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Preliminary note  

The Epistles to the Thessalonians deserve the special attention of the believing community mainly 
for two reasons. First, they belong to the very earliest Pauline letters, if they are not the first. Thus 
they offer us such a bright picture of apostolic church life as cannot be offered to us more freshly 
and originally. On the other hand, these two letters contain probably the most detailed and richest 
instruction about the future of the Lord that we encounter in all apostolic literature. In the fourth 
chapter of the first letter, for example, we are given such detailed instruction about the rapture of 
the church, that is, about its final exit from the world, as nowhere else. These two letters are there-
fore of outstanding importance for the knowledge of the prophetic word. That is why we have seen 
ourselves prompted to treat these letters once, following a many-sided wish. May the Lord give us 
much grace and wisdom for the right division of his precious word. 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

First letter  

Chapter 1  

1 Paul and Silvanus[a] and Timothy[b] to the church[A] of the Thessalonians[c] in God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ[d]: Grace to you and peace[e]!   A) o. assembly a) Acts 15:22 b) Acts 16:1 
c) Acts 17:1 d) 1Cor 1:2 e) Rom 1:7; 2Thes 1:1, 2. 

2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers[a] and continually 
a) ch 2:13; Rom 1:8-10 

3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith[a] and the labor of love[b] and per-
severance <in> hope in our Lord Jesus Christ[A][c]; A) w. our Lord Jesus Christ a) Jn 6:29; 2Thes 
1:11; Jas 2:18, 26 b) ch 3:12; Gal 5:13; 2Thes 1:3; Heb 6:10 c) v. 10; Col 1:23; Rev 2:2 

4 and we know, brethren beloved of God, your election[a]; a) Rom 11:7; Eph 1:4; Col 3:12; 2Thes 
2:13; 1Pet 1:1, 2. 

5 For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power[a] and in the Holy Spirit[b] 
and in great assurance[c]; for you know what kind of people we appeared among you as for your 
sake[d]. a) 1Cor 2:4, 5 b) Rom 15:19; 1Pet 1:12 c) Col 2:2 d) Ch 2:1-11 

6 And you have become our imitators[a] and the Lord's[b], receiving the word in much affliction[c] 
with joy of the Holy Spirit[d], a) 1Cor 4:16 b) 1Cor 11:1; 2Thes 3:7 c) ch 2:14; 3:3; 2Thes 1:4 d) Acts 
13:52 

7 So that you have become examples to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 

8 For from you the word of the Lord has gone out, not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in 
every place your faith in God has gone out[a], so that we have no need to say anything. a) Rom 
1:8 

9 For they themselves tell of us what entrance we had with you[a] and how you turned from 
idols[b] to God[c], to serve the[A] living and true God[B][d] A) w. to be a B) o. slave a) ch. 2:1, 13 
b) 1Cor. 12:2; Gal. 4:8 c) Acts 14:15 d) Heb. 9:14 

10 and to expect his Son from the heavens[a], whom he raised from the dead[b] - Jesus[c], who 
saves us from the wrath to come[d]. a) v. 3; ch. 4:16; 1Cor. 1:7; Phil. 3:20; Titus 2:13; Heb. 9:28; 
2Pet. 3:12 b) Acts 2:24 c) ch. 4:14, 16 d) ch. 5:9; Rom. 5:9 

 

The way in which the apostle introduces himself to his spiritual children has something immensely 
graceful and confidential. He takes his two assistants in the gospel by the right and left hand and 
welcomes the church in Thessalonica with them. This is a delicious trait of sanctified naturalness. 
The apostle proves to be completely free of all constricting, formal official consciousness, which 
keeps the reader or listener at a respectful distance from him. He shows himself simply as a brother 
among brothers, even if he was a high apostle and was also very clearly aware of this. But genuine 
brotherhood never detracts in the least from the purified sanctified consciousness of the task 
become to us by the Lord and the position assigned to us by Him. They are artificial heights that 
must be kept artificially cool and aloof. 

Not as if the apostle did not want to take the responsibility for what he had to write to the church 
all by himself or needed other names to give his words additional weight and prestige. As certainly 
as he wrote and sent the letter alone and on his own apostolic responsibility, so deeply was he 
convinced that another than human authority and authority stood behind his words. 

But it is valuable and to be appreciated if we know ourselves to be one with other dear brethren in 
the knowledge and revelations given and wrought by God, without thereby adding anything to the 
power and significance of this truth. 
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The church of the Thessalonians owed its origin to the only short but extremely blessed activity of 
the apostle, who, accompanied by Silas and Timothy, after he had to leave Philippi, stayed and 
preached in Thessalonica for about three to four weeks. We learn this from Acts 17:2, where it is 
reported: Now Paul, according to his custom, went in and conversed with them three Sabbaths, 
starting from the Scriptures. 

While his preaching took place primarily on the floor of the synagogue there, the hostility of the 
very Jews was so fierce that the brothers felt compelled to send Paul and Silas to Berea during the 
night, while Timothy remained in Thessalonica for a while to strengthen those who had become 
believers from the Gentiles. As sharp and decisive as the rejection of the Jews was, the reception of 
the gospel by the pious proselytes and the other Gentiles must have been gratifying, as the apostle's 
further remarks will show us very clearly. 

In any case, it is worth noting that we are dealing here with a congregation that was almost exclusi-
vely composed of Gentiles, and thus could only have been instructed in the truths of revelation to a 
very limited degree and measure. Only a very small part of those believers could be said to have 
received regular instruction from Moses and the writings of the prophets over many years.  

It is all the more striking how much space the apostle not only gives to prophetic knowledge in his 
two letters, but also that he must have already addressed and dealt with some of the most difficult 
and formidable problems of prophetic research in his oral preaching. He writes about it in the Se-
cond Epistle (2,5), where he deals with the mystery of wickedness and the man of sin: Do you no 
longer remember that I told you these things while I was still with you? 

From this it seems very clear that the apostolic practice in this piece must have been very different 
from that which we are used to. Where can we find evangelists and teachers who dare to raise such 
questions with very young children in Christ in the very first weeks of their activity, as the apostle 
must have done in Thessalonica? 

Whether we do not have to correct our conception of what belongs to the sensible and clean milk 
of the word significantly in this apostolic way? We generally understand by it primarily the actual 
doctrines of salvation, i.e. the instruction how we are saved and sanctified. Anything beyond that is 
considered unnecessary, superfluous, not to say questionable or downright dangerous, especially 
for young Christians. 

One need only look around at the abundant evangelistic and edifying literature of our day, and one 
will soon realize how things stand. Week after week, in an ever-increasing flood of writings for new 
converts, for those who have not yet fully made up their minds, and also for those who have already 
been promoted, an abundance of instruction and teaching is poured out, so that one might think 
that a better-instructed Christianity could never have existed. But is it really so? The sad and some-
times shattering experiences that we have had in recent years tell a different story. 

But where is it lacking? Certainly not in "edification," i.e., in very thorough and careful care and 
nourishment of one's own saved or sanctified personality. By far most, indeed almost all, of what is 
offered in the abundance of sheets and pamphlets is calculated to keep the reader's gaze very in-
tensely focused on himself. All that is offered in the way of Biblical instruction is given a personal 
coloring and point. If any prophetic word, especially from the OT, is treated, one can be sure nine 
times out of ten, it is treated purely edifyingly, i.e. it is used quite directly for the care and nourish-
ment of the ego life. One believes to be allowed to read the whole scripture from no other point of 
view than from that: What do I get from it for my own soul, for the edification of my inner man? 

Now, in the last decades, the realization has gradually broken through that for many centuries the 
Scriptures had been greatly sinned against, that Israel had been forcibly pushed out of its right and 
inheritance and the New Testament community had been forced into it. But old customs are not 
soon discarded. So today, when a prophetic passage is treated, one often hears and reads something 
like this: Actually, these words are addressed to Israel, - but - and then it goes on in the old 
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accustomed way of the purely edifying treatment of the word. One calms the conscience by the 
formal concession to the original addressee, but in all other respects leaves him quite calmly out of 
consideration and still pushes the dear own pious I into the center of the consideration. Because 
something else would not be edifying! 

In doing so, one misses precisely the delicious value of the prophetic word, which consists in the 
fact that it takes our gaze away from our dear self and lets it rest on the still hidden but clearly 
promised glories of him whom to know is eternal life. This is the practical meaning of the word of 
prophecy, which cannot be replaced by anything else, that in it and its purely objective consideration 
and contemplation lies the surest protection against the sad subjectivism in which children of God 
move only around themselves. What havoc and confusion this morbid preoccupation, investigation 
and care with one's own soul in supposed edification has wrought among us, we are all witnesses 
to. Following the apostolic way would have saved us from this. It alone can put us in our place and 
help us to recover.  

There is no doubt that this must have been the instruction of very young children in Christ in Thes-
salonica. The believers there were only a few months old in the faith when Paul wrote them the first 
letter. Spiritual maturity is not only a matter of the calendar, but also of the right nutrition. This is 
lacking in our days and circles. We live too exclusively under the spell of our personal experience of 
salvation. We are afraid to lose sight of these safe shores and to go to the heights. One considers 
the detailed occupation with the word of prophecy to be a pious hobby, a specialty, which even has 
to be warned against. And then one is almost helpless in the face of unearthly movements which 
burst like a flood into the believing circles and take thousands captive. One does not even know how 
to orient oneself, what one is actually dealing with. Mature and sanctified servants of God still do 
not know whether they are dealing with the divine, the human or the demonic. Ambiguity, wave-
ring, uncertainty in the appearance without end. And at the same time, they are almost slavishly 
bound to pious personalities who have taken the cult of edifying experiential life to the highest 
peaks, who have attained an almost uncanny mastery in spiritual anatomy, i.e. the hair-sharp, 
microscopic examination of the sanctified ego, which is then regarded as the highest goal of striving. 

When will we German community Christians become sober again from this fine trickery of the 
enemy, who has thoroughly bewitched us, who has masterfully understood to direct our gaze away 
from the firm prophetic word to our own experiences and to make us always turn in narrow circles 
only around ourselves and our own blessedness. Instead of learning to look away to Jesus, the be-
ginner and perfecter of our faith. We know the beginner. We are shown almost nothing else. But 
the perfecter? Who asks about him? Who knows him? 

And in many leading circles, one seems to want to counter the encroaching corruption, the overflo-
wing confusion and ambiguity in no other way than by concentrating backwards and fixing oneself 
on the Reformation elementary knowledge of repentance and faith, of sin and grace. The words 
Heb. 6:1,2 do not seem to be in Scripture at all for many dear brethren. But we return to our epistle.  

Paul writes to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. How 
simple it was at that time. Nobody had the slightest doubt to whom this letter was addressed. If 
today an apostolic letter came to the church of Berlin, Hamburg or London - where would it have to 
be delivered? There the messenger could get into embarrassment. All of Thessalonica knew at that 
time for whom it was intended. It is refreshing and has a clarifying effect to see how simple and self-
evident this address is. It is also obvious to what cloudiness we have brought it. We may be deeply 
ashamed and bow down in the dust before our God and confess our sin and the sin of Christianity 
and take it upon ourselves. In any case, this will help us more than all the zealotry and arguing or 
scolding, and probably more than all the well-intentioned attempts to help the present-day com-
munity of God with new organizations that have so far only had the one undeniable success of in-
creasing and deepening the misery instead of diminishing or eliminating it. If only one would learn 
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a little from the history of the church and community formations of the last centuries. 

At the same time, there is no reason for us to despair or to think that because confusion, fragmen-
tation, and competition have become so rampant in our country, there is no longer a true church in 
God the Father and in Christ Jesus. Let that be far away! We have a more difficult time distinguishing 
and clearly recognizing those who truly belong to the Lord. But the Lord still knows his own. And no 
child of God, who is of the truth, suffers any harm in this, even if he is not recognized by men. It is 
painful when one is even considered an enemy and opponent in the prevailing confusion and is 
treated as such. But this is only the human side of the matter. It remains that the Lord knows his 
own. 

And our fellowship of the Spirit with all who really belong to the household of faith is not annulled 
by the fact that it suffers outward hindrances, interruptions or even complete annulment. For it 
remains the case that we are all baptized into one body by the one Spirit, whether we are Jews or 
Greeks (1 Cor. 12:13). Every human failure to recognize this fact means a temporal loss and a painful 
impairment, but on the other hand it means so many delicious opportunities to have patience, to 
bear it, not to let ourselves be embittered, but to remain in uninterrupted, inner fellowship of love 
and life with those who make outer fellowship difficult for us or deny us it altogether. There are no 
fences, high enough, that could block or misplace a child of God's access to all of God's children 
"above." 

Thus, we are not so much at a disadvantage compared to the first Christians. Although it is not so 
often our privilege to be publicly persecuted, stoned or thrown into prison for our faith, we must 
not have less of the suffering of Christ by learning to bear our narrow and fearful, erring and dog-
matically bound brethren, as the Lord had to bear Peter and even Judas, so that the Scriptures might 
be fulfilled.  

And what a delicious realization this is, which remains unbroken for us, that the true community of 
God has its existence, its essence and its perfection in God the Father and in Christ Jesus. Even if it 
is afflicted with all kinds of infirmities, even if it is very bound and constricted, even if it is outwardly 
fragmented into innumerable groups and small groups, it still remains one of the most magnificent 
creations of our glorious Lord and Head, whose glory cannot and should not yet be displayed, but 
which is inwardly quite glorious, because the Lord, the Spirit, in indescribable patience and long-
suffering, has taken up residence in it, and will neither abandon nor forsake it, notwithstanding all 
the unworthy, afflictive, and backsliding treatment that befalls it. These are things that are and will 
remain matters of faith for this entire course of time. They cannot be presented nor displayed be-
fore the world. The church wears the form of a servant like its lord and master. It has neither form 
nor beauty for the eyes of the children of men. But it is good for the man to whom the Lord has 
once opened his eyes to its hidden glory and who does not let his eyes be clouded by all the sad and 
shameful experiences and observations he has to make about himself and others. 

From there, one also understands the delicious apostolic greeting of grace and peace. One has come 
to the end of one's own ability and trust, one has recognized the incomprehensible grace of the One 
who called us into the fellowship of the Son of His love and to childship with Himself, one has come 
on the track of the true mystery of peace, one has gained a view of the peace of God Himself, who 
does not allow Himself to be driven into restlessness by all the misery in His vast great creation, 
because He is so completely sure of His cause in Christ Jesus. One has begun to realize how infinitely 
greater and higher are our God's thoughts than all our plans and events for the rehabilitation of our 
desperate circumstances. One takes with increasing confidence and self-evidence the place assig-
ned to us by God in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus and lets the spirit of truth show him all things, 
heavenly, earthly and subterranean, from that height from which God and our Lord Jesus Christ also 
look at them. Then the anxious heart becomes calm, the despondent becomes confident. One 
knows and wants only one thing: that the Scriptures may be fulfilled! 
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Then we no longer expect anything from ecclesiastical, social or political reforms, from efforts to 
restore the apostolic constitution and order to God's church, to implore apostolic gifts and powers, 
signs and wonders for it again or even to seize them as a robbery. Our trust that the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ will nevertheless gloriously and triumphantly cope with all our misery and 
woe grows with the increasing difficulties of still finding one's way around here, of still being under-
stood at all by dear brethren. one begins to feel ashamed that one was only able to trust for so long 
because everything developed so beautifully and promisingly, since one let oneself be carried by 
the current of smooth life. One begins to suspect that the hour before the rising of the sun must 
really be the darkest. O about the peace of our God, which nothing can cloud. Community of God, 
with him you are greeted, to him you are called.  

In v. 2, the apostle gives expression to gratitude for the work of God's grace that had been done in 
his spiritual children. And this is probably also in the whole area of our life and thought that should 
move our gratitude more deeply than the realization that God really works his marvelous work in 
human hearts that open themselves to him so that he can reveal his Son in them. For in this work 
of God a counsel of unfathomable love is carried out, which reaches back into the depths of the 
eons and which, according to the other direction, encloses all the eons still to come, as they were 
established by the Father for the Son.  

One must first allow the apostle to open one's eyes to what it means to be a man in Christ in order 
to better appreciate why he so often gives thanks in his letters precisely for the fact that he may be 
a witness and minister of the gospel of God for the direction of such a glorious work that the Father 
works through and for the Son, so that the Father may again be honored in the Son.  

The service of intercession, as it is further practiced and mentioned by the apostle in a quite natural 
way, also wants to be done in such a way that one remains aware of what it is about. If it must be 
rightly said in general that many prayers are performed aimlessly, this is probably even truer in a 
special sense in the intercession of the faithful among themselves. The following verse will make it 
much clearer to us what this is all about. 

V. 3 the apostle testifies that he constantly remembers the work of faith, the labor of love and the 
patience in hope of the Thessalonians. When the work of faith is mentioned, it cannot be under-
stood differently than in the sense of Eph. 2,10: For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we should walk in them. Or also Phil. 2, 
12.13: Accomplish your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and 
to do according to His good pleasure. For faith is in no way a product of the human spirit or will, 
even though both are deeply involved. For faith comes from preaching, but preaching comes 
through the word of God (Rom. 10,17). When a person becomes a believer, there is always a divine 
begetting or new creation, in which the person in question cannot do or contribute anything of his 
own, except that he does not close himself to the creatively working word of God. 

But if the apostle nevertheless speaks in a very definite way of a work of faith, then we may most 
likely think of what he testifies to in v. 6: "You became our followers and the Lord's followers by 
receiving the word under much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit. This is the greatest work 
of which faith is capable: not to produce from itself any light or power, but not to stop at any word 
of God, but to let God speak again in all that he has to say to us, and obediently to open up and 
submit to every truth of revelation. 

The further mentioned labor of love, literally labor of love, is then a delicious fruit and proof of the 
authenticity of the true life of faith. Faith without works of love is dead. 1 Corinthians 13 tells us 
how highly we should think of love. It is the greatest among the three mentioned here: faith, hope 
and love. It celebrates its highest triumph in the poorest, most sunken, most lost, from whom it 
nevertheless makes true sons of God and heirs of glory. And where paganism has wrought its most 
terrible havoc, God's love, poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit given to us, performs its greatest 
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transforming miracles. These young believers in Thessalonica were evidence of this. To them the 
apostle may testify through the Spirit: of brotherly love you have no need to be written to, for you 
yourselves have been taught by God to love one another ch. 4:9. 

Another fruit of their life of faith was their patient endurance under tribulation and persecution for 
the Lord's sake. We are saved in hope, writes Paul Rom. 8:24. The most precious and greatest thing 
about our new life of faith is not what we have already experienced, as valuable and indispensable 
as clear, solid experiences of salvation are. Our life of faith means just more than that we are no 
longer lost nor in sins. It means that Christ has become in us the hope of glory. It means that hence-
forth we no longer live to ourselves, but to Him who died for us and rose again. It means that we 
allow the Spirit we have received to guide us into all the truth of Christ. Not only as far as the same 
experience can become with us, which is possible only of a certain circumscribed part. Because the 
Christ of God, the Christ of the Scriptures is significantly greater than "my Savior".  

Hidden in it are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. No man can ever make them his own 
by experience. But he can be led by the spirit of wisdom and revelation Eph. 1,17 into the riches of 
his glory, as it is promised to him in the scriptures. He can have his view of the full growth of Christ 
widened, deepened, clarified. He can and should be transformed into the same image from clarity 
to clarity by the Lord, the Spirit, by letting it shine into him with a veiled face, what is laid down in 
the glory of Christ in all the writings of the prophets of the old and new covenant 2 Cor. 3,18.  

This Christ of the Scriptures is our hope, not only his beautiful heaven with all imaginable pleasures 
and bliss. If we are one body and one spirit with him, then the psalmist who confesses: "Whom have 
I in heaven? And I prefer nothing on earth to you, Ps. 73:25. Our highest goal can only be, not to 
have as much happiness as possible, but to be there for him alone, to the praise of his glorious grace. 

The mystery of our election in Christ  

With the fourth verse, the apostle opens one of the most powerful topics that have ever occupied 
the human mind. He enters a field in which our thinking could never find its way without divine 
enlightenment. Innumerable learned treatises have been written on the subject. Christianity is still 
moved today by discussions about the same into its depths. And this is quite understandable. It 
would be unnatural to remain unmoved in the face of such a serious and far-reaching truth. 

Am I one of God's chosen? Can you even know if you are one? What does it mean to be one of the 
elect? These are questions that cannot leave any serious person indifferent. 

We are confronted with the remarkable fact that in this very early letter, one of the first he ever 
wrote, our apostle addresses this great question right at the beginning. Moreover, he does it for 
Christians who were only a few months old in their life of faith. So it cannot be said here that this is 
only something for very mature and experienced children of God. Apparently Paul thinks that also 
very young children in Christ like the ones in Thessalonica should and were allowed to know that 
they were God's elect in Christ Jesus. 

How could he have written: we know how you are chosen, when that was either something that can 
never be known at all during one's lifetime, or something that can only be spoken of at most to 
highly promoted Christians. 

But if the matter stands like this from the beginning, then we may be sure that it cannot be so dark 
and mysterious about this question for a long time as it has been made. Certainly it is a divine mys-
tery of unfathomable depth. And he would be presumptuous who imagined that he could solve it 
with the greatest ease. Who has been the Lord's counselor? 

It is clear, however, that God's children have the best right to be well-instructed in this area as in 
many others, even if they never have the answer as to why they of all people have come to the 
wonderful privilege of being chosen by God in Christ Jesus. 
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No one among us is able to answer the question why God chose Abraham out of all the thousands 
of Chaldeans? Just as little we have an answer to the basic question, why God uses the election as 
his method for the realization of his great plans of salvation and kingdom with the whole created 
universe at all? For the time being, God does not give us an answer to this and many other questions. 

But he speaks about it very clearly that he wants to and will carry out his thoughts through his cho-
sen ones and not otherwise. He does not leave us in doubt for a moment who is "his elect" before 
all; nor which people among all the peoples of the earth he has chosen and prepared to bless all the 
other nations of the earth in the same; nor that the congregation of Christ, which is now being 
gathered and prepared by the Holy Spirit for the great day of redemption, is a congregation of the 
elect.  

On these lines there can be no honest doubt in the mind of an open and unbiased reader of the 
Bible, to whom the Scriptures are God's truth. 

But if the church of today has this unmistakable character, then it is excluded from the outset that 
it includes all who are to be saved at all. As little as Israel means all those who are to be blessed in 
Abraham and in his seed. And as little as the Son of God, the chosen one before all, is the only one 
in whom God wants to be glorified.  

If he is the firstborn among many brethren who are to be fashioned in his image, then Israel is the 
firstborn Son of God on the soil of nations, who will have to break the mother of the heavenly Jeru-
salem first as a people, so that the afterborn can come to be born, Gal. 4:26, 27; Isa. 54:1. 

And if the whole congregation consists of the firstborn, then it is an unseemly, unbiblical restriction 
to see in it the utmost measure of what God intends or is even able to save out of mankind. 

As soon as we take seriously the fact that God, as it is expressed by James Acts 15, has directed his 
attention in the present time of salvation to gather a people of salvation from the nations for his 
name, for the Son in whom his name is, then the whole present household takes on a completely 
different character for us than if one holds on to the assumption that beyond it there would only be 
the last judgment for mankind! Once it has become clear to us that the now-forming congregation 
of all nations is, in a very definite sense, as certain a sign of the future gathering of the nations as 
the first congregation of Israel was the beginning and the guarantee of the future national redemp-
tion of all Israel, then entirely new aspects and goals open up for our entire missionary and evange-
listic activity. We will then stop being upset about the fact that the Christianity of the nations does 
not really want to move forward, that Christianity has so little to offer in the face of the corrupting 
and disintegrating powers that prevail in the world. We no longer become discouraged in the face 
of the overflowing apostasy before our eyes. We also cease to be disjointed in the multitude of our 
ways to help the Church or the communities. 

We then get a glimpse of the fact that under all apparent decline God continues royally. For we 
know that in the present economy of faith he is not at all concerned about the masses, as little as 
he was concerned about all Chaldea and all Babylonians when he called our father Abraham to the 
life of faith of an elect. Those generations are therefore not beyond his reach and his thoughts of 
redemption, just as little as the millions of his human children who today are neither called nor 
chosen, to whom the gospel has never become known. 

The prayer of the son Joh. 17,9: I pray for them - not for the world I pray, becomes understandable 
to us, even natural. It no longer makes us wonder or fear, as if the Savior of the world had forgotten 
in that hour of his calling to be a Savior to all the world. We realize that he understood the Father 
who had chosen him, who had at first brought him only a very small circle of chosen ones from the 
world, who had nothing outstanding or significant about them, only human weakness and wret-
chedness. Then we hear him continue to pray, not for himself alone, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word v. 20. But that is still not the whole world. But they too will have 
their turn, but not before they, the believing congregation, His own from the world, will have 
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reached complete unity. Then - not sooner - the world will recognize that you have sent me and love 
them, just as you love me. And that means eternal life for the whole world, which until then is locked 
in unbelief, and on which Satan, the god of this world, has freedom to do his masterpiece.   

Thus the son understood the father correctly and was quite content with the seemingly meager 
success of his three years of effectiveness and his carefully prepared people. He pronounced the 
word with the greatest peace of mind: I have accomplished the work which you gave me to do v. 4. 

And Jesus could have drawn the masses to himself and held them better than any modern preacher 
or evangelist who tosses and turns sleeplessly in his camp to devise ever new methods of reaching 
and holding the thousands!  This usually leads very quickly to the mental hospital, to nervous bank-
ruptcy. 

All that my Father gives me comes to me. And whoever comes to me, I will not cast out. We can still 
learn an infinite amount for a really fruitful evangelization activity, at home and outside. But our 
impetuous and driving generation is not satisfied with that. They think they are called to unhinge 
the whole world with the Gospel today, to "conquer it for Christ. 

That's how one raves about all mass efforts. And if it does not go into the big one, one is not to be 
had for a movement. Instead of recognizing the will of the Father in calm obedience and obedient 
quietness and then using all one's strength on the clearly enough drawn lines so that the Body of 
Christ is gathered and prepared from all nations, one works oneself to pieces on the recovery of the 
German or any other "people's soul" for the Gospel. And whoever does not participate in this is 
branded as an opponent of the mission. 

These are all phenomena with which we are sufficiently familiar. They all have the same root, the 
misunderstanding of the simple fact that the church of Christ Jesus is a body of elect. Enough is said 
with the one word. 

Whoever believes this can never again indulge in the illusion of a people's church. For when the 
peoples are absorbed into the church as peoples, the church naturally ceases to be a community of 
the elect. For the elect have for their natural and self-evident contrast a world hostile to God and 
not understanding him. Saved from this present, evil world, that is what the scripture calls the true 
believers Gal. 1,4. They are not of the world, the Lord had already said Joh. 17, 14. 16. 

But now back to the words of our apostle, in which he clearly explains to the Thessalonians why he 
knows that they are God's elect. Also at this so important point there is complete clarity and open-
ness. There is no trace of secrecy. There is also no reason for it. Who is not born of the spirit, every-
thing is only foolishness to him. But the apostle is allowed to speak clearly to the initiated. As he 
also writes to the Corinthians: We do indeed teach wisdom, but not wisdom of this world, nor wis-
dom of the rulers of this world, who are dismissed, but we speak God's wisdom in mystery, the 
hidden wisdom, which God predestined before the ages of the world for our glorification, which 
none of the rulers of this world has known; for if they had known the same, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written: Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-
tered into the mind of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God 
has revealed it to us through His Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of the 
Godhead 1 Cor. 2:6-10.  

Paul does not refer to any extraordinary revelation or secret communication that would have come 
to him supernaturally in his official capacity as an apostle for his knowledge of the election of the 
children of God. Nothing of all this. 

He draws two lines with great clarity on which his knowledge moves. And on these lines lies the 
whole mystery. First of all, there is the divine moment, the divine factors that are involved here. 
They are not only fundamental, but in them actually already lies everything, both the will and the 
accomplishment, i.e. the guarantee for a realization of the wonderful divine counsel with his chosen 
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ones. 

He says, "Our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and in 
great assurance, as you know that we have been among you for your sake. 

This is the indispensable prerequisite for the realization of an effective election. It all depends on 
the creative, begetting, binding and releasing word of the living God. Thus, the very first thing we 
hear in the calling of Abraham is: And God spoke to Abraham. Therefore, as little as someone can 
contribute the very least to his own salvation, so little is it in his domain to determine himself to be 
an elect. This is and remains exclusively God's business and His responsibility. What our matter is, 
we will see later from the further words of the apostle. 

Now it is written that God wants all people to be saved and that all come to the knowledge of the 
truth. But it is nowhere written that God intends to make all people the elect. A little reflection will 
also suffice to convince us that there can be no question of this any more than that an earthly king 
should make ministers of all his faithful and loyal subjects. 

The ambiguity and confusion that has occurred has its origin in the failure to distinguish between 
being saved and being chosen. Lot was a saved one, a righteous soul, testifies the Scriptures. But an 
elect he was not. No man has ever been blessed in Lot until this day. But in this is election, that one 
is there for God, at His disposal alone and for blessed use in His great household. To be saved is one 
thing, to be used by God is something completely different.  

That is why it is also written: Many are called, few are chosen. If one does not keep this apart, then 
one never comes to clarity, neither for oneself, nor in relation to the great salvation-economic 
thoughts and goals of God. Thus, under the spell of this misunderstanding, the present stewardship 
of God has been regarded as the last time of grace that mankind will ever have to attain salvation 
in Christ. In truth, God is by no means concerned today to draw the whole world into the sphere of 
his salvation, but first of all only to prepare for himself a congregation of chosen sons and heirs from 
all peoples in the various times and countries, so that in the ages yet to come he may show through 
them the abundant riches of his grace to all the world. 

If this were the case, as is still assumed in many cases, then the word "failure" would have to be 
written in large letters over the entire event of God for the salvation of the world up to now. For it 
is quite evident that today, after almost two thousand years of Gospel history in the world, hardly a 
third of the people living today have even the first news of a Savior, to say nothing of the uncounted 
generations who have descended into the kingdom of death in the dark times that lie behind us. 
The ultimate responsibility for the fact that the announcement of the only salvation has been such 
an entirely incomplete and wholly inadequate one remains at God's door, if it is attributed to Him 
that this was His plan for this age 

This has caused many pious men of God to fall for the quite untenable thought that perhaps a pos-
sibility of salvation could be thought for the sincere, God-fearing Gentiles, even without the Gospel 
being brought to them. Behind this well-meant assumption lies the other one, that only in this life 
the only possibility of salvation is given for all people without exception, that once a person has 
fallen prey to death, then all hope of salvation is over forever. 

But the Scriptures are too clear to need this makeshift. It declares most definitely that in no other 
is salvation given to men, nor is there any other name under heaven in which we can be saved. No 
man is saved by or because of his sincerity or his natural or acquired fear of God, but by faith alone 
in the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the sins of the whole world.  

As the Scripture says: Whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved. But how shall they 
call if they do not believe in him? But how shall they believe, if they have not heard of him? .... 
Accordingly, faith comes from preaching, preaching through the Word of God Rom. 10:13-17.  

So, if God wants all people to be saved, then it is quite natural that all people are offered the 
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opportunity to believe in his Christ at some time. And who are we to limit God to this single house-
hold of faith, to the single lifetime of his human children? Are not the eternities his? And has he not 
prepared them for the Son? Is death more powerful than the living? Must the Son stop at any barrier 
that sin, death or the devil have reached?  Nevermore! 

But if we accept that the whole present eon does not serve the completion of the work of redemp-
tion in general, but the preparation of a congregation of the elect, who shall serve their glorious 
Head in future ages, just for the execution of his highest and final aims for the salvation of the whole 
world, for the reconciliation of the whole universe, then all those difficulties fall away for us. Har-
mony and clarity come into the picture of the divine thoughts, which is spread out before us in the 
Scriptures.  

Probably we are faced with questions to which not only our reason, but also the divine revelation 
owe us the answer. Questions like these: How did I come to have this wonderful call from God into 
the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ? Why does God let this call resound for centuries in one 
country, among this people, and other countries and peoples sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death? There it is simply a matter of bowing down in silence and taking reason captive under the 
obedience of Christ.  

But it is indescribably comforting and delicious to know that all those to whom this call has not yet 
applied are therefore by no means to be counted among the lost or rejected. 

But where the word of God is not preached in power nor in the Holy Spirit nor in great certainty, 
what then? There it remains that his word should not come back empty. However, if we have un-
derstood the apostle correctly in his emphasis on this kind of preaching of the word, this cannot 
lead to effective elections. 

And one need only look around a little in Christianity to realize that all the preaching and evangeli-
zing is certainly not futile; but it cannot achieve the one high purpose at issue today, because it lacks 
either the spirit or the power or the great certainty for such effective preaching. Often all three at 
the same time. By far the largest part of today's preaching, even that of resolute believers, is limited 
to the presentation of the simple way of salvation: How can a man be saved? 

There is even - one should not think it possible - in some circles a not insignificant tendency to deny 
the justification of a word proclamation directed beyond that. One believes oneself called to warn 
against it as against step Christianity, elite Christianity and the like. It is a heavy responsibility that 
one takes upon oneself.  

This, of course, must not deter us nor ever hinder us from directing our whole soul to losing nothing 
of what has been promised to us by God and to be found faithful in our preaching under all circum-
stances as those who do not allow themselves any deduction or abridgement of the whole full coun-
sel and will of God. 

The second of the two lines, which are clearly drawn here by the apostle, now clearly confronts us 
in v. 6: You have become our followers and of the Lord, receiving the word under much tribulation 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit. 

If in v. 5 he had rightly brought the divine factor, the creative, begetting word of God to the fore, 
the human one must not be missing here. The divine call is matched by human obedience. As the 
scripture also testifies to Abraham: By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out Hebr. 
11,8. The same deed of Abraham, but without a previous divine call, could still be a deed of great 
consequence for his generation. But then it would have been only a more or less daring adventure, 
which could also fail. It was a deed of faith only because God had commanded it and he obeyed.  

Again, the strong emphasis on the fact that "you have become our successors" seems remarkable 
to us. This is a feature of the whole Pauline teaching for which we can find no other explanation 
than that our apostle knew himself to be called by the Lord in a very special and excellent way, not 
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only as a teacher, but as an object of observation of the full truth of his gospel. In that they became 
his imitators, they were also such of the Lord himself. Thus, not only Paul's teaching, but also his life 
and his walk in the gospel of God take on a very outstanding significance for us. 

The main emphasis is, of course, on the fact that you have received the word. This is the culmination 
of the whole mystery of the election according to its human side, and this truth also confronts us in 
that precious chapter of John 17, in which the Lord speaks before His Father about those whom the 
Father had given Him out of the world. The distinguishing mark for the Son seems to have been 
none other than the one he repeatedly emphasized: "The words that you have given me, I have 
given them, and they have accepted and truly known them, v. 6, 8, 14.  

We do not believe that the Son had any other characteristic by which he recognized those whom 
the Father had assigned to him as chosen from the world than the way they received and kept the 
word. To us this seems to emerge most clearly from that question of the Lord to the Twelve in John 
6:67. He had spoken to the people things that were more calculated to turn the multitude away. On 
this occasion, many of his disciples withdrew and no longer walked with him. They had joined him, 
it is true, but they had not been given to him by the Father. So he turns to the twelve: Will you also 
go away? Not as if he had harbored such an apprehension or was not sure of his cause. But it was 
necessary to show them clearly what his succession was about. And so Peter answered exactly along 
these lines: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 

 Thus, this whole question is also removed at one stroke from the realm of human arbitrariness and 
the fluctuations of human feelings. Our position towards the word reveals whether we are God's 
elect in Christ or not. If there is only one goal for us, to get into the word and under the word under 
all circumstances and at any price, no matter what this earns us from men, then this means a clari-
fication and consolidation of our election.  

That is also the pleasant and reassuring thing about all the sad phenomena and currents of our days, 
that this clarification and viewing process takes place through them with quite infallible certainty. 
We do not need any special events to separate the real from the false. All such attempts have always 
proved insufficient. For we are not heart-annunciators. He who is of the truth hears God's word. 
This is the criterion that has never failed and will never fail. The Word of God is the unerring judge 
of the thoughts and senses of the heart.  

We should have a much greater peace of mind and holy carelessness. There are still so many Ussa-
minds among us, who think that they have to hold the ark of God with their hands, so that it does 
not fall.  

The apostle mentions two more very important characteristics. One is the tribulation that follows 
the obedience of faith. Even today there is still no lack of it, if one is only completely and fully serious 
with the acceptance and submission to all recognized truth of revelation. It is a great deception to 
think that the world, even the so-called Christian world, is much more tolerant of God's truth today 
than it was in the past. Whoever still wants to be misjudged, rejected and crucified today only needs 
to take his stand firmly on the whole, unbroken Word of God without any compromise. He will ex-
perience the same thing that Jesus and his disciples experienced. And that is good and delicious. For 
by this it is proved whether we are really of the truth. As it is written: If ye were of the world, the 
world would love its own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.  

The other characteristic is not less valuable: with joys of the Holy Spirit. This may certainly be read 
in a double mind. The closest thing to us is to think of the joy of the indwelling Holy Spirit. After all, 
it is his laborious but delicious work to guide the faithful into all truth, to make accessible to them 
the hidden glories of the Christ of God, which he himself has put into the Scriptures. How should he 
not rejoice when he succeeds again with a soul, when a human heart is found that is open to all 
revealed truth without any restriction.  
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That such joy of the Holy Spirit is also reflected in the conscious spiritual life of the believer is quite 
natural and almost inevitable. One feels and perceives whether the Scriptures open up to one more 
easily or more difficultly, whether one progresses from knowledge to knowledge or can only move 
within a certain sphere of truths beyond which it seems laborious or even questionable to research 
and dig. After all, we are not only automatically or mechanically involved in all these processes. The 
same Spirit testifies with our spirit that we are God's children Rom. 8,16. We have to think of this 
not so much as a mystical impression that is produced in our inner being, but rather as the procedure 
of the Holy Spirit, who now, because we have become believers, i.e. open to His truth, opens up to 
us all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge of our God and Savior, to which we have a good right, 
and which He makes us ever better able to recognize and grasp. Thus we then become partakers of 
his own joy and may be joyful witnesses of how he places the Christ of God ever greater, more 
glorious, more indispensable and more desirable before our souls and transfigures us into the same 
image, from clarity to clarity. 

In these things the young believers in Thessalonica had become an example for the older churches 
in Macedonia and Achaia (like Philippi). What is to prevent us from taking them as an example? 
There has been no lack of eager attempts to take the apostolic churches as a model for church order 
and constitution. With what success remains to be seen. This much is certain: there is not the sligh-
test obstacle to our becoming true imitators of those young, flourishing congregations and thus true 
imitators of the apostle and the Lord Himself.  

Much has been made of the great value of church history. It has great value and should be studied 
much more thoroughly than it is. But even more certain and infinitely more valuable is the study of 
the original sources from which sprang the prosperous and fruitful life of the first churches. The 
same causes will produce the same effects today. The stream of church history carries with it many 
things that have led to the clouding and mingling of the water of divine revelation. Whoever wants 
to drink the water as it flows today on the banks of the church water that has become historical, 
must never forget to have the filters with him. Here, however, the original springs still flow fresh 
and bright. Here one can still drink oneself recovery and recovery at the Urborn of truth. The pos-
session of such documents of original community life is priceless. Not all of God's children have 
access to the halls of church history. All may come to these original sources and drink their fill until 
they can see brightly again and learn to distinguish clearly. 

From v. 8 it is very clear that where really healthy, fresh spiritual and faith life pulsates, it simply 
cannot remain hidden. For the word of God went out from them, and this was not the result of any 
special advertising that they did. There was no need for such advertising. The brightly shining sun 
does not need any advertisements. And where the true light has risen in a human life or in a con-
gregation, it shows its luminosity and its life-giving warmth without the sound of trumpets or news-
paper advertisements. A true child of truth only needs to let his light shine, and souls hungry for 
light will already be attracted and touched to life.  

In wide circles such an activity of their fresh, vigorous life of faith had happened, so that Paul may 
say we have no need to speak of it. What are all these pleasing features and characteristics. There 
are no anxious questions, doubts and misgivings as to whether the revival was genuine and really 
produced lasting fruit. How often it happens in our days that preachers and evangelists cannot be 
quite happy about the revivals they have had. And with good reason. Many people can be shaken, 
touched, and in a certain sense moved to give up their old nature. But the question is: what takes 
the place of the old? Conversions - yes! But to what end? 

At first, the apostle summarizes this matter in a very simple formula: as you believe in God. In the 
following verses, he expands his presentation. It is valuable for us to realize this. But it is important 
to understand this very formula correctly. We remain mindful that he was dealing with believers 
from paganism who had been led to those who are not gods, but who gladly receive divine worship 
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from men. There, in the simple: "you believe in God" the deep distance and contrast to earlier clearly 
appears. Therein lies basically everything. For at the root of all lamentation of sin and all death in 
mankind lies the horrible distance from God and enmity towards God into which we have fallen. 
The essence of the world is enmity against God. Only in faith, in returning trust and obedience to 
God can salvation and recovery lie. 

Therefore, all healthy and salvific evangelism must under all circumstances be subject to the Word 
of God in its unbending majesty, with its unconditional claim to complete subjugation of the senses 
and thoughts. God's sole right over us, His unlimited sovereignty over us in judgment and grace, 
must form the cornerstone of all salvation preaching. 

God must again be acknowledged alone. He must have his say exclusively and be right without fail. 

In verses 9 and 10, the apostle goes into more detail about what constitutes a normal conversion. 

Fundamental is again the entrance we found with you with the word of divine proclamation. Wit-
hout such a word there can be conversions, but no normal, godly, healthy and lasting ones. With all 
kinds of speech and presentation arts, one can so affect the feeling or the mind or both that people 
not only make very serious resolutions, but also carry them out and thereby show themselves to be 
transformed for the judging eye. This can lead to profound moral upheavals that remain significant 
for the rest of life. And yet, these are not conversions as the Scriptures characterize them here.  

Above all, let us hold fast to this. No godly, healthy conversion without the Word of God, the mes-
sage of Christ, crucified and risen, having found entrance. The Word of God alone is the seed of the 
new, imperishable eternal life. The Holy Spirit with his renewing, redeeming, transforming effects 
binds himself to the Word alone. He can do without all our oratory, all our excellent, gripping 
images, anecdotes and examples, but not the Word of God. This is and remains an indispensable 
basic condition for him and his work.  

Converted to God from the idols, it says further. Our German word Abgott und Abgötterei comes in 
handy here. It expresses so precisely what we are talking about. Everything is idolatry that wants to 
pull me away from God. These can be quite harmless, even very useful and valuable things, gifts of 
God, noble possessions, for which I may well thank God from the bottom of my heart if I have and 
use them properly. It would be far from the truth if one were to think only of ghoulish idols, of dead 
blocks of gold, silver, stone or wood. Certainly, also these all are included. However, they do not 
make the whole row of that what may serve to the idolatry to me. 

How many a wife is idolized by her husband, and vice versa. How often our own children are one of 
the greatest obstacles in the way of a thorough conversion to the Lord. My earthly profession, my 
position in society. Yes, my service to the Gospel of God itself can become an idol to me, i.e. one of 
the most formidable obstacles to a wholehearted devotion to God. There is probably nothing that 
could not become an idol for us. 

This is part of the essence of a true conversion, that it clears up with all idols, as far as one has 
recognized such. This is how our apostle speaks, since he was allowed to look back through the Spirit 
to his future position on the gospel of God in Christ Jesus. He may say: What I have gained I have 
counted as loss for Christ's sake Phil. 3,7. And his basic attitude lies in the words: Yes, I now also 
count all things as loss compared to the all-surpassing knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have forfeited all things and count them as garbage, so that I may gain Christ v. 8.  

Not only a thorough turning away, but also a right turning towards God is essential for a healthy 
conversion. It is necessary to serve the living and true God.  

What a glorious word is this, that of the living God! It is not an indeterminate something, a mere 
force, still less an idea or an ideal, i.e. a creation of the human spirit. No, it is a living, personal being 
who can think, speak, hear and understand me and in whom is the source and fullness of all life. A 
God who can help and save to the utmost, even from death and from the power of hell. 
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What a privilege to serve such a God, what an honor and distinction. To know he notices all my 
thoughts, nothing is hidden from him. When no one understands me, he always understands me. 
And he takes pleasure in my service, however imperfect, because he looks at the heart and not at 
the outward performance and its effort, as men do. He never treats me with injustice, with partiality 
or aversion, because he is the living and loving God. His life is love. 

To be there for him, and for him alone, only that gives a poor human life its filling, its value and 
content. There must be no division, no half-measure. To serve means no longer to be there for on-
eself, but only for him. All his interests are mine. All my time and energy is at his disposal and his 
alone. All right of disposal over me and mine and mine in earthly goods and chattels has passed into 
his hand.  

In return, he also takes over all my worries and makes them his own. I must no longer be concerned 
about anything. The success or failure of my ministry is no longer my concern. He has to answer for 
that. How wide or how narrow he draws my sphere of action is his business alone. I have only one 
thing to be concerned about, that I am where he wants me to be and do what he tells me to do. 
That I go only if he sends me and me bescheide, if he says: it is enough.  

This is how our apostle understood it, when he calls himself a slave of Christ, bound to him alone 
and free of all men. If I am still to please men, I am not Christ's slave Gal. 1,10.  

But not only for the whole present life such a normal conversion means a complete transformation. 
But: we have been saved in hope Rom. 8,24. The whole direction of this new life goes out to a great 
event, encompassing the most powerful thoughts of God. Our being bound to the Christ of God 
reaches beyond all barriers of time. Our life of hope can no longer be circumscribed by the lines of 
purely personal happiness. We await the Son of God from heaven when we are normally converted, 
and not some event such as our blessed homecoming, the scope and significance of which is pretty 
much exhausted in our personal experience. 

It is at this point that the vast distance between the apostolic and the present-day proclamation of 
salvation is most painfully revealed. For centuries, believing Christians have been taught to direct 
their hope and longing toward a blessed departure from this earthly life and the attainment of 
heavenly glory. They have been taught to place the individual blessed going home on the same level 
with the return of the Son of God from heaven. In doing so, they did not even consider that in this 
way they placed themselves in a clear opposition to the direction of the divine thoughts of revela-
tion. The latter unmistakably do not go from earth to heaven, but vice versa from heaven earthward. 

The consistent testimonies of the Holy Spirit in all New Testament prophetic writings aim to portray 
the Son of God as full of eager desire to return soon, very soon, to restore all that God has spoken 
of through His holy prophets from of old. Behold, I am coming soon! we hear from the mouth of the 
exalted Lord. 

For such thoughts a believing Christianity has almost lost the understanding. Their hopes are ex-
hausted by "longing for heaven. Oh, if only I were already up there! is the most correct sentiment 
of a truly converted person. Few Christians realize that this does not coincide with the expressed 
longing of the Lord to be able to leave heaven quite soon and return here. They thoughtlessly repeat 
what has been made understandable to them with a pious face, that practically there is no diffe-
rence between the coming of the Lord and our blessed going home to heaven. The main thing is to 
know how to be saved. 

The result stands before our eyes with sad clarity. The believing Christianity has lost feeling and 
understanding for the actual purpose of God in his Christ. It has placed itself and its own salvation 
so much in the center of believing thought that it can hardly imagine how there could be any other 
goals beyond happily reaching the goal of its blessedness. She feels it almost as a setback and rejects 
it that one would like to make clear to her that she is really not converted to come only once into 
the beautiful heaven.  
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This is one of the most deplorable phenomena in the spiritual life of Christianity today, which claims 
to be really serious about attaining salvation. It is so thoroughly serious about it that it cannot be 
won over for anything else. It is so completely in love with its own salvation that it almost does not 
need to be bothered with divine kingdom thoughts. For her, these are only special hobbies. 

She does not even notice how far she has moved away from the simplicity of the gospel of God and 
Christ. Thus it moves on and on in the narrow circle of salvation experiences. The whole scripture 
has to put up with being read only from the point of view of personal edification. Thus it gets deeper 
and deeper into the swamp of unrestrained subjectivism, i.e. it constantly revolves only around 
one's own dear self, for whom all God's events are made. 

This is countered with sublime simplicity by the apostolic: "to expect his Son from heaven". On this 
path lies recovery for us as well. 

The fact that the church, which has become one with the Son in faith, does not expect the Son of 
Man from heaven, should be understood by it without difficulty. In all his letters to the church from 
the nations, the body of Christ, the apostle never uses the term Son of Man, which is so frequent in 
the Gospels and is taken for granted there. This has its natural context. The Son of Man is the object 
of all promises of the Old Testament from Moses on. The community, however, never entered the 
circle of vision of those Old Testament seers. Its origin was never the subject of prophecy. It was a 
mystery. For this reason also a designation of the promised one has no meaning for it, since it was 
and is not a promised one itself.  

All relations of the Son of Man are along the lines of divine thoughts with His people Israel and with 
the nations. All judgment, i.e. the final solution of all questions of nations as they are linked to Isra-
el's conversion, is handed over to the Son of Man by the Father.  

Thus it is connected that on the ground of the kingdom sermon in the gospels the designation "Son 
of man" recurs again and again. Israel and the world of nations to be judged await the appearance 
of the Son of Man in the clouds of heaven. We expect the Son of God, the firstborn among many 
brothers from heaven - but to meet him in the sky 1. Thess. 4, 13-18. 

"Whom He raised from the dead," the apostle adds, as especially signifying the church, which is 
planted together with Him to the same death, but is also set apart to the same resurrection Rom. 
6:5; Eph. 2:6. 

Jesus, who saved us from the coming wrath. That it is Jesus, the one in whom all the promise of the 
Son of Man has been and will be fulfilled, is a delicious proof of the perfect unity of all the great 
thoughts and purposes of God. Everything has been decided in him, to whom God has given the 
name above all names, that in the name of Jesus all their knees should bow, the heavenly, the e-
arthly and the subterranean, and all tongues confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father Phil. 2,9-11. 

The fact that he saved us from the future wrath is emphasized here with special emphasis and is of 
particular importance in this context. It should say no less than that the expectation of the believing 
community for the Son of God also differs from all other waiting for the future of the Son of Man in 
that for all the rest of the world his future means the revelation of his wrath, but not for his own 
who have become one with him in faith. As Paul later testifies, God has not set us apart for wrath, 
but for the possession of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ (chap. 5:9). 

 

Chapter 2  

1 For you yourselves know, brethren, that our entrance among you[a] was not in vain[b]; a) Acts 
20:18 b) ch. 1:9 

2 But having suffered and been maltreated before, as you know, in Philippi[a], we became bold 
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in our God to speak the gospel of God to you with much struggle[A][b].   A) o. effort a) Acts 16:22-
24 b) Acts 17:5-9; 2 Cor. 7:5; Phil. 1:30 

3 For our exhortation <did not> come from error, nor from dishonesty, nor with guile[a]; a) 2Cor 
2:17; 2Pet 1:16 

4 But as we have been found fit by God[a] to be entrusted with the gospel[b], so we speak, not to 
please men[c] but God who tests our hearts[d]. a) 2 Timothy 2:15 b) 1 Timothy 1:11, 12 c) Gala-
tians 1:10 d) 1 Chronicles 29:17; Prov. 17:3; Jer. 11:20 

5 For we have never appeared with flattering speech[a], as you know, nor with an excuse for 
covetousness[b] - God is witness[c] - a) Hi 32:21 b) Acts 20:33; 2Cor 6:3, 4; 1Pet 5:2 c) 1Sam 12:5; 
Hi 16:19; Rom 1:9 

6 Nor did we seek honor from men, either from you or from others[a], a) John 5:41-44. 

7 Though we might have appeared weighty as Christ's apostles[a]; but we have been tender in 
your midst[A][b], as a nursing mother[B] tends her children.   A) According to several old manu-
scripts: been underage. In this case, "Like a nursing mother tends her children" begins a new sen-
tence.  B) o. like a nurse a) 1Cor 9:6, 12, 14 b) 2Tim 2:24 

8 Thus, drawn to you in love[a], we were willing to share with you not only the gospel of God but 
also our own lives, because you had become dear to us. a) v. 17; Phil 1:8 

9 For you remember, brothers, our toil and complaint: Laboring night and day, that none of you 
should be troubled[a], we preached unto you the gospel of God. a) Acts 18:3; 2 Cor. 6:5; 11:9 

10 You are witnesses, and God, how holy and righteous and blameless we were toward you who 
believe[a]; a) 2 Cor. 1:12 

11 Just as you know that we <and that is> each one of you[a] as a father does his children a) Acts 
20:31 

12 exhorted and comforted[A][a] and adjured[B] to walk worthy of the God[b] who calls you to 
his kingdom[C][c] and glory[d].   A) o. encourages B) w. testifies C) o. of his kingship a) 1Cor 4:14 
b) Eph 4:1 c) 2Tim 4:18 d) 2Thes 2:14 

13 And therefore we also thank God continually, that when ye received from us the word of ti-
dings from God, ye received it not as the word of men[a], but, as it is true, as the word of God[b], 
which also worketh in you that believe[c]. a) Gal 1:11 b) Ch 1:2; Acts 8:14 c) Lk 8:15; Acts 17:4; Col 
1:6 

14 For, brethren, you have become imitators of the churches[A] of God which are in Judea in Christ 
Jesus, because you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they also suffered 
from the Jews[a], A) o. assemblies a) ch. 1:6; Acts 8:1; Heb. 10:32, 33; 1 Peter 5:9 

15 Who killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets[a] and persecuted us[b] and are not pleasing 
to God and are hostile to all men[c], a) Acts 7:52 b) Acts 17:10, 14; 2Cor 11:26 c) Rom 11:28 

16 In that, to make their sin<measure> always full[a], they refuse us to speak to the nations, that 
they may be saved[b]; but wrath has finally[A] come upon them[c].   A) w. to the end a) Gen 15:16 
b) Acts 13:50 c) Matt 23:32,33 

17 But we, brethren, being for a short time deserted from you, according to our face, not accord-
ing to our heart, have striven all the more with great desire[A] to see your face[a].   A) o. with 
great eagerness[a] v. 8; ch. 3:6, 10; Rom. 1:11; 2 Tim. 1:4. 

18 Therefore we wanted to come to you - I, Paul - not once but twice, and Satan hindered us[a]. 
a) Rom 15:22 

19 For who is our hope or joy or glory[a] - not you also? - before our Lord Jesus at his coming[b]? 
a) Phil 2:16; 4:1 b) 2Cor 1:14 

20 For you are our glory and joy[a]. a) Ch. 3:9 
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The apostle writes these words not only in his own name, but also for his co-workers, Silvanus and 
Timothy, whom he mentions in the entrance of the letter. They give us an insight into how much 
importance Paul attached to the right, personal relationship between him and the believers in Thes-
salonica. In other letters, too, especially the letter to the Galatians, we can see what the apostle's 
conduct and appearance among those to whom he was allowed to bring the gospel of God meant 
to him.  

In no other profession and occupation does the perfect correspondence between the service and 
the personality performing the service mean so much as in the administration of God's mysteries. 
The most perfect professional or technical training can never replace what a personality steeped in 
the Gospel means. Here also the saying applies: "If I spoke with the tongues of men and angels, and 
had not love, I would be a sounding brass, a tinkling bell. A minister of the gospel is nothing if he 
does not himself represent the word of life. This is what our apostle did, as he elaborates train by 
train.  

The focus is again on what entrance he found with his gospel in Thessalonica. That is all that our 
God requires for his gospel - entrance. For the effects he makes himself liable, not us nor other 
people. But entrance for all that he has to say, without deduction. The testifying, creative power of 
the word of truth vouches for everything else. 

V. 2 The beginning of his gospel in Europe had been in Philippi. Gangs and dungeons had become 
his lot. But these persecutions and sufferings had not dampened his courage. He gained joy in his 
God to preach the gospel even in Thessalonica, the great, godless port city. 

Even human encouragement and encouragement are not enough. God alone can work a joyfulness 
that does not let anything get it down. In Thessalonica, too, he faced struggles and adversities, but 
they could not diminish his joy in ministry. 

V. 3 It is a great thing to know and to be able to say that our preaching does not spring from error, 
nor from impure intentions, nor from deceit. For the last two, the covenant of a good conscience 
before God, who searches the heart, is enough. But for the first, a clear, sure anchoring in the in-
fallible, divine revelation is needed. There the purest personal sincerity and conscientiousness do 
not suffice. And this is the fundamental and important thing in all proclamation of truth, that one 
has the firm anchor of the divine word under one's feet and can refer to a clear: It is written! 

That there can and may be differences of opinion on the ground of faithful commitment to the 
written Word of God is unavoidable. This does not detract from the truth. But this is very different 
from open deviation or conscious opposition to the revelation of Scripture, as our time has to show 
so much of it.  

All our knowledge and prophecy remains piecemeal before the perfect comes. We may serve and 
complement each other, support each other and meet in love, even if we differ from others in our 
opinions. As long as the basic position on the infallible truth of Scripture is not shaken, even the 
greatest difference of opinion means nothing. Between the different members of our body there 
are greatest deviations in the understanding, there are spatial separations, which we are not able 
to compensate in our whole life. My head and my feet have never been able to come together since 
my childhood. Despite all external remoteness, they stand well together. 

My ear and my eye, for all their spatial proximity, have hardly any points of contact as far as their 
mutual functions are concerned. What does my ear know of colors and forms? What does my eye 
know of tones and sounds? They are both irreplaceable to me, get along well with each other, whe-
ther they can also never communicate.  

But between a living eye open to the light and one extinguished in death yawns an insurmountable 
gulf. Between the two all and every fellowship is excluded. So between the one who is open to the 
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light of the whole unbroken revelation of God and the one who knowingly closes or withdraws from 
it. 

V. 4 It is something indescribably great and mighty when a mortal, sinful man, and such a man the 
apostle was and remained, knows himself tested by God and entrusted with the gospel. People have 
indeed, with great solemnity and with much expenditure of ceremonial, put the tests before men 
for knowledge and erudition in the foreground. In fact, in wide circles of evangelical Christianity it 
has come to the point that a candidate for the divine (?) preaching office is not even asked about 
"his being tested, tried or called by God". One asks only: Has he passed his scientific examinations 
well or satisfactorily? Then enough ecclesiastical authorities can be found to lay their hands on him 
without further ado and stamp him officially and most solemnly as a "decreed minister of the word". 

And on no other authority he takes office as a thus appointed "clergyman", mounts the pulpit and 
often enough preaches blatant unbelief.  

It is shocking how far one has moved away from the simplicity of the gospel of God even there. And 
the worst thing is that one no longer feels the atrocity of such presumption. It has just become 
historical, and that is justification enough for any kind of atrocity. They only need to have the tradi-
tion for themselves and are canonized. And then you still think that you are allowed to throw stones 
at Rome. One does not even notice how Roman one is in such things.  

Of course, even in our days one notices very little of what it means not to want to please people in 
the speech on or under the pulpit. You have to be popular these days. You have to "pull". If you 
don't pull, you end up in the corner. The real, true independence from people's praise and recogni-
tion grows only on the ground of a true, painful, but steeling, divine calling and probation in the 
service of the Gospel. 

Only those who can always adhere to the invisible God in all their witness and activity can meet 
people without batting an eyelash. True freedom from the judgment and favor of men thrives only 
in complete bondage to the living Lord and his Word.  

V. 5 To come with flattering words and with hidden covetousness, these are terrible pitfalls, on 
which many a promising instrument of God has miserably perished. These are dangers that threaten 
us daily. For it is a powerful temptation to want to please people. It all too often dresses itself up in 
the garb of a prudent concern not to offend people unnecessarily, but to preserve their good opinion 
and thus our influence over them. The flatterer soon becomes a hypocrite.  

Flowery greed is also a terrible danger. For hardly any sin is so skillful in disguise of the most 
tempting kind as the love of money. And hardly any other sin is so difficult to deal with, precisely 
because it knows how to disguise itself so extremely cleverly. And yet, according to the Scriptures, 
it is a root of all evil.  

V.6 The apostle also did not demand honor from men. In this he is again a shining and rare example 
for us. How many faithful witnesses have been effectively paralyzed by the enemy with decorations 
and awards, with titles and high offices. A look into the present-day gears of politics and ambition 
in the church shows us again the gaping distance of our days from those of the apostles of Jesus 
Christ, who were never stingy of vain honor, never sought high things. This was also a fine trick of 
Satan, when he smuggled into the church of God not only the difference between "clergy" and 
"laity", but also the different ranks of higher and lower "spirituality". How much true spirituality is 
left in such hustle and bustle and in the pursuit of honor among the people, among the authorities 
and the high and highest patrons, can be imagined. 

Imagine Paul with a golden chain of office around his neck, from which a little golden cross dangles! 
And in such a regalia the cross should then be preached! Which cross? 

Would Paul, who had such a poorly developed concept of ministry that he did not even like to appear 
dignified, even though he was a high apostle and knew it very well, be ordained today? 
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V. 7 We behaved mildly in your midst, as a mother cares for her own children. The words say more 
than whole volumes of homiletic rules and instructions can say. This is gentleness that is as far from 
weakness as it is from harshness and sharpness. How tenderly a mother knows how to handle her 
newborn children must be observed. No wet nurse can match this, no matter how well trained she 
may be. There is no substitute for the wonderful spiritual relationship between a fruitful and blessed 
minister of the gospel and his spiritual children, nor can it be imitated. This is one of the things for 
which human ingenuity has not yet discovered a surrogate.    

V. 8 From this, such a longing can be explained, as Paul now expresses it. Again, it is not to be con-
fused with purely emotional, emotional attachment or natural sympathy, as is often enough found 
in natural people. It is the mighty impulse of the Holy Spirit that wove the bond that existed between 
apostle and believers through the gospel, to which they had become obedient. He had begotten 
them through the word of truth. And as the first, powerful impulse of the newborn child is towards 
the mother's breast, so it is the highest delight of the young mother to offer the nourishing breast 
to the child and to offer it what means life and growth to it. In the same way, the apostle is impelled 
by the Spirit to offer them his own life, only to give their life all the support it needs. 

Because you have become dear to us. This is written by a Jew to Gentiles. A miracle of the transfor-
ming, renewing, almighty grace of God. Never were there more abrupt contrasts and sharper enmity 
between man and man than had developed between Jews and Gentiles. Racial hatred and religious 
antagonism formed the most formidable combination for the most bitter hostility. The cross made 
the two one. Enmity and the wall between them have been abolished.  

No habituation, no instruction, no education can do that. Only the all-conquering, glorious grace, 
whose throne is the cross of Golgotha, can do that. 

V. 9 This is probably the most desirable position in the difficult and delicate question of money and 
salary, as the apostle himself took it. It undoubtedly means the greatest freedom and independence 
from men, where one can earn one's own bread and that of others through one's own hands and 
preach the gospel of God at the same time. However, it does not occur to our apostle to expect his 
position from everyone or even to want to morally coerce anyone to share it. He rather expresses 
the principle as a word of the Lord that those who serve the gospel should also live from the gospel 
1 Cor 9:14.  

In general, it is very noteworthy with what wisdom and tact Paul moves in this area, without ever 
falling into legalism or robbing the freedom of the gospel of the slightest thing. The congregations 
have their responsibility and task in these matters laid upon their consciences without reserve. But 
nowhere, for instance, is a financial or church tax law imposed upon them. How advantageously the 
apostolic way again stands out from our not always very happy attempts to solve this difficult ques-
tion. For a long time we have not always succeeded in completely avoiding legal coercion, nor in 
properly cultivating and utilizing the feeling of personal responsibility on the basis of the freedom 
of the Gospel. 

He calls the message entrusted to him the "Gospel of God. A very simple and yet infinitely meaning-
ful word. One could write volumes about it without exhausting its content.  

He preached the gospel not of any church or direction, but of God. How seldom this happens today. 
Most people do not get their gospel directly from the first hand, but almost only from the second 
or third hand. That is, we hardly have the opportunity to hear the gospel in our days in a different 
way than it is stamped as correct by certain authorities or boards or communities or other authori-
ties. Most of those who preach it have first gone through some kind of school or examination, and 
then they have been allowed to preach. 

As things stand, this certainly has its value and its right. But it is undeniable that the originality and 
freshness, the sanctified naturalness and independence, which knows itself in the law of the spirit 
of Christ, is thereby very precariously damaged. School-appropriate preaching may also apply. But 



21 

David could not even walk in the certainly exquisitely crafted armor of his royal master Saul, let 
alone meet the Philistine or cut him down. 

Our preaching schools and seminaries have certainly helped to awaken and train many a talent. But 
they have put countless spirits of God's called witnesses in unworthy bondage and made them fo-
rever incapable of being what God created them to be, namely originals and not molded disciples 
of other spirits. 

God's gospel must be the highest that God is capable of in this realm. Its content must have occupied 
His heart and mind before the foundation of the world. It must express what only His heart can 
move and what corresponds to His wisdom and omnipotence in the most perfect way. That men, 
mortal, sinful, in need of redemption, should be called by God to proclaim his gospel to other equally 
sinful men is almost incomprehensible, but worthy of adoration.  

What a presumption it is when a person, for selfish reasons, out of consideration for the wishes of 
his father and mother, or for the sake of dear bread, or in order to take up a respected position, 
forces himself into the office and service that has the gospel of God as its object. There will be a 
terrible reckoning in that day.  

And what does it mean for all servants of Jesus Christ who are truly called by God, that they are 
found faithful as stewards over such mysteries of God. For to whom much is given, of them much 
will be required. 

V. 10 The apostle can confidently refer to the testimony of his own children in Christ for the holy, 
righteous, blameless administration of his ministry in the gospel of God. Holy it was, because wit-
hout restraint and completely devoted to the Lord alone. A slave of Jesus Christ he calls himself. 
Righteous it was, because he was entirely under the discipline and guidance of the Spirit of truth 
and purity, because he never sought his own, but only that which was Christ's. And blameless as a 
proof and testimony not of his own excellence and virtue, but of the fact that his God knew how to 
preserve him under all dangers and temptations, of which even he was not free, as one who had 
not trusted in vain in the living God. 

V. 11 It is his careful individual work that Paul emphasizes here again. Nowhere are we told how 
large the crowds were that came under his preaching. He never attached importance to statistical 
figures or spent time on them. In this we are far ahead of him, if this is a real progress, which is very 
doubtful.   

Whatever one may think about the true meaning of the parable of the leaven, whether it means the 
all-leavening power of the gospel or the all-corrupting power of evil, one thing is certain, this apostle 
never put emphasis in his letters on the work with the masses. It has never been his concern to 
always fill the largest halls and bring in whole crowds. But he does speak with special emphasis 
about how he worked to present every single believer perfect in Christ Col. 1,28. So it is also his 
glory here to have admonished and encouraged every single one fatherly.  

Speeches, as they have become common with us, that the German or any other people's soul must 
be saturated with the gospel, are not to be found with him. He knew well enough that his gospel 
was not for the masses. He was concerned with winning out a congregation of the elect and prepa-
ring them for the day of the revelation of Jesus Christ. He never aimed at world conquest through 
the gospel, but at world denial and real world overcoming, without ever speaking of world escape. 

It would be better for the church of God in our days, if one would give up all those lofty plans to 
conquer the present poor world with the gospel and to reform it thoroughly, and if one would reflect 
on the fact that, in spite of these loud speeches, apostasy is increasing with an almost uncanny 
speed, and that most severely in evangelical Christianity. To speak of a saturation of the German 
people's soul with the forces of the Gospel is to dream or to play the ostrich.  

But after the gospel of God has been watered down in every conceivable way and made bite-sized 
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for people, it is naturally not so easy to return to what is actually the gospel. That is the curse of all 
school concepts, that they rob us of the ability to still understand God.  

V. 12 Now it is equally impossible to walk in truth worthy of the God who has called us to his kingdom 
and to his own glory, unless one has been enlightened from the whole word of God about the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in his saints and the exceeding greatness of his power in us who believe, 
according to the efficacy of the power of his might, which he hath made effectual in Christ, whom 
he raised from the dead, and set him on his right hand high above all principality and power, might 
and dominion, and hath put all things under his feet, and given him to be the head over all things to 
the church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all Eph. 1,18.  

It is a fatal flaw in believing circles of our day to be so unwilling to consider and become clear on all 
sides about the whole breadth, length, depth and height of God's wonderful thoughts with His 
church.  

V.13-16 Therefore we also thank God continually, that ye receive the word of the preaching of God 
which we have received, not as the word of men, but, as it is true, as the word of God, which also 
worketh in you that believe. 014 For ye, brethren, are like unto the churches of God which are in 
Judea in Christ Jesus, because ye have suffered the same things of your own people, as they of the 
Jews; 015 Who also killed the Lord Jesus, and the prophets, and persecuted us, and pleased not 
God, and are contrary to all men. 016 They forbid us to go unto the Gentiles, that they may be saved, 
wherewith they fill up the measure of their sins: but the judgment of wrath is quick to appoint them 
a goal. 

What was the cause of unceasing thanksgiving for the apostle even then, still has the same value 
and meaning for us today. For the faithful reception of the divine word is still today the most de-
sirable and highest goal of our work. It is still the secret of all blessed and fruitful work.  

We may be tempted to look for visible results, the only lasting work we can do when souls receive 
the word of divine preaching. And there the master's word applies: He who is of the truth hears 
God's word. And: All that my Father gives me comes to me, and whoever comes to me, I will not 
cast out. 

According to this standard, the Son himself also measured his work on earth when he declared to 
his Father: I have finished the work you gave me to do. Measured by human standards, as far as his 
outward success was concerned, he did not have much to show. It was a small and pitiful band of 
Galilean disciples who had stayed with him. And when it came down to it, they all deserted him and 
fled. But he was quite sure of his cause, that the Father had given them to him out of the world, 
because they had received the word that he had given them from the Father. That tipped the scales 
for him. Then their sad condition, their very precarious state, meant nothing to him. He trusted in 
the indomitable power of the word they had received. And he was not mistaken in this. When the 
Holy Spirit came, he found the Word in them, without which his effects could never have been what 
they were.  

The apostle's testimony of the true divinity of his preaching is of lasting value to us. He sets his 
proclamation in clear, sharp contrast to mere words of men. Today we may again let him emphasize 
this strongly to us. This leaves us no other choice: either this apostle is a deliberate deceiver and 
forger, who passes off his own thought-forms for genuine revelation of God, or he is a faithful, reli-
able witness of the living and true God, who has entrusted him with a particularly glorious message. 
There can be no middle ground with this language. 

The only proper and appropriate way to receive God's word is of course only one, namely that of 
complete submission to it. That does not want to fit the proud sense of man, which first wants to 
examine and determine whether one does not forfeit anything of one's human dignity, if one opens 
oneself uncritically to what is spoken.  
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In this, the divine way differs fundamentally from the human way. God demands first of all com-
plete, wholehearted devotion to what he says and then guarantees unshakable certainty that one 
has to do with him and only with him. Wise people first demand guarantees whether they may also 
entrust themselves to the word of God; they first want to know and then believe. There God makes 
the wisdom of the people foolishness. 

All children of truth who have truly become obedient to the Word know which method deserves 
preference. Our faith is not based on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. We do not 
depend on the results of human science and wisdom for our confidence that we have not hoped in 
vain in the living God, but we know ourselves to be begotten by the word of truth and to be in 
possession of the Spirit who guides us into all truth. For we have not received the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit from God, that we might know the things which are given us of God 1 Cor. 2:5,12. 

Therefore, all the imaginable tricks that human arrogance may perform with the word of truth, in 
order to try it out and make a big splash, mean nothing to the one who has really received the word 
of God, to whom it has become spirit and life, and who has proven that spirit is truth. 

For the word works in us, the believers. Years ago, when wheat grains were found in ancient Egyp-
tian tombs that had been lying dormant for four thousand years, the word soon spread that tests 
had been carried out on those grains to determine their germination power, and that they had been 
successful. Later this was revoked. We do not know whether there are seeds which keep their ger-
mination power intact for thousands of years. But we do know that the seed of the divine word, the 
seed of rebirth, has a germinating and driving power that leaves everything contained in the first 
creation far behind.  

Oh that we had more faith in this invincible power of life and creation of the Word of God, which 
defies all death and mocks all obstacles! In it the Son believed, in it he rested, when he told the 
Father about his own, whom he had given him out of the world and to whom he was allowed to give 
the Word without seeing how the seed sprang up and brought forth glorious fruit. But in faith he 
took hold of them in advance, saying: the glory which you have given me, I have given it to them. 
This was no other glory than that of the firm prophetic word of his Father, in which he lived and in 
which he had taught his own to live. Peter could never have said otherwise: Lord, whither shall we 
go? You alone have words of eternal life.  

V. 14 And what is the effect of the received and assimilated word that Paul emphasizes? Are they 
blessed sensations, feelings, moods, exaltations, ecstasies? Are they high gifts and powers that he 
testifies to them? None of these things is mentioned here, even if some of them might have a good 
right. 

He only emphasizes the one thing, that these believers had fared quite similarly to those first saints 
in Israel, the churches of God in Judea in Christ Jesus. They had been hated, persecuted, harassed 
by their own people like those of the Jews. As Jesus also said before the Father: I have given them 
your word and the world hates them Joh. 17,14. And that was, as we know, mainly the pious world, 
the top of the clergy, the high priests, scribes and elders of Israel. 

This has remained to this day the best legitimation for the true gospel, that it is hated and rejected 
by the world. A gospel that appeals to the world, is recognized by it, is no longer one. It is a coun-
terfeit, a surrogate, a weakening. Just as the best legitimation for the Messiah of Israel was that his 
own people's leaders rejected him. Jerusalem never killed the false prophets, only the real ones. He 
who does not experience the hatred of the pious may doubt the authenticity of his gospel. 

Like Gal. 1,22, our apostle here also gives a clear testimony to the believers in Judea that they were 
in truth churches in Christ Jesus, whose recognition is not questionable to him for a moment. In view 
of such unsought and louder testimonies, all voices should fall silent that have ever tried to discover 
something like tension or even jealousy or envy of office between Paul and the twelve. 
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As different as was the administration of salvation entrusted to our apostle by our glorious Lord to 
the nations from that which the Twelve had already received from the Lord to His people in the days 
of His flesh, so intimate and true, so full and clear is the unity of the Spirit that animated and per-
meated both groups of apostles. They know themselves one in one Lord, in one Spirit, with different 
tasks. (The reader will find a more detailed treatment of this important subject in the interpretation 
of the letter to the Galatians under the title "Free from the Law"). 

V. 15 This verse contains a brief but comprehensive exposition of the grave national sin of Israel. 
That ours, the apostle to the nations, of all people, should give such is again evidence of the high 
impartiality of Scripture as well as of the scribe's sincerity and complete submission to recognized 
truth.   

A man like Paul, who embraced his people with fervent love even in their deep blindness (Rom. 9, 
1-5), was certainly not lacking in motives or excuses for trying to present the sin of his people and 
their leaders as mildly as possible, or at least to lovingly pass over with silence things that could not 
be changed.  

But the Holy Spirit, who drove him to write, did not allow him to do so. He could not conceal this, 
however painfully it might move his heart. If he had only written from his own mind, the words 
would certainly not be here. And we would understand and justify such a sparing of the feelings of 
his own heart and his people. But now, in the very fact that he must speak as he does, we are again 
given one of the many incidental proofs of the driving, divine power which proved itself in the holy 
men of God who were permitted to record these sacred writings for us. Truly, our faith does not 
rest on man's wisdom, but on God's power, if it is founded and lives in the Scriptures alone.  

At the same time, however, we must not miss what a tremendous significance the fact has for the 
understanding of God's wonderful thoughts with mankind that it was the chosen people of the holy 
and living God Himself who, in the wonderful wisdom of God, bear the responsibility for the murder 
of the Prince of Life and must atone for the same to this day, without their calling and election to 
the most wonderful kingdom purposes of God for all mankind being in any way called into question.  

We are standing before one of the deepest mysteries of divine activity. It is necessary to take off 
the shoes from our feet, because it is holy ground on which we stand. But the Lord was not angry 
with Moses when he came to see the great vision of the thorn bush burning with fire and yet not 
being consumed. We may do the same. Yes, it is essential that we do it, otherwise we will not hear 
the voice that wants to speak to us from the thorn bush. 

The people of choice, whom God has always loved and drawn to himself out of pure goodness, 
whom he created for himself to proclaim his glory - this people the murderer of all prophets and of 
the Lord himself, the most bitter enemy of God and of all people, the most compliant tool of Satan 
to thwart the divine intentions of love with the world as far as possible - and this people neverthel-
ess not cast out, not hopelessly abandoned, but loved continuously for the sake of the fathers, even 
in the deepest hardening, because God's gifts and calling cannot repent him. 

V. 16 With unsparing sharpness this people's guilt is exposed. Not the slightest attempt is made to 
excuse them or to gloss over their shameful reluctance. They have, so the Scriptures testify, still 
completely fulfilled the measure of their sins. Further they could go no further. They could not sink 
lower, could not harden themselves more terribly against God's thoughts of grace with them and 
the world. 

The Scriptures also testify with great clarity that the judgment of God's wrath has now quickly set a 
goal for them. Do we have any reason to believe that this judgment of wrath, which was executed 
on them in the destruction of the city and temple - in the scattering of the people among all the 
nations of the earth, in nameless sorrow and lamentation, shame, scorn and contempt, blood and 
tears until this day before the eyes of the whole world - was nevertheless not yet commensurate in 
severity and justice with the measure of the sin they had committed? Do these words of the apostle 
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contain any hint, a slight hint only of the fact that behind the judgment of wrath, which found its 
execution in the past history of this crucified and hated to death people, still a much more terrible, 
endless hell chastisement waits for them in all eternity? 

These are questions that certainly have their justification, in view of the great willingness of many 
teachers and preachers of the gospel to concede without hesitation an endless torment of hell to 
all people who have rejected or not recognized the Lord Jesus in this life, from which, according to 
the conventional presentation, there will never be a redemption, indeed, for which not even the 
slightest relief can be expected.  

All serious scholars of the Scriptures would like to seriously ask themselves, especially in the case of 
such an open and unreserved word of the Scriptures as the present one, where there is a hint, an 
allusion to such a sad fate of the very people whose sin, whose judgment of wrath forms the subject 
of detailed discussion. If somewhere the Holy Spirit had reason to clearly state beyond all doubt that 
the judgment of wrath on Israel had only been fulfilled for the time being, that all their sufferings 
during this age, since they do not see life, but since the wrath of God remains over them (John 3:36), 
were only a weak prelude to the endless torture in hell, into which they would only be cast without 
salvation after death, then this was the place. 

We do not take the liberty of giving an answer to this formidable question. We only ask you to 
consider whether it is credible that the Scriptures, on such an occasion as the present, could have 
concealed from us such depths of divine judgments as are taken for granted in the conventional 
view of divine judgment upon unbelievers. We freely confess that we can by no means consider this 
credible. 

Also, to cite only one word of God, we would not know what to do with a promise such as Rom. 
11:30-32: "For just as you once did not believe God, but now have been pardoned because of their 
unbelief, so now they also have not believed because of your pardon, so that they also might be 
pardoned. For God has shut up all together in unbelief, that he might have mercy on all. 

V.17-19 But we, brethren, having been deprived of you for a little while, according to our face, not 
according to our heart, have been all the more anxious with great desire to see your face. 018 
Wherefore we also would have come unto you, I Paul once, and the second time; but Satan pre-
vented us. 019 For who is our hope or joy or crown of glory? Are ye not also before our Lord Jesus 
Christ at his coming? Yes, you are our glory and joy. 

This is again a delicious testimony of the sanctified naturalness of this high apostle of Christ, who is 
not at all ashamed to speak openly and freely of genuinely human emotions, of longing and desire 
for personal intercourse and exchange with his spiritual children. There is no trace of a super-spiri-
tual, morbid renunciation of such natural pleasures and privileges, as if it were a higher degree of 
holiness to have no such desires at all. We still have much to learn from this man of God before we 
can get out of all the unhealthy and paralyzing effects of a screwed holiness, which almost want to 
prevent us from enjoying the most harmless goods and gifts of this life. 

An example: There was talk about the beauty of the Rhine Falls near Schaffhausen. An experienced 
Christian was asked if he had already seen it. He answered with a very serious and solemn face: he 
thanked God that he would not take two steps to see it. If this brother were a competent cabinet-
maker, what he would think of his children, who would thank God that they did not take two steps 
to look at their father's excellent work. 

V. 18 contains again one of the many mysteries of the divine activity also with his dear children and 
faithful servants. We do not understand why Satan has such permission to hinder the children of 
God, when it was about quite harmless things, things that could only be of advantage for both parts, 
Paul and the believers in Thessalonica, as far as we can judge. 

But one thing we may well recognize, namely Satan's shortsightedness. For if he had not prevented 
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the apostle from making the visit to Thessalonica, then in all probability this precious letter would 
never have been written. What was certainly a painful loss for the church there and for its spiritual 
father and founder, means in the wonderful wisdom of God a rich gain for the believing church of 
all times.  

Perhaps this example of Satan's short-sightedness is also given to us for this purpose, so that we 
want to be protected from exaggerated ideas about his power, insight and importance. It is to be 
feared that in Christianity, on the one hand, people think too little of Satan's cunning and craftiness, 
of his seductive powers and his skill in counterfeiting divine thoughts and works. On the other hand, 
one is inclined to believe that Satan has much more power and ability than he actually possesses. 
He is almost feared as if he were omniscient and semi-omnipotent. In any case, it is taught (whether 
one really believes it from the heart, we would like to doubt) that he will have a significant advan-
tage over the Son of God in the last reckoning with mankind in the final judgment. The Son of God 
will have brought only a very small percentage of the whole mankind into his kingdom and on his 
side, while by far the largest part will fall to Satan! 

The language of the apostle in v. 19 has something very surprising, almost alienating. One might be 
tempted to think that the apostle has gone a bit too far. To speak in such a way of poor, mortal, 
sinful people in the flesh, one would have reservations.  

How does he come to call his spiritual children just "our hope or joy or crown of glory"? Doesn't that 
mean robbing the Lord of some of his exclusive glory and giving it to people? How can they be what 
actually only the glorious Lord Himself can and wants to be? 

If one does not want to declare the apostle guilty of exaggeration without further ado, a very dan-
gerous exaggeration, which could put bad things into the heads of his spiritual children, then we are 
left with only one interpretation of these powerful words, that Paul, through the Holy Spirit, actually 
saw organic unity with him, the transfigured head, in the members of the body of Christ, his own 
fullness, as it says in Eph. 1.  

If such a conception of the true nature and of the God-ordained meaning of the community in Christ 
has determined and dominated him, then that grandiose language loses any unpleasant, embarras-
sing aftertaste. It appears as quite natural and appropriate. Then the believers to whom he writes, 
and all believers with them who are in Christ, are in reality what he says they are, because they are 
one spirit and one body with the Christ of God Himself, equal, full-fledged, equal sons of God, ordai-
ned and called to likeness with Him by the glory of the Father. 

They are so before our Lord Jesus Christ, i.e. in view of His soon revelation and appearance in glory 
at His coming for His own. In themselves they are and remain poor, unfit, unworthy, sinful creatures. 
But faith, i.e. the unlimited trust in the certain promises of God in Christ, sees in them vessels of 
glory and kingship, to which they were called according to v. 12 of this chapter.  

This is the wonderful way of faith, that it sees things of God that no mortal eye can perceive. Thus 
the Son of God beheld in the cowardly, foolish, and indolent disciples of those days the glory that 
He had given them from His Father. "I am glorified in them"! There, with the best will in the world, 
we would have perceived nothing but wretchedness and miserableness.  

But Paul is certain of his cause. You are our honor and joy. There can and will never be a higher 
honor and distinction than that of being used by God to add living members to the body of His 
glorious Son and to serve them to perfection in Him. Such service will not lack its delicious reward 
in that day. May God help us, as his servants and co-workers, to recognize and buy this out as long 
as it is day. The night is coming when no one can work. 
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Chapter 3  

1 Therefore, since we could not stand it any longer, we decided to stay behind in Athens by ours-
elves[a], a) Acts 17:14 

2 And we sent Timothy[a], our brother and fellow worker with God in the gospel of Christ[b], to 
strengthen and comfort[A] you because of your faith[c], A) o. to encourage a) ch 1:1; Phil 2:19 b) 
Rom 16:21 c) Acts 16:5 

3 That no one waver in these afflictions[a]. - For you yourselves know that we are appointed for 
this purpose[b]; a) Eph 3:13 b) Ch 1:6; Jn 16:33; Acts 14:22 

4 For even when we were with you, we told you beforehand that we would be afflicted, as has 
happened and you know[a]. - a) Acts 17:6; 1 Peter 4:12 

5 Therefore, since I also could endure it no longer, I sent <him> to know your faith, whether the 
tempter had not tempted you, and our labor[A] had been in vain[a].   A) o. trouble a) Gal 4:11 

6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you[a] and brought us the good news[A][b] of your 
faith and love, and that you always have us in good remembrance[c] and greatly desire to see us, 
as we also preached to you[d]: A) o. preached a) Acts 18:5 b) 2Thes 1:3 c) Heb 13:7 d) ch 2:17 

7 For this reason, brethren, we have been comforted[a] over you in all our distress and affliction 
through your faith[b]; a) Phim 7 b) 2Cor 7:4 

8 For now we live <again> when you stand firm in the Lord[a]. a) Phil 4:1; Col 2:5 

9 For what thanks can we give to God on your behalf for all the joy with which we rejoice before 
our God because of you[a], a) ch. 2:20 

10 Whereby we beseech[a] night and day most earnestly to see your face[b] and to finish[A] that 
which is lacking in your faith?   A) o. set right a) 2Tim 1,3 b) Ch. 2,17 

11 But our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

12 But let the Lord make you increase and abound in love toward one another and toward all[a] 
- just as we are toward you - a) ch 1:3; Phil 1:9; 1Pet 4:8; 1Jo 4:7 

13 To strengthen your hearts[a] to be blameless in holiness <be> before our God and Father at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus[b] with all his saints[c].[A] A) Several manuscripts add: amen.  a) 
1Cor 1:8 b) ch 5:23 c) Mt 25:31. 

 

V. 1 The apostle is not ashamed to give his spiritual children an insight into the things that had 
moved his heart so much for their sake, his care, his love, his attachment, his warm, intimate interest 
in their welfare and woe, especially in their inner condition. There is nothing super-spiritual about 
his speech, but it is entirely in the lines of a healthy, God-sanctified naturalness. He presents himself 
as he is, thinks and feels. 

At the same time we get information from his own mouth about the circumstances that gave rise 
to the writing of this letter. Paul preferred to separate in Athens from his companion and assistant 
Timothy, his spiritual son, who was certainly very valuable to him, just to get certainty about the 
situation in Thessalonica. He gladly made the sacrifice. Today we still thank the Lord, who ordered 
and directed all this. 

V. 2 He calls the youthful Timothy his brother, God's servant and his co-worker. What a high and 
delicious meaning is inherent in the word brother in his eyes, that he presupposes this. What humi-
lity also in him, that he publicly introduces the helper not as a subordinate, but first of all as a 
brother. We do not consider that he thereby forgives anything to his own reputation as a high 
apostle.  

Servant of God and our co-worker. These are again two terms that have a lot to say to us. As certain 
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as Paul knows himself to be a slave of Jesus Christ, as clear is he about the calling of this young man 
to be a servant of God. That he would never have called him that if he had not believed in his calling 
from God himself is beyond all doubt. How uncannily, how frighteningly large has grown in our days 
the number of those who, without any conscious or even only by enlightened children and servants 
of God as an undoubtedly recognized divine calling, use the name "servant of God", "servant of the 
word" and the like. They are officially patented, privileged, and ordained, and they are extremely 
careful not to tamper with their office, not to allow themselves the slightest encroachment on the 
powers they think they have, not by divine but merely by human appointment. One only needs to 
let such a simple word as the present one shine into it, and one is frightened by the machinations 
into which we have fallen, by the tyranny with which the congregation is maltreated. This is also a 
kind of Babylonian captivity into which the people of God have fallen, not through no fault of their 
own. 

Our co-worker in the gospel. Can there be anything more precious, more sublime, more glorious in 
the whole of heaven, in the whole of space, than to be a co-worker in the gospel of God?  In the 
Gospel that has been hidden in God from eternity, that has formed the content of His deepest and 
most wonderful thoughts in the Son before the foundation of the world. The gospel, against which 
the whole power of darkness, which was allowed to arm itself for uncounted eons with attacks wit-
hout number and measure, proved powerless, how terribly it raged and raged to destroy it. In the 
gospel, the core and star of which is the only begotten of the Father, the one in whom all the trea-
sures of the wisdom and knowledge of God are concealed and decided. To the gospel of one body, 
one fullness of the Christ of God Himself, through whom the great Head over all will first make 
known in the eons to come the abundant riches of His grace, vessels of His own glory, joint heirs of 
all that the Father has given Him. 

But how the gospel has been watered down and flattened. How few still recognize it today in all its 
original power, glory and fullness! And how few are in truth called co-workers of it. How can one 
cooperate in what one does not recognize and believe oneself.  

The commission that the apostle gave to his son Timothy to the church in Thessalonica was to 
strengthen and exhort them in their faith. This is a task that, unfortunately, is less and less under-
stood and practiced in our days in leading circles. The mean of the believers pine and groan for 
strengthening with invigorating food, for exhortation in expanding knowledge. Instead, they are of-
ten fobbed off with milk and the lightest food. Thousands of God's children listen year in and year 
out almost exclusively to revival and conversion sermons. And conferences, which were called and 
commissioned to lead children of God further from knowledge to knowledge, prefer to simply 
neglect this calling and give elementary lessons in the basic lines of truth. This should be done, but 
that should not be omitted. How shall the church of God meet the attempts of the enemy, if it is not 
armed with insight into the whole, full counsel of God, into the riches of his delicious thoughts? It is 
to be feared that one prepares the ground for an even more alarming defeat than the one we have 
suffered in the Pentecostal movement, if one does not take other paths.  

Would all the truly called co-workers, legitimized by the Lord, each one in his own circle, let the 
word be said to them that we have to strengthen and admonish the believers and make up for their 
shortcomings, if otherwise the body of Christ is to be truly made and prepared for the day of its 
future. 

V. 3 Here Paul speaks of tribulations to which we are destined, so also in the following 4th verse 
with reference to the oral instruction he had given them about it when he was with them. It is the 
same tone he had already struck in ch. 1.6 and 2:14-16. We do not get the impression that Paul had 
in mind among these tribulations what is usually understood by the great, anti-Christian tribulation 
and persecution.  Much in this and his second letter argues decidedly against such a view. Appa-
rently Paul did not believe that the Antichrist was already on the scene, that he was already at work 
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to destroy and kill the saints. He expects its revelation only for the future.  

Thus we may certainly understand the tribulations of which he speaks as inevitable in a different 
sense than in that very special one. Thus it seems clear to us from his words that he did not expect 
any healthy, normal development of the church in Christ in this course of the world but such a de-
velopment that would always bring suffering and persecution for those who believe his gospel, i.e. 
obey it and respond to it. 

But if in the course of the centuries this suffering and persecution seem to have become less, we 
must be careful not to assume that this is precisely one of the beneficial effects of the gospel in its 
victorious course through the world, that it has taken away the ground of religious intolerance and 
made mankind as a whole more tolerant. This would be a very dangerous deception and not justified 
by anything in Scripture. As long as the prince and god of this world is allowed to have his being in 
the children of disobedience, it is not to be thought that the nature of this world, which is enmity 
against God, will fundamentally change. The word of the Master: I have given them your word, and 
the world hates them - will keep its correctness until the nature of this world has indeed passed 
away.  

No, the true, deepest reason for the conspicuous lack of persecution and tribulation for the sake of 
the gospel is probably that the true, old original gospel is no longer preached, but popular adapta-
tions of it, weakened versions and excerpts. It is found more practical not to preach the whole coun-
sel and will of God to the believing circles and congregations, but only just enough for the attain-
ment of salvation. What goes beyond this is considered optional, i.e. it is at the discretion of the 
individual how much or how little he may appropriate. Thereby the predominant influence is on the 
side of the "little".  

Thus it is considered a sufficient qualification for any service at home or outside in the world of 
nations, if the person concerned is only "founded in the truths of salvation of the Scriptures". Dee-
per, further insights into the divine thoughts and ways with mankind, with Israel and the rest of the 
world of nations in the future ages are not even appreciated, let alone desired. It has just been 
decided that the Gospel today has no other purpose than to bring to mankind in general the salva-
tion that appeared in Christ. If people would only be saved, then everything had happened that had 
to happen. The whole task of a preacher and pastor is to nurture and preserve this new life until the 
blessed end of life.  Thus, the conception of the gospel is almost entirely tailored to the creation of 
one's own salvation. 

However, the world is quite tolerant of such a gospel. It does not object much if a person believes 
that he needs his soul to be saved. Well then, let him save it. But that leaves them quite alone. 
Because such a gospel is just "private matter". 

But a gospel that pronounces the verdict of condemnation on the whole present course of the 
world, that declares that the whole world is in trouble and that the spirit of the age is Satan, the god 
of this world, a gospel that does not allow itself to be fobbed off with the hope of finally going to 
heaven one day, but that awaits the Son of God from heaven as the only rightful heir over all, as the 
future judge, savior and king of all kings, which proclaims the coming wrath on all who hold up the 
truth in unrighteousness - such a gospel still challenges the scorn, contempt and enmity of the world 
today, especially of the pious, Christianized world and its scribes. Everyone is free to put it to the 
test. 

Whoever, therefore, has not yet been brought such tribulation, contempt and persecution by his 
gospel, has every reason to suspect that his gospel is not the right one after all, that he lacks some-
thing, perhaps even a great deal, even though it has already brought him many spiritual pleasures 
and joys. All too many Christians want to know no better touchstone than that their faith has made 
them "blessed." But it is also written: Our faith is the victory that has overcome the world. And: The 
kingdom of God is not in words, but in power. Where is the victory? Where is the power? 
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But if we are prepared in advance, i.e. if we know, like the Thessalonians, that we are set to suffer 
such hostility and tribulation, then it has already lost its sharpest sting for us. We know how to resist 
it by looking to the one with whom we are called to suffer.  

V. 5 clearly shows the fatherly concern with which Paul inquired about the faith of his spiritual child-
ren, whether the tempter had not tempted them, i.e. caused them to waver. For otherwise his lan-
guage: "and our work had been in vain" would have had no justification. How much the arch-enemy 
must be interested in destroying or even paralyzing the work of faith in people is obvious if what we 
have said above about the character of the true gospel is correct. 

It is one of the deep mysteries of divine activity that this enemy, who was put out of action by 
Christ's death and resurrection, is given so much leeway to tempt the saints of God, his beloved and 
redeemed children, i.e. to attack them very hard. But the scripture says that temptation teaches to 
pay attention to the word. Whoever lets this be said to him is not surprised that the enemy attacks 
him. For the word is the only weapon against which Satan is powerless. 

His greatest triumphs in Christendom have always been due to deviation, infidelity, abandonment 
of Scripture, of the whole unbroken word of divine revelation. Wherever human opinions and sta-
tutes have been placed above or even beside the Scriptures, wherever human wisdom and learning 
have been allowed to set the tone in the house of God, Satan has triumphed. For he can be beaten 
with nothing but the simple: "It is written".  

V. 6 How joyful and grateful it sounds to us from this verse, what the good news must have meant 
to Paul, which Timothy brought him about the faith and love of his children in the gospel of God. 
Indescribable grace, when people learn to believe God again, and indeed all that he has to say to 
them, not only selected passages of particularly edifying content. How few believers there are today 
who take everything from their God that has come through his mouth. And this is what the man of 
God lives on. 

And what a triumph of divine love when selfish, cold, love-less people learn to love again the one 
who first loved us, and then also those who have become prey to that same love. 

In this case, this love of the believers in Thessalonica took the special form of being warmly mindful 
of their spiritual father and teacher and longing to see him again, as he also bore the same desire. 
This is healthy and normal. It is as far from unseemly idolatry of man as it is from full self-sufficiency, 
which thinks itself wise enough to be able to dispense with a faithful teacher altogether. 

V. 7 In the apostle's distressed situation, these messages were of special value to him. He did not 
feel at all exalted by such consolations, which his kind Lord sent him at the right time by telling him 
that his work in Thessalonica had not been in vain, but how God had legitimized him there in truth 
as a true servant of Jesus Christ.  

It can and must not be indifferent to a faithful servant of God whether and how God acknowledges 
his work, even if only the future day of revelation will bring the full recognition or the whole or 
partial rejection of what he has worked for according to the scripture 1 Cor. 3:13: the day will make 
it clear, for by fire it will be revealed, and what kind of work each one does, the fire will prove. 
Therefore, it is of high importance that our work here already enters the fire of tribulation. And if 
what we have worked out already proves itself here, then we must not be afraid of the fire of that 
day. 

Only one must very carefully distinguish between outer success, following, allegiance, which can be 
very deceptive - and really proven and tested spiritual effect and fruit, which can be begotten from 
the word alone. Purely human things do not pass the test, not even here, much less on that day. It 
is wood, hay and stubble. The fire will consume it.  

V. 8 The language of this verse coincides and manifests the same spirit with what Paul had said in 
ch. 2:19. Only such a high view of the importance of believers as members of the body of Christ as 
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he had can justify such language. If the Pauline gospel had been about nothing higher than the ea-
siest and surest way to get to heaven, then these are exaggerations in Paul's mouth. But if the 
church, which is his body, is of high significance, if it takes the place in the counsel and plan of God 
that Paul assigns to it, if it is the most wonderful unity, both in and with Christ Himself, if it is the 
appointed organ of the Holy Spirit for the glorification of the Christ of God in the future ages, if the 
whole angelic world is to learn the manifold wisdom of God from it (Eph. 3,10), then the apostle's 
way of speaking takes on a completely natural and self-evident meaning. 

V. 9 These are the deepest and purest joys to be enjoyed, not those that consist in our own blissful 
sensations and feelings, but those that come from the delicious knowledge and insight into the re-
alization of the great and glorious thoughts of God in the church of His dear Son for a world that has 
fallen into death. It is joy to see how the thoughts of God are received and obediently grasped by 
those who, through our ministry, are truly brought to the Lord of glory to be His own for the praise 
of His glorious grace.  

V. 10 And this is the natural desire and endeavor of a faithful servant of Jesus Christ to open up ever 
wider areas of living knowledge and grace in Christ to such receptive and open hearts, and thus to 
make up for the deficiencies, i.e. to supply the faith with what it still lacks in knowledge. For living 
faith is nourished and strengthened only by the ever-deepening word of truth. God's people in our 
days are pining away for lack of comprehensive, deep, in-depth knowledge. They have been taught 
to move in their experiences, to delight in them, to reflect themselves in them. Thus one has paved 
the way for inner atrophy. This did not fail to happen. Lack of strength, lack of clarity, insecurity in 
the face of serious spiritual problems, these are the painful but unmistakable symptoms that show 
themselves everywhere. 

There is only one remedy for this. The community must be given every opportunity to become rich 
in all things through a living knowledge of the divine thoughts and goals. Those have a great respon-
sibility who stand in the way of the community and keep it in immaturity by constantly repeating 
the elements of divine life. The milk diet must give way to solid food if change is to come. 

V. 11 If you pursue such goals, then you can also calmly place your path in the hand of the faithful 
God and Father. He opens the paths, he unlocks, and no one closes. He who knows himself to be in 
harmony with the divine purposes and aims in all his striving for the church of God, ceases to worry 
and worry about his audience, how he is only to draw people in and captivate them afterwards. He 
knows, as the Son of God knew, everything that the Father gives me, that comes to me. One then 
takes all his circles, be they large, be they small, from the Father and leaves to him the worrying also 
for the results and the consequences.  

V. 12 Love, the bond of perfection, attracts above all. Love, the bearing, suffering, priestly love, 
which believes everything, hopes everything, tolerates everything, even where it is shown the door, 
spurns it and fails to recognize it - it is the greatest among its sisters. It will also win the final victory 
over all hostility and resistance. She overcomes everything.  

V. 13 And this is the proper strengthening and fortification of the heart, which is by grace, not by 
statutes and observances of pious rules and ordinances to a holy life. What sad surrogates all these 
are. How souls have been martyred with them! And the divine way to perfection is so divinely 
simple. 

In this chapter we again encounter a serious reference to the future of our Lord Jesus Christ. This 
hope is in the eyes of the apostles of the highest practical importance for a healthy development 
and maturity of the spiritual life. True Christians are in a very special way hopeful people, who do 
not look at the visible, but at the invisible, which however shall be revealed when Christ will reveal 
himself. 

Since the apostle has to instruct us in detail about the future of the Lord Jesus in the following 
chapter, we will not go into this subject here. 
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Chapter 4  

1 By the way, brethren, we beseech and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, since you have received 
<instruction> from us[a] how you should walk and please God[b] - even as you walk - that you <in 
this> increase more abundantly. a) 2 Peter 3:2 b) Col 1:10 

2 For you know what instructions[A] we have given you through the Lord Jesus[a].   A) o. Com-
mandments a) Mt 28:20; 1Cor 11:2; Col 2:7 

3 For this is God's will[a]: your sanctification[b], that you abstain from fornication[A],[c] A) o. for-
nication a) Col 1:9 b) 1Peter 1:15 c) Acts 15:20; 1Cor 6:13; Col 3:5 

4 That each of you may know how to gain his own vessel[A] in holiness and honorableness, A) o. 
device; the Greek. The Greek word was used in a figurative sense for the human body or also for 
the woman. 

5 not in passion of desire like the nations[a] who do not know God[b]; a) 1Peter 4:3 b) Ps 79:6; Jer 
10:25; Rom 1:28; Gal 4:8; Eph 4:17, 18; 2Thes 1:8. 

6 That he permit himself no encroachment, nor take advantage of his brother in the matter[a], 
because the Lord is avenger of all this, as we also told you before <but> and testified strongly. a) 
Deut. 19:11 

7 For God has not called us to uncleanness, but in sanctification[a]. a) Deut. 11:44; Eph. 1:4 

8 Therefore whoever rejects <this> does not reject[A] a man, but God[a] who also gives his Holy 
Spirit in you[b].   A) o. whoever despises <this> despises a) Lk 10:16 b) 2Cor 1:22 

9 But as for brotherly love, you have no need to be written to, for you yourselves have been 
taught[a] by God to love one another[b]; a) John 6:45 b) John 13:34 

10 Indeed, you do this against all the brethren in all Macedonia[a]. But we exhort you, brethren, 
to increase more abundantly a) Heb 13:1 

11 and to put your honor in it, to be quiet and to do your own business and to work with your 
hands[a], just as we commanded you, a) Acts 20:35; Ephesians 4:28; 2 Thesians 3:12 

12 So that you may walk decently[a] toward those outside[b] and have need of no one. a) 2Cor 
8:21; 1Pet 2:12 b) Mk 4:11 

13 But we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,[a] about those who have fallen asleep, so 
that you will not be grieved like the rest who have no hope[b]. a) 1Cor 10:1 b) Eph 2:12 

14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again[a], God will likewise bring those who have 
fallen asleep with Him through Jesus[b]. a) Rom 4:25; 1Cor 15:3, 4 b) Rom 8:11; Col 3:4; Rev 17:14 

15 For this we say to you in a word from the Lord[a], that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord will in no way precede those who have fallen asleep[b]. a) 1Cor 7:10 b) 1Cor 
15:51 

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven[A] at the[A] shout of command, at[B] the voice 
of an archangel[C] and at[B] <the sound> of the trumpet[a] of God[b], and the dead in Christ will 
rise first[c]; A) o. with a B) o. with C) The syllable "ore" (Greek arch-) denotes the most senior or 
first. a) 1Cor 15:52 b) ch 1:10; 1Cor 11:26; Heb 10:37 c) Jn 5:29; 1Cor 15:23, 52. 

17 After this we, the living who are left, will be caught up together with them in clouds to meet 
the Lord[A] in the air; and so we will always be with the Lord[a].   A) w. to meet the Lord a) Jn 
14:3; 2Thes 2:1 

18 Therefore encourage[A] one another with these words[a].   A) o. comforts, o. exhorts a) Ch. 
5:11 
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These are very practical teachings and exhortations that intervene in everyday life. The way they 
are introduced by Paul is indicative of the difference and distance between law and gospel.  

V.1Paul  asks and exhorts, and that in the Lord Jesus. So the basic condition is already that his 
readers not only know the relation to the Lord, but stand in the same. There one has made the great 
mistake of treating the moral teaching of the gospel like a new edition of the law, which stands 
above the man to whom it is given. Whereas here the prerequisite is that of spiritually directed 
people who stand in the truth of the gospel in terms of knowledge and experience, who can also 
judge and distinguish spiritual things spiritually. Thus it was thought that Christians could be made 
by teaching the moral precepts of the gospel to the broad masses of the people and by bringing 
them among them, binding their consciences with them, without asking whether the inner man had 
also learned to say yes to them. This inner untruthfulness is the reason why our whole, learned 
Christianity is perishing miserably. Its bankruptcy is becoming more and more obvious. The consci-
ous opinion of the broad masses against the Gospel is advancing inexorably. This is not in the least 
a hopeful rebellion against the pious lie into which one has been brought up, by being committed 
herd by herd at the altar to confessions which one had not at all recognized and grasped inwardly 
as divine. This takes bitter revenge.  

To these believers it is testified that they had learned how to walk and please God. This was not an 
outward, literal learning of certain statutes, regulations and ordinances, but an inward submission 
to the recognized truth of life in Christ, worked by the Holy Spirit Himself. They had become obe-
dient from the heart to him who had now become way, truth and life for them. In him they knew 
themselves to be reconciled with God, made pleasant to him, pleasing to him, not for the sake of 
the pious works they performed, but for the sake of the fact that they had given justice to God's 
judgment in Christ, had recognized in him the one who had been made sin for them, so that they 
might become the righteousness of God. 

In this they should increase even more. The more we open ourselves to the God-given knowledge, 
the more deeply we become painfully aware of our own inability to do anything good, the higher 
rises the feeling of our constant, complete dependence on Him who has become our life. Compare 
with this again our disastrous practice of "confirming" our church youth at the conclusion of a course 
of instruction in the Christian truths of salvation. In spite of all internal and external protests, the 
effect of this procedure is obviously that this same youth is from that moment on for the most part 
"finished" with Christianity in more than one sense.  

V. 2 Commandments in the sense of Rom. 3,31: Do we then abolish the law by faith? Far be it from 
us! But we establish the law. Likewise Rom. 8,4: That the righteousness required by the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. So real, genuine 
gospel in the sense of true obedience of faith, which means a fundamental transformation of the 
whole life, the basic moral direction in man. 

In verse 3-8 this is made clear at a point where the believers from the nations were in particular 
need of enlightenment and correction of the conscience, namely in matters of the satisfaction of 
the sexual natural instinct. While the nations also have a law in their conscience, as Paul testifies 
Rom. 2,15, it would be very wrong to conclude from this that the natural conscience is completely 
sufficient for the determination of life. For it is precisely paganism that proves that the inner voice 
of God in man, the conscience, can be very misguided, even completely corrupted and prostituted. 

Thus, paganism also knew and taught that theft, fraud, murder and other bad actions were morally 
reprehensible, i.e. sin. A consciousness of sin cannot be denied to all paganism. Where else could it 
have gotten the need for atonement?  But here the apostle touches a point where pagan morality 
not only did not suffice, but failed completely. For in many atrocious pagan religions, what we call 
fornication was not only not considered a sin, but was a religious act, it was part of the worship of 
certain deities. The priestesses of certain deities were simply prostitutes, filthy harlots. 
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This circumstance also explains the special mention that fornication is found among the four pieces 
that were especially recommended to the Christians from the nations, namely abstinence from for-
nication. For the point of view dominating those recommendations is that of consideration for the 
weak or wrongly educated consciences of others. The Jewish conscience took offense at the eating 
of meat sacrificed to idols, of blood, of strangled things. The Gentile conscience needed special shar-
pening in regard to what they considered a cult act in paganism Acts 15:28,29. 

Hence also here, with these very young believers from the nations, the very detailed treatment of 
this very question, a treatment that could almost be considered superfluous or too prolix for our 
sensibilities. 

Nevertheless, the way Paul speaks of sanctification is also important for us. It is unmistakably a 
sanctification of the body as a vessel of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us that he emphasizes. That is, a 
sanctification that has a very practical character, that has something very commonplace about it. 
Just like his other word: You eat now or drink or whatever you do, do it all for God's glory 1 Cor. 
10,31; 6, 20. For you were bought dearly; now praise God in your body. And Rom. 12:1: I exhort you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies unto God a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable, which is your reasonable worship. 

There is no talk of special pious exercises that one has to do with one's body, tongue, lips or hands, 
but only of a godly, normal, healthy and beneficial use of the members of the body, as members of 
Christ, as temples of the Holy Spirit. The whole life of the body takes on a new consecration, a new 
meaning. The artificial distinction between profane and sacred acts falls away as completely as the 
distinction between sacred and other days. Every day of my life becomes sacred to me because 
given by God and there for Him alone. 

Thus, every activity of my bodily life, every God-ordained use of the powers and urges placed in my 
body becomes a reasonable service of God. Eating and drinking, sleeping and waking, living conju-
gally or staying alone - everything becomes holy, is holy, because everything happens to him. The 
all-dominating point of view is love, which never harms the neighbor, never overreaches.  

V. 9-12 About brotherly love you have no need for me to write to you, for you have been taught by 
God to love one another. 10 And ye also do this unto all the brethren which are in all Macedonia. 
11 But we exhort you, brethren, to increase more abundantly, and to be diligent, and to be quiet, 
and to do your business, and with your own hands, according to all that we have commanded you; 
12 That ye may walk honorably before them that are without, and have need of none.  

This is probably the highest testimony that can be given to a believing congregation, namely, that it 
does not need to be written about brotherly love. For love is the greatest of the glorious triumvirate: 
faith, hope, love. It is the fulfillment of the whole law. For all the commandments are fulfilled in one, 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 

What an indescribable miracle of divine grace and power that it is able to make beings who love one 
another out of such selfish, self-seeking creatures as we are by nature. That is the secret, that this 
love of God Himself, which seeks and saves us, is poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
given to us. The depths and heights of divine thoughts of salvation open up to our adoring gaze, in 
view of which there can be no insurmountable obstacles to the effectiveness of divine intentions 
and counsels of love. This love will overcome everything, even the deepest-rooted enmity, the most 
ardent, bitter hatred, the most horrible death, the prey of which can become a creature of God.  

Therefore, this love does not become unholy, unworthy weakness, not an approval of evil; no, be-
cause God is love, he will hate evil and relentlessly judge and afflict it to the lowest bottom of hell. 
His love cannot rest until all own, ungodly, selfish being in his creatures is thoroughly burned out 
and eradicated. the hell of fire is only the reverse side of the divine, holy love. Therefore it is written, 
our God is a consuming fire. 



35 

Also in this area, where the Thessalonians have all the recognition of the apostle because of their 
brotherly love towards all the saints, there is again no finishing, but only becoming more complete. 
The view, the heart, the ability to love becomes greater and greater, more God-like - this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for us. 

And so that no one would think that this brotherly love is only a kind of exuberant sentiment, ami-
able, emotional feelings, there are again a few very sober admonitions, which intervene deeply in 
practical life. Paul warns his spiritual children against indolence and laxity in their earthly occupa-
tion, which would result in an unworthy dependence on others, even on those outside, that is, on 
unbelievers. This does not befit the saints. 

He appeals again to the healthy, quite justified high status consciousness of the children of God, 
which is heavenly different from human carnal conceit or arrogance, because it owes its origin not 
in the least to the flesh, but to the testimony of the Holy Spirit with our spirit that we are God's 
children. The flesh never gets its money's worth. But let him who boasts boast in the Lord, who 
bought him, redeemed him, and brought him to Himself through His glory and grace. 

However, many of God's children lack such a sense of status, because they have not properly recog-
nized and understood the actual goal of our heavenly calling in Christ Jesus. They have far too little 
idea of the whole work of God that He has begun in them. They think no higher than that they will 
no longer go to hell and damnation, but that they will have a very nice and good life in heaven for 
all eternity. What it is really about sonship, the fellowship of His sufferings, the saints' share in the 
inheritance in the light, they have hardly a pale idea, but no clear, firm conception.  

The deep deficiency here is again that of knowledge. One has systematically limited oneself to the 
proclamation of the simple doctrines of salvation and has believed to satisfy all requirements with 
it. One wanted to save only souls. And the saved have let themselves be presented in this way and 
are only too easily satisfied. They just do as they are taught. Even in decidedly religious circles there 
is little understanding for the fact that it is necessary to present every man of God perfectly in Christ. 

That is why there is so little strength, so little victory, so little fruitfulness for God in our converts. 
They remain attached to their own experiential life and do not go further into the riches of the living 
knowledge of Christ. The restriction to what is necessary for the realization of one's own salvation, 
which was praised as so practical, has proven to be one of the greatest obstacles to the realization 
of the divine purposes. 

 

The Mystery of the Rapture of the Believing Church at the Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ from 
Heaven (chap. 4:13-5:11)  

Verse 13 - 18: But we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, so that you will not be sad like the others who have no hope. 014 For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, God also will bring those who have fallen asleep with him through Jesus. 015 
For this we say unto you in one word of the Lord, that we which are alive shall not precede them 
which are asleep. 016 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, at the sound of 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first. (17) 
After this, we who are left alive will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. (18) Comfort yourselves therefore with these 
words one to another. 

First of all, it is striking that such a detailed instruction about one of the most wonderful mysteries 
of divine activity appears in a letter addressed to a still very young congregation. According to our 
understanding, these are things that are at most suitable for very mature Christians. And the apostle 
writes them to believers who had not yet been converted for half a year.  

But let us not forget that it was a church to which Paul did not find it necessary to write about 
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brotherly love. This tells us a lot. At least that the appropriate organ for the effective reception of 
these precious truths of revelation is not the head, but the heart. And in the heart, it is not the years 
that do it, but the love of God that is poured into it. Hence it comes that the same apostle may write 
to his son Timothy from prison in Rome in his last epistle that there is crown assurance not for him 
alone, but also for all who have loved the appearing of the Lord. We would probably be further 
along in the living and fruitful knowledge of this truth, too, if we wanted to grasp it more with the 
heart and less with the mind. 

Those who had fallen asleep in that congregation gave rise to this teaching. At that time, people 
were in such immediate expectation of the Lord's near future that they had not yet prepared them-
selves for the blessed death that later so completely took the place of biblical hope. 

The survivors of those who died certainly did not doubt the salvation and blessedness of their 
brothers in the Lord. But they were sad, because they thought that those would come too short, if 
now the Lord would come, and they would then no longer be here. Obviously, at that time they had 
not yet dreamed of a complete bliss of the departed in a Platonic hereafter. That was reserved for 
a later time.  

Now they are first corrected by Paul and thus comforted. As if true comfort can always be born only 
from right knowledge of the truth. Comfort is not a matter of sensation and feeling, but a matter of 
divinely begotten insight into the thoughts of his love.  

It is therefore of great importance for us to note what the instruction and rebuke given to them 
consisted of. We must pay attention not only to what is said, but also to what is not said. 

Thus, right at the beginning of the apostolic discussion, we are faced with the fact that it opens the 
subject of the departed, but without in the least satisfying our pious curiosity about their condition, 
whereabouts, and the like. If ever there was a favorable opportunity to enlighten us in a definitive 
way about the condition of the departed and until the future of the Lord, this was such. Can we 
think it a coincidence, or even an omission on the part of the apostle, that he is entirely silent about 
this? We can't. We respect that this silence of Scripture is intentional and of high educational signi-
ficance. Especially since it is not the only place where we encounter it. Joh. 11, with the with great 
circumstantiality narrated raising of Lazarus, was already once such opportunity to let some words 
flow in from what the "deceased" had experienced in the hereafter. Not a sound is given of it. One 
would like to bow chastely under this so eloquent silence of the scripture and also make no more 
attempts to interpret other scripture words, as for example the parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
in such a way, as if in the same the conditions in the "life" beyond were described. Scripture cannot 
contradict itself. But it would be a screaming contradiction if it repeatedly observed strict silence 
about this matter and then lifted the veil at another place without further ado, as it has been er-
roneously interpreted. 

God wants us to walk in faith in this matter as well, to have unconditional trust in Him as far as our 
dead are concerned, to be satisfied that they are with the Lord, they are at home, dying is their gain, 
and so on. We must not worry about how and where and what. It is important for us not to let our 
chaste gaze penetrate into an afterlife that is veiled to us, but to let it be directed towards the only 
goal that Scripture everywhere lets shine towards us with wonderful splendor, the future and re-
velation of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven. 

It should also give us a lot to think about that Paul does not set these believers right, as one believes 
to be allowed to do today, as they let it come into their minds that they would like to experience 
the future of the Lord themselves. They must know that the Antichrist has to reveal himself before-
hand at any rate, and that a Rapture would be unthinkable before that.  

When we come to 2 Thess. 2,2, we will encounter an exegetical difficulty that we intend to deal 
with. We only remark here in advance that, notwithstanding the not insignificant difficulties that 
that word v. 3 offers to the exegete, we still cannot come to terms with the fact that Paul, who after 
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all also wrote this letter through the Holy Spirit and who had the task to help these believers in this 
area, should have failed just here to make the point clear beyond all doubt that their whole state-
ment on the expectation of the coming of the Lord was fundamentally wrong and misleading. And 
it would have been, if it is correct that the Rapture of the Church could not possibly precede the 
appearance of the Man of Sin.  

Our conception of the authorship of the sacred writings makes it impossible for us to believe that 
Paul corrected himself on any point in the second letter that he overlooked or even gave incorrectly 
in the first. 

However, this is only the omission of an obvious rebuke. But the Holy Spirit knew whether such a 
rebuke was appropriate or not. And if it is not given, this is a very strong evidence for us that it was 
not appropriate, not necessary. 

Let us now follow the explanations of the apostle in detail. First of all, it is clear that the believers 
should not be ignorant about those who have died, so that they do not mourn like those who have 
no hope. The ignorance of the Thessalonians was by no means their fault. They could not know 
anything about it without divine revelation, any more than we can.  

In the wisdom of God, however, the spirit had obviously not given it to the apostle, already at his 
presence among them, to touch this point particularly. Thus it happened that the written instruction 
could be handed down to us. 

What their ignorance consisted of is very clear from the instruction given to them here. It referred 
only to the divine order that would be observed in the treatment of those who had fallen asleep in 
Christ. It does not appear that other questions moved or troubled the minds of those believers at 
all. About the lot of those who had fallen asleep in the Lord they were apparently not at all con-
cerned or grieved. Their whole concern was that they should not miss out on the coming of the Lord, 
which was so near. 

The instruction given here is from this point of view. It is important to note that. And its purpose is 
just as clearly stated: so that they should not grieve like the others who have no hope. 

If we now realize that among the Greeks the belief in immortality, i.e. the expectation of a survival 
after death, was by no means foreign or unknown, we are confronted very definitely with the fact 
that the Scriptures do not assign the term "hope" to such a belief. It does not recognize the mere 
philosophical thought of immortality as what it understands by hope. 

The highest and noblest form of this immortality thought is probably found with the Greek philo-
sopher Plato. But even there it is nothing more than the idea of a shadowy, bodiless existence of 
man in the so-called "hereafter". Yes, in this whole pagan conception it is regarded as the actual 
essence of this immortality that the spirit, bound in the unworthy fetters of corporeality, is freed 
from them by death and thus led towards its actual high destiny. The spirit is man, that is the basic 
view. The body is a disdainful prison of the spirit. Only through death man returns to his primordial 
divine being. His redeemed spirit swings heavenward into a "better hereafter". 

This was also the reason why Paul's sermon on the resurrection of the body was met with ridicule 
by the pagan philosophers in Athens. If he had only presented the so-called doctrine of immortality 
to them, then this would not have been considered anything new at all, as it happened in Acts 
17:19,20. For the belief in immortality was well known to the pagan antiquity. 

The novelty of Paul's teaching was the preaching of the resurrection of the body, which he preached 
to Jesus. And this is therefore the real core of what the Scriptures want to be understood by a living 
hope.  

This is clear from e.g. Rom. 8,32: Not only the whole creation, but also we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the spirit, we also sighingly await the adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 
This does not mean the deliverance from all corporeality longed for by the nations, but the 
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abolishment of the death being also in our corporeality, be it through resurrection or through trans-
formation in bodily life 1 Cor. 15, 50-55. 

From this it follows that the New Testament doctrine of hope is not at all concerned with the ques-
tion of the state of those who have fallen asleep after the death of the body, but is concerned exclu-
sively with the expectation of a triumphant resurrection from the bonds of death in accordance with 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day.  

It was a skilful and only too successful plot of the enemy that he early induced the church teachers 
to push the Platonic belief in immortality unnoticed in the place of the biblical hope and thus to 
direct the tense attention of Christianity to the questions about our state as the dead. This state 
was then gradually developed on the lines of pagan philosophy into one in which all longing for bliss 
would be completely satisfied, indeed, which made the regaining of a corporeality appear as some-
thing superfluous, if not undesirable. 

The Platonic ideas of the "hereafter after death" have pushed the actual hope of our body's red-
emption very much into the background in the minds of most Christians, for many they have even 
completely eradicated it. 

In this way, the enemy achieved that one no longer longed and reached out for the future of him 
who will call his saints from their graves with his command call and transform the survivors into the 
likeness of his glorified body with a word of power. But one was content with the fact that one 
would be called by death into a better hereafter and be transferred into the enjoyment of the bliss. 
Gradually one built up this dreamed state more and more splendidly, so that it is sometimes hardly 
to be seen, what a resurrection should serve at all.  

Paul pronounces judgment on all these imaginary creatures when he says of those who pay homage 
only to such a belief in immortality that they have no hope. 

This does not affect what the same apostle teaches that death is gain for him to whom Christ be-
came life Phil. 1,21. We are saved in the hope that we will see him as he is when he appears - but 
not before 1. Joh. 3,2. Our longing is to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, so that the mortal 
may be swallowed up by life 2. We know, even if we are allowed to emigrate from the broken down 
earthly tent dwelling and become a native of the Lord, who will also keep our body blameless until 
his future, that we just have a building guaranteed by God, a house not made with hands, an eternal 
one from heaven. 

V. 14. This, then, is the instruction intended by the Holy Spirit for the believers concerning those 
who have fallen asleep in the Lord: that God will lead them through Jesus with Jesus, that is, bring 
them back again. So the view of the bereaved is not directed to the curtain that hangs between us 
and them. Nor are they allowed to look behind the curtain that hides them from our eyes, but we 
are assured that they will return when Jesus comes.  

The word of God cannot make us understand more clearly and decisively that it is not our business 
to follow the deceased with our thoughts and ideas into the so-called hereafter, to concern oursel-
ves with what they are doing or doing there. Rather, our attention is turned exclusively to what is 
at the center of all New Testament revelation of the future, the return of our Lord Jesus. 

This instruction is justified with the reference to the death and resurrection of Jesus himself. As 
certain as these are to our faith, just as certain is what God will do with those who have fallen asleep 
in Christ. 

And now, in v. 15, comes the actual correction of the view of those believers in Thessalonica, 
through whom this whole statement about those who have fallen asleep had been prompted. They 
were saddened by the fact that in their view their brothers and sisters who had fallen asleep could 
come off badly, because they were no longer among the living at the future of the Lord. 

From this we can get an idea of what those first Christians, who had apostolic teaching, did and did 
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not think about the blessed death. The apostle's teaching in this area was not exhaustive, otherwise 
it would not have needed to be supplemented here, but traces of what apostolic teaching on this 
point may have been can be clearly discerned. Under no circumstances is it to be thought that those 
young Christians would have heard from the mouth of their spiritual father things about the mean-
ing of being dead in Christ, i.e. about the condition of believers between death and Christ's return, 
such as can be found everywhere in Christianity thus instructed since the unfortunate days when 
pagan philosophy was mixed with the gospel. 

If Paul had taught there things as truth of the gospel, as they are sung today in pious songs every-
where, as they recur in pious funeral orations of the heavenly bliss and glory of the faithful departed, 
he would not have been so stupid to remind them also here, as he does later: "Do you not remember 
how I taught you when I was still with you? How can you have such sadness, since the departed 
already enjoy in a beautiful hereafter all joys and blisses of which they are only capable! They al-
ready see the glory they believed in. They are in the blessed eternity. 

We, with our conventional views of the state of those who have fallen asleep in Christ, cannot really 
imagine why they could be sad that their departed should fall short at the coming of the Lord. Our 
conception of what death, the blessed dying, brings to the believer is so exaggerated, unbiblical, 
completely Platonic-philosophical that we almost completely lack understanding for the inner mood 
of those disciples of Jesus who had only received apostolic instruction. 

Paul now instructs his spiritual children that the living and the remaining will by no means precede 
those who have fallen asleep in the future of the Lord. But he does not justify it by teaching that 
they are already in possession of indescribable bliss and glory since the moment of their death.  
Nothing would have been more obvious than to say this, if this was the revealed truth. But the whole 
reference of the apostle is only to the divine order, which is observed at the coming of the Lord for 
his church waiting for him. 

It is of fundamental importance to note that according to the context in this whole passage it only 
speaks of the meaning of the coming of the Lord Jesus from heaven for the community of believers 
waiting for him. It can only cause confusion if one does not distinguish chastely and strictly in it.  

The whole letter is addressed only to members of the church gathered from the nations, the body 
of Christ. The special reason for dealing with this question in the present passage was the question 
about the fate of those who have fallen asleep in Christ. Nowhere is there any mention of other 
circles, which will all be affected and seized by the future of the Lord in their own time. Neither 
Israel nor the kingdoms of the nations nor the world in general is in Paul's field of vision. This must 
not be overlooked. 

Before we go into the special instruction about the events that is given to us in v. 16, we want the 
apostle to tell us that it happens "in the word of the Lord". This cannot mean anything less than that 
it was given to him as a result of a special revelation. 

The word of the Lord has a very special meaning with our apostle. His whole gospel is original re-
velation. He claims that he received it neither from men nor through men, but through the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ Gal. 1,12. 

The content of his word of God personally and specially entrusted to him by the Lord Col. 1,25 is 
precisely the mystery of the body of Christ that was never revealed in former times, which is ga-
thered from all nations and prepared for the future of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It is quite in keeping with the peculiarity of his gospel that he is also given a special word from the 
Lord concerning the exit which this wonderful, unique body is to take from the world of visibility at 
the end of this age. 

According to this word he now describes the events which will take place when the Father will send 
the Son to lead his own with him, to bring them out of death and mortality again. 
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It is emphatically emphasized that he himself, the Lord, will set out to fetch his own from earth to 
himself, not through death, but by rapturing them from all death forever. The Lord of hosts would 
have uncountable legions of glorious light beings at his disposal to prepare a shining reception for 
his own, as it has never been experienced on earth and in heaven with human beings, except for 
himself at the most, since he went to heaven. But it is about his own body, about the many brothers 
whose firstborn from the dead he is; it is about the children whom the Father has given him, about 
the heirs of God and co-heirs of Christ. No escort of angels or archangels, however brilliant, is 
enough for him. He himself, the Lord, sets out to meet them. 

The Schlachter Bible says that he does this by command, i.e. at the express command of the Father, 
because another has not to command him. We can let this be valid, if we also give preference to the 
other reading "with command word or call". Then there would still remain two powerful signals or 
collective calls, which become effective thereby.  

The sound of the archangel's voice need not necessarily be interpreted as the voice of a real archan-
gel. In Rev. 19:6 John hears "like a voice of many people, like a sound of many waters, and like a 
voice of strong thunders". Three figurative designations, which do not require us to think neither of 
much people nor of real water nor of real thunder. The power of that voice, which the seer heard, 
is compared only to those, so that one could make himself a picture of it.  

So it is not necessary at all to think of a real trombone at the next mentioned signal. The purpose of 
all these indications is to give us an idea of both the power and the effectiveness of these signs that 
are given. 

Whether we have to think of the different signals as given simultaneously or in a certain time se-
quence one after the other, we leave undecided. It is a dear thought to us personally to assume the 
latter. The biblical concept of a trumpet encourages us to do so. For it is clear from Rev. 9:5,10 that 
the woe that followed the sound of the fifth trumpet was a plague that lasted five months. Accord-
ing to this it would perhaps be permissible to think also with the sound of this trumpet that the 
processes announced with it would extend over a shorter or longer period. 

We are strongly under the impression that in general our conceptions of the future events suffer 
from a quite unjustified shortening. We are convinced that some of the things we imagine to happen 
with great speed will in reality require considerable periods of time for their execution. Our God is 
not as pressed for time as we are.  

The next, very important explanation of the apostle is that the dead in Christ rise first. With this he 
gives us to understand the great basic law that will be applied at this tremendous turning point in 
the divine stewardship with his church. The dead first! There the Thessalonians get the decisive 
answer to their anxious question about the share of those who have fallen asleep in the future of 
the Lord. Not only as Paul had said earlier, we who are left alive will not precede them, but they will 
come first.  

Let us compare this word with the other one in 1 Cor. 15:23: each one in his own order: the first 
fruits of Christ; then those who belong to Christ at His return.  The correspondence between the 
two words is unmistakable. Those who are there called the dead in Christ are here called "those 
who belong to Christ". From this designation bright light falls on those, since a difference of these 
firstfruits of his resurrection is probably not to be thought. 

If it can now be established from Scripture that the designation "those who belong to Christ" can, 
however, only be meant to refer to a very definitely circumscribed selection of those who are to be 
made alive in Christ at all, then we thus have the key to the meaning of the expression used here, 
"the dead in Christ."  

Now it is beyond all doubt that at this coming of the Lord e.g. that great resurrection cannot be 
thought of, which is envisaged in Is. 26,19.21 for a part of the people of Israel, when it says: Your 
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dead will live and your dead bodies will rise! Wake up and rejoice, you inhabitants of the dust! For 
your dew is a morning dew, and the land will restore the dead... the land will no longer hide those 
slain upon it. But all this is in closest connection with the promised visitation of grace to the formerly 
so heavily bowed and afflicted people of Israel, as everyone can convince himself from the context 
of the chapter. 

The resurrection mentioned here in 1 Corinthians 15 as well as in our chapter cannot possibly be 
postponed to the time when God will again remember his certain promises to Israel. For we know 
beyond all doubt that Israel must wait for such a visitation of grace until the full number of the 
nations, the prepared congregation of the firstfruits, has arrived Rom. 11:25. 

From this arises the compelling necessity to let a restriction occur with those who belong to Christ 
when he will come. The term cannot possibly include everything that will belong to the Lord at all. 
But if the word is not to be applied, as we have shown, in its widest scope to everything and every-
one who ever and ever belongs to Christ, then we must look around for the limits within which the 
word is spoken. 

We are confronted with the obvious and natural fact that only those are meant who belong to the 
Christ, whom Paul proclaimed as the mystery of God and who, according to 1 Cor. 12:12, consists of 
head and members. Not a general membership, however real and salvific, is the standard here, but 
the particular organic unity of life with him, the glorified head in heaven, established in the definite 
lines of the apostolic proclamation. 

That such a distinction was not alien to our apostle, but familiar to him, especially on the ground of 
the resurrection, is testified by his words to the Philippians (3:11): "Whether I might attain to the 
resurrection from the dead. Surely it cannot be seriously said that Paul at all questioned his resur-
rection; the same Paul who instructs the Corinthians that as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be 
made alive, must have thought of a very definite resurrection from the dead, otherwise his words 
have no meaning. However, they are not explained by the conventional assumption that all who are 
partakers of salvation in Christ are certain of that resurrection from the dead. 

Holding on to this generalized way of the resurrection of those who belong to Christ seems to us 
incompatible with the clear words of the apostle, who obviously does not consider his resurrection 
as guaranteed, because he certainly belonged to the Lord, but who sees in it a prize that has to be 
won and hunted for. For his further words in Phil. 3, 13.14 do not allow any other conclusion than 
that he meant the resurrection as the goal, the prize of the heavenly calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

If these considerations are Scriptural, and we cannot regard them otherwise, then, however, the 
ordinary assumption of the extent and scope of the resurrection of saints and believers to be expec-
ted at the Lord's near future suffers a very significant qualification. 

This does not mean that all those who will not participate in the resurrection will be condemned to 
death. They will certainly be resurrected to life, but each one in his own order, in the group to which 
he belongs according to the law of the inner development which the life of Christ found in him. 

In v. 17 the apostle continues: "After this, we who are left alive will be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord always. 

We already pointed out above that in our conceptions of the historical course of the last things an 
undue shortening and compression has taken place, because it is not taught in the Scriptures. Here 
again we have reason to make this clear to ourselves. The question is certainly justified: how long 
after that? 

We now readily admit that there is no compelling reason to think here of a long extended period. It 
is quite conceivable that the resurrection of those who have fallen asleep in Christ may be followed 
immediately by the taking away of those who have survived. 

It is also not necessary to assume that there cannot be a time gap between both events. It is quite 
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conceivable, and even has some merit, that the resurrection of the members of his body who have 
fallen asleep will be made serviceable for those who are still alive. 

The fact that such a "hereafter" in Scripture often covers a considerable period of time can be seen 
in 1 Cor. 15:23: hereafter, those who belong to Christ at His return. It is obvious that this word refers 
to a period of time of now already more than 18 centuries. Likewise, the same word in the following 
24th verse: after this the end, will probably also mean a temporal extension that is for the time 
being immeasurable for us, but that cannot cover less than one thousand years, according to Rev. 
20:5. 

This is by no means to claim that the word here expresses such a long period of time. We only want 
to point out that we do well to familiarize ourselves with such possibilities, since our conventional 
instruction has unfortunately led us to limit our God very much in the execution of his great plans 
and thoughts. We so easily forget that He has made and established the eternities for the Son and 
through Him, and that He is never in a hurry as we are.  

And to the possible question, what kind of service the resurrected would like to have for the living, 
we might find a hint in that strange report Mt. 27, 52.53, where we are told about the fallen asleep 
saints, that their bodies rose from the graves after his resurrection and came into the holy city and 
appeared to many. For what purpose this happened is concealed from us. But it is reported to us 
that it happened, and without purpose it did not happen. But what has happened can happen again. 
Because it concerns here nothing less than the continuation or completion of his own resurrection, 
because head and body are one according to the Scriptures. So it would be in harmony if something 
similar would happen at the resurrection of the members of his body as it happened at the resur-
rection of the head, i.e. a miraculous proof out of the graves to the living on earth. 

Nor does it need a forced imagination to suggest to us how so friendly such a sending back and forth 
of those raised from the dead before us would be to those living and waiting. It would mean a last 
signal to the complete readiness.  

On the other hand, it will be remembered that 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52 clearly states that we will all 
be transformed suddenly, in an instant, at the time of the last trumpet. There is no reason why the 
transformation predicted here could not take place suddenly, in an instant, in every single case, 
without it being necessary to assume that it would take place for all participants in exactly the same 
second. No scriptural word would be questioned by it. Only ideas that have become dominant would 
suffer from it. 

The fact that Paul speaks in the first person, "we who are left alive" and then later died before the 
Rapture happened, has often been interpreted badly. We respect that he did not have the least 
right to exclude himself as long as he was alive and the Lord had not yet revealed to him that the 
time of his departure was at hand 2 Timothy 4:6. All believers of all times have the right to hold on 
to the delicious possibility that they would like to belong to it alive. Yes, they even have a good right 
to wish for this, without of course stiffening on it or getting into disappointment when the Lord calls 
them away before he comes.   

The last exit of the church out of this time and world will not be through death and grave and decay, 
but through overcoming the powers of death also in their mortal body Rom. 8,11. Hebr. 11,5: By 
faith Enoch was caught up without seeing death. This corresponds so completely to the heavenly 
calling that it is only to be wondered at that in believing circles so little attention has been paid to 
this delicious fact. There is still a lot of practical unbelief to be conquered, which still much prefers 
to reckon with a blissful death than to be clothed with the much more glorious possibility and reality 
at the word of the Lord, so that the mortal is swallowed up by life 2. Cor. 5,4. 

By the way she is taken away, her miraculous unity and likeness with her great, transfigured head is 
also revealed. She experiences an ascension like his, since she was set to the same death and resur-
rection with him. Everything coincides with each other. Christ is glorified in them, because they have 
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put their trust in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, most of the believers 1 Timothy 4:10. 
She experiences the realization of this "most of all" when she is not allowed to go through death 
and grave in her last limbs, but to meet him over death and grave. 

And the fact that not all individual members have a share in it does not deprive the individual, be-
cause if only one member is kept glorious, all members rejoice with it. In the end, the wonderful 
"we" remains, even though not every individual can and will have the same share in it, 1 Cor. 12:26. 
For those who will attain it also enjoy the ripe and rich fruit of the faith of many previous generations 
of saints, who were kept under the unbelief of their day, but whose deep longing was according to 
God. One is a member of the other. 

To the meeting with the Lord in the air. So it is not on the Mount of Olives, which lies in front of 
Jerusalem, that the waiting congregation has its meeting with the transfigured head. There he will 
one day appear as a warrior in armor as a savior to his oppressed people Israel Zech. 14, 3.4. The 
congregation has its place with him before those events that concern the earth, in the heavenly 
regions that are at present still the domain of the princes and authorities of this world, the powers 
of darkness Eph. 2,2; 6,12. From those regions Satan will first of all be pushed out and down to earth. 
Therefore it is absolutely in accordance with our heavenly calling that the meeting with the Lord 
takes place there, from where up to now the course of this world has been controlled. There, com-
pletely different powers and forces must first become effective before a radical change can take 
place in the course of events on earth. 

And so we will be with the Lord always. This is then "being with the Lord" not only in the spirit of 
faith, as it is already our delicious privilege, but in the state of perfected glory, transfigured, immor-
tal body, unclouded likeness with him, the indescribably glorious head of his body, his fullness. Hu-
man language is not sufficient to describe this adequately.  

So comfort one another with these words! All true comfort is based on living knowledge. Without 
divinely wrought insight into the great deeds of God, no man can really comfort himself. For conso-
lation happens only where one learns to rest in what God is doing. It is not a matter of moods, 
sensations, feelings, etc., but of clear insight into the fullness of divine thoughts with his saints in 
Christ Jesus. From this it can also be seen that these discussions of the apostle are not things that 
are to be regarded as pious hobbies, as they would only be allowed to individual especially gifted 
Christians, but they are things that are the common property of all those who are one in faith with 
the Lord and Head in heaven.  

If only this apostolic admonition had been faithfully followed in the believing community of all times, 
one would have been saved from much loose teaching and deception of the people. 

 

Chapter 5  

1 But as to times and seasons[a], brethren, ye have no need that it should be written unto you. a) 
Acts 1:7 

2 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night[a]. a) 
Mt 24:36,43 

3 When they say, Peace and safety[a]! then sudden destruction comes upon them[b], as birth 
pangs upon the pregnant woman[c]; and they will not escape[d]. a) Jer 6:14 b) Lk 17:26-30 c) Jer 
4:31 d) Isa 10:3; Lk 21:34,35 

4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness[a], that the day should seize you as a thief; a) Col 1:13 

5 For you are all sons of light[a] and sons of the day; we do not belong to the night or to darkness. 
a) John 12:36; Acts 26:18 

6 So then, let us not sleep like the rest[a], but watch and be sober[b]. a) Rom 13:11 b) Mt 25:5, 
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13; 1Pet 4:7; 5:8 

7 For those who sleep sleep by night, and those who are drunk are drunk by night[a]. a) Mt 24:49; 
Lk 21:34 

8 But let us who belong to the day be sober[a], clothed with the breastplate of faith and love[b], 
and as a helmet with the hope of salvation[A][c].   A) o. of salvation; so also v. 9 a) 1Petr 1:13 b) 
Eph 6:14, 16 c) Rom 13:12; Eph 6:17. 

9 For God has not appointed us to wrath[a], but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ[b], a) ch. 1:10 b) 2Thes 2:13 

10 who died for us[a] so that whether we are awake or asleep[b], we may live together with 
him[c]. a) Rom 5:8; 2Cor 5:15 b) Rom 14:8 c) Jn 14:19 

11 Therefore exhort[A] one another and edify one another, as you also do[a]!   A) o. comforts, o. 
encourages a) Ch. 4:18; Heb. 3:13; Jude 20 

12 But we beseech you, brethren, that ye acknowledge[A] them which labor among you, and pre-
side over you in the Lord, and reprove[a] you, A) w. know a) Rom 12:8; 1Cor 16:16, 18; Heb 13:17 

13 And that ye esteem them specially in love for their work's sake[a]. Keep peace among yoursel-
ves[b]! a) 1Tim 5:17 b) Mk 9:50 

14 But we exhort you, brothers: rebuke[a] the disorderly, comfort[A] the fainthearted[b], care 
for[c] the weak, be longsuffering to all[d].   A) o. encourages[a] Gal 6:1; 2Thes 3:15 b) Isa 35:3, 4 
c) Acts 20:35; Rom 14:1 d) Eph 4:2 

15 See to it that no one repays another evil with evil[a], but always strive for good toward one 
another and toward all[b]. a) Prov 20:22; Rom 12:17; 1Pet 3:9 b) Matt 5:44; 3Jo 11 

16 Rejoice always[a]! a) Phil 4:4 

17 Pray without ceasing[a]! a) Lk 18:1 

18 Give thanks in everything[a]! For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. a) Eph 5:20; Col 
2:7 

19 Do not quench the Spirit[A][a]!   A) o. does not suppress, o. does not dampen a) Eph 4:30 

20 Prophecies do not despise, 

21 But examine everything[a], holding fast that which is good. a) 1Cor 14:29; Phil 1:10; 1Jo 4:1 

22 Keep away from all kinds of evil[a]! a) Hi 1:1; Rom 12:9 

23 But He Himself, the God of peace[a], sanctify you completely; and completely may your spirit 
and soul[b] and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ[c]! a) Rom 
15:33 b) Heb 4:12 c) Ch 3:13 

24 Faithful is he who calls you[a]; he will also do it[b]. a) 1Cor 1:9 b) 2Thes 3:3 

25 Brothers, pray for us[a]! a) Col 4:3 

26 Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss[a]! a) Rom 16:16 

27 I adjure you by the Lord that the letter be read to all the brethren[a]. a) Col 4:16 

28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you[a]! a) Rom 16:20 

 

The first eleven verses of this chapter still belong factually to the previous doctrinal section about 
the future of the Lord and our rapture towards him. The chapter division is very disturbing here. 

The word of the times and hours obviously goes to the question of time and hour for the events 
described before, which will take place once historically, i.e. with observation of times and hours. It 
reminds us in a special way of that word of the departing Lord to his apostles from the circumcision, 
to whom he had spoken in the last 40 days among them about the things of the future messianic 
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kingdom. To their certain question: Lord, do you restore the kingdom to Israel in this time? he ans-
wers them that this is a thing which the Father has reserved for his own authority Acts 1, 6.7. 

Now it is well known to every attentive reader of the Bible that the promise of the OT of the future 
kingdom of God on earth moves in quite exactly and firmly determined numerical measures and 
limits which God has set for himself and which he also knows how to keep faithfully and punctually 
in his own way. In addition, however, a careful reader of the Bible can easily recognize that God, 
with all punctuality in the maintenance of the chronological lines drawn by Himself, understands 
excellently the delay in the fulfillment of His promises. This is not the place to go into this in more 
detail. It is only to be pointed out that just for the restoration of Israel both in Jeremiah and in Daniel 
very specific numerical data stand, which God kept very exactly up to this day. The 70 years deter-
mined in Jer. 26,11.12 were fulfilled in the days of Daniel, who had also calculated it exactly. God 
also observed it very precisely in the return of Israel from the Babylonian captivity that took place 
at that time under the Persian king Cyrus. But to his servant Daniel he opens just as clearly that he 
has determined for the final redemption of the people and the exhaustive fulfillment of his great 
thoughts with Israel still a very long delay. Not seventy years, but seventy times seven years would 
pass until the Messiah, the Prince. 

God also kept this date exactly. When the time was fulfilled, God sent his son, as it is written. But 
when he was rejected by his own people, but legitimized by his Father through resurrection from 
the dead as the true Lord and Messiah, the few elect of his people, who had recognized this, turned 
to him with the above question. They understood quite correctly that there could never be a resto-
ration of the kingdom to Israel until the Spirit was sent down from on high. And how did the Master 
answer their factually correct and biblically based question? By holding out to them the prospect of 
an unmeasured delay. We know that until today this has already lasted more than eighteen centu-
ries, and still Israel, nay, Israel's Messiah is waiting at the right hand of the Father for the fulfillment 
of the certain promise that God would give him the throne of his father David and appoint him king 
on Zion, the holy mountain. 

A consideration of these facts should make us children of faith, the members of the body of Christ, 
the administration of which was entrusted to Paul as a secret kept secret in former times, the time 
of which on this earth is never mentioned either in the OT or in the NT, doubly cautious and reserved 
when it comes to times and hours. The great confidence with which very precise calculations for the 
time of the rapture of the congregation have been published again, especially in recent times, can 
probably be explained by the fact that in the theological world the confusing combination of Israel 
and the congregation of Jesus Christ, of the congregation and the kingdom of God, has still not been 
thoroughly cleared up.  

It belongs to the delicious privileges of faith that it is completely independent of times and hours in 
matters of the central facts of the present as well as the future salvation of God. For my faithful 
grasping of the death powers of the crucified and the life powers of the resurrected, it does not 
matter in the least whether I am separated from the historical crucifixion and resurrection by a 
period of eighteen centuries.   

Thus, it can be proved that the apostolic congregation was not deprived of anything as far as the 
blessed, sanctifying, world-conquering power of the living hope of the expected return of the Lord 
is concerned, that it was just as far separated from this event according to the calendar without 
knowing it. No one does the believing community a service who wants to calculate for it exactly 
when it has to expect its Lord from heaven. It will remain like this: we do not need to write about 
the times and hours. 

Besides, the same apostle talks about the fact that those believers knew exactly that the day of the 
Lord would come like a thief in the night. As Gentiles, they could have gained such knowledge only 
through their apostle, and he had it from the Scriptures. 



46 

While the actual gospel of our apostle, the mystery of the body of Christ to be gathered from the 
nations, had never been the subject of Old Testament revelation, the testimony of a day of the Lord 
is a subject we encounter in prophecy at every turn. Read about it Isa. 2:12; 13:6-13; 34:8; 61:2; Jer. 
30:7; Ezek. 7; 13:5; 30:2, 3; Joel 2:1-11; 3:4; Amos 5:18-20; Zeph. 1:14-18; 2:3; Mal. 3:2, 19, 21. 

In all these passages and many more, the Day of the Lord has a very definite character, which is the 
same everywhere. It is always a day of wrath, of fury, of darkness, of cloud-darkness, of trumpets 
of judgment, of the casting down of all proud high places before Yahweh. Almost no greater contrast 
can be imagined than that between the events which Paul has just held out to the waiting congre-
gation of believers and those which make up the content of the prophetic "Day of the Lord".  

This is also consistent with the fact that the apostle clearly distinguishes between those who will be 
attacked by the Day of the Lord and the children of light, for whom this will by no means be the 
case. They (not you) will say: Peace and safety, they (not you) will be suddenly attacked by destruc-
tion. 

If one now asks oneself how such a clear separation is to be thought, if nevertheless the approaching 
of the day of the Lord will undoubtedly take place historically at the inhabitants of the earth, among 
whom nevertheless also the believers have had their residence and their handling until then, then 
still the most natural and nearest thought seems to be that that just the waiting congregation im-
mediately before the actual approaching of the wrath judgments of that terrible day is moved away 
from the earth and towards their Lord. The Old Testament type of such a process would be the 
rapture of Enoch before the coming of the flood judgment. Enoch is not only testified to have plea-
sed God before he was taken away, but we also know from Jud. 14.15 that he was a faithful witness 
to the unbelieving generation of those days, who pointed them to the coming Lord, but who himself, 
because he believed God, was not reached by the threatened judgment.  

It is much to be deplored that in this question undue weight has been laid on both sides on the 
moment of tribulation, which one would escape if one were raptured beforehand. And while this 
thought certainly cannot be entirely eliminated, it must be emphasized that it must not play a lea-
ding role or come to the fore. For it remains that we enter the kingdom of God through much tribu-
lation, that the way of suffering with Christ is the only way of glorification with Christ. 

Nor can there be any question of the Raptured having deserved such a distinction, for example, 
because of their better leadership and having received it, as it were, as a due reward. When God 
made a separation in Egypt between the children of Israel and the Egyptians, there was no question 
that Israel's firstborn deserved less death than the Egyptians. Only through faith in the blood of the 
Lamb were they spared, while the others were strangled. 

Moreover, the whole question of the glorification of His own rests in the faithful hands of Him to 
whom the Father gave them out of the world, and who knows His own as the Father knows Him, 
and who will not leave a single real, living member of His body which He will not draw to Himself 
out of the world as His undivided property by virtue of the eternal counsel of love of His and our 
Father. 

Why should God's children argue about this or reproach each other if their views of these wonderful 
events also remain piecemeal? Certainly, the Lord will never let our incorrect doctrinal views 
become an obstacle to our rapture. For it is never a question of our having understood his 
appearance correctly in all respects and being able to explain it precisely, but rather of our having 
loved them with all our hearts and of our standing up for the brothers under all circumstances, even 
if their views and ours do not quite want to coincide. 

There it is always a dear thought to me, which I have explained a little above, that our friendly Lord 
would like to use the distance, which would be between the raising of those who have fallen asleep 
and the taking away (at the same time with them) of the survivors, in order to give us on both sides 
still the last correcting instructions. If then only our hearts were directed to him alone in all simplicity 
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and sincerity, what does it matter whether my brother was right, who taught the taking away only 
after the great tribulation, or the other, who let it happen absolutely before? 

One thing, however, strikes us children of the twentieth century with poignant clarity, that at no 
earlier time in the history of the world did the keynote of all loud voices sound out in such a way on 
this "peace and security" as it does today. Probably never has the world been so earnestly, so en-
thusiastically, so universally anxious to preserve world peace at all hazards as is the case in our day. 
Never have greater efforts been made, greater sacrifices of time and money made, for the attain-
ment of this ideal of universal peace among nations than today. 

To the open eye the terrible self-deception, which runs under there with, did not remain hidden. 
One speaks peace, and yet there is no peace. One lives on in open rebellion against the Lord and his 
anointed one, one says goodbye to his revealed word more and more blatantly, one denies more 
and more boldly the holy and righteous one and raves for peace on earth! 

That is why the Scripture also says here: Destruction will suddenly overtake them, as labor pains do 
to a mother. One gets pregnant with unrighteousness, with untruth, with tyranny, with apostasy 
from the living God and thinks that one can hold back the inevitable spawn, the destruction. But, 
God will not be mocked. What nations sow, they must reap, as certainly as the individual man for 
himself. 

It is good to hear such a clear and delicious testimony from the mouth of the apostle of the believers: 
But ye are not in darkness.... You are all children of the light and of the day, not children of the night 
or of darkness. Again, these are not testimonies of good, natural qualities or outstanding moral 
achievements and pious works. It is only the recognition and statement of the mighty, divine fact 
that believers are begotten of the truth, of the light, and for life and glory. It is God who alone can 
bring about such begetting. He alone creates light from our natural darkness, life from the being of 
death. We must not only hold on to this in theory, but also take it seriously in practice. 

Hence the exhortation not to sleep, but to watch and be sober, as befits children of the day. For 
sleep and drunkenness naturally go hand in hand with darkness and night. 

But we (v. 8), in conscious contrast, whom God Himself created, want to be sober. This wanting is 
wrought by God, is conscious opposition, conscious divorce from the unfruitful works of darkness. 
And this not only in the field of personal, moral life, trade and change in business, family, society, 
politics, but in the whole position to the prevailing worldview, which is based on vain deceit and 
self-deception. The world's testimony to its own capacity for ennoblement and to its high ideal aims 
cannot and must not move us, so that we might be tempted to do it handyman service in the self-
improvement and general elevation of all conditions. We know that the sin of the people is ruin and 
that the poor world can only be thoroughly helped by judgment. Just as we, who were saved from 
the world and its authorities, could only be helped by recognizing God's just judgment of condem-
nation against us and learning to see ourselves as crucified. The world will never be helped in any 
other way. Whoever makes common cause with it in its desperate, even titanic attempts to help 
itself out of the mud of ruin, sins against humanity itself, which can be helped in no other way than 
through the fire of judgment. 

Clothed with the armor of faith and love and with the helmet of the hope of salvation. Our faith is 
the victory that has overcome the world. Not by the preponderance of numbers, not by sharp argu-
ments, irrefutable proofs of the Bible's credibility, nor even by the influence of the great and pow-
erful, the rich and respected, but by the living knowledge of Him through whom and to whom all 
things are, and who so loved this lost world that He gave His only begotten Son for it, and laid on 
Him the sins of a whole curse-ridden world.  

And the love that has not grown on our natural soil, that does not consist in soft feelings, in spiritual 
sensations, but that has loved us out of our self-love, out of our selfish nature with holy anger and 
that has put us in a position to also use our lives for the brothers. Love that does not stop at any 
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abyssal depths of human ruin, never despairs of the possibility of salvation, because God is love; 
love whose breadth, length, depth and height cannot be measured. 

And from such love, through such faith, a hope arises that fears no death, no infirmity, no withering 
away, because it has as its content the one whom God raised from the dead, after he put a stop to 
the one who has the power of death, the devil, by his death. He will swallow up death forever, will 
wipe away all tears from all faces, because he makes everything new. 

For God has not appointed us to wrath, but to the possession of salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. According to the context, this is at the same time; i.e. At the same time when God's wrath is 
to be revealed from heaven, it is our lot as believers to already possess salvation through Him who, 
as our exalted head, has finally recognized us as His own and lifted us up to Himself in the heavenly 
regions, which we have been allowed to claim as our true home all our lives, as it is written: Our 
citizenship is in heaven, from where we await the Savior Jesus Christ for the transfiguration of our 
futile body in accordance with His glorious body Phil. 3,20.21. 

But this possession of salvation in its perfection, in the absolute sense, only comes into effect when 
Christ, who is our life, will reveal Himself Col. 3,4. It is therefore the appearance of the same Lord of 
glory that guarantees the possession of salvation to His own and announces to the unbelieving world 
the dawning of the day of the fierce wrath of Almighty God. Just as in the Red Sea the presence of 
Yahweh in the pillar of cloud and fire meant peace, safety and life on one side, and confusion, de-
struction and death on the other. But between the two armies the cloud meant a separation, that 
the two could not come together the whole night, so close they were to each other. 

The waking or sleeping in the now following 10th verse will probably have to be interpreted to na-
tural life or being asleep, and not, as in verse 6 above, to spiritual wakefulness or spiritual sleep. 
Whether the coming of the Lord calls us out of the graves, or whether it finds us among the living, 
in either case we are called to live with him, that is, to a full share in his divine, glorious resurrection 
life, in his immortality, clarity and fullness. 

Standing together on such a foundation of faith, love and hope, mutual admonition takes on a 
wondrous sound, all legal harshness and judgmental sharpness flees away. One knows oneself one 
in one spirit, through one Lord. One rejoices in the brother whom the Lord also wants to use and 
glorify. We rejoice in every opportunity to serve him with the gift we have received from the com-
mon Lord. Thus the body of our Lord Jesus Christ builds itself up to divine greatness. 

Verse 12 and 13 contain words that have special reference to our behavior toward those who pre-
side over us in the Lord, who may work on us and admonish us. These are great and important 
services in the house of God. They are not here decided and divided into paragraphs and headings. 
There is no need of them. For where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But this freedom is as 
far removed from arbitrariness and unrestraint as it is from clerical tyranny and spiritual bondage 
of the brethren under statutes. 

The overall testimony of the Christian churches in this area is not very pleasing. We have rather 
thoroughly corrupted what the Lord had entrusted to us with great kindness and goodness. Our 
systems and so-called orders bear loud witness against us. 

But this need not prevent the individual from being obedient in faith and love in all simplicity, as 
much as is in him, without letting his heart and conscience be unnecessarily weighed down by the 
fact that he has grown up in conditions or has been placed by God's providence in conditions which 
he would prefer to arrange differently if it were in his power, but which he can bear as long as the 
Lord bears and tolerates them. Here, too, serious children of God waste a lot of time and energy in 
trying to help the church of God along these lines by changing the circumstances. 

As long as one does not have the certain order to destroy, to tear down, also to build and to plant, 
so long one abstains from all still so well-meant attempts to create remedy, where in the best case 
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only the fragmentation is increased, since one can make nevertheless always only in small circles 
with new organizations attempts. One learns also from the history of the communities of our days. 
There is no salvation, no recovery in paper paragraphs and strict resolutions. 

But every child of God, no matter how sad and bleak the ecclesiastical community relations in which 
he stands, can highly esteem and all the more prefer those brothers for the sake of their work who 
serve and preside over us, even if they would not do it in the best spirit or even tyrannize us. This 
need never hinder the love that bears, tolerates and therefore overcomes everything. 

Now follow in verses 14-22 a series of different but all very important admonitions to the brothers. 
The disorderly are to be admonished, so that no offense is caused by them and the congregation of 
God, who is a God of order, does not come into the mouth of the people. 

The fainthearted are to be comforted, that is, not discouraged even more with harsh or even bitter 
words. They are to be shown - for there can be no other consolation for the fainthearted - that our 
calling in Christ is a wonderfully high and noble thing, that a child of God is called and ordained to 
the highest nobility in the universe, so that there is truly no room for faintheartedness.  

The weak are to be carried, so that their consciences are not injured and they are not deeply dama-
ged by the fact that one wants to drive them to things which they are not yet up to, because they 
lack the light and the insight, the maturity and maturity of judgment. But such carrying should be 
paired with loving efforts to help, strengthen and build up, so that the weak become strong. Pati-
ence is to be practiced against everyone. For patience is bearing, forgiving, hopeful love, which does 
not give up even the most stubborn and obdurate, but puts them before God again and again, no 
matter how often they have been disappointed.  

Let no one repay evil with evil, for we are of divine lineage. God was in Christ and reconciled the 
world to Himself and did not impute their sin to them. By silently enduring, Jesus overcame evil and 
the wicked. And he could have requited according to fee and merit and in righteousness what we 
are not able to do. 

Seek always to do good to one another and also to everyone. Not only asked, not only at the request, 
but also anxious to find opportunities to do good, even where one cannot count on reward and 
recognition or where the left hand does not even know what the right hand has done.  

Be joyful always! And this in a world that is in trouble? Whose course is dominated by the powers 
of darkness, whose nature is enmity against God? Yes, just in such a world, which knows so little 
true joy, which thinks that carnal pleasure and frolic is happiness. Truly, the saying is in place: 

It's dark in the world, we have to shine - you in your corner, I in mine here. 

And who can and may be joyful, if it is not the children of God, who have finished with their shameful 
past through the blood of the Lamb; who have a constant, free access to the grace in which they 
stand; who are freed from all fear of death and may boast of the glory that is to be revealed in us; 
who know that all things work together for good to those who love God, and that nothing can sepa-
rate them from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Pray without ceasing! But you can't do that! You can't stay in a closet or on your knees all day? You 
have your work that occupies you. That's right. And yet the apostle does not demand anything im-
proper, nothing impossible. Nevertheless, it is necessary to keep one's heart and mind firmly and 
steadfastly directed upward in all work and restlessness, so that the eye of faith is always looking at 
Him who is the beginner and perfecter of faith. Such an attitude of the heart is prayer, even if it 
does not come to the formulation of specific petitions and requests. He who searches the heart 
knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because he represents the saints as it is according to God, Rom. 
8:27. 

Be grateful for everything! Even this seems excessive to the natural sense. How can one be grateful 
for sufferings and adversities? Through grace. That is, through the blessed realization that our God 
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directs all things by the counsel of His will, that He never fails anything, that our guides are always 
the best and wisest, and that in all circumstances He aims at and achieves only our salvation. Giving 
thanks is not possible without such enlightened thinking. Nor is this left to our discretion; it is the 
declared will of God in Christ Jesus for us. For our God knows what a source of deepest joy, what a 
source of invincible strength for us lies in the fact that we give thanks for everything. For with this 
we have and keep all circumstances and conditions, even the most adverse ones, under our feet 
and always remain victors.  

Do not dampen the spirit! For it is the Spirit of glory that rests upon us and transfigures Christ in us. 
We live in the Spirit, therefore it is also necessary to walk in the Spirit, to give everything into His 
mild, holy discipline, to let ourselves be guided by Him into the whole truth. Every letting oneself go 
according to the flesh means a dampening of the spirit. 

The prophecy does not despise! The only special gift of the spirit that Paul mentions in this letter. It 
is also highly esteemed by him in 1 Cor. 14:5, higher than speaking in tongues, because it served 
more for the edification of the whole church. For our days, the word could also be rightly interpreted 
as a warning against the widespread disrespect and disregard of the word of prophecy among the 
believers, a disdain, which has been severely avenged in the defenselessness and lack of discern-
ment of many of God's children in the face of the deceitful machinations of evil spirits from the 
abyss, who have horribly deceived and confused the church by disguising themselves as the Holy 
Spirit, as a genuine Pentecostal spirit, and misleading simple-minded souls. 

But examine everything and keep the good! It is precisely this ability to test everything and to dis-
tinguish the genuine from the false that has been so woefully lacking in our day. It was quite easy 
for the deceiving spirits to lead us behind the light. We lack senses trained by habit to discern the 
spirits. Our spiritual life was and is still far too much focused on personal enjoyment, our view of 
God's truth has remained limited, because we had become accustomed to relate everything to our-
selves and to our souls' bliss. Other points of view were far from us, they even seemed suspicious 
to us. We feared to lose ourselves in the great horizons of divine thoughts, if we did not stretch 
them on the narrow ledges of our experiential life. Thus, the whole scripture became mainly a book 
of edification for us, instead of a source of the widest and deepest knowledge of all the ways and 
purposes of God. 

Abstain from evil in every form! Luther translated: Shun all evil appearances! Weizsäcker: Avoid all 
evil manner. Evil approaches us in all kinds of disguises, even in the most seductive ones. We have 
to be on our guard that Satan does not take advantage of us, since we know what he has in mind. If 
we were dependent on our own knowledge and ability, things would look bad for us and we would 
soon be lost. For the evil powers are far superior to us in insight, wisdom and experience. But Christ 
has also become our wisdom in this respect    

The apostle's closing prayer in verse 23.24 is indescribably delicious: "May He Himself, the God of 
peace, sanctify you through and through, and may your whole being, spirit, soul and body be pre-
served blamelessly at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ! Faithful is he who calls you, he will also 
do it. 

That these words are addressed to believers, God's saints, is clear from the context. Only such know 
him, who is called here with special emphasis God of peace. Wonderful name! What does this mean 
in a world so devoid of peace as ours, nay, as the whole of His vast creation, which also sighs and 
longs for peace. What unlimited possibilities lie there, which are first of all the prerogative of those 
to fathom who have become children of peace in a special sense, who have attained to the peace 
of God. To become silent and then to remain silent in the God of peace, that is first of all our voca-
tion. But this is not the end of what lies in this glorious name of God. He will also bring the disturbed 
universe to his peace through him who is called the Prince of Peace. 

The work of our sanctification is God's and not ours. This is written before us in clear words. And 
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that is so important to realize. Not as if we do not have to worry about it or as if it happens in our 
sleep. No, it remains the case that we have to hunt for sanctification. But this is not our own effort 
and creation, but only the deep believing, obedient entering of the heart into the delicious, revealed 
truth that Christ, as our righteousness, so also is our sanctification from the Father. 

And our whole being, spirit, soul and body, are included in the area of the property right, the divine 
disposal over his sanctified ones. Nothing is thrown away, nothing is eliminated, but everything is 
sanctified, so that it alone is at his free, unhindered disposal for the ages of the ages. This imprints 
not only on our spiritual and soul life, but also on our body life the stamp of the highest nobility, the 
conceivably highest usability in the great counsel of God with his universe. Do you not know that 
your members are Christ's members? Not an unworthy prison, a dungeon only of the high spirit, but 
a temple of the Holy Spirit, who dwells in us, consecrated by Christ to the same death, but also to 
the same resurrection. This is the apostolic doctrine of the importance of the life of the body. We 
are waiting for the redemption of our body. And all creatures wait for it, because they shall be set 
free from the bondage of corruption to the freedom of the glory of the sons of God Rom. 8,21. 

Incorruptible by the future of our Lord Jesus Christ! Not only for the judgment of men, devils or 
demons, but for the judgment of the holy, incorruptible judge, who has eyes like flames of fire, 
before whom nothing can be hidden, but everything is bare and uncovered before his eyes. This can 
and will only happen if the children of light allow themselves to be relentlessly judged by the incor-
ruptible word of truth. Therefore the Lord says: Sanctify them by your truth, your word is the truth. 

Faithful is he who calls you, he will also do it. The whole work, all will and accomplishment is his. His 
also is all glory and all honor. What he has begun, he will not leave undone. No one can hinder his 
work. He finishes everything that he has set before himself. Oh, that one would stop limiting the 
Almighty, whom everything must serve, even hell, death and judgment. His faithfulness, his honor 
are pledged. For who has given him anything before, that he might be recompensed? From him, 
through him, to him are all things; to him be glory forever. Amen! 

Brothers, pray for us! Even a high apostle needs the service that the least member of the body of 
Christ may do, by virtue of the always free, open access to the throne of grace. 

Greet all the brothers with the holy kiss! Even though we have refrained from the outward obser-
vance of this formula of greeting for reasons of expediency, which are not to be rejected, it may 
nevertheless remain so that the unfeigned love, as it seeks its expression in the brotherly kiss, may 
remain unabbreviated.  

It is a great concern of Paul that his letter be known to all the holy brethren through reading. Let us 
be told this and rejoice in the high privilege of reading what is written. 

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you! In this is included all that his or any other servant of God's 
pen can ever express for the good and prosperity of the church of God, which is in Christ Jesus. 
Saved by grace, preserved in grace until the future grace to be revealed in the day of His glorious 
revelation to His saints and glorious ones. 
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Second letter  

After Paul entered Thessalonica with his gospel to the nations, the jealous Jews stirred up a riot 
against him Acts 17:5-9. Then the brethren sent Paul and Silas to Berea during the night Acts 17:10. 
17:10, but those troublemakers came there as well v. 13, so Paul went toward the sea, but left his 
assistants Silas and Timothy behind v. 14. Some brothers then accompanied him to Athens, whom 
he told to send his assistants to him as soon as possible. From Athens he sent his dear son and co-
worker Timothy to Thessalonica 1 Thess. 3, 1.2. He brought him such favorable news about the 
prosperous condition of the church there that he openly expressed his joy about it in his first letter 
(3,6 ff.). 

From Athens he then went to Corinth Acts 18,1 where Silas and Timothy, who had brought his first 
letter to Thessalonica, seem to have brought him further information about the further develop-
ment of the young church Acts 18,5, which may have given rise to the second letter to the Thessa-
lonians.  

Chapter 1  

1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy of the church[A] of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ[a]: A) o. assembly a) 1 Cor. 1:2 

2 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ[a]! a) Rom 1:7; 1Thes 1:1 

3 We must give thanks to God for you at all times[A][a], brothers, as is fitting, because your faith 
is growing abundantly and love for one another is increasing among all of you[b], A) o. We are 
obliged to ... to give thanks a) ch 2:13; Rom 1:8; 1Thes 3:6 b) Col 1:4; 1Thes 1:3. 

4 so that we ourselves may boast of you[a] in the churches[A] of God because of your perse-
verance and faith[B] in all your persecutions and afflictions that you endure[b]; A) o. assemblies 
B) o. <your> faithfulness a) 2Cor 7:4 b) 1Thes 1:6; Rev 1:9 

5 <They are> a sign[A] of the righteous judgment of God[a] that you may be worthy of the king-
dom[B] of God[C][b] for which you also suffer[c], A) o. proof B) o. of the kingdom C) o. shall 
become a) Ecc 3:16, 17; Rom 3:8 b) Lk 21:36 c) Mt 5:10; Phil 1:28 

6 as surely as it is just with God to repay with affliction those who afflict you[A][a], A) w. To repay 
affliction[a] Deut. 32:41; Ps. 119:84; Rev. 18:6. 

7 and you, the afflicted, with rest, together with us at the revelation of the Lord Jesus[a] from 
heaven with the angels of his power[b], a) 2 Timothy 4:1; 1 Peter 1:7 b) Matthew 16:27 

8 in flaming fire[a]. In doing so, he takes vengeance on those who do not know God[b] and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus[c]; a) Ps 97:3; Heb 10:27; 2Petr 3:7 b) 1Thes 
4:5 c) Rom 2:8 

9 they will suffer punishment, eternal destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the 
glory of his strength[A][a], A) o. from the ... away a) Jud 7 

10 when he comes[a] to be glorified in his saints[b] on that day and to be admired in all those who 
have believed[c]; for our testimony to you has been believed[d]. a) Lk 17:30 b) Mt 25:31 c) Col 3:4 
d) 1Thes 2:13 

11 Therefore we also pray for you always[a], that our God may count you worthy of the calling[b] 
and <that he may> make all things good[c] in kindness and complete the work of faith in power[d], 
a) Col 1:9 b) Eph 4:1 c) Heb 13:21 d) 1Thes 1:3,5 

12 That the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you[a] and you in him according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. a) John 17:10 b) Mal 1:11 

 

For the content of the first verses of this first chapter, we point back to what was said about the 
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very same greeting in the first verse of the first letter. 

What the brothers Silas and Timothy had reported to the apostle about the prosperous and joyful 
growth of the church in Thessalonica is a cause of special gratitude for him. He feels guilty to give 
thanks for it, because it was a rich and precious gift of his God to him, which had to mean a special 
strengthening and refreshment in the hot struggle for the gospel in the big cities of Athens and 
Corinth, where worldly wisdom and worldly lust had their seat. At the same time it was a rich com-
pensation for his denied desire to see the believers in Thessalonica face to face (I. 2, 17.18). 

Your faith grows beyond measure, i.e. not in a reprehensible way, but only in an extraordinary way 
that exceeds the usual measure. Hand in hand with this went the increase of mutual brotherly love 
in that congregation. Already in his first letter, he was allowed to give them the rare testimony that 
it was not necessary to write to them about brotherly love, since they were instructed in this delici-
ous principal by God Himself (I. 4.9).  

Paul has good reason to give a serious warning against those who were disorderly and prowling 
around (3:6,11). But this does not question the overall character of this church at all. Rather, he 
repeats (2, 13) once again his duty to thank God for them.  

And as he already spoke in the first letter about their reputation and name being spread throughout 
Macedonia and Achaia because of their faith, so he also testifies to them here that he praises other 
churches for their patient perseverance in the persecutions that fell upon them for the sake of their 
faith. 

V. 5 tells us that he saw in this a powerful and joyful proof of God's righteous judgment and judg-
ment, both on them and on their persecutors. For them it meant a sealing of their true and rightful 
calling to the Kingdom of God, i.e. to the position as heirs of God and co-heirs of Christ offered to 
them in Christ in the Gospel. As he testifies in I, 2,12 that God called them to his own kingdom and 
his own glory, i.e. to the share of all that the Father intended and promised to the Son (and the sons) 
as kingdom glory. 

This is an indescribably precious word for all those who have to endure persecution for the sake of 
the truth. All persecutions and tribulations are not a sign of divine displeasure for them, as the 
enemy would like to reinterpret it, but a proof that our God considers us worthy to suffer for the 
sake of the name of the Lord Jesus, so that we may also be glorified with Him Rom. 8,17. 

V. 6 clearly reflects what God had already announced to the enemies and oppressors of his chosen 
people in the Old Covenant through the prophets: Therefore all who devour you shall be devoured, 
and all your enemies shall be led captive; all who plunder you shall be plundered, and all who rob 
you I will make a spoil.  (Jer. 30, 16). 

Verse 7 then holds out the prospect to those who are now persecuted and oppressed for their faith 
of the delicious rest that will be granted to them at the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ from 
heaven, together with the angels of his power. This revelation will probably be none other than his 
personal appearance in glory, of which all the prophets and apostles, and most clearly he himself, 
have prophesied.  (Mt. 23:39; 24:30; 25:31; 26:64). 

This event will mean the greatest terror for all the rest of mankind. But the ones who are his will 
then be in complete peace and security all the time, with him, the Lord. (I, 4,17), who already called 
them to Himself when He descended into the air. If it is already our great privilege today to judge 
and consider everything the enemy may do against us from our God-ordained place in the heavenly 
places, so that we actually stand above it and do not have to collapse under it, then quite literally 
our location through all the terrible judgments will be with the Lord Himself, as His bystanders and 
executors of judgment on the unbelieving world and its prince. 

The language in v. 8 shows how terribly devastating and destructive the judgments of the Lamb will 
be on those who did not obey his gospel and who did not acknowledge God, who nevertheless had 
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it brought to them. If the careless, apostate, God-forsaken Christianity of the nations, which is pri-
marily meant here, wanted to know what they will have to expect then, they only had to look at the 
example of Israel. According to the word of the apostle of the nations: If God spared not the natural 
branches, lest he should spare thine also...behold the severity of God on them that are fallen. But 
the poignant illustrative lesson that God set before us in His own people is not heeded. (Rom. 
11,21.22). And besides this, this Christianity indulges in the adventurous and quite unbiblical ideas 
of a hell with material fire, into which it will cast the ungodly, but not itself, to endless torment. She 
does not understand the bush that still burns today in the fire of God's holy wrath. Therefore, the 
language of the prophets and of the Lord about the inextinguishable fire of his holy, unsparing judg-
ment of wrath is incomprehensible to her, and she lets the pagan and rabbinic imagination take the 
reins there. 

V. 9 makes the nature and essence of the implied punishment even more vivid: eternal, eons-long 
(but not endless) destruction away from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his power. We 
first encounter such language in the first pages of the Bible with Cain: "Behold, you drive me out of 
the land this day, and I must be unsteady and fugitive on the earth!" (Gen. 4:14). Mo. 4,14. Is this 
not quite faithful to what Israel met before our eyes? Are they not unsteady and fugitive on the 
whole earth, eternally driven around, nowhere gladly seen, everywhere shunned? The voice of their 
brother's blood cries out against them from all the earth. And although they are already settled 
among the nations, to whom the clarity of God has shone brightly in the face of Jesus Christ, they 
are nevertheless in densest darkness, children of perdition, peaceless, tormented by constant fear 
of death and terror, hardened in heart, bent back, with hardened senses. 

And what do the so-called Christian nations do other than Cainism in their self-chosen piety, 
whereby they are by no means obedient to the true gospel, for they do not even recognize it, but 
have made a strange mixture of a religion out of it, which they have patented for themselves by the 
authorities of the earth. But where is the gospel preached and believed today? Here and there in 
hidden corners.  What proudly goes over the big streets is mostly self-chosen piety, which deals with 
works and does not recognize God. Therefore, Cain's fate will not only befall Israel, but also apostate 
and disobedient Christianity. 

But in his saints and believers, v. 10 teaches us, the Lord will be glorified and admired in that day. 
By whom? Certainly first of all by the holy angels of his power, who have been paying attention with 
the highest tension to the development of the church on earth in the present course of the world. 
But then certainly also by the nations that have hardly been touched by the real gospel of God until 
today, but to whom the gospel will and must be preached before the end of God's ways in His Christ 
can come, i.e. before He will give the kingdom back into the hands of His God and Father 1 Cor. 
15:24. 

And then why should not the dead also have their turn, the untold millions who have died in all 
these millennia and have never heard the real Gospel of God proclaimed, thus have had no oppor-
tunity at all to become obedient to it as we have. Can God forget those for whom Christ also died? 
Never! And then nothing stands in the way of the penetration of the resurrected saints of God into 
the deepest regions of the kingdom of the dead. For the word of Isaiah (52,15) must find a much 
more extended fulfillment than has happened so far: "So he will astonish many Gentiles, and kings 
will shut their mouths before him, for those will see it who have not been told about it, and those 
who have not heard about it will understand it. 

To this end, Paul continues in v. 15, we always plead for you, that our God may make you worthy of 
the calling and fulfill all the good pleasure of goodness and the work of faith in power. For what 
purpose? Certainly not for the exclusive, personal enjoyment of a happiness painted in the most 
glowing colors. But for the execution of the great redemption and salvation thoughts of God with 
the whole mankind and creation, for which he puts the necessary organs in the then transfigured 
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members of his body at the disposal of his son. As it is written: that he may show in the future eons 
the abundant riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus Eph. 2,7. This benevolence of 
his kindness is spoken of here too clearly that one could pass it by without connecting it with great, 
divine thoughts of salvation for his human world, which until then still languished in death and in 
the power of darkness. 

It is very difficult for a pleasure-seeking gender like us to grasp this profession. We are just almost 
only concerned that we have it once eternally well. The thoughts of the uncounted millions who 
have never heard of him and have become and remained a prey of death make us little uneasiness. 
We are saved, hallelujah! How painfully it must move the heart of the Savior in its depths to see 
itself confronted with a congregation that has so little understanding for its serious and high Savior's 
calling in Him, the Head over the universe, that only wants to enjoy bliss without measure and bar-
rier in the sunshine of His grace, And who has very easily resigned herself to the thought that by far 
the greater part of her own brethren according to the flesh have never heard of him, nay, who has 
even contrived to believe and teach that those are all therefore irredeemably lost, because in their 
sins they have passed into the kingdom of death! And to hope for salvation beyond bodily death is 
considered atrocious heresy!  

That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ (12). Can there be any greater, indeed any other glorifi-
cation of the name of our highly praised Lord and Savior than that we carry this very name of His 
Savior into the regions of death and darkness, where until now there has been only night and horror 
and terror without measure? There is no higher calling for the present short, limited life on earth 
than to call sinners to repentance and to proclaim the name of the Lord Jesus, that he is the Lord 
who alone can save. 

And we know from the Scriptures that all this blessed and delicious ministry in the blessed gospel 
of Christ in this whole eon is calculated only for the selection and preparation of a congregation of 
firstfruits to God and the Lamb. But why firstfruits, firstborn, if there cannot and should not be many 
afterborn. Is then the counsel and will of God exhausted with the fact that these few chosen ones 
happily reach the goal of beatification? Or have they not rather been chosen and made capable so 
that through them and in them the name of the Savior may be praised, who called them from death 
to life and who now wants to send them into the depths of Sheol and Hades in the power of the 
immortal and indissoluble life, in order to destroy the works of the devil, who has the power of 
death, there as well. 

Oh, that the church of God would wake up from its sad self-love and firmly and clearly consider its 
true calling, to be used as members of the glorious body of Jesus Christ for the demonstration of 
the grace of God and our Lord Jesus Christ to all generations of the earth, as God already promised 
in Abraham and will carry out in the son and the equal sons of Abraham. 

 

Chapter 2  

1 But we beseech you, brethren, because of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our union 
with him[A][a], A) w. our gathering together unto him a) 1Thes 4:17 

2 That ye be not quickly shaken in your mind[A], neither be dismayed, either by spirit, or by word, 
or by letter, as <are they> of us, as though the day of the Lord were come.   A) w. away from the 
mind; o. away from the understanding. 

3 That no one deceive you in any way[a]! For <that day will not come> unless the apostasy has 
first come[b] and the man of lawlessness[A] has been revealed, the son of perdition[c]; A) accord-
ing to old manuscripts: of sin a) Mt 24:4 b) 1Tim 4:1 c) Jn 17:12; 1Jo 2:18 

4 Who opposes and exalts himself above[A] everything that is called God or <is> an object of 
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worship, so that he sits down in the temple of God and proves himself to be God[a].   A) o. against 
a) Isa 14:14; Ezek 28:2; Dan 11:36; Rev 13:6. 

5 Do you not remember that I said these things to you while I was still with you? 

6 And now you know what withholds, that he may be revealed in his time. 

7 For already the mystery of lawlessness is at work; only <is not revealed> until he who now res-
trains is out of the way; 

8 and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will do away with by the breath 
of his mouth[a] and destroy by the appearance of his coming; a) Hi 4:9; Isa 11:4 

9 <Him> whose coming is according to the activity of Satan with every act of power and with signs 
and wonders of falsehood[a] a) Ex 7:22; Matt 24:24; Rev 20:3 

10 and with every deceitfulness of unrighteousness to them that perish[a], for that they received 
not the love of the truth unto their salvation[b]. a) 2Cor 4:3 b) Prov 1:29; 2Tim 4:4 

11 And therefore God sends them an effectual power[A] of delusion, that they may believe the 
lie[a], A) o. an efficacy (Greek energeia) a) 1Co 22:22. 

12 So that all may be judged who have not believed the truth[a] but have taken pleasure in un-
righteousness[b]. a) Jn 3:18 b) Ps 62:5; Rom 1:18,32 

13 But we must[A] always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord[a], that God 
has chosen you from the beginning[B] unto salvation[C][b] in sanctification of the Spirit[c] and in 
faith of the truth[d], A) o. are obliged to ... to give thanks B) some old manuscripts write "as first-
fruits" instead of "from the beginning" C) o. to salvation a) ch. 1:3 b) 1Thes 1:4; 5:9 c) 1Cor 6:11 d) 
Jn 14:6; 17:17 

14 To which also he has called you through our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ[a]. a) John 17:22; Rom 8:29, 30; 1Thes 2:12; 1Peter 5:10 

15 So then, brethren, stand firm[a] and keep the traditions[A] you have been taught, whether by 
word or by our letter[b].   A) o. teachings a) 1Cor 15:58; Phil 4:1 b) 1Cor 11:2 

16 But he himself, our Lord Jesus Christ, and God our Father, who loved us[a] and <gave us> in 
<his> grace eternal comfort and good hope[b], a) Eph. 2:4 b) Rom. 5:5 

17 comfort your hearts[a] and strengthen <them> in every good work and word[b]! a) Col 2:2 b) 
Heb 13:21 

 

We may well assume that in these verses we have before us the actual reason for sending the letter 
to the same church. Already in the first letter, the apostle took the opportunity to address an error 
that had arisen among his spiritual children due to the fact that some of them had fallen asleep in 
the Lord before the Lord had returned. Of these they feared, erroneously, that they would fall short 
at his coming. Paul corrects them about this in 4:13 to 5:11. 

In a very similar way, we also owe this additional and immensely delicious and important apostolic 
instruction to an attempt of the enemy to put the believers into confusion and unrest about the 
question of the Lord's future. The enemy does not know how often he must always serve only the 
great glory purposes of our God with all his machinations. This is a very rich chapter for our instruc-
tion and comfort. There prevail such unspeakably sad, wholly unscriptural and unfounded notions, 
especially among children of God, about Satan's ability to thwart and thwart God's purposes and 
plans, whereas the direct opposite is the case. He is also only a servant spirit, not a sovereign demi-
god who can do whatever he wants. He may go in all his intrigues, lists and plots just so far as his 
lord and master permits him and not a hair's breadth further. And God has understood how to make 
everything Satan has ever concocted in wickedness, deceit, murder and wickedness completely ser-
viceable to his great glorious purposes. The whole hell is a ladder on which the Christ of God ascends 
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to ever greater development of his power, wisdom and glory.  

Verse 1 of this  chapter states clearly enough the subject with which it is concerned. It is the 
future of our Lord Jesus Christ and specifically the side of this mighty all-encompassing truth that 
has to do with our final gathering to Him or union with Him at all times. 

It was this precious side of the biblical doctrine of hope that Paul had taught in great detail in his 
first letter. We do not blame Satan for using all kinds of means to cause confusion at this point. 
Rather, we want to learn from it here as well and let him draw our attention to the outstanding 
significance of this truth. It is the core of our living hope, this our union with him in the air realm at 
his descent from heaven for the opening of the great day of his glorious revelation in judgment and 
righteousness. 

It must always remain at the center of our faithful watching. Under all circumstances, we must ex-
pect him, the Son of God, from the heavens, nothing and no one else. And it is important to love his 
subsequent appearance, not for the sake of what it brings us in terms of bliss and delight, but pri-
marily for his sake, so that he finally gets his day, after mankind has had its day long enough under 
the prince and God of this world.  

The more completely we learn to refrain from everything that may come out of it in terms of profit 
and enjoyment for us, the more simple-minded and fervent we remain focused on that which con-
cerns his glory and the honor of his name, which has been so despicably misunderstood and so 
terribly violated, the clearer this whole area will appear before our eyes. Only when his community 
no longer seeks itself, but only him, the head over all, will it also reach the unity of faith and know-
ledge, which is so delicious. 

The Thessalonians tried and succeeded to some extent to make them understand that the great and 
terrible day of the Lord, which is well known from the whole scripture and testified by all prophets, 
had already begun and that they had been seized and attacked by it as if by a thief. (Cf. what was 
said about 1 Thess. 5,2). 

Now, so far as our knowledge goes, it is impossible to see wherein the terror or consternation of 
these believers should consist, if not in the apprehension that they had then missed the very next 
goal of the blessed hope, namely, the gathering to the Lord on clouds in the air, of which Paul had 
so fully informed them, and that they were now set to wrath instead of possessing the blessedness 
of indissoluble fellowship with the glorified Lord at all times. The apostle's reference to this very 
thing in the first verse of this chapter seems to leave us no room for any other object of their con-
cern.  

This would have given a completely different character to the sufferings they endured with great 
devotion, as Paul testifies to them through the Spirit. In themselves, they did not need to be heavier 
or more severe. But if they arose from the wrath of God that was also unleashed upon them, then 
they had a completely different and devastating meaning compared to the sufferings that were in 
Christ and that they had endured with joy for the sake of his gospel.  

On Golgotha there were three crosses. On them, three people suffered the same physical death, 
the same physical, agonizing end. But who was going to say that these three suffered the same? 

Now, in order to completely remove any cause for alarm from those who are thus troubled, the 
apostle writes that they alone could clearly recognize from the one unmistakable characteristic that 
the dreaded day of the Lord, the day of God's revelation of wrath from heaven, could not possibly 
have dawned, because it must be preceded by the apostasy and the revelation of the man of sin. 

If one objects here: But why then does Paul not say in clear words that the revelation of God's wrath 
from heaven must necessarily be preceded first by the Rapture of the faithful? To this it can be 
replied that such an answer would hardly have served the troubled Thessalonians. For that was the 
very thing about which they were worried. But this could only be done if it was an event that could 
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take place in a way that did not need to be noticed or observed by everyone. 

If the Rapture is regarded from the outset as an event which must take place before everyone's 
eyes, in a manner clearly perceptible to all men, then we confess again that we cannot understand 
how the Thessalonians could have been troubled at all. For if this had not happened, but still stood 
before them quite undoubtedly as the goal of their hope, then there was no cause for alarm at all. 
For they knew that even without further instruction that it had not escaped them, because everyone 
had to notice it when it happened. But if it had happened, and in a thoroughly sensible way, then 
again there was no cause for uncertainty, but at most for the deepest dejection and lamentation 
that they had undoubtedly been left behind. Then there was no need at all for further characteristics 
for their orientation in this question. 

Especially in recent times, we have read and examined many things that dear brothers and servants 
of God have written against our view. We openly confess that we have not been convinced that the 
doctrine of the Rapture, as it presents itself to us, is so reprehensible and cannot be rhymed with 
Scripture. At the same time, we would like to keep in mind that our knowledge and prophecy is and 
remains piecemeal.  

In v. 3 Paul declares very definitely that the day of the Lord must necessarily be preceded by 
apostasy and the man of sin must be revealed. From this alone they could clearly perceive that the 
day of the Lord could not possibly have already dawned, as one would have wanted to make them 
understand, be it through a spirit, be it through a speech or even through a letter under his name.  

So it is not a simple but a double sign that Paul gives to his believing readers, by which they can 
notice how it stands with that terrible assertion concerning the day of the Lord. It applies to an 
apostasy and a manifestation of the man of sin, the son of perdition.  

That there were unmistakable shadows and forerunners of both the prophesied apostasy and the 
previously proclaimed man of sin already in the apostolic time, suffers no doubt according to the 
Scriptures. Thus Paul testified to the believers and elders of Ephesus already at his departure in 
Miletus that predatory wolves would come, not sparing the flock, and from among them men would 
arise speaking perverse doctrine to draw away the disciples. To his son Timothy he writes already in 
the first letter that in later times some would fall away from the faith and would follow seducing 
spirits and doctrines of demons 1.Tim.4,1. And in the second letter he complains that all had turned 
away from him in Asia (1,15) and also knows to say about difficult, dangerous times that would be 
in the last days (3,1). 

And John clearly says: Children, it is the last time! And as you have heard that the Antichrist is co-
ming, so now many have become Antichrists; by this we know that it is the last time 1 John 2:18. 

This testifies very clearly that the historical course of the gospel in this world and in the present age, 
according to God's expectation, will by no means be a so-called victorious course in which it should 
finally conquer the whole world and lay it at Christ's feet. Such hopes cannot be substantiated from 
the Scriptures. They are not suitable to keep the eyes of the true children of God clear for the blessed 
hope and appearance of the glory of the great God and Savior Jesus Christ. In all periods of history 
we have to reckon with apostate powers, with decline, with pronounced antichristian hostility. Un-
der these signs stands the entire development of Christianity so far. This is the only suitable key for 
a true understanding of church history. 

Here Paul speaks in a very specific way not only of apostasy, but of apostasy, that is, of a particularly 
sharp form and manifestation of the apostasy of Christianity. For on any other ground there can be 
no question of apostasy. Only there, where one has once recognized the supremacy of Jesus, one 
can easily fall away from it. 

In this field it is not to be expected that it could become much worse than it has become in our days. 
Not only does one deny Christ his virgin birth, his genuinely divine origin, his true divinity, his 
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resurrection from the dead and the effective completion of his work of redemption, but in our days 
one goes so far that one even teaches from Christian cathedrals that he did not live at all.  One 
evaporates his appearance to a legendary delusion of the people. No generation before us has gone 
that far. And in the field of anti-Christian enmity these things have experienced such an increase in 
our days that it needs only a little more until Satan will succeed in presenting his masterpiece to an 
astonished mankind. 

For we consider that these and other biblical prophecies of the man of sin, the son of perdition, the 
Antichrist, be it in the Roman papacy, be it in Islam, may have had very significant shadings, but we 
certainly expect as the summit of all satanic, demonic and human enmity against the Lord and His 
anointed the appearance of a human personality who will form the hellish counterpart to the Christ 
of God.  

It is said of the latter in v. 4 that he will rise as the adversary above everything that is called God and 
object of worship. We have never really been able to recognize that this trait should have already 
been fulfilled historically in the papacy or in Islam. Neither the pope nor any successor of the false 
prophet Mohammed has ever done so in the fullest sense. 

He will sit down in the temple of God and declare himself to be God, it says further. Considering that 
at the time of the writing of this letter (53 or 54 A.D.) the temple of Yahweh in Jerusalem was still 
standing, it seems much closer to us to think of a real temple building than of the designation of the 
congregation of God as his temple, which is, however, especially frequent with Paul. Especially since 
this figurative designation can certainly have its correct interpretation only for those who are actu-
ally dwellings of God in the spirit, i.e. spiritual people; but not for a mere Christianity of name, which 
is everything else rather than a temple of God. And the adversary will not sit down in the true 
church, the real temple of God. That would also bring him little recognition and honor in a godless 
and god-estranged world.  

In v. 5, Paul reminds the young Christians that he had already spoken to them of all these mighty, 
great things while he was still with them. Our practice today is not comparable to the apostolic 
practice. Not only in the beginning, but unfortunately almost throughout, we limit ourselves to re-
citing again and again only the simple truths of salvation to the souls we have won for the Lord. All 
these areas touched upon by Paul here are considered by us to be ones in which one does not need 
to be at home at all. One can be a very good Christian with us and never deal with these questions. 
Yes, one is even considered a much more practical Christian if one does not. 

Then, in vv. 6 and 7, it speaks of something or someone who is still holding up the revelation of the 
man of sin.  

If that which is still holding it up must first be taken out of the way, it follows with certainty from 
this word alone that it must be a preserving force upholding the existing order of things. Only when 
this is removed can the man of sin unfold and reveal himself unhindered according to his true na-
ture. 

If we now hold that the community of believers is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, that as light 
in the world it is the greatest obstacle to the breaking in of darkness, as salt of the earth it holds 
back the outbreak, the breaking forth of the powers of death that are active in the flesh, then this 
seems to us to be the key to the correct solution of this somewhat mysterious speech. In this way 
also the use of the two different genders is explained, where it says once "what", and then "who" 
holds it back. The thing that stops it would then be the power of the Spirit in the consecrated com-
munity, while the one who stops it is the Holy Spirit himself who dwells in the community, the 
temple of the Holy Spirit. 

If, however, one wants to think of the restraining power of the orderly state or the God-ordained 
authorities, there is not much to be said against it, since it ultimately amounts to the same thing, 
because the authorities are only supported by the prayers of the believers, i.e. by the preserving 
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powers of God's spirit active in the community. 

The 8th verse contains the judgment from the Lord that is determined for the lawless one, which of 
course can and will reach him only after he will be revealed. It is the personal Lord Jesus who will 
destroy him by the spirit of his mouth, i.e. his judging word. This language prevents us from thinking 
only of the effectiveness of purely spiritual forces, as they are now active in the gospel. We pay 
attention to the fact that we are definitely dealing with Jesus, who will then come down from heaven 
into the circle of air to unite with his people, and who, as the executor of all judgment handed over 
to him by the Father, because he is the Son of man, will also strike the lawless one.  

The thoroughness of the judgment finds its expression in the words: he, the Lord Jesus, will destroy 
him by the appearance of his future, which then is the actual final act for the complete collapse of 
the antichristian being on earth. Thus the day of the Lord Jesus dawns, i.e. the day when he will 
judge and administer the world with righteousness and rule the nations with justice, the day that all 
prophets and apostles have longed for and proclaimed before, the day of his public recognition and 
installation as Yahweh's King on Zion, the holy mountain. 

Verses 9 and 10 contain another very important and instructive teaching about the satanic character 
of the Antichrist. We learn that his future, emergence and appearance will take place according to 
the action of Satan with the unfolding of all deceitful powers, signs and wonders and all unrighteous 
seduction among those who are lost, for not having accepted the love of the truth that they would 
be saved. 

This shows first of all how wrong those are who think that only God can send signs and wonders. 
The Egyptian magicians have already proved that their lord and master is also able to imitate God's 
miraculous signs up to a certain limit. Therefore, it is a great and dangerous error to say that because 
signs and wonders happen in any cause or movement, because the sick are healed, etc., that such a 
thing bears the divine stamp. 

In addition here with large emphasis the speech is from all deceptive forces, signs and miracles, thus 
from an array of everything what will be possible for the Satan according to God's wisdom and per-
mission in this area. At the same time it must always be noted that all these statements of Satan are 
by no means proofs that he can act completely independent of God and by his own power in and by 
means of the creation, whereas it will come so far according to the testimony of John that the beast 
empowered by him will even let fire fall from heaven Rev. 13,13 and that it will be given to him to 
give a spirit to the image of the beast so that the image of the beast also speaks. Satan is and remains 
under all circumstances, also on the highest peak of his power development for the seduction of his 
victims and followers a creature of God, subject to him alone, absolutely dependent on him, which 
can never go a single step further than the Most High allows him. And all his machinations, however 
atrocious and dangerous, are under the unconditional and complete control of him to whom the 
Father has given all authority in heaven and on earth. 

The 10th verse makes it quite clear that in all these satanic manifestations only a just judgment of 
God takes place on those who had the opportunity to obey the truth, but did not do so, but effec-
tively withdrew from it or resisted it. As one can observe everywhere in Christianity the shocking 
fact that the refusal to obey the faith is always followed by superstition. The unbelievers are all 
superstitious, although they would certainly reject the designation with indignation. But in some-
thing every man finally believes and would be it only in himself. And that is about the worst super-
stition, into which one can get, if one became its own God. It is easier to get out of crude, blatant 
paganism and image worship.  

Therefore God sends them strong error, that they may believe the lie, that all may be judged who 
have not believed the truth, but have taken pleasure in unrighteousness (v: 11.12). Let us be careful 
not to diminish the full force of this serious word. God sends, it is written. This confirms what we 
have just said about v. 9 of the unconditional dependence of Satan and all lying and hellish spirits 
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on the almighty and holy God, who sends and uses them as executors of his righteous judgment. 
This idea that Satan is an executor of God's judgment as long as the sin he himself introduced into 
humanity is still effective is something we encounter many times in Scripture. 

Probably our apostle speaks most clearly about this in 1 Cor. 5:5: to hand over the person to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, so that the spirit will be saved on the day of the Lord Jesus. Equally 
clear is his word to Timothy (I. 1,20): whom I have delivered to Satan, that they may be chastened 
to blaspheme no more.  

There is a fine, divine irony in the fact that he uses this high, but horribly fallen and darkened prince 
of spirits, the supreme of the kingdom of lies and darkness, to serve him for the correction, for the 
final salvation of those who have been his victims and dupe in a very special way.  

From this, immensely bright light falls on the whole divine procedure with Satan, as well as with the 
judgment fire prepared for him and his angels. 

If someone should be tempted to believe that this is only a child's play, he may well be careful, he 
will be terribly disappointed. It is terrible to fall into the hands of the living God, who hands over to 
the adversary, so that one does not come out of the abode of darkness until one has paid off the 
last penny.  

Whoever feels like labeling this as the Roman doctrine of purgatory, let him see what he is doing. 
Let him remember that no error has ever lived that did not owe its existence to some grain of biblical 
truth, however distorted and inverted. With a catchword one can intimidate thoughtless followers, 
but not mature men in Christ. 

It is self-evident that such judgments will primarily affect only the so-called Christian, i.e. Christia-
nized nations of the earth. The others, who have never been deeply penetrated by the gospel, will 
not come under the judgment.  

V. 13-17: But we owe it always to God to give thanks for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, that God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to blessedness in sanctification of the Spirit, and in the faith of 
the truth, 14. into which he hath called you by our gospel, unto the possession of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 015 Stand fast therefore, brethren, and hold fast the traditions which ye have 
learned, whether by our word, or by our epistle. 016 And he himself, our Lord Jesus Christ, and God 
our Father, who loved us, and gave us an everlasting consolation, and a good hope through grace, 
17. Comfort your hearts, and strengthen you in every good word and work. 

Fresh and unsealed, the fountain of purest joy and gratitude about the great, wonderful work that 
God had done for these Gentiles through his gospel springs up again and again from the heart of 
the apostle. He repeats to them what he already said in the very beginning of his first letter, how 
God had made them his elect since they had received the word of divine preaching. They were loved 
by the Lord and they knew themselves as such. For from the unfathomable love of the Father came 
forth the wonderful counsel in Christ Jesus. That is why it is unshakable.   

From the beginning they were chosen. For in the beginning was the Word, which was with God, and 
was God, and in whom was concluded all things that God purposed from everlasting. 

Called to salvation as the firstfruits, to be followed in his time by the rest of the nations.  

In the sanctification of the Spirit, who had taken possession of them for the Christ of God as His 
members, on the revelation of this Christ in His day. In believing the truth which the apostle had 
brought to them, as he had received it, not from men, nor by men, but by revelation of Jesus Christ 
from heaven, as his gospel to the nations. 

To the possession of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, not only a personal happiness, however 
highly thought of, but to very definite high ends, which go far beyond one's own person and coincide 
with what the Father gave the Son in glory, because He humbled Himself to the point of death and 
became obedient to the death of the cross. 
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In this it is necessary to stand firm and not let the goal be shifted or lowered in any way in false 
humility and unbelieving modesty, which only wants to go to heaven, but is not inclined to pay the 
price, to fight the battle, to hunt for the jewel at any price, which God's heavenly calling in Christ 
holds out to us. 

The traditions to which they should adhere, and we with them, are not human, but divine, imparted 
to them by Paul at the command of the Most High God Himself. The word coincides entirely with 
what he had just called his gospel. Thus he had preached to them while he was with them, thus he 
had written to them in his first epistle. This is how they should keep it and practice it in the obe-
dience of faith. 

The blessing in verses 16 and 17 flows naturally from this: "But He Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and God our Father, who loved us and gave us an everlasting consolation and a good hope through 
grace. What precious appellations these are, one like the other, from Him who has called us into the 
fellowship of the Son of His love. 

 In it is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and gave us an eternal consolation, that is, 
a consolation for the eternities, not only for the short span of the present earthly existence, a con-
solation that satisfies our hearts in the deepest way and makes them quiet in him who loved us. 

And a good hope by grace. Any other ground than grace would be fatal to the most beautiful hopes. 
These must never rest even in the smallest part on what we are or have or accomplish, but only on 
the grace offered to us at the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He comforts your hearts and strengthens you in all good words and works! So, not for your own 
bliss and fulfillment with exceedingly delicious sensations and feelings of exuberant bliss, but for 
the practical activity of the received grace on others, be it of this or the future world time. 

 

Chapter 3  

1 By the way, brethren, pray for us[a] that the word of the Lord may run and be glorified[b] as it 
does among you a) Col 4:3 b) Acts 13:48 

2 And that we may be saved from evil and wicked men[a]! For faithfulness[A] is not the business 
of all <men>[b].   A) o. faith a) Ps 140:2; Rom 15:31 b) Acts 28:24 

3 But faithful is the Lord[a], who will strengthen you and keep you from evil[b]. a) 1Cor 1,9 b) Mt 
6,13 

4 But we have confidence in you[a] in the Lord, that what we command you both do and will do. 
a) 2Cor 7:16; Gal 5:10 

5 But let the Lord direct your hearts[a] to the love of God[b] and to the endurance of the 
Christ[A][c]!   A) o. On patiently waiting for the Christ a) 1Chr 29:18 b) Rom 8:39 c) Lk 22:28; Heb 
12:3 

Behavior towards disorderly members of the community 

6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw your-
selves from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition[A] which you 
have received from us[b].   A) o. Instruction a) 1Thes 5:14 b) v. 14 

7 For you yourselves know how to imitate us[a]; for we have not lived disorderly among you, a) 
1Thes 1:6 

8 Nor did we eat bread from anyone in vain, but we labored night and day with toil and complaint, 
so that none of you would be burdened[a]. a) Acts 18:3 

9 Not that we do not have the right[A] <to do so>, but that we might give ourselves as an example 
to you, that you might imitate us[b].   A) o. the power, authority a) Mt 10:10; 1Cor 9:4,6,15 b) 1Cor 
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4:16 

10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: if anyone will not work, neither 
shall he eat[a]. a) Gen 3:19 

11 For we hear that some of you walk disorderly, not working but doing useless things. 

12 But to such we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ, that they labor in silence, eating 
their own bread[a]. a) 1Thes 4:11 

13 But you, brothers, do not grow weary[A] of doing good[B][a]!   A) o. do not become discouraged 
B) o. do what is right a) Gal 6:9 

14 But if anyone does not obey our word through the letter designate[A] him, have no dealings 
with him[a] so that he may be put to shame; A) o. make known a) v. 6; Rom 16:17 

15 and do not regard him as an enemy, but rebuke him as[A] a brother[a].   A) o. as a) 3Mo 19,17; 
1Thes 5,14 

16 But he himself, the Lord of peace[a], give you peace[b] always in all ways. The Lord <be> with 
you all! a) Rom 15:33 b) Num 6:26; Jn 14:27; Phil 4:7 

17 The greeting with my, Paul's, hand[a]. This is a sign in every letter; this is how I write. a) 1Cor 
16,21 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ <be> with you all[a]! a) Rom 16:20 

 

The glorification of the word of the Lord longed for by Paul in v. 1 consists in the faithful obedient 
reception of it 1 Thess. 1,6; Joh. 17, 6.8.14.22, not in words of praise or recognition, however beau-
tifully set; even less in defense or justification, of which the word does not need at all. As with you 
- a reason for deep thankful joy for both parts and a powerful incentive for intercessory faithfulness. 

The salvation from adverse and evil people in v. 2 can probably only be understood as protection 
from malicious hindrance in the blessed ministry. Personal fear of suffering is not peculiar to the 
apostle. The fact that not all have faith is very painful, but inevitable in this time. It should not dis-
courage those who have it. For God is not only the savior of those who believe, but of all, as it is 
written in 1Ti 4:10. To be already worthy of and partaker of faith is a great privilege of grace.  

To strengthen the Lord's faithfulness (3) and to protect him from evil is a strong rock for the obe-
dient fighter, but not a lazy pillow of rest for the safe or reckless one. The "wicked one" is probably 
to be grasped personally here as well. His sphere of power is by no means unlimited. No believer 
needs to fear him, but he must be on his guard against him. 

The confidence of the apostle (4) in the obedience of his spiritual children is not carnal, but in the 
Lord. He counts on His ability and work, not on theirs. There is a linguistically permissible and beau-
tiful sense in reading the prayer request v. 5:...to the love of God and to the believing expectation 
of Christ. Similar phrases are found Rev. 1:9; 3:10; where the Lord is probably also the object of 
patient waiting. This does not exclude the reference to the patience of Christ, which he himself 
proves and demonstrates, but includes it.  

V. 6-15: Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which ye have 
received of us. 007 For ye yourselves know how ye ought to imitate us, that we were not disorderly 
among you: 008 Neither did we eat bread with any man in vain, but labored with toil and labour day 
and night, that we might not be a burden to any of you: 009 Not that we had no right, but that we 
might give ourselves for an example unto you, that ye might imitate us. 010 For when we were with 
you, we commanded you these things, that if any man would not work, neither should he eat. 011 
For we hear that there are some of you that walk disorderly, and work not, and go about. 012 To 
such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that they earn their own bread by quiet 
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work. 013 But ye, brethren, be not weary in doing good. 014 But if any man disobey our epistle, 
mark him, that ye deal not with him, that he may be ashamed. (15) But do not consider him an 
enemy, but rebuke him as a brother.  

The occasion for these disciplinary instructions, which hardly need a detailed explanation, was not 
a deep, shocking case of grave sin and shame like 1 Corinthians 5. Rather, it becomes clear from v. 
11 that it was a matter of some who perhaps, as we have not infrequently had in our days, took the 
expectation of the Lord's near future as an occasion to walk disorderly, i.e. to neglect their earthly 
profession and to drift about in pious idleness. This carnal abuse of the exceedingly delicious 
constant expectation of the returning Lord finds its correction here. Thus the Holy Spirit testifies 
very clearly that it is wrong and unfounded to call such disorderly walking a natural, self-evident 
fruit and consequence of a constant, faithful, eager expectation of the Lord's return. It is very easy 
for the enemy to arouse an exaggerated fear of possible abuse and thereby make a delicious truth 
seem unpopular or even dangerous to sincere souls. One must also be on guard against such attacks 
of the enemy. 

There is much educational wisdom in the words with which the apostle settles this case of disorderly 
conduct. They are transparent and determined.  

The matter is serious enough for him to command, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that those 
concerned be taken under salutary discipline. In a truly fatherly way, he refers to the example he 
has given to all. It may have been on this occasion, for the founding of the church at Thessalonica 
falls in the first years of his effectiveness, namely on European soil, that the apostle became clearly 
aware of how important and valuable his renunciation of the biblical right to feed on the gospel 
could become to him. He will never have regretted, as we can see from later letters, e.g. to the 
Philippians, to have maintained his independent position with regard to his livelihood. 

One cannot help but wonder what would have been the course of church history if only the majority 
of all ministers of the gospel had followed the apostolic example from the beginning. We would 
have been saved from Roman and Protestant clericalism and many other things.   

Already in the short weeks of his first stay among them, the beginnings of such untidiness seem to 
have appeared. He immediately countered this with the sharp word: if someone does not want to 
work, he should not eat either. And here again he commands such emphatically that they should 
earn their own bread with quiet work, not with pious sounding talk about the near future of the 
Lord. 

On the other hand, this should not be taken as a reason for slackening charity to the really needy 
and poor. 

What he now decrees, if someone should not obey his epistolary word, he lets us have a look both 
into the apostolic way of ordering church discipline and especially into the almost self-evident way 
of reckoning with the spirit of discipline that was effective in the churches. Those were not yet the 
days of paper paragraphs and laborious resolutions. The Spirit lived in the believers and they walked 
in the Spirit. V. 15 shows that the goal of all discipline is again the correction of those who are la-
cking, but not a mere focus on keeping the congregation clean. 

V. 16 But he, the Lord of peace, give you peace forever and ever. The Lord be with you all. 

An unmistakable, clear echo of the words of the Lord Joh. 14,27: Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give to you. Also at the end of his first letter (4, 23) Paul calls God the God of peace. Therein lies the 
guarantee for the peace that will one day fill the whole of God's universe, when God will have 
become all in all. The Lord of peace will not rest until he has brought everything to peace.  

V. 17: The greeting with my, Paul's, hand; this is the sign in every letter, so I write. From these and 
similar words it is clear that the apostle, probably prompted by a painful eye condition, mostly 
dictated his letters and then only signed them himself. Compare 1 Cor. 16:21; Gal. 4:15; 6:11; Col. 
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4:18. 

V. 18: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all! Amen! Therein lies the only guarantee for 
all prosperous individual and congregational life in faith. For by grace we are saved, and by grace 
we are what we are. The highest praise of eternity will sound to grace. 

 

*       *       * 

 


