages of the ages (eons of the eons), which would not make any 
sense at all if the word translated as "eternity" (eon) would mean an endless 
long period of time. But it has well sense if one reads there: from eon to eon, 
or: into the eons of the eons. (Compare among others Dan. 2:20; Ps. 90:2; 
103:17; Eph. 3:21; Phil. 4:20; 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 1:8; 13:21; Rev. 1:18; 4:9, 10; 
5:13; 7:12; 11:15; 15:7; 20:10; 22:5.) It is a paralyzing and heavily burdening 
heirloom of old-established, medieval conception that this present time is the 
very last of all times of salvation for the human world. It would end with the 
"Last Judgment" at the Second Coming of Christ, and what had not been saved 
by then would be irretrievably lost. It is undoubtedly true that with the Second 
Coming of the Lord Jesus the present time of salvation will come to an end and 
that no one who has rejected the salvation offered to him in the gospel of 
sonship in Christ will ever receive the same offer again. It is equally true that 
the Second Coming of the Lord will be for judgment, and that on various sides, 
primarily for judgment on an apostate Christianity and the world of nations 
that have disobeyed the Gospel of God. But it is fundamentally wrong to think 
that after the present time of salvation there will be no more at all. The apostle 
speaks of a multitude of coming eons, all of which serve the great purpose that 
God may show in them the abundant riches of His grace. So not a small 
remnant of grace, not a modest measure of it, but its exuberance beyond all 
human thinking is the object of the demonstration in the future ages.  

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, hath 
also quickened us, who were dead in trespasses, with Christ - by grace ye are 
saved! - And hath raised us up with him, and translated us into the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you 
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves - it is God's gift; not 
of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are his creation, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them." 
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10-2:4phesians E  
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Freedom as the perfect order of life 
)1:25(James  

 

"But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and abides in it, this , who is 
not a forgetful hearer but a real doer, he will be blissful in his doings." 
 

000SCH21:25James  

"Now the Lord is the Spirit; but where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
But we all, beholding with unveiled face the glory of the Lord, are changed in 
the same image from glory to glory, as by the Lord the Spirit." 

ELB18-3:17Corinthians 2  

Author: Karl Geyer, excerpted from his article of the same name in GuH 

In the end, only God possesses freedom in an absolute sense. No single 
creature can determine for itself in advance the day of its birth, nor the 
environment desired to it, the milieu in which it would like to grow up, nor 
being free and remaining free from illness and death. And if Nietzsche presents 
suicide to man as the only freedom, this is unfortunately a freedom with a 
negative sign, i.e. a possibility. To shorten and to destroy life, but not as in the 
resurrection, a positive power for the rescue and liberation of the creatures 
from the tyranny of death. But to destroy life is devilish. The spirit that always 
denies is the destroyer of the firstborn, Satan, and his supreme warrior is 
death, which once in the true liberation of the cosmos is put away as the last 
enemy of everything created. As long as sin and death rule and limit all 
creaturely existence, there can be no talk of true freedom. At this border it 
becomes clear that those who are bound in these borders are not able to break 
the fetters by themselves. None of them is able to break through the barriers 
and achieve freedom for himself and all his fellow prisoners. Salvation can 
come only from one who is not himself bound in these bonds. Only one who is 
free himself, and who is greater than all, is able to help those who are 
imprisoned. Therefore, Christ's act of salvation began by taking away the power 
of death and its overlord, the devil, and freeing all those who had been 
subjected to bondage all their lives through the fear of death (Heb 2:14, 15). 
That is why the first three words of the Gospel are: "Do not be afraid". And the 
continuation is: "Behold, I proclaim to you great joy which shall be to all the 
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people!" And further: ... For all flesh shall see the salvation of God." Therefore 
he took away the power of death and freed us from the tensions of fear and 
the fear of death, and gave us the spirit of sonship, so that we should not fear 
again, but stand in our filial and sonship relationship only in the voluntary bond 
of love to our God and Father'. 

Evil can only be overcome with good (Rom. 12, 21). Only goodness leads to 
repentance (Rom. 2, 4). Only love holds the truth and only the truth sets free 
(Joh. 8, 32). Therefore the deliverance from fear and guilt and suffering and 
distress was only possible because God Himself was in Christ and reconciled the 
world to Himself, and because the Son of God perfected His love in sacrifice 
and fulfilled all righteousness (Matth. 3, 15; Joh. 17, 4: 19, 28. 30). 

Love - justice - freedom, that is the Godly way! 

The driving force for the Son of God's self-giving and self-sacrifice was love, 
both His and His Father's. "God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (John 3:16). Love fulfilled all righteousness and brought 
freedom. 

This is the perfect method of God, by which he raises the creature to his own 
divine freedom. This is how it corresponds to his God nature, and only in this 
way does he act in accordance with it and in loyalty to himself. God is love, i.e. 
his nature is love. God practices justice, i.e. all his actions are right and just and 
right. God gives freedom, i.e. He imparts the highest bliss of creatorship to the 
creature by letting us perform and complete the greater works planned by Him 
in the coming eon in creative freedom (Joh. 14, 12; 2. Cor. l, 20; Hebr. 2, 5-8; 
11, 39. 40: Rom. 8, 18-23). What this elevation to divine greatness means for 
the creature never entered the heart of man, and even the believers can only 
be led into this wonderful mystery step by step by the Spirit of God, who 
searches all depths of the Godhead and opens them to the loving beloved (1 
Cor. 2, 6-16; Joh. 16, 12-14). See also Col. l, 24-29; Eph. 3, 19; 1. Joh. 3, 2.). 
Freedom is participation in the nature of God (2 Petr. 1, 4), is being led to full 
manhood in Christ (Col. 1, 27. 28), is being lifted up into the state of glory 
(Rom. 8, 21), is being made one with the light and glory of God Himself, with 
His doxa, His imperishable clarity and light nature. What freedom of will! What 
a glory of being able! What freedom of glory! And for this freedom Christ has 
set us free (Gal. 5, 1). In order to be able to act according to God in divine 
freedom, all creaturely bonds must first be loosened. He who wants to cast out 
devils must himself be free from devils. He who is still entangled in pretense 
and deceit, in instinct and greed, is not able to develop freely and cannot act in 
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spirit power divinely great in freedom and glory. Only the one who overcomes 
sin in the flesh can then later, freed from the flesh, act as a royal priest in the 
freedom of God's doxa, without thereby again coming into the danger of 
exalting himself like the devil and falling into the same judgment (1 Tim. 3, 6). 
Therefore, God first gave us only redemption through His blood, namely the 
forgiveness of sins according to the riches of His grace (Eph. l, 7). The 
redemption through the spirit, which will transform our body of lowliness and 
humiliation, so that the corruptible will put on incorruption and the mortal will 
put on immortality, is still to come (l. Cor. 15, 53. 54; Rom. 8, 23; Phil. 3, 20. 
21). Until then we carry the Spirit as a pledge, as a guarantee for the full 
redemption of all promises and the full possession of our inheritance as sons of 
God (Eph. l, 13. 14; Rom. 8, 9-17). Only then, when we have experienced the 
transformation of the body through the Spirit, which makes the body of 
lowliness, the earthen vessel of weakness and humiliation, become a vessel of 
power and glory, so that the Spirit of glory, which we already carry today in this 
earthen vessel, then also has a body of glory at its disposal, do we stand in the 
full freedom that God has intended for us. 

But where the spirit of love drives all, freedom reigns (2 Cor 3, l7) And for this 
Christ has set us free Thus love is the fulfillment of the law (Rom 13, 10). 
Therefore, the greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart and 
soul and mind and strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself. Whoever 
loves in this way practices what is right from within and stands in the essential 
freedom of the children of God. He has come from the royal order of love (Jam. 
2,8) to the perfect order of freedom (Jam.1,25). 
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The Lord is coming again - from the 4-fold 
return of Christ (1. Thes. 1, 10)  

 

"and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus, 
who saves us from the wrath to come." 

1:101 Thessalonians  

Author: Karl Geyer, excerpts from his book of the same name 
http://data.kahal.de/pdf/007-KG-HKW.pdf 

By faith we realize or understand! Without faith it is impossible to approach 
God or to understand Him!  

So, the first coming of the Lord, His coming into the flesh of lowliness, is 
common property of all true believers. And with others we cannot and do not 
want to talk about the mysteries of our Father God and His Christ. The silent 
and holy night of Bethlehem, in which with the Lord Angel the multitude of the 
heavenly hosts praised God about the great mystery of God's birth in the flesh, 
is the object of deepest adoration for us, but not the object of dispute with 
those who did not experience a spirit birth in themselves.  

Only on the basis of this fact that the Lord was already there once, but then left 
again, promising to come again, we can speak of a Second Coming at all. 

If we now compare the different passages about His coming again, we notice 
first of all that in the one coming it says that He will not descend to earth at all, 
but only to the air, while in another passage it says that His feet will stand on 
the Mount of Olives. - Then it is said at the one coming: "No one without 
sanctification will see the Lord" (Hebr. 12, 14). This applies to those who expect 
Him the second time for salvation (or blessedness) according to Hebr. 9, 28, 
namely for salvation from the coming wrath (Rom. 5, 9; 1 Thess. 1, 10; 5, 9 and 
10). - In contrast, Rev. 1:7 says: "...and all the apostles will see Him, even those 
who have pierced Him.  

Let us compare these statements again! At one time only the saints see Him, at 
another time all see Him! For the salvation of the saints He only comes to meet 
them in the light and from there calls them up to Himself (1 Thess. 4:13-18). 
Then He comes with His saints to the earth, but not for salvation, but for 
judgment, first of all to judge the saints, i.e. the peoples living on earth, the 

http://data.kahal.de/pdf/007-KG-HKW.pdf
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nations of the earth. Cf. Matth. 25, 31-46. - This judgment takes place at the 
beginning of the thousand year kingdom and decides who of the living people 
will be allowed into the kingdom. (No anti-Semites and no antichrists!).  

After the thousand years, when heaven and earth are burned up and gone, the 
judgment will take place at the great white throne, where the dead will be 
judged (Rev. 20:1-15). - Between these two judgments of the living and the 
dead there are therefore a thousand years.  

So the Lord has been here before. The second time he comes for salvation for 
those who are waiting for him. Then He comes the third time, with the saints 
saved from the wrath. And finally, when heaven and earth have passed away 
and there is a new heaven and a new earth, He comes down to earth with His 
God and Father and all the saints together with the New Jerusalem to remain 
forever. The eternal city has no temple. For the Lord God Almighty is its temple, 
and the Lamb (Rev. 21:22).  

This fourfold coming of the Lord is one of the buried spiritual truths which only 
towards the end come into the full light of knowledge again. We only have to 
think about the fact that the truth of justification by faith has always been in 
the Bible, but that it took almost 1500 years until this truth, which had been 
covered up and buried by the Roman state church, was brought to light again in 
the Reformation. - How much more did it happen to the prophetic truths! For 
their realization very special conditions are necessary.  

Here it should only be pointed out that originally there was a clear knowledge 
of these things. Thus one was clearly aware of the fact of the coming of the Son 
of God into the flesh and celebrated in memory of this day the Christmas feast. 
Just as clearly, people knew about His sacrificial death on the cross and 
celebrated Good Friday to commemorate it. It was just as clear with the 
resurrection. The Easter day testifies it still today. Furthermore the Ascension is 
testified in the Ascension Day. And then also the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
through the feast of Pentecost. - For all these events of salvation history there 
is only one day of remembrance.  F o r t h e v i r f a c e c o m m e n t o f H e r n a 
b e s e t h e v i r e A d v e n t s a l s o u n d m a n a g e m e n t ! They are just 
before the memorial day of His first coming into the flesh, testifying that it was 
not enough with this first coming, but that He would come four times until the 
full goal was reached and God was all in all. 

"For our citizenship is in the heavens, from whence we also look for the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Savior, who will transform our body of lowliness into conformity 
with His body of glory, according to the effective power with which He is able 
also to subdue all things to Himself." PHILIPPIANS ELB21-3:20  
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The grain retainer and the grain seller 
(Prov. 11, 26)  

 

"He who withholds the grain, the people curse him, but blessing comes upon 
the head of him who sells it." 

SCH200011:26Proverbs  

Author: Adolf Heller, Source: GuH 

Our word is about curse and blessing. A curse rests on him who withholds 
grain. Who is he who is concerned that the bread of life should be scarce and 
that God's creatures should starve? We may well see in this the enemy who 
seeks to withhold Christ from a world longing for salvation by all means, 
godless and pious. 

From the beginning, his efforts to stop God's program of salvation and to 
hinder the execution of His purposes of grace were enormous. 

In Genesis 6:l-4 we read of darkness invading this earth. Satan occupied Canaan 
through his demons before Abraham came there. Again and again he caused 
famines in the lands God had chosen as places of revelation. 

Not only the royal line from which the Messiah was supposed to come (2 
Chron. 21, 4-7. 17; 22, 10 - 23, 3), but the whole nation he sought to destroy 
again and again (Ex. l, 15. 16; Esther 3, 6). 

And when the Lord was born, Satan .caused the terrible infanticide by Herod 
(Matth. 2, 16), he sought to kill Jesus in all ways (Matth. 4, 6; Luk. 8, 22-24). 

Finally, he wanted to kill Him in Gethsemane so that the work of redemption 
would not come to pass (Hebr. 5, 7). His last efforts to keep the Lord in death, 
namely the sealing of the tomb (Matth. 27, 66), were also shattered by the 
victorious resurrection power of the Son of God. 

Even now, when Christ as Lord of glory is exalted high above all powers and 
authorities, Satan seeks to deny, withhold, or at least diminish the great 
salvation of Golgotha. He does not want the bread of life to be broken for a 
hungry humanity; through the deception of sin and the sham goods of a dying, 
corrupting world, he seeks to quench the thirst for light and redemption. But 
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soon the hour will come when he will reap the curse of the deceived and the 
holy judgment of God for his withholding of the "grain". 

"But blessing is given to the head of him who sells grain." 

Who would not think here of Joseph in Egypt, this wonderful, spotless model 
on Christ? Joseph was given the name Zaphnath-Pahneach, meaning savior of 
the world or sustainer of life. He was blessed by all because he sold grain. 

So Christ also distributes, but "without money and without purchase price" (Is. 
55, 1. 2), the wine of joy, the milk of strength and the bread of life. And in 
return, the head of Christ, the glorified Son of God, receives blessings. Who 
would be able to fully comprehend what is hidden in these few words? Only 
those who can understand the holy rejoicing, the ardent joy of Eph. 

l, 3: "Blessed is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing in the midst of the heavenly beings!" with the 
hearing of the heart, understood by faith and lived through and loved, is able to 
guess what is contained in the simple testimony of Christ in Prov. 11, 26b. 

God grant that we may be such blessed ones who "sell grain", who cast their 
bread on the face of the waters (Eccl. 11:1), and by their testimony of Christ in 
silence and speech, in loving and suffering, in hoping and waiting, are already 
now in lowliness and then as perfected ones united with their Head at the 
disposal of their Father for the present and future ages of the world! 

(From the recommendable new writing: "Christ Offices according to Isaiah and 
the Book of Proverbs" = Booklet 3 , published by Paulus-Verlag) 
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Shipwreck with Paul on board (Acts 27, 1 
ff)  

 

But now I exhort you to be of good cheer, for none of you will lose your lives, 
only the ship will sink. 

Acts 27:22 

Author: Arthur Muhl, excerpted from the article of the same name. Also 
audible as a lecture.  

Acts 27, describes the 14 days and nights shipping disaster with the apostle 
Paul on board. The journey takes us from the city of God, Jerusalem, to the 
metropolis of the nations, Rome! 

We were allowed to learn a long time ago, what biblically seen, a ship means at 
all. There are almost as many interpretations, as interpreters! A ship is not a 
work of the hands of God. A ship is a work of the hands of seaworthy 
specialists. A ship is built, in order to be able to reach the distant goal on the 
water way as fast and surely as possible instead of always having to move only 
on the dry land. So a ship is built in order to save from sinking in the sea, if one 
already wants to go over the waters. What does that mean? I have emphasized, 
instead of arriving at the destination dry-footed, on solid ground, the 
shipbuilder prefers to reach the destination over the waters, to a distant shore. 
From one shore to the other! What did God provide for Israel, from the exodus 
from Egypt to the entry into the land? First through the Reed Sea dry-footed! 
And then dry-footed, the 40 years to the Jordan! Again the waters stood like 
walls, and again all Israel walked dry-footed, that is, always on the ground of 
promise! Because in the sea nothing can be planted and there nothing grows. 
There one can swim only a piece far and then sink. Or build a ship! Now we are 
with Israel: land, land, land! So Israel is addressed - dry - God created the dry! 
Out of the waters he called forth the dry, the earth. We know land represents 
Israel. Seas represent the nations. When Israel went out of Egypt, God led them 
through the land of a whole series of nations. Now what do the nations mean: 
through the sea! I want to remind you briefly, the ship is to keep those who 
move across the waters from sinking in the water, in the sea. Israel is now led 
through nations, that is through water - nations! 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/033-AM-SMP.pdf
https://data.kahal.de/mp3/14400%20-%20A.Muhl%20-%20%20Schiffbruch%20mit%20Paulus%20an%20Bord.mp3
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And the ship that God built to save Israel from sinking in the nations, the 
waters through which He led them. This ship is called the Law of Sinai. Not 
ordered by God Himself, but by Holy Angels - under the control, approval and 
sanction of God! Practical question: What is the situation in each case when 
even a single Israelite boards a ship? When an Israelite boards a ship, he is a 
member of the people of God, the Lord, so the navigation must always go well. 
Is it true with Paul here? What does he write, how many times did he suffer 
shipwreck? Three times! So, even if the great apostle for the nations is in the 
ship, then shipwreck is almost certain! From God, Paul is the person on this 
ship who is everything: master of the ship, helmsman, captain and captain. 
Did this prisoner, this layman guess right here? Completely right! 

How did Jonah, the prophet, fare? He boarded a ship in Japho and paid the 
ferry fare to Spain. Tarsis is in Spain. Instead of going to Nineveh, to the East - 
according to God, according to obedience, he deliberately refuses and does the 
exact opposite. No sooner had this ship departed than a storm came. If the 
Lord Jesus himself is in a ship, surely there is no storm? Not true. A ship with an 
Israelite in it, disaster! Israel is ordained by God into the ship of the law - or the 
ship of the law is ordained for Israel. What does it say? Peter writes on this, 
"This law neither we nor our fathers were able to bear!" From this law Christ 
has ransomed us - Paul writes 

"But when we ran under a small island called Klauda, we could hardly manage 
the lifeboat. They pulled it up and used aids by girding the ship, and since they 
feared to be lost in the Syrte, i.e. on the North African coast an area with 
sandbanks and shoals and the ship would still have been smashed up in the 
storm! " they let down the rigging and drifted so. (were carried!). What is the 
rigging? It's the sails, flags, and all that stuff that just uses the wind to go 
forward - The church ship uses all kinds of spirit to go forward. Every normal 
ship necessarily has rigging, but when a storm like this comes, the very rigging 
that otherwise takes you forward to the destination you want to reach is the 
most dangerous part of the ship of all, and that's when all the rigging has to be 
taken down. Is there Christianly also all kinds of rigging? Wind of doctrine! So it 
is written: We are not to submit to every wind of doctrine. And in Greek wind 
and spirit is the same word: Pneuma! We are to open ourselves only to the one 
spirit, and not in general, but to the spirit of the gospel of the glory of the 
blessed God, where only grace and faith and goodness of God are foundations. 
The faith, the hope, the love, these are the three infinite values of God, which 
mean for us the security of divine glory. 

Now one notices that the whole thing is in danger - constant storm - and all 
efforts are of no use - the ship is simply driven by the storm, first of all to where 
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God has approved it, down to the smallest detail. Now efforts are made to 
keep the whole church, the whole nave (figuratively speaking and understood) 
together, because it has become quite uncertain whether the Christian church 
can stay together at all. 

"and on the third day they threw away with their own hands the ship's 
equipment - that which is otherwise absolutely necessary to be able to guide 
the ship - all ship's equipment is thrown overboard - indeed, everything that 
belongs to a church system. Yes, how does it look today? What has already 
been given away in our churches? Sometimes dear brothers and sisters I am in 
danger not only not to be understood by our beloved Jews, but even to be 
misunderstood. When even Peter writes about his beloved brother Paul, who 
in some things in his letters is difficult to understand. Can now Christian people, 
congregations that have their chapels and their churches - when they hear me 
now, perhaps also no longer be completely friendly to me as before? Did the 
apostle Paul want everyone to be kind to him and think well of him, or did he 
want to wield the word of God like a double-edged sword? 

But since neither the sun nor the stars shone for many days" - the sun is Christ, 
the Lord God is the sun, the face of Jesus always shines like the sun - stars are 
also means of orientation from God - everything was no longer there - and a 
not insignificant storm beset us, all hope for our salvation finally vanished.  Now 
they have resigned themselves to it: we perish. Does God occasionally also lead 
in such a way that He lets situations approach where the people concerned, 
who are led into it, say with me it's over - hopeless situation - is there such a 
thing? The bones of the dead on the whole earth, the whole house of Israel is 
brought back, according to the command of God: "Son of man prophesy against 
these bones of the dead, that they rise"- bones move together - flesh over it, 
skin over it, hair over it. There lies a finished man, a finished body or organism. 
Prophesy that the body will rise, that it will come to life, that the spirit of life 
will come into it. I prophesied and the spirit of life came into them - they get 
up, they stand there and their first word is: With us it is over! When do they 
realize that - we are finished? After the spirit of grace is already about to save 
them, to make something new. 

Here, too, we have given up all hope of being rescued - we want to see what 
happens next. All hope has disappeared. 

"And when one had remained for a long time without food - for us the food 
would be the Word of God, the bread of God, presented for us by our specialist 
teacher Paul. Maybe fifty or more years ago there was a theologian in Bern 
who testified: the apostle Paul messed up the whole Christianity for us - this 
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was a helmsman of the Christian church, in Switzerland in Bern - we don't need 
to mention a name, I have it in writing. He would have preferred that Paul had 
not said a word. Paul stood up in their midst - Only from what moment does 
Paul stand up? Only when does one have an ear again for the preaching of the 
apostle Paul? Only when? Only when the whole hope for a Christian church has 
been given up - and said: Oh men - but the men, the experts in terms of ship 
navigation, did not believe the word spoken by Paul - One should have obeyed 
(not merely believed) me, of course, and not departed from Crete and avoided 
this trouble and damage. 

Do they still contradict Paul now? No! Because God has made sure that there is 
no more hope for the ship and all those who are in it. Now every contradiction 
against the Pauline proclamation has perished - in the storm - And now I exhort 
you (wonderful!) to be of good cheer - He was the only one who could still be of 
good cheer, all the others had lost the hope for salvation. Now the one who 
warned correctly comes and says something again. Now he is heard! because 
none of you will be lost, only the ship!  - Beautiful! What is God not very pleased 
with? In the whole hull of the ship! In all the powers of men, we have learned. 
And the law of Sinai is a privation of holy angels, we read - in the hand of a 
deputy, at Sinai. Paul and Stephen say this before the stones fly! For an angel of 
the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood by me that night and said, 
Fear not Paul! You must be brought before Caesar. - So was this self-will of Paul: 
I appeal to the emperor, the Caesar? No. Already before that Paul is told, you 
must be brought before Caesar. 

In spite of all the adversity and the sinking of the ship, all the occupants and all 
the cargo, which normally comes about, salvation, but only for the souls, is now 
not only coming into sight, but is immediately guaranteed. - and behold God 
has given you all who sail with you. - I.e. if everything perishes, which is called 
Christian, in buildings and machinations and how the things are all called, 
which are not at all necessary before God - who then listens to Paul, he will be 
saved in spite of all wrong, which was so far in his life! Not a soul will be lost. - 
And God has given you all who sail with you - what does that mean? Now let's 
stay on that ship in the Mediterranean Sea. What is this gift? Through those 14 
days and 14 nights of hardship and despair, all came to faith, and the faith that 
God assigned to the Apostle Paul, as a special representative. All those who 
were in the ship with you, who hold to Paul. That means everywhere, be it in 
the Catholic Church, the Christian Church, the Baptist Church, the Methodist 
Church, in house groups, etc. - there, where somewhere the law or the partial 
law or the partial gospel is still being preached, etc., there are always people 
who realize that the man Paul has a special message! I stick to it! These people 
are all in some ship, or church, but these belong to the body of Christ - "I have 
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given you". Therefore be of good cheer, men! For I trust God that it will be as 
has been spoken to me. But we have to be taken to some island - Malta - and 
there is a bay, which is called in Greek "a bosom". 

  But when the fourteenth night had come,and we were drifting in the Adriatic 
Sea, about midnight the sailors thought that land was approaching them. - We 
have learned that the year 2000 of our calendar is called midnight in the sight 
of God - "about the year 2000" - so the crew of the ship thinks that a land is 
near - yes, the land of Israel is there again, shortly before midnight! And when 
they had thrown out the sinker, they found twenty fathoms, but after they had 
gone a little further and had thrown out the sinker again, they found fifteen 
fathoms - now they knew, we are stranded now then, we are coming ashore. 
What do they do now. - And since they feared that we might be lost on rocky 
places, they dropped four anchors from the stern and wished that it would be 
day. Yes, when will it be day? Midnight - after two abbreviated watches. 

The day is near, the night is far advanced, writes Paul. The day has come near 
for us. But when the sailors sought to escape from the ship, and let the boat 
down into the sea under the pretext of dropping anchor from the forecastle, 
Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers: Unless these remain in the ship, you 
cannot be saved. So of all people, the sailors of course know, there is a lifeboat 
and with it we row to the shore and the others shall see how they then perish 
or get away. 

Then the men of war cut off the ropes of the boat and let it fall down. But when 
it was about to be day, - So it is today! - Paul exhorted everyone to take food 
and said: - Now pay attention! What is happening now? I may say it right away: 
the celebration of the breaking of bread on the high seas - the Lord's Supper! - 
Today already waiting for the fourteenth day - When is Passover? On the 
fourteenth day after the new moon! - you remained without food, because you 
did not take anything to yourselves.  - That was fasting!  Fasting was already 
over, but since they had disobeyed Paul, God made them fast 14 days and 14 
nights. Therefore I exhort you to take food, for this is part of your salvation. - 
For us also - we are to have strong food today. Is this part of our salvation? 
Please, not only milk, but also strong food! - –  

Because none of you will lose a hair of the head.  - Even so far it goes! Once in 
Arosa I corrected Adolf Heller when he spoke about this ship journey. He asked, 
how many souls were on the ship? 276! How many souls were killed? Answer 
from the congregation: None. And then I wanted to make the thing even more 
precise and say to Adolf Heller. Adolf there still stands; not a hair from your 
head will fall. He spoke and I sat next to him. There he stroked over my bald 
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head and said: O woe, no hope for bald heads! And when he had said this and 
had taken bread, he gave thanks to God in the presence of all, and when he had 
broken it, he began to eat. Is this a celebration of the breaking of bread? 
Where. In Jerusalem, in Germania or in England, or even among quite pious 
people? Dear brothers and sisters, once we will see the divine sound picture - 
what a rabble there was on the ship; sailors, prisoners, criminals and the lords 
and merchants, every sort! Like in the cave Adulam! 

But all of them became of good cheer and took food for themselves. Now we 
were in the ship, all the souls, two hundred and seventy-six. When they had 
filled themselves with food, they lightened the ship by throwing the wheat into 
the sea. - – . Too bad about the wheat, eh! Why do I say this? What is written? 
We want to hear the word of God. Let your bread - word of God - pass over the 
waters. We know, wheat is Judah - Israel. 

And barley we are. First crop barley - second duck wheat! Then at the end in 
the 7th month everything is harvested, which is not yet harvested. Driving the 
wheat over the waters ... i.e. all the glory of the Word of God in the OT, 
entrusted to the House of Israel, God lets go among the nations - and we come 
to enjoy all that God has given to the House of Israel. Paul writes: But we know 
that the Law is spiritual - I say that the Old Testament is much more wonderful 
than the New, because on the basis of Calvary all curses are transformed into 
blessings and the redemption of the whole world. This is how we may celebrate 
the breaking of bread. When it was day, they did not recognize the land, but 
they noticed a bay with a beach, on which they intended to drive the ship, if 
possible. And when they had cut the anchors, they left them in the sea, and at 
the same time unhooked the rudder ropes and hoisted the fore sails to the wind 
and headed for the beach. But when they came to a headland, they beached 
the ship and the front part was stuck and remained immobile, but the rear part 
was shattered by the force of the waves. The soldiers' plan was to kill the 
prisoners so that no one would swim away and escape. The captain, however, 
who wanted to save Paul, prevented them from their plan and ordered that 
those who could swim should throw themselves down first and go ashore - and 
the rest partly on boards and partly on pieces of the ship. So it happened that 
all were rescued to the land. 

What happens to the ship's cargo? Is it lost? Yes, it does not reach its 
destination. But is the cargo lost from God's point of view? On the contrary! 
God's words are fulfilled, which have long been written. "Let your bread pass 
over the waters, and after many days you will find it again. " Wonderful!. Israel 
will one day find again what they have lost spiritually, namely the riches in their 
law. And what then saturated in the whole creation of the riches everything 
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that God put in the ship of the law. Is there also a blessing of God in the ship of 
the church? Yes, of course! Only should listen to Paul - in the nave, then all will 
be saved. When the front part of the ship was stuck, the whole hull was 
shattered, - so the law as such - no. But what it meant. 

What does it mean: "those who could not swim" - how are they saved? One 
clings to a board that floats there, the other to a post and so works his way to 
shore. What does that mean? Exactly what we Christians normally already do: 
We read the Law from Sinai, or the whole OT, the Law and the Prophets, but 
we no longer cling to the ship, but only to fragments of the ship. We read, "I 
have loved you ever and ever." That is a fragment of the ship, isn't it! It carries, 
it keeps afloat! I hold on to the fragment and I am saved to the land. So 
wonderful is the law again in the individual parts. We leave the curses to Israel 
and these beautiful pieces of wood there and what else can save, that fits us 
very well. And so it happened that all are saved to the land, to the ground of 
promise, to the goal of glory, which God gave to an apostle Paul for the time 
being for all nations. 

Article:  

• PDF: https://data.kahal.de/pdf/033-AM-SMP.pdf 
• MP3: https://data.kahal.de/mp3/14400%20-%20A.Muhl%20-

%20%20Schiffbruch%20mit%20Paulus%20an%20Bord.mp3 
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Complete joy (1 John 1:1-4)  

 

"And this we write unto you, that your joy may be complete." 

SCH20001:41 John  

Author: Karl Geyer, from his book "I am certain". 

"That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and which our hands have 
touched of the word of life-and the life has appeared, and we have seen, and 
bear witness, and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and appeared to us-that which we have seen and heard we proclaim to you, 
that you also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father 
and with his Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write unto you, that your joy 
may be complete." 1 John SCH20004-1:1  

All life pushes for the development of its being, longs for the fulfillment of its 
deepest being, strives for the attainment of the goal of its destiny. What 
promotes us and every other living being in this, awakens in us the feeling of 
pleasure; what hinders us, we feel as displeasure. We instinctively reject 
(consciously and unconsciously) every hindrance in the unfolding of our life and 
being; every support strengthens our feeling of life, makes us freer and fresher 
and more joyful. This is true of the spiritual life to an even greater extent than 
of the natural one. What serves to make us a personality makes us infinitely 
happier than any external gain; indeed, for the bliss of true incarnation and 
maturity of character, the spiritually-minded person willingly gives up 
everything else, and the believer considers everything that hinders his 
transformation into the image of God as damage and loss. Therefore, whoever 
wants to rejoice in true joy must avoid everything that hinders his being born 
and the development of true humanity.  

Joy is the expression of the fulfilled human being, is the elation of the soul, 
which it feels, when genuine longing has so stepped into the light and has been 
fulfilled in immaculate purity, that no dull breeze dampens the memory and no 
burden inhibits it. Joy is the soul's delight in the real, the true, the essential, the 
good, in fidelity and truth, in the unclouded light of eternity. Joy is the happy 
satisfaction of the soul over the completion of pure will, is the blissful 
awareness of the success of purest intentions. Joy is the harmony of a being 
with its origin, is the agreement of the becoming with the existing, is the 
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harmony of the temporal with the eternal. Joy is the exultation of the soul that 
sees the goal, is the delight of the spirit that has reached the goal. Joy is the 
overflowing bliss of the one who has attained immortality in God, who is now 
certain that no one and nothing can separate him from the fellowship with God 
and from the enjoyment of His love. Therefore there is real joy only there, 
where the essential and lasting appears in divine clarity and is conveyed in 
immaculate purity of the spirit. Such joy remains!  

Whoever seeks real joy must not seek it in the transitory, because with the 
disappearance of the apparent values of this world, the brief intoxication, 
which we take for joy as long as it lasts, also fades away. For already during the 
enjoyment the fear rises in the background that the temporal intoxication will 
fade away. The awakening from every intoxication, however, is bitter and 
leaves only a dark aftertaste and the feeling of emptiness and tedium. It is in 
the search for pleasure that youth is most at risk. There are two main reasons 
for this. Because joy is the expression of a fulfilled human being, the young 
person, in whom everything presses for fulfillment, but who has not yet been 
granted fulfillment, desires it most strongly. And then youth in itself is 
drunkenness without wine, as Goethe once said. It is therefore more accessible 
to intoxication than the more experienced and mature age and for this very 
reason is in particular danger of judging unsoberly when the world offers it all 
kinds of things that are supposed to bring joy. But even age does not protect 
from folly. And those who have not attained true joy carry within themselves 
the feeling of being shortchanged, which is virtually a breeding ground for 
every addiction. That is why, even after wars and other times of need, one can 
always observe the morbid and spasmodic effort to make up for the lost 
pleasures and to compensate oneself for the lost pleasures at any price. With 
this, however, one clearly proves that one has no idea of essential joy. For this 
joy does not depend on external events, but proves its authenticity in the midst 
of hardship and allows us to confess with one who knew and possessed it: 
"Now I rejoice in suffering" (Col. 1:24). The world offers many things that are 
supposed to give joy. Without joy, no sentient human heart can live in the long 
run; without pleasure, life becomes a burden. Unpleasure spoils everything and 
makes man go astray and despair of the value of existence. That is why every 
human being unconsciously constantly reaches out for some kind of pleasure, 
in whatever area of life it may be. In view of some joy to be expected, which as 
a high feeling of life again gives meaning to existence, man is able to bear even 
the greatest misery. This is true not only of the natural, unregenerate man. 
Even of the Son of God it is written that He endured the cross for the joy that 
lay before Him (Hebr. 12,2). Joy makes life meaningful and is therefore itself an 
expression of a meaningful existence. Therefore, all living beings are longing for 
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joy, i.e. for a meaningful, satisfying solution of their hunger for life and for a 
happy fulfillment of their entire being.  

However, we only have the opportunity once to shape our humanity in a 
meaningful and fulfilling way that makes us happy. When death draws the final 
line under our existence on earth, we no longer have the power to return from 
ourselves and to act differently and more meaningfully than we did in this life. 
From this arises the scope of our decisions with regard to the meaning of our 
lives. The hunger of the soul for life and joy can only be truly and essentially 
satisfied where there is everlasting life and joy. Both can only be found in the 
One who alone has immortality, in God (I Tim. 6,16). He also gave the Son to 
have life in Himself (Job. 5,26). Out of love for His creatures, for the whole 
world, for the cosmos, He sent the Son into the world to save it. Once only God 
gave His whole fullness of life begetting: "You are my Son; today I have 
begotten you!" - This life appeared in the Son among us when the Word 
became flesh. The whole fullness of God dwelt in Him bodily (Col. 2:9). God 
Himself came into the flesh (2 Cor. 5:19; 1 Tim. 3:16 and others). Because the 
creature cannot pave a way from earth to heaven, because it is not able to 
create incorruptible spirit out of perishable flesh, therefore He Himself came to 
us and paved a way from heaven to earth. The Creator of all worlds, the 
Invisible and Inconceivable, entered into our own existence, into the 
circumscribed reality of our history, so that we can see Him ourselves and 
perceive and experience His innermost being, love. And not only to perceive, 
but to receive Him in us, so that we can grow up to the divine greatness as 
partakers of His divine nature, to be like Him in everything (1. Job. 3,2.3). This is 
the way of all-surpassing love and grace. But in this grace lies at the same time 
also judgment, because it urges to the last decision. God does everything that 
the creature cannot do. But now there is also no other possibility.  

God cannot deny the truth out of weakness and leave the creature in its self-
deception that it can produce immortality and divine glory from itself. If 
salvation is to become real, the creature must first be brought to the realization 
of its dependence on God. God was before we were, and He can exist without 
us. But we are only there through Him and can only exist through Him. This 
simplest clarification leads us to the beginning of wisdom. For the fear of God, 
i.e. the awe of the creature before the Creator, is the beginning of wisdom (Ps. 
111,10; Prov. 9, 10). Whoever recognizes and acknowledges this has changed 
his mind about himself. He has understood that salvation and salvation and life 
do not lie in ourselves, but in the saving God. This change of mind, however, is 
what Scripture calls repentance. It is more than just repentance of individual 
sins. Repentance is the total change of our attitude towards ourselves and 
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towards God. It is the declaration of bankruptcy of our own ability in divine 
matters and the desire for God's intervention for our salvation.  

The surrender of our life to the saving God is called faith in Scripture. Faith is 
therefore the second step, following repentance, of the human spirit longing 
for life and joy. It takes hold of the divine, the incorruptible and thus becomes 
partaker of the divine nature and immortality. By thus drawing eternity into our 
time, he accomplishes precisely what is impossible for the creature of itself. 
Faith has made possible and accomplished the impossible. Therefore faith is 
the highest deed of the spirit. (From: I am certain.) 
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The first will be last (Matth. 20, 16)  

 

So the last will be first, and the first last; for many are called, but few are 
chosen. 

ELB20:16Matthew  

Author: Adolf Heller, from the magazine GuH 

In the parable of the workers in the vineyard (Matth. 20, 1-16) we are shown a 
fundamental law of God. Already the fact that the payment of wages starts 
with the last and not with the first (verse 8) is significant. This contradicts, as is 
the case with many divine truths, our natural sense of justice and our human-
earthly laws of thought. Therefore God also testifies that His thoughts and 
ways are higher and different than ours (Is. 55,8.9). But at the same time the 
goodness of God, which does not benefit and communicate according to merit, 
but beyond all merit, reveals the abysmal wickedness of the natural man (verse 
15)!  

How little do we remember that while judgments are God's ways and means of 
our breaking, it is ultimately His goodness that leads us to repentance and sets 
us right (Romans 2:4)!  
We want to look at the  
principle that the first will be last and the last will be first from two sides: first 
in view of the completion of the body church, and second in view of the 
salvation of the angelic world.  

1. The way God saves mankind is that of the selections. We only need to 
read the clear program that James points out in Acts 15:14-17: first a 
selection from the nations comes to it, then Israel, "the ruined 
tabernacle of David", then the rest of the living people and finally all the 
nations over which the name of God has ever been invoked. That these 
are all without exception is evident from I Timothy 2:1. After the 
temporal coming into existence, the selection from the nations was 
called last. Only to Paul was the wonderful fullness message of the 
membership of Christ revealed by the exalted and glorified Lord, the 
Head of His Body. Before that, such things were completely unknown, as 
we read in Eph. 3:1-6. Long before that, God had let the nations go their 
own ways (Acts 14:16) and later also set aside Israel, His people of 
choice, because of their disobedience. In terms of time, the calling to the 
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Body of Christ was the last. With it the word of God was fulfilled, i.e. 
brought to its full measure (Col. 1,25). Beyond what Paul proclaims, 
there is no message. The calling to the membership of Christ, to oneness 
with Him in all things, was the last, but also the highest and most 
glorious. That is why this body is also completed first. Here, the word 
that the last will be first is wonderfully true. Only when Christ has 
clothed and glorified His members does He have His fullness, His 
completion, and begin to carry out all the great comprehensive saving 
tasks assigned to Him by the Father. Therefore, the whole creature is 
also waiting for the sons of God to be revealed (Romans 8:19). Therefore 
it is also written about us that we judge the angels (1 Cor. 6:3). For this 
reason Paul also testifies through the Holy Spirit that the promises of 
God are carried out through us, the Christ members (2Co 1:20). The 
revelation (making visible, coming into the public) of Christ does not 
happen until we too, as perfected ones, are revealed together with Him 
in glory (Col. 3,4). Only with and through His glory or perfection body 
does Christ, consisting of head and members, carry out the judgments 
that prepare salvation. We as the last called will be the first perfected; 
the last are in truth the first! What is temporally correct, however, is also 
true in another way: We are not only the last in the order of callings, but 
also with regard to the role we play in this eon. Thus Paul writes in l. Cor. 
4:9: "For methinks that God hath set us ... last..." We, who are now the 
sweepings and castings of the world (1Co 4:13), nothings (1Co 1:28) and 
fools for Christ's sake (1Co 4:10), will one day in the state of perfection 
be those in whom Christ is glorified and marveled at (2Th 1:10) and who 
will be first in every respect. Now unknown (2 Cor. 6:9) and hidden (Col. 
3:3), we will one day appear as joint heirs and joint bodies of Christ, joint 
partakers of the promises of God (Eph. 3:6). Who could imagine this 
change in its full extent? - — 

2. God's law of the first and the last also works in the order of creation and 
redemption. Who are the first created beings? Job 38:4-7 gives us the 
answer: "Where were you when I founded the earth ... when the 
morning stars rejoiced together and all the sons of God exulted?" From 
this word we learn a double: first, that at the creation of the earth 
angelic princes and angels were already there, and second, that these 
spirits had not yet fallen at that time. For "all" rejoiced! Later, a large 
part of this angelic world fell away from God. In the image of the king of 
Babylon (Is. 14) and the prince of Tyre (Ez. 28) the eye of faith sees those 
mighty events in the spirit realm. Whoever can recognize in Isa. 14 and 
Ezk. 28 only historical events in the linguistic garb of oriental imagery, 
may do so. For us, however, God's word is more than a mere historical 
report of events that are quite irrelevant for our time. Before there was 
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an earth and human beings, morning stars and sons of God already 
existed, who watched the primeval creation of the earth with rejoicing 
and exultation. As far as the creation is concerned, the angels stand 
before the people. 

But since first shall be last and last shall be first, in redemption men come 
before angels. Only when the redemption program of mankind according to 
Romans 11:32; 1 Tim. 2:4; 4:10 and many other passages will be carried out, 
the spirit powers will attain salvation. Instead of many passages, let us read just 
a few! Is. 53 speaks of the Servant of God who suffers for us, who bears the 
punishment for our peace. But He is not only our guilt offering, He will also win 
the "great ones", "mighty ones" (verse 12) as fruit of His work of redemption. 
The "great", "mighty" or "strong" are, however, according to the whole context 
of Scripture, designations for the angelic and spiritual world, as every attentive 
reader of the Bible will find. According to Phil. 2,10.11 also the knees of the 
"subterraneans" will bow before Christ and rejoice to glorify God the Father by 
confessing that He is Lord!  

When Ps. 103,21 comes true, then again "all" His hosts will praise and glorify 
God, and according to Rev. 5,13 once "all creatures... in heaven... and under 
the earth..." will join in the praise of the redeemed. The angelic and spiritual 
worlds, which were created before us, will reach the goal of perfection only 
after us; the first will be the last! How wonderful are the ways of our God! - — 
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What is true humility? (1 Petr. 5, 6-7)  

 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time, casting all your care upon him: for he is concerned for you. 

7-5:61 Peter  

Author: Adolf Heller, Source: GuH Magazine 

We are a haughty race, although, strictly speaking, we have no reason to be. 
However, the delusion of grandeur is ineradicable in all of us. Only one was 
humble of heart: our Lord and Head. But we lack this most beautiful of all 
virtues. The loud-mouthed advertising and propaganda, which surrounds and 
poisons us from all sides and in the most diverse ways, ensures this even in 
children. Nevertheless, in Christian circles one is often very proud of one's 
supposed humility. A gifted, original man of God once used the phrase during 
conversation, "O this haughty humility of the pious!" Strange, but quite 
understandable for the connoisseur of spiritual contexts, is the fact that those 
who demand humiliations and ways of death most strongly from change are 
not at all willing to go them themselves. Some even admit that they cannot and 
will not pray for brothers who for some reason do not suit them, and are 
deeply offended when they cannot play their leading role, which they believe is 
theirs for all time, unchallenged. Let us all check whether this is not the case, 
even if only to a small extent, with all of us, including you and me, before we 
point the finger at others.  

Scripture often speaks of humility and humiliation. It is worthwhile to read the 
62 passages thoroughly and to place one's life in the light of these testimonies 
of God. This leads to a holy self-judgment, through which one then arrives at 
happy solutions. If we now ask ourselves how we should practically go about 
living in humility that is pleasing to God and in accordance with Him, we 
certainly have all kinds of answers at hand. However, many of them would 
certainly be wrong and would not correspond to the thoughts of the Lord. It is 
by no means enough that we allow ourselves to be made into fools and 
buffoons with whom brutal people can do as they please. A boss must be able 
to command his subordinates, give orders, make decisions. And the father is 
the head of the family, to whom the wife and children should be subordinate, 
even if they do not always agree with what he says alone. A teacher who has 
his students dancing on his head is not humble, but unfaithful to his profession. 
We only need to follow the life of Jesus and the career of the apostle Paul to 
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see very clearly that humility is by no means a passive, weak attitude, but can 
often be paired with the apparent opposite, a strong, clear self-assertion. Jesus 
and Paul were not considered humble people by all their contemporaries; the 
Pharisees, scribes and zealots of the law were often indignant about their 
seemingly obstinate behavior.  

Let us make a single consideration to which the Epistle to Philemon must lead 
us: Onesimus had a believing boss, but for some undisclosed reason he eloped. 
This was a serious offense in the terms of the time regarding the behavior of a 
slave, and was punished with appropriate cruelty. We would say without 
further ado: if a worker runs away from a believing employer and thereby puts 
himself in danger of losing his life, then the boss's faith is in bad shape. But Paul 
does not write a syllable about this in his famous "Letter to the Father". He 
does not reproach Philemon in any way, he does not give him any moral rules 
of conduct, but from the depth of God's Father's heart he writes this wonderful 
piece of writing, which has no equal in the entire world literature. Under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, the imprisoned apostle unravels the intentions of 
God's heart and solves for the faith the age-old problem of the meaning and 
purpose of suffering. He does not reproach Onesimus morally either, but sends 
him back to his rightful master, guaranteeing him a wonderful welcome: he 
shall no longer be his slave, but his brother forever!  

If we examine the Scriptures, starting from Abel up to the two witnesses of the 
Last Days, to find out who is a humble person and who is not, we will have to 
correct some preconceived ideas. Truly humble spiritual men were often 
thought to be arrogant and self-willed, while others who appeared outwardly 
humble and yielding were nothing more than impulsive and spiritual, but had 
arrogance peeping out of all the buttonholes of their humble garments of 
lowliness and yielding.  

Let us try to understand what true humiliation is from a single word that we 
read in 1 Peter 5:6, 7. There it is written: "Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your 
care upon Him; for He is concerned for you." Let us first try to see the inner 
context in which this peculiar word is testified. In the last chapter of his first 
letter, Peter exhorts the elders to shepherd the flock of God. Some manuscripts 
say to feed the flock according to God (kata theon). In doing so, he warns of the 
dangers associated with this. Service. They are to exercise their sacred office 
voluntarily and not out of compulsion, without greed for money or lust for 
power. In return, the Lord, who gave His life as the "good shepherd" (Joh. 10, 
14. 15) and rose from the dead as the "great shepherd" (Hebr. 13, 30), will give 
them the "unfading crown of glory" (1 Petr. 5, 4). The younger brothers of the 
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congregations are to be obedient and humble and submissive to the elders. But 
all of them should be tightly wrapped with humility, literally: tightly knotted 
like a ship that is tied to the peg by a rope. Let neither the elders be haughty 
toward the younger nor the younger toward the elder, since God resents the 
haughty, denies them His blessing, and allows them to succeed in nothing, but 
offers grace or favor to the humble. 

Therefore (for this reason), both the elders and the younger ones should 
humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. But how is this to be done? 
This is what the first half of the 7th verse tells us: ". . . by casting (having cast) 
all your cares upon Him, and now leave them there also." The word epirriptoo 
used here can also be translated as to lay down or to hurl. Now that is an 
amazing thing we read here! One humbles oneself under God's victorious, 
almighty hand by laying all one's cares on Him and leaving them there. Yes, if 
this is so, that one can lay all one's worries, one's agonizing fears and anxieties 
on God and leave them there confidently, since He Himself in holy concern 
wants to take care of them in our place, then there is nothing more 
magnificent, nothing more blissful than to humble oneself! Is it really so? Aren't 
we succumbing to a fallacy here? Does this word "holy scripture" deceive us? 
Yes, it is really so! The one who is still struggling and tormenting himself with 
his worries and fears, burdening himself and his relatives with them and 
making them miserable, is dishonoring God. He behaves as if God has no 
interest in our situation, does not want to help us or cannot help us. Just as it is 
a disgrace for a father or mother not to care for their child, not to provide 
sufficient food, clothing and healthy living space, it would be a disgrace for God 
not to care for us, His beloved sons and daughters. Therefore, we honor God 
and bring Him joy when we place, cast or hurl all our worries on Him, since He 
Himself is concerned for us or, as can also be translated, He is concerned about 
us. Is this not a joyful message? Is this not a great thing? By no longer worrying 
about our worries and anxieties, we humble ourselves before God and give Him 
glory, who keeps His promises and wants to do for us and "is able to do more 
than we ask or think" (Eph. 3:20). But whoever does not want to cast off his 
worries and cares, his anxiously tormenting brooding and grinding, degrades 
God to an unreliable helper whom one cannot really trust, so that one best 
tries to deal with it oneself and to avert what stands so oppressively and 
threateningly before one. Let us keep in mind: Humiliation does not mean that 
we allow ourselves to be made into a buffoon or a nerveless bundle of nerves 
by people, circumstances and conditions, that we allow ourselves to be 
oppressed and exploited by brutal or cunning swindlers, but that we cast all our 
concerns, our sins and worries on God, who alone wants to help us and can 
help us gloriously. Only in this way do we glorify the Father, humble ourselves 
before Him, and become blissful ourselves. 
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Encouragement to hope and love (Hebr. 
10, 23)  

 

Let us hold fast the confession of hope immovably, (for faithful is he who made 
the promise); and let us take heed one to another for the encouragement of 
love and good works."  

Hebrews 10:23-24 

Author: Adolf Heller, Source: Grace and Glory Magazine. 

The confession (homologia = assent or testimony) of hope looks to the future. 
Faith clings to what Christ has done for us, to his consummate, insufficient 
work of redemption on the cross. Hope or expectation, however, looks out in 
confident certainty for what the Lord, on the basis of his accomplished 
redemption, will one day do to us and to all his creation according to his and 
the Father's word and oath. 

The guarantee that the Lord will also carry out all that his holy mouth promised 
is not our piety or Christian activity, but profoundly nothing other than his own 
faithfulness, which will never depart from his promises, even if he must 
postpone the fulfillment for eons because of the unfaithfulness and failure of 
his creatures. Therefore, the apostle grounds his encouragement to hold 
immovably to the confession of expectation, the testimony of hope, not in the 
words, "for faithful are ye," but, "for faithful is he that promised." (verse 23 b) 

May we, you and I and all who really know and love the Lord, also follow this 
encouragement, so that the Pauline church prayer of Eph. 3 may be fulfilled in 
us and we may know with enlightened eyes of the heart which is the hope of 
his and thus also of our calling (verse 18)! This means the immovable (actually: 
unbending!) holding on to the confession of hope, which we are admonished 
and encouraged to do, even if it often only brings us shame from the godless 
and pious world (1 Tim 4:10). 

"Let us take heed one to another for the stimulation of the love of God!" (10, 
24) When the natural or spiritual man is stimulated, everything else comes out 
of his heart and his gestures but love. But the Scriptures know an incentive to 
love. When we open ourselves not to the attractions and enticements of the 
flesh but to those of the spirit and follow them, then self-denying love of God 
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comes out. Only those who are allowed to experience this again and again in 
holy amazement know about the delights and bliss that are born in us as a 
result.  

The word kataneoo = to observe, to see through, to ponder, was used in 
secular Greek for the activity of spies, who lay in wait for others. We should do 
the same. But in the opposite, positive sense! For God's love does not make us 
blind, as it is the case with the intoxication of sinful carnality, but on the 
contrary wide awake and seeing, how and where and when we may serve and 
help the change. If we now pay attention to the context of the 24th and 25th 
verses, we notice that the love of God and the "good works" to which we are to 
incite one another consist first of all in not neglecting or abandoning our 
coming together.  

Now the word episynagogä occurring here means a multiple. First, it is the 
coming together of the local congregation, the "going into the hour", to express 
it in Swabian. But then it is also the congregation of God that came into being 
through the coming together, in which the Lord is present and reveals Himself 
in a special way (Matth. 18, 20; 1. Cor. 15, 23-25).  

But beyond that, the word synagogue has a much deeper meaning. It occurs 
only once more in Scripture, namely in 2 Thess. 2. There we read: "But we 
beseech you, brethren, because of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not quickly shaken in heart. (Verse l. 
2a) In this context, great and important questions open up to the Bible reader. 
What is meant by this "being gathered to the Lord Jesus Christ"? Is it the 
rapture of the church of the Body of Christ or is it the salvation of Israel and its 
union with its returning King and Messiah? If the 2nd Epistle to the 
Thessalonians was addressed to Jewish Christians, who formed a minority that 
had not yet melted into the church, as some eminent, spiritual scholars of 
Scripture think (e.g. Prof. Harnack-Berlin), then this would be a distinctly Jewish 
end-time expectation. But if the 2nd Thess. letter goes to the same recipients 
as the first, then the episynngogii would be the rapture of the Christ body 
consisting of believing nations and Jews.  

As far as we believe to understand the Scriptures, the latter is probably the 
case. But let us not argue about it: here, too, let everyone be sure of his own 
opinion. We will probably not have a uniform doctrinal picture of divine truth 
that goes into every detail before Christ returns. But to incite one another to 
love, so that we do not miss our meeting with the Lord, here in spirit with the 
brethren and there in glory with Himself, - this we can and may and should do! 
- — 
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Source: 
https://data.kahal.de/pdf/531_A.Heller_Die_Ermunterung_zur_Hoffnung_GuH.
pdf 
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There is a time for everything 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)  

 

"Everything has a definite time, and every undertaking under heaven has its 
time." 

ELB3:1Ecclesiastes  

Author: Karl Geyer 

All world events are determined purposefully. God does not build into the 
unknown. From the beginning everything was ready in His spirit. In the time 
periods ordered by Him all world events roll off, and in the whole universe no 
hand and no foot moves without His will. No sparrow falls without Him from 
the roof and no hair from our head.  

The whole universe serves Him, and Christ, the Son of Love, the radiant image 
of His glory, carries it toward the goal of its destiny (Heb. l, 3). Every being is 
given its time to develop. Being born has its time, and dying has its time. All 
powers and authorities go their way within the time allotted to them by God.  

Satan is the god and prince of this aeon, this age, which is therefore also called 
the evil age (the evil aeon) in Scripture. At the end of this age, when he realizes 
that he has only a little time left, he presses on the tempo, because this 
realization makes him very angry (Rev. 12:12).  

Sin also has its God-ordained time of 70 weeks of years to fully mature to its 
full extent, so that every possible transgression is done and brought to a 
conclusion, but also the atonement is done and an eternal righteousness is 
established (Dan. 9:24).  

Even the Son of love did not appear arbitrarily at any time, but at the hour 
appointed by the Father. When the time was fulfilled, God sent His son.  

The evil in the world, because it is limited creatively, has only one eon for 
development and completion and public display, this evil eon. But grace, since 
it comes from God, needs all coming eons to unfold in ever more glorious 
fullness and to be shown as an abundant richness of Him whom all heavens 
cannot contain (Eph. 2:7). 
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Source: Grace and Glory Magazine, 1960 

"Everything has a definite time, and every action under heaven has its time. 
There is a time for being born, and a time for dying; there is a time for planting, 
and a time for uprooting what is planted; there is a time for killing, and a time 
for healing; there is a time for demolishing, and a time for building; there is a 
time for weeping, and a time for laughing; there is a time for lamenting, and a 
time for dancing; there is a time for throwing stones, and a time for gathering 
stones; There is a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; there 
is a time to seek, and a time to lose; there is a time to keep, and a time to cast 
away; there is a time to tear, and a time to sew; there is a time to be silent, and 
a time to speak; there is a time to love, and a time to hate; there is a time to 
war, and a time to peace.“ 
 

Ecclesiastes ELB8-3:1  
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Darkness does not remain (Isaiah )9:1  

 

"But not abideth darkness to the land that hath tribulation. About the first 
time he hath made contemptible the land of Zebulun, and the land of 
Naphtali; and in the last he bringeth to honor the way of the sea, the beyond 
of Jordan, the circle of nations." 

Isaiah ELB9:1  

Author: Adolf Heller, excerpts from his book of the same name 

The theme is: "Of the total victory of light over darkness," we could also say: 
"The total victory of grace, of God's affection of love over the wickedness of the 
powers of darkness." 

I will read two scriptural passages, a scriptural context from the prophet Isaiah 
(chap. 9, 1-7) and an Ephesian word (5, 8). First of all Isaiah 9, the chapter 
begins with the words: "Darkness does not remain..." - – 

That is a tremendous word. There are things that abide, that are imperishable 
and never lose their character and essence, and there are other things that do 
not abide, that pass away and decay, break in on themselves, and among them 
is darkness; among them is sin; among them is death. "Darkness abideth not." 
These three words can become an inexpressible comfort to one who begins to 
suspect something of their vastness and their depth. 

When you are in darkness, brother and sister, when your heart is burdened and 
tormented, believe: Darkness does not remain, or rearranged: Darkness does 
not remain! But there are things that remain, that never cease. Do you know 
something that never stops? (Audience: love.) Yes, the love of God never stops! 
Also God does not stop and does not change. He remains the same, full of 
abysmal compassion, full of fervor and affection, of powers and blessings, of 
goodness and mercy that no human mouth can express. 

Not abideth darkness." - But the first word of the chapter Isaiah 9 is not "not", 
but "yet" or "because"; and if we find a contradictory "yet" or a justifying 
"because" in our Bible, then we have to read what is written before. We must 
learn to think in large scriptural contexts and not just pick out individual 
passages that we particularly like, that seem especially sweet to us and appeal 
to our hearts. "For not darkness abideth," or "Yet not darkness abideth." And 
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therefore, let us see for once what God means by darkness in this context by 
reading the preceding verses 19-22 of chapter 8. Only then will we understand 
the unheard-of dynamic power of the 9th chapter. 

Verse 21 then speaks of the people who do not ask for God's word. First and 
foremost Israel is meant here, but it also applies to you and to me: "And it will 
wander in it, heavily pressed ..." This being pressed is called depression with a 
foreign word. Most believers suffer from certain depressions. 
They are pressed down by worry, fear and anxiety and do not become happy at 
all! There are also Christian speakers who stare into a hole and do not radiate 
solution and joy. - "Hard pressed and hungry." Many are basically starving for 
love and for the living God and for the bread of life, and yet they have to keep 
nagging and criticizing and judging. This is bad, this unquenched hunger to love 
and be loved! On the lowest level, Goethe already felt this: "But what 
happiness to be loved, and to love, gods (that is: angels, there he calls the 
angels and demons!), what happiness!" - "Happy alone is the soul that loves." 

You are happy insofar as you can love, your friends and your enemies. But he 
who cannot love all is a poor and unsaved man. Blessing those who love us and 
acknowledge us is not a feat, even the pagans do it; but if you  
can love your mother-in-law and  
your daughter-in-law and your son-in-law and your evil lodgers or landlords - 
not by buttering them up, but in such a way that you have no inner opposition 
to them - then you are a redeemed person and can live a victorious life. 

And now comes the main thing. Now comes a twelvefold reason why all this 
comes so, why we can and must come out of the sorcerous sins, why we must 
come out of the curse against God and destiny, why the darkness does not 
remain, why the shadows of death give way and it comes to a total victory of 
the light. Why does it come to this? Because the darkness is too weak? Because 
we are so good? Because we deserve it? 

No, for a completely different - 12-fold reason. I read the verses 6 and 7 in 
Isaiah 9. They begin again with a justifying "because": 

"For a child is born to us, a son is given to us, and the dominion rests on His 
shoulder; and His name is called: Wonderful, Counselor, Strong El (El means: 
the God disposing of everything, managing everything, using everything for His 
purposes), Father of the Aeons, Prince of Peace. The increase of dominion (this 
dominion of God, of spirit, of grace) and peace will have no end (darkness will 
have an end, but the increase of dominion and peace of God will not) on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom (now Israel is again brought into view, 
but everything that happens to Israel is an example for us and all other beings 
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and worlds), in order to fortify and support it by judgment and by justice, from 
now on until eternity. The zeal of the Lord of hosts (the Lord who uses both the 
host of darkness and the host of light for His purposes) will do this." 

God's light and love and goodness triumph over all darkness! And now take this 
for your life and praise and thank! 

I close with a New Testament word from Ephesians, chap. 5:8: "You were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light!" 

We all were darkness, and we all may be light people now! God bless you, that 
no one is here anymore who secretly holds sin, evil. Do not do it! You will 
perish in spirit and soul and body. Dare to come to Jesus, and you will recover 
and become free and blessed in spirit and soul and body. This I testify on the 
basis of the Scriptures; this I testify on the basis of my personal life; this I testify 
on the basis of hundreds and thousands of experiences and experiences. God 
bless you, my dear friends, complete you and make you radiant, gifted light 
people. Amen! 

 
Source: Booklet "God's Wonderful Worldwide Salvation" by author Adolf 
Heller, Paulus-Verlag Karl Geyer. 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/276-AH-TLF.pdf 

https://data.kahal.de/mp3/83200%20-%20A.Heller%20-
%20Vom%20Totalsieg%20des%20Lichtes%20ueber%20die%20Finsternis%2C%
20Jes.8-
9%2C%20Eph%208%2C8%2C%20Hohelied%208%2C6f%2C%201968.mp3 
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Faith is a realization of what one hopes 
for (Hebrews 11:1) 

 

"But faith is a realization of things hoped for, a conviction of things not seen." 
 

Hebrews ELB11:1  

Author: Karl Geyer 

 
In Hebrews 11:1-3, as an introduction to the chapter about the great gallery of 
the heroes of faith, the essence of faith is described. There we are told what 
faith is, and then what it can do. It is a realization of what is hoped for. All 
coming events, which will take place in the future in heaven and on earth, thus 
today for us still hope material, become by the faith in our spirit the reality, 
enter thus for our spirit into the present. While the world sees these things 
only when they take place in the future, they are already ready for faith now. 
The faith sees everything in God, therefore also all things stand completed 
before him. Just as things stand before the eyes of God, they also stand before 
the eyes of faith. Therefore, no thing is impossible for the believer, just as no 
thing is impossible for the one with whom faith reckons, namely God. 
Therefore, insofar as we can see the objects of promise by faith, we are 
partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). The coming invisible is present to 
us and has become visible in the spirit. Therefore, faith is able to understand 
that the visible comes from the invisible. 

All visible things are therefore only shadows of invisible things. Everything 
earthly is only a likeness. As a film strip is not the being itself, but only the 
shadow, the image, so there are also only shadows and images of the things in 
the heavens under the sun. The whole history of the heavens and its 
inhabitants is revealed to us in the Scriptures in wonderful pictures: 

1. The heavenly Jerusalem is shadowed by the earthly one, 
2. the high priestly ministry of Christ through the ministry of Melchizedek, 
3. the upper Sinai through the lower, the kingship of Christ through David. 
4. the thousand-year kingdom of peace through Solomon, 
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5. the final judge through Samuel, who dwells at Ramah, begins judging at 
Bethel, and returns to the high place (Ramah) via Gilgal and Mizpah 
(Bethel means house of God, and judgment begins at the house of God), 

6. the sacrifice of the Son through the sacrifice of Isaac, 
7. the preservation of the world through Joseph, who is given the name 

Zaphnat-Paneach, in German: Erhalter der Welt. 
8. Yes, even the enemy and adversary of the Lord is shadowed in various 

chapters of Scripture. Just notice that the king Pharaoh of Egypt, in 
German: Herrscher der Dunkelis, is only a parable of another, who was 
the greatest among the trees of Eden, who was the most glorious of all 
above in the garden of God. Read the chapter Ezekiel 31, and notice how 
the Scripture twice says: To whom are you ruler of darkness equal (or to 
be compared) in glory and greatness among the trees of Eden? (verses 4 
and 18). Yes, the chapter concludes by saying that this is the true ruler of 
darkness, not the shadowy image on earth. We also find similar passages 
in Isaiah 14:12-14 and Ezekiel 28:12-18. 

Our faith is a divine and heavenly plant. Its interests do not lie in the visible. But 
how could we recognize the invisible world if its history was not revealed to us 
in visible things? From visibility, however, faith is able to take the great step 
into the sensually imperceptible. Thereby it rises far above every science. While 
science can only judge the sensually perceptible things, faith lives in the 
essence of the things themselves and can therefore never be shaken. In order 
to understand the history of Christ, as the revelation of the invisible God, we 
must look at the examples of the Scriptures with the eyes of faith. If we do not 
do this, then they either remain only history, or in the best case they are 
applied to us edifyingly. But whoever, to pick out just one story, has not yet 
realized the parallel between the sacrifice of Isaac and the sacrifice of Christ, 
may well have faith in Christ and be saved, but he does not have the faith of 
Christ. He has not come to the same faith and knowledge with the head. 

There is nothing more delicious for a believing heart than to look into the heart 
of the living God Himself. Yes, it is beyond measure glorious to be allowed to 
see how he reveals himself in the Son, and how he reveals to us his very own 
history of God from the moment when the Son came out from within the 
Father until the moment when he returns to him again with the whole 
universe, so that God may be all in all. 

Source: From the section "The Symbolic Meaning of the First Revelation of 
God" of the book "Abraham" by Karl Geyer. 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/026-KG-ABR.pdf 

https://data.kahal.de/pdf/026-KG-ABR.pdf
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The discarded stick  

 

Author: Adolf Heller 

Once upon a time, two scholars were standing in a painting gallery in Rome. 
They were looking at a painting by a famous master. It depicted the healing of 
the man born blind. 

"What do you think is the most beautiful thing in the painting?" asked one of 
them. "Certainly the face of the Lord," replied the man.  
You mean the apostles standing 
 around the person of the Savior?" 
,  
" 
Not even that"!  
Perhaps the figure of the blind man?", " 
No, dear friend! The most valuable thing seems to me to be the beggar's 
discarded stick. It is only a clumsy knotted stick, and there is nothing 
extraordinary about it. Its value consists only in the fact that it lies on the 
ground. Remember, the blind man threw it away before he could see anything! 
The only support he had, he has given away. All his expectation and desire is 
directed toward the Lord. He stretches out his empty hands to Jesus. The 
painter has aptly depicted 
 in the discarded stick something of the essence of true, saving faith. Faith in 
the person of Christ does not yet see anything with the outer eye, but it throws 
away all supports and crutches and places its trust entirely in the person and 
loving saving power of the now still invisible Lord. - Truly, the artist knew how 
to depict what it means to believe! The blind beggar was healed because he 
completely expected everything from Jesus and no longer desired earthly 
supports. 

Only empty hands are filled by God with eternal glorious goods; only empty 
hands are able to grasp and hold the exuberant riches of heavenly blessings! 

Many, however, do not do as the beggar depicted in the picture, but want to 
keep their earthly crutches just in case. 

To such doubting people, of course, the Lord cannot fill the hands of faith. To 
them He cannot communicate the inexpressible riches of His house and heart. 
Only emptied vessels He fills with His eternal power and divinity. 
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Many are the crutches and supports on which the half-saved limp along. Man 
must have something," they say reproachfully, when one wants to help them 
throw away their miserable knotted sticks and lean on Christ alone and let Him 
lead and carry them. 

There is the crutch of worldliness. One does not dare to go the clear way of 
loyalty. Otherwise one would be ridiculed and mocked! One must participate 
here and there and prove to the world that one has understanding for art, 
science and pleasure! 

And so one limps and hobbles back and forth between Christ and Belial on this 
brittle knot of worldly love, never experiencing the wonderfully blessed truth 
that God proves mighty in those whose hearts are undividedly set on Him. 

Throw away this wretched crutch! The Lord gives you more than the friendship 
of the poor deceived world can ever give! - – 

I see many limping along on another support. It is the staff of works 
righteousness. They do not base their salvation on grace alone. The foundation 
on which they stand is not the being and word of the living God. Countless 
numbers are anchored in what they boast as their conversion. They are 
converted until they are converted. Not further! They believe at most in their 
faith. But hardly more! They are unaware of the Savior glory and love 
omnipotence of the Father of Mercy. They prove their sanctification or holiness 
with the good deeds they do or believe to do. Their perfection, according to 
them, takes place as the fruit of their religious achievements and efforts. 

Certainly, there is a reward of faithfulness that will vary according to our 
dedication and zeal. But the foundation, the basis of our salvation is never and 
never anything that we have to do or to which we could contribute in the least. 
As soon as I boast of something other than God's saving deeds, which He has 
done and not I, I stand on the deceptive shifting sands of human achievements 
and feelings and am in danger of being derailed at any moment. 

Dear reader, come, let us lean solely on the glorious person and the eternal, 
fully valid work of our Lord. Then we stand firm, then we are untouchable for 
the enemy. 

There are still many crutches. Sinful and pious ones. But all of them are a 
hindrance to enter into deeper, living love connection with the Lord. Let us 
learn from the discarded stick and rely on Christ alone!                                                         
A. H. 
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The work master and his tool (Prov. 16:4)  

 

,,The Lord has made everything His purpose, and also the lawless one for the 
day of calamity." 

Prov. 16, 4 

Author: Adolf Heller 

In this simple testimony, the ultimate purpose of all being is revealed to us. It is 
one of the deepest tragedies of man, the crown of creation, that he does not 
know what he is for. Every thing in this world has its purpose: earth and field, 
house and yard, frost and rain, table and chair, book and glasses. Even the 
smallest screw on a machine is not there for nothing, but fulfills a task. 

But what is man in the world for? Why is he born in pain, walks for a short time 
with much weeping and wailing, with a hungry heart and insatiable longing 
through the dark valley of the earth and then leaves, usually without having 
created anything great and lasting, this misunderstood world of confusion? 
Why? The depressing consciousness, the painful realization of one's own 
unworthiness, the complaint hidden deep inside that one is good for nothing at 
all, discourages and torments most people. 

In holy rejoicing, the apostle of the fullness of Christ calls out to the Gentile 
churches what they, the "sects" consisting mostly of slaves and workers, of 
simple, "uneducated" people, are there for: "for sonship through Jesus Christ" 
(Eph. 1, 5), "for the glory of His (i.e. God's) grace" (Eph. 1, 6), "that we may be 
to the glory of His glory" (Eph. 1, 12) and again "to the glory of His glory" (Eph. 
1, 14)! 

What a wonderful profession to be a herald and performer of the grace and 
glory of the inconceivably great God of all mercy and Father of spirits! 

Quite similarly, though not on this high Pauline level, our Word of God speaks. 
The Lord has made everything for His purpose. The purpose of God, the plan 
and program of His thoughts, serves everything that is called into existence. 

Who should not have his heart burning with holy desire to know about the 
intentions of God, about His ways and aims? How could a thinking and feeling 
person, who goes through this creation with open eyes and open mind, not 
have a share in the purpose of everything that exists? Should we believe that 
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there are even pious people who, in apparent humility, do not want to know 
anything about God's thoughts and intentions, but are content with the 
knowledge and care of their own salvation? 

God created everything for the execution and fulfillment of His purposes and 
plans. He called the universe into existence through and for His Son (Joh. 1, 3; 
Col. 1, 16). Therefore Christ is God's master of work (Prov. 8, 22). The whole 
universe serves Him, consciously or unconsciously (Ps. 119, 91). 

But is the enemy and the ungodly also an instrument of God and Christ? Does 
he also have any tasks to carry out in the overall plan of God? Our human 
reason is inclined to answer these questions decisively in the negative. But the 
word of the Holy Scripture speaks differently! 

Even to the lawless! The enemy must not and cannot do what he intends in the 
wickedness of his own thoughts. Not even if he thinks to follow his own 
reprehensible discretion. He is always and absolutely, even if against 
knowledge and will, an instrument of judgment of God and Christ. 

But not always and endlessly! The activity of the outlaw is limited. His time will 
soon be over. That is why our scripture adds: "For the day of calamity". In the 
day of salvation and grace, Christ is the active and blessing one. But in the day 
of calamity and judgment, the enemy is the instrument of God's holy wrath. 

Christ and Satan - the master and the tool! This awareness lets us become calm 
and blissful in all situations of our life. In the end, only God's will of love 
happens, and He carries out His thoughts of salvation not only in spite of all 
dark forces, but even through and by means of these resistances. That is 
precisely the triumph of grace, that not only nothing can hinder it, but 
everything, including the powers of lawlessness, must serve it, so that God's 
glorious goals of perfection beyond all measure can be achieved with His whole 
creation. 
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God's Peace as the Right Worry Breaker 
(Phil 4:6-7)  

 

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving make your requests known before God; a) Matt 6:25 b) 1 Tim 2:1 
c) Col 4: 
27 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.   A) o. all thinking; o. all reasoning a) Jn 
16:33; 2Thes 3:16 b) Col 3:15 

Phil 4, 6-7 

Author: Otto Vosseler (LaHö, 1978) 

This text reveals a fourfold: 

1. Worry is dangerous; 
2. Care must be done right; 
3. God's peace is a worry breaker; 
4. God's peace preserves the heart and mind. 

1. worries are dangerous  

They are more dangerous than sin. For sin is easily recognized as wrong; but 
worries always have the appearance of being justified. You have to worry, you 
have to take precautions - and all of a sudden your heart is filled with worries 
and without noticing it, you have gotten away from God through all the 
"justified" things. God is no longer the center of attention, but the worries. 
That is why they are so dangerous. They resemble a hand grenade that has 
been pulled off. You can only keep it in your hand for a short time, then it must 
be hurled away, or there will be a terrible disaster. Thus Peter says: "Cast your 
care upon Him" (1 Pet 5:7). But Paul says here: "Do not let it come to this: do 
not take them in hand in the first place!". 

Worries torment the thoughts and burden the heart. Worries always attack 
faith and damage it. Worries rob joy (Phil. 4, 4-5) and darken the mind. Worries 
destroy peace and wear down life. But joy and peace are two main concerns of 
the letter to the Philippians. 

2. concern must be done properly  
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People recommend intoxication to get rid of worries. "Drink, drink, little 
brother, drink, leave your worries at home," this student song is representative 
of all the other advice people give to drown out worry. Some try to forget 
worry in drugs; others in conviviality, others in music, which for many is a kind 
of narcotic, in short, through everything that promotes forgetfulness. But the 
nagging stick of worry remains with all false attempts to forget; neither wine 
nor music is the right worry-breaker. 

3. God's Peace is the True Worry Breaker  

It occurs when all concerns - large and small, unique and mundane, significant 
and insignificant - are made known before God. In this passage from 
Philippians, it is not promised that God will settle everything that has been 
made known before Him, even as we would wish; but it is promised: the 
moment you express your worries before Him, His peace, God's own peace, 
comes into your heart. 

Tell your requests, let them be made known, and His peace will fill your heart! 
Let them be made known in prayer with lack. This does not mean a particular 
way of praying; the word means: to name every detail. Our life is made up of 
many small details, and when they are called by name, they enter into the 
peace of God. This supplication should be done "with thanksgiving". Every 
thanksgiving is a brightening ray of sunshine, and every expression of worry by 
name is a relief, every prayer a lifting of burdens. Where worry stones out of 
heart and thought, God's own peace pours in. 

4. God's peace keeps heart and mind 

The word translated as "preserve" or also "keep" actually means much more: 
surround in such a way that nothing else can get in. God's peace wants to 
surround us in such a way that a hermetic seal is made. Hermetically, one 
closes vessels with a valuable content so that the content is not damaged. This 
is how the peace of God wants to surround us. 

This word "keep" occurs several times in the New Testament, e.g. in 2. Cor. 11, 
32, where it says: "The governor of King Aretas kept the city of the 
Damascene". Then no one could get in and no one could get out, unless 
perhaps through a window in the city wall. Or in 1 Peter 1:5, "Ye are kept in the 
power of God through faith unto salvation in the last time." 

This is how God wants to surround us, but He also attaches a condition to it: Let 
your worries be! Tell Me and try Me out, whether I keep My word and really 
come into your heart with My peace. 
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We can try this out again and again in solitary and common prayer. It is the 
means for the church to remain preserved, to remain hermetically sealed in the 
peace of God. Amen. 
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The God of all grace (1. Petr. 5, 10)  

 

"But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory, he shall 
make you full, strengthen, fortify, establish you, who suffer a little while." 

Petr. 5, 10 

Author: Otto Voßeler, Munich 

Prayer:  We thank You, faithful God and Father, that we may gather here in the 
name of Jesus Christ. We can only dare to raise our voices to You, the Most 
High, because You have become our Father in Jesus Christ and because we can 
see Your love in the fact that we, the last and the most distant, have been 
brought home to the Father's house and now have a place there where we too 
may address You. Come Yourself, Lord Jesus, into our midst, and give us the 
petitions which You Yourself want to present to the Father! Amen. 

A fivefold structure results from this verse all by itself: 

The God of all grace.  This name of God is the summary of all the names of God. 
For all that is otherwise said of God in His name can be summed up in the one 
word G n a d e . He is the God of love, and love is grace. He is the God of peace; 
for peace is grace. We see it in the many futile efforts to bring about peace. It is 
well written: 

"As much as is in you, be at peace with everyone" - but many efforts fail. Peace 
must always be given to us as a gift of grace. - God is also a God of joy, for joy is 
grace. Otherwise, joy is only a vapid pleasure or mere showy cheerfulness. 
Deep joy is a gift of grace. - So we might proceed to search and ponder the 
names of God in Scripture: Where is the grace here? And we would find again 
and again: 

God is the gracious one who condescends. Even if we read of the "God of 
justice" or the "God of judgment" - it is all grace. Where does mercy stop? 
There, where God withdraws and is silent. But as long as He still speaks, even if 
it is in judgment, He is still turned toward us. Martin Luther said, "No greater 
evil is there than that a man may do as he pleases, and God is silent." When 
God is silent, grace is at an end. But He r e d e s in His Son; therefore He is the 
"God of all grace." 
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But a "but" is added here: "The God of all grace a b e r". The great, majestic' 
holy God is so great that the smallest thing is not too small for Him. By this you 
can recognize the greatness, also the greatness of a man, that he takes care of 
the smallest The "God of all grace" however - this is the God who takes care of 
the smallest. 

2. he has called us.  The church is not only the "called out". The word ekklesia 
(called out) also contains the word klesis, i.e. "calling". The church has been 
called out for a vocation. God needs them, each one, for Himself; for He has 
infinitely great things in His heart before, which were not revealed to former 
generations and ages, but which were shown to Paul, the chosen armor, the 
herald, apostle and teacher of the nations. The church is called to carry out 
these things. 

• To His eternal glory.  This glory is still hidden today, but it wants to 
appear. And we notice from the whole Holy Scripture this burning desire 
of this glorious God to appear, to reveal Himself. Today this glory is given 
only to the church, but it wants to appear not only on the globe, but in 
the whole world, and the church should contribute to this. That is why 
Paul exhorts: "Walk worthy of your high calling!" It is important to see 
this calling in the first place and to take it to heart. 

4 "You who suffer a little while."  We suffer among the world, we suffer in the 
world, and we also suffer with the world. Who is not touched when he hears of 
all the suffering in the world, which alone is over the 

What is the fate of children? Who would not want to suffer with them? And we 
also suffer from ourselves, from our limitations. But only "a little while." In Job 
11:16 there is the word, "You will remember the troubles as waters that have 
passed by." Once they are over, no one thinks of passing waters. That is why 
we want to be reminded of this: Suffering passes! 

5 But above the suffering is the preserving hand of the Lord. He gives a 
fourfold: full preparation, strengthening, establishment 

a) Completion : What probably hurts us the most is the fact that so much in our 
lives remains unfinished. We can only finish so few things. We can only sow, 
initially work, and then place it in other hands - preferably in the hands of God. 
This is especially true with regard to adolescents: place everything in the hands 
of God. In Psalm 57, 3 (Elberf. Übs. V. 2) there is the word: "I call to God - here 
stands EL, the Almighty, over whom there is no other power - I call to EL, who 
completes it for me (or: who achieves His goals for me)". Completion: He 
watches over His work. 
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b) Strength: In Isaiah 40:29 we are told who receives strengthening: He gives 
strength to the unable. 

c) Strength: In the same passage, we are also told who receives strength. To 
whom does God give strength? To the tireless? No, He gives strength to the 
weary. Oh how weary we often want to become because of all the quarreling, 
because of all the confusion, because of all the lack and failure! But here we 
are promised: Then you will get strength when you feel your tiredness 
painfully. 

d) G r ü n d u n g : I see before me a tree, but it could not be a tree if it were not 
founded. And I see before me a house, but it could not stand and withstand the 
storm if it were not founded. But we cannot do that. In Jesus' parable of the 
two men who built (Matt. 7), each built with the same materials, the second as 
diligently as the first, but one lacked the right foundation: he built on sand 
instead of rock. It was not the activity, the mobility, but the ground. But we 
have a foundation, and therefore we have promise. Amen. 

Source: Short devotion by Otto Vosseler at a conference on the Prophetic 
Word, (Langensteinbacherhöhe, November 1978). 
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Strengthen therefore, my child, by grace! 
(2Ti 2:1) (or Five Causes of Weakness)  

 

2,1 You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus;  

2 Tim. 2:1 

Author: Otto Voßeler 

The expression "strengthened" is a sign that Timothy felt weak. His weakness 
had various causes: 

He was young, and he was aware that he lacked some experience in leading a 
church. In addition, he had to deal with a difficult church, namely Ephesus. Paul 
had already sent a letter there; but there were also quite different currents 
there. 

2 He did not come close to his predecessor. His predecessor in the leadership 
of the church had been a highly educated Greek Jew, Apollos from Alexandria. 
Timothy did not come close to the fluency and beauty of speech of this highly 
educated man, since he came from the Galatian countries, from the interior of 
Asia Minor, from Lystra - from the "province" and not from a center of Greek 
intellectual life. 

The church at Ephesus had been infiltrated by various currents in the course of 
time, and the Ephesian Christians were proud of the fact that they had more 
than they had been told in the beginning. That the cross covers their guilt, that 
the blood of Jesus cleanses them, and that the one who died on the cross has 
risen and will come again - these four simple facts of salvation were not enough 
for these clever people, and so they brought in some questionable ideas from 
various views of the time into the church and believed that they had more. 

4 In addition, a stomach ailment reminded young Timothy of the limits of his 
ability and caused despondency. That is why Paul wrote in 2 Tim. 1, 7: "God has 
not given us a spirit of despondency, but of power and love and prudence. 

5 In addition, the effectiveness of Paul, his fatherly friend, was coming to an 
end. The 2nd Epistle to Timothy is the last of his letters, the actual testament of 
the apostle, in which he clearly foresees that he will suffer martyrdom. Then 
Timothy would stand alone, and being left alone is a hard lot. 
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Do these five points that want to create weakness also play a role in our lives? 

Do we feel either too young to enter into the service of the Lord, or too old to 
still witness of Him? or do we feel, if we are middle-aged, that we should have 
even more equipment and strength to be a proper witness of Jesus Christ? This 
can be a hard thing to do. 

Does everything seem to be easier for others than for us? Timothy noticed 
that Apollos found it much easier to speak than he, who constantly had to 
struggle with dialect errors because he had a completely different native 
language. Are we also under the impression: Why do I have such a hard time? 
Everything is much easier for others. 

3. is the environment somehow trying to oppress us? Do people take too little 
notice of us, even perhaps in the congregation? It can be a great hardship when 
brothers and sisters say: I come to church, but no one asks about me: How are 
you? How are things? How might things be going? And if they do ask, it may be 
in a derogatory way, so that they can feel what faults they still have. That could 
become a necessity. 

4. Or perhaps there are physical weaknesses, as with Timothy? "I want to do 
more for the Lord - yet I am so tired and feel my weakness all the time!" 

5. or even the last one: I am alone. Timothy saw that he would now be placed 
in the front line, and behind him there would no longer be a fatherly friend; 
behind him there was only God. But it is good when God meets you in a person 
who understands and responds to your needs. It is difficult to be left alone, 
perhaps even lonely or isolated. How many lonely children of God there are! 

I believe that what happened to Timothy is not completely unknown to us. And 
into this situation Paul now says: "My child, grow stronger through grace!" 

Certainly, Paul does not mean the underage child who is to be constantly 
controlled, but he wants to describe a very tender relationship given in Christ, 
the expression of the most intimate love. But even if no human being 
surrounds us with such love, God stands behind us, who says through the 
prophet Isaiah: "Can a woman forget her child, and not have mercy on the son 
of her womb? Though she forget him, yet will I not forget thee." And, "I will 
comfort you as one is comforted by his mother" (49:15; 66:13). For both are 
present in God: the love of the Father in Jesus Christ and the love of the 
Mother, who turns to the weakest. 
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Grace alone can lead on in all weakness. What prevents grace from working in 
our lives is not our weakness, but our supposed strength. For where we are 
strong in ourselves, grace can do nothing. Grace works where there is real or 
perceived weakness. This is already expressed in Isaiah 57:15. And in 2 Cor. 
12:9 we read, "Be satisfied with my grace, for my power is mighty in the weak." 

This is the grace that has appeared in Christ Jesus today for God's children who 
desire Him alone, and this grace accomplishes what the striving for 
achievement can never succeed in doing. We already speak of a "gifted" artist 
in human life. He accomplishes what another, with the greatest diligence and 
use of his ultimate ability, cannot. A Mozart could compose pieces of music 
that an ordinary person would never succeed in, even if he had studied the 
theory of harmony to the last. This is already the case in the human realm, and 
it is the same in the life of faith. It is not the strong who have to expect grace, 
but those who are weak like a Timothy. Let us intercede in prayer for all 
preachers, that when they feel their weakness, grace may always be extended 
to them. May grace accompany us into our daily lives. We need it so much. 
"Strengthen now, my child, through the grace of Christ Jesus!" 

(Prayer devotion at the LaHö 1988)) 
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Be obedient children! (1. Petr. 1,14)  

 

1,13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope fully for the 
grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 1,14 as 
children of obedience, do not conform to the lusts that were in your former 
ignorance, 1,15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your 
walk; 1,16 for it is written, `Be holy, for I am holy.  

1. Petr. 1, 13-16 

Author: Otto Voßeler 

Being a child and being obedient existentially belong together. With being a 
child, one is at the same time committed to obedience. Whoever destroys this 
existential connection commits a crime against the child. Children can only 
become happy and free as obedient children, and disobedient children usually 
do not like themselves. They become more and more sullen, unhappy, sullen 
and incapable of doing good. A youth psychologist wrote about young people 
of our days that they are characterized by a kind of "grumpy melancholy" - 
melancholy coupled with sullenness. All demands that naturally arise in living 
together with others appear as unjustified demands that do not want to be 
accepted, but are rejected with growing irritability. These young people were 
supposed to be given freedom by destroying obedience - they were only led 
into new predicaments that no longer allow them to fulfill a demand in 
freedom. The constantly growing army of educational advisors and youth 
psychologists is no longer able to have a balancing effect here. It is already 
confirmed by observations and analysis of the first results that the so-called 
"anti-authoritarian education" leads into a dead end. The expression is already 
a contradiction in itself: where education is needed, authority is needed, and 
where there is no more authority, all education breaks down. The result is wild 
growth, crippled growth, human stunting. I became aware of a case where an 
educator, with the permission of her superior authority, was allowed to work 
on a trial basis with seven-year-old children "without authority" (i.e. not even 
"anti-authoritarian"). Theoretically, the work was well and plausibly justified - 
in practice, despite a good effort, it turned out to be a fiasco. After one year 
the work had to be stopped. Nothing was right anymore, neither in teaching 
nor in education. The successor, a gifted educator, was supposed to 
compensate; she had to realize that most of the children had irreparable 
damage ("irreparable damage", she said). That is bad! 
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Healthy children want to be obedient, just as healthy believers want to be 
obedient to God. How happy children can be about an act of obedience, 
especially when they realize how happy their parents are about this one act! A 
well-known theologian wrote a book some years ago entitled "Imagination and 
Obedience." In it, these two facts are presented as mutually exclusive: those 
who possess imagination can dispense with obedience. Therefore, according to 
this theologian, Jesus was not obedient, but the power of imagination would 
have led him to always do the right thing. The dedication of this book reads, 
"To my three children who seldom obey." This should probably be a praise, but 
is in fact a devaluation - o, what a pity! I had to think: Wouldn't this woman be 
happy to come home to a tidy apartment and a nicely laid table, and children 
beaming with joy at the joy of their mother, instead of the mess that is -
common with disobedient children? One must have seen once what the rooms 
of children who rarely obey look like! 

I was told about a teacher who also tried to base everything on the children's 
imagination and good will. After some time, the children asked, "Miss, do we 
have to do what we want to do again today - or may we not do what we should 
for once?" This most reasonable question shows that it is the natural desire of 
healthy children not to waste their life force uselessly, but to use it wisely in a 
guided way. A purposeful activity of the vital force is possible only where there 
has been a narrowing down to an act of obedience. Certainly, one can let the 
water of a brook flow over a wide area in many rivulets; however, one can also 
direct it in a concentrated way to a mill, where then food for many is produced 
from grain. Only where life force is summarized and led by obedience, life 
increase and life promotion result. Acts of obedience bring forward, 
strengthen life, make happy and grant true freedom - and children can very 
well encourage each other to do this. 

"Be obedient children!" - this is how the apostle encourages the believers in 1 
Peter 1:14, because obedience is their way of life. Obedience was also the way 
of life of our Savior. His food was to do the will of the Father (Joh. 45 34). He 
was obedient and remained obedient until death, even death on a cross. This 
attitude is set as an example for us (Phil. 2, 5). In this way of life Jesus could 
fully develop as a human being, and only in the way of life of obedience can 
children of God come to full development. 

Never the wild growth creates the beautiful fruits - even out in nature. They 
ripen only where careful hands untie plants and remove wild shoots. In South 
Tyrol, I once observed how a winegrower in a vineyard cut away all the shoots 
from the vines except for one main shoot. This visibly hurt the plants - tear-like 
drops of sap sprang from the intersections. "Before the vine blossoms and 
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bears fruit, it must weep," they say in those parts. But this is the only way to 
bear fruit, and who would not have admired the overflowing, juicy grapes in 
the Merano vineyards in autumn, a refreshment for the healthy and for the 
sick! On the way of the carefully directed life there is delicious fruit. We need 
guidance also in the life of faith - we can prosper and advance only in the way 
of life of obedience. 

(Excerpt from the highly recommended lecture tape 1046 "Change as 
obedient children" (1 Petr. 1, 13-19) by Otto Voßeler, Oberschulrat i. R., 
Munich. This text excerpt was revised by the author for printing). 

Only whom the Father's arm of mercy 
 
Has embraced and holds, 
He is at ease and warm in heart, 
He has what pleases God.  
He sings the victory song of the Sonship And  
rests on Jesus' breast;  
And what the world scorns and flees  
Becomes his highest delight.                                                          A. H. 
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About the nature of love (1. Joh. 4, 8ff)  

 

4,7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves 
is born of God and knows God. 4,8 He who does not love has not known God, 
for God is love. 4,9 In this was revealed the love of God for us, that God sent 
His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him. 4,10 In 
this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an 
atonement for our sins. 4,11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we are also guilty of 
loving one another. 4,12 No one has ever seen God. When we love one 
another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us. 4,13 By this we know 
that we abide in him, and he in us, that he has given us of his Spirit. 4,14 And 
we have seen and testify that the Father sent the Son as Savior of the world. 
4,15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 
in God. 4,16 And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
4,17 In this love has been perfected in us, that we may have boldness in the 
day of judgment, for as he is, so are we in this world. 4,18 Fear is not in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear, for fear has torment. But he who fears is not 
perfect in love. 4,19 We love because he first loved us. 4,20 If anyone says, I 
love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar. For he who does not love his 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 4,21 And 
this commandment we have from him, that he who loves God should love his 
brother also. 

1. John 4, 8ff 

Author: Karl Geyer 

Love is the will to communion, it is at the same time a sacred will of sacrifice 
that tolerates everything in order to clear the way to communion, to win the 
other and the others. 

Everything that is great and good and true and beautiful and noble is found in 
love. 

Love is tender and chaste and in its self-giving like holiest virginity. Love is 
strong like death, and its zeal is irresistible like Sheol; its strength is supreme 
manhood, which carries everything, which steps into the breach for others. 

It is seen in the Son of Love. 
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Love is from God. God is love (1. Joh. 4, 8.16). Therefore everything divine is in 
it, and it is itself divine in its whole being and extent. Because everything divine 
flows in it to unite and connect far and near, heavenly and earthly, willing and 
resisting, it is the bond of perfection. 

It is even greater than faith and hope. Without it, everything else is useless, 
even spiritual gifts and mountain-moving faith and the knowledge of all 
mysteries and the possession of all knowledge. It includes faith and hope, 
because it believes everything and hopes everything (1 Cor. 13:7). Therefore, it 
is even greater than these two, - it is the greatest among the three that remain. 

He, from whom the universe is, said to His image, man: "It is not good that man 
should be alone" (Genesis 2:18). If this already applies to the image, how much 
more to the being itself, to the one who is love! Without this will to 
communion, He could have been satisfied to see and enjoy the fullness of His 
life and being in Himself. No one would then have rejoiced in His glory. His 
grace would have had no object in which it could have shown itself, no 
admiration and adoration would ever have been granted to Him, and the 
wonderful life of God would not have increased and would have remained 
without fruit forever. 

Everything in Him drives Him to the other, in whom He can reveal and fulfill 
Himself. Everything in God urges for community. In order to attain this, He, for 
the sake of whom all things are, goes every way of sacrifice up to the gift of 
Himself, in order to come into the relationship of the deepest and last 
communion with His creatures, in which His love can be completely fulfilled. 

Love cannot remain alone. There is no increase of life and no fruitfulness in 
aloneness. There is fulfillment and increase only in community. 

The longing of man, the image of God, is for community. It is not satisfied by 
anything alien to his being, but only by his other "I", by his complement, by the 
other part of his being, with which he becomes together a whole and out of the 
whole a fullness. 

The longing of Adam, the image, is only a faint reflection of the longing of God, 
in whom also in His divine solitude everything pressed for fulfillment. And 
when the Son of Love walked on earth, He pronounced it: "I have longed to eat 
the paschal lamb with you." 

All life and being can be fully known only through love. That is why God longs 
to fulfill Himself in love. Only in the lover does the beloved recognize love. 
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Love is fruit of the spirit (Gal. 5, 22). God is spirit. Therefore, love is from God. 

To know God is to know love, because God is love. 

(Source: "Grace and Glory"; 1956; Paulus-Verlag, Heilbronn) 

  

http://www.paulus-verlag.de/
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What was from the beginning (1. Joh. 1,1)  

 

1,1 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and our hands have touched of the 
word of life 1,2 - and the life has been revealed, and we have seen and testify 
and proclaim to you the eternal life that was with the Father and has been 
revealed to us  

1 John 1.1-2 

Author: Karl Geyer 

Creation has a beginning. It is g e w o r d e n Everything created comes from the 
uncreated. God, the Creator, who alone has immortality, was before all that 
has become. 

Before the world came into being, He begat the Son out of Himself. The Son is 
consubstantial with the Father. The Father gave the Son to have life in Himself 
(Joh. 5, 26). This life, which was in the Father before the begetting of the Son, 
was also in the Son after the begetting of the Son. And since the Son was with 
the Father, the begotten life, which was also in the form of God, was with God. 
The Son was with the Father in His pre-worldly, pre-eternal glory before the 
world was. (Compare Joh. 17, 5 with Phil. 2, 6 and others). 

Thus, the Son is not a created, but a begotten. The creation (ktisis) is g e w o r d 
. The Son was already before anything was. In Joh. 1, 1-3 the apostle testifies: 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. This w a s with God in the beginning. All things w a r d through the 
same, and without the same neither w a r d any thing that came to be." - Paul 
writes about this in Col. 1:15-17: ,. . . who is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created 

those in the heavens and those on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or principalities or powers: all things were created through Him 
and for Him. And He is before all, and all things exist together through Him." 

There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and we for Him, and 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we through Him (1 
Cor. 8:6). 
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However, the consubstantiality does not come into being through creation, but 
is life and essence multiplication through procreation. You are My son. Today I 
have begotten you! (Ps. 2, 7; Hebr. 1, 5.). 

The life of the Son, therefore, already had its existence in the Father before it 
emerged from the Father through procreation and was with Him from then on. 

In this Son the Father made the purpose of the eons (Eph. 3, 11). And through 
the Son He also made the eons (Hebr. 1, 2 basic text). 

The being was! The non-existent has become! It was called into existence 
(Hebr. 11, 3; Rom. 4, 17). For He spoke, and it was! He commanded, and it was 
there!" (Ps. 33, 9.) 

The non-existent, the created, can "decay" again, i.e. perish, decay, die. The 
existing has immortality. But the existing is the existing. Apart from God (and 
His Christ) there is nothing that exists. Therefore God alone has immortality (1 
Tim 6:16). Immortal matter does not exist. Only the spirit is immortal. He is 
uncreated. God is spirit. And the spirit is the truth, i.e. the essence, the being, 
the abiding, the imperishable. 

Since only that which has become can decay again, death is nothing existing, 
nothing lasting. It is also only a created power, something that has become. 
Therefore, it is done away again. Death has beginning and end. It was not, and 
therefore it will not be anymore (Rev 21:4; 1 Cor 15:26). When the universe is 
begotten into fiefdom (1 Tim. 6, 13: zoogonountos ta panta), there is no more 
death, but only life, and that is God's life. The first, the created, has passed 
away. The universe has become new! Everything is in the life of God. God is 
everything in everything (1 Cor. 15:28). 

The essential life is the being that was there before everything that has 
become. It was already before it appeared (1. Joh. 1, 2; Joh. 1, 4). When it 
appeared, its glory could be perceived. But it was already there before. It was 
with God in the form of God and pre-worldly glory. 

And we are to recognize the one who was before anything came into being. By 
recognizing Him who was from the beginning, we are led to perfection, to 
spiritual fatherhood (1 John 2:13,14). 

  



53 points of light - Every week for a whole year 

185| 188 

 

Christ dwelling in the heart (Eph. 3:17)  

 

"That the Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, being rooted and 
grounded in love."  

Eph. 3, 17 

Author: Karl Geyer 

Once the Ephesians were dead in trespasses and sins. Into this darkness fell the 
bright light of the Good News, the Gospel. They heard and believed. Thereupon 
they received as a seal the Spirit of the Lord, who as the Spirit of promise 
testified and confirmed to them the sayings of God and through His presence 
was the pledge of their inheritance for the full allotment of the lot (Eph. 1, 
13.14). 

All believers go through the same development. Faith comes from preaching 
and preaching comes from God's word (Rom. 10, 17). Faith begotten from the 
Word (1 Pet 1:23) brings assurance of salvation and justification and therefore 
peace (Rom 5:1). 

Now we have made Christ Lord of our lives (Rom. 10:9,10). We belong to Him 
and He belongs to us. The yield of His work benefits us, is awarded to us and 
attributed to us. 

Up to this point, all believers go along. Then comes the great gulf over which 
most believers cannot cross. Christ, who died for us and raised us to the status 
of sons and placed us in the position of members of His body, now wants to 
take shape in us and work a representation corresponding to our position and 
bring our practical condition into conformity with the high state of our calling. 
The acquittal is to be carried on to acquittal, i.e., on the basis of the acquittal, 
the practical state of royal freedom, with which we may rule in life over 
everything that formerly bound us, is now to be attained. But this is only 
possible if our inner man is strengthened with power by the Christ dwelling in 
us, respectively the spirit dwelling in us. 

Since God's essence is love, God abides only in those who love. He who abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in him (1 John 4:16). And whoever loves the 
one who gave birth also loves the one who was born of Him (1 John 5:1). 
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Whoever does not love has not known God, because God is love (1Jn 4:8). If we 
love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us (1Jn 4:12). 
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I forget what is behind (Phil. 3, 13)  

 

"Brethren, I do not consider myself to have grasped it; but one thing : I forget 
what is behind, and reach out to what is before me, and chase toward the goal, 
the battle prize of the heavenly calling of God in Christ Jesus. Let all of us who 
have matured be of this mind; and if you think differently about anything, God 
will reveal that to you as well. But to whatever we may have attained, let us 
walk by the same standard and strive for the same thing!"  

Philippians SCH200016-3:13  
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For you were once darkness; 

 but now you are light in the Lord.  

Walk as children of light!  

Eph. 5,8 
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