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"Now | rejoice in my sufferings for you, and in my flesh | make up for what is still lacking in the
tribulations of Christ for His body, which is the church, whose minister | have become according to
the administration of God, which is given to me for you, to make full (to bring to its full measure) the
word of God: the mystery which has been hidden from the ages and from the generations, but is now
revealed to His saints, to whom God would make known the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the nations, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. This we proclaim, admonishing every man, and
teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ; to which end |
also labor, struggling according to His working, which worketh in me in power." (Col. 1:24-29)

Introduction

Every healing body receives the revelations which are valid for it and which are necessary for its
development and perfection, so that it can fulfill its tasks, - be it the preparation of Israel for the
service to the nations, which it has to exercise one day in the millennial kingdom, or be it the full
equipment of the body church in the present time for its future service in the whole cosmos.

Since the angels are entrusted with the administration of the kingdom - which is therefore also
called the "kingdom of heaven" in which the angels rule - they also possess insight into its orders
and laws and into the goals to which God wants to lead this kingdom under their administration.
Through terrible judgments, as shown to us in the Apocalypse (Revelation), they lead the kingdom
over to the state of the Millennial Kingdom after the completion of God's wrath. Therefore, in no
book of the Scriptures are there so many angelic messages and angelic ministries as in this book of
the completion of the kingdom,while in all Paul's letters there is not a single angelic message.

However, the rule over the future earth is no longer entrusted to them. The angels know nothing
about the new salvation body of the body church, which will then rule with their Lord and Head
Christ. Into these things they desire to look. And while in former times they were allowed to teach
man about the kingdom, now in the administration entrusted to the church the manifold wisdom
of God is presented to the principalities and powers in the heavens by the church, which is a
spectacle for the world, a theatron for the cosmos.

However, there are far more glorious and sublime realms than the administration of the Kingdom
of God, as great and wonderful as it is to be instructed about the processes of the divine world
government. Infinitely greater than the processes within the entire creation is the life and being of
the Uncreated One Himself. God never let any angel look into these depths of His own person.
Created beings are not able to understand the uncreated at all, because the beingness, the being
and abiding can be recognized only by being-same.

Without the Holy Spirit, therefore, no one is able to recognize God, for God is spirit, and the spirit is
the essential, the truth, the true, the existing, the abiding. No perishable being is able to grasp the
imperishable, unless God Himself gives us His spirit, so that we have a share in the divine nature and
thus also that consubstantiality, which allows us to recognize the similar - although infinitely more
sublime and greater.
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As soon as it comes to the knowledge of God Himself, we need the spirit of wisdom and revelation.
Only through Him are we given those insights that are truly knowledge of Himself. Before the
outpouring of the Spirit, no one but the Son could see what was happening in the Father's heart.

From this point of view, we can easily understand why Paul declares that the mysteries that the
Risen Lord entrusted to him could not have been revealed before. It is true that during His time on
earth the Lord gave to the Twelve the crowning of all revelations about the Kingdom, by which He
completed all the angelic messages and prophetic revelations of the Old Covenant by opening to
them (the disciples) the mysteries of the Kingdom. But these are factual secrets concerning the
kingdom and its continuation. They do not, however, have anything to do with the person and inner
nature of God Himself. What He Himself is and what filled His Father's heart before the foundation
of the world, angels may have desired to see, but they never knew it, nor did any man know it before
the Spirit was given and the glorified Christ began to reveal God's innermost being and His pre-
worldly plans and deepest intentions of will and glory.

The vessel to whom He entrusted this was the apostle Paul. The mission he received goes far beyond
the mission of the Twelve. He proclaims the same Christ who bought the church of the nations with
the same costly blood and provided the same basis of salvation for them through His cross and
resurrection. But the glory message he proclaimed, the gospel of the glory of the blessed God, has
nothing to do with the kingdom message of the Twelve, which is why he did not go up to those who
were apostles before him even after his conversion. He could not learn his gospel as something not
revealed before from men, because nobody knew anything about it. It could only be imparted to
him through revelation.

The deepest secrets that exist in God, the personal secrets of God, which go far beyond all kingdom
message with its factual secrets, were entrusted to the apostle Paul as a special commission of the
exalted Lord. Therefore, he calls the special message that was given to him his gospel with divine
authority.

As Paul is the first in the line of the Sons' Church, the pattern, the prototype, the example for all
those who believed after him in this line, so all of them are placed in the administration of the
mysteries entrusted to him. Therefore, if there is any designation for us in the present time that has
to do with our ministry and profession and should clearly describe and outline it, it is this: "For this
we are counted: servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God." (1 Cor. 4:1) As the
firstfruits who bear the Spirit, and thus the very essence of God, His divine nature, we have His
personal mysteries to administer, because there was no body before us that stood in unity of
essence with the Father and the Son.

The revelation of these mysteries forms the completion of the Scriptures. Through these last
revelations of God, His Word reached its full measure, its completion. Beyond their range nothing
more goes. They comprise the final goals of the eons.

The Greek word mystdrion (mystery) occurs 27 times in the basic text of the New Testament. Three
times it appears in the Gospels. Revelation uses it four times. Twenty times we find it in Paul.

The total of 7 passages in the Gospels and Revelation speak of the mysteries of the kingdom, that
is, the factual mysteries. They are the following passages: Matthew 13:11; Mark 4:11; Luke 8:10;
Revelation 1:20; 10:7; 17:5 and 7.

Paul, on the other hand, is dealing with the personal mysteries of God over which God has placed
him and the church as stewards. The 20 passages in Paul's epistles are: Romans 11:25; 16:25, 26; 1
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Corinthians 2:7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:51, 52; Ephesians 1:9, 10; 3:3, 4, 9; 5:32; 6:19; Colossians 1:26,
27; 2:2, 3; 4:3; 2 Thessalonians 2:7; 1 Timothy 3:9, 16.

Of the 20 passages in the Pauline epistles, some speak in general terms about our attitude toward
the mysteries. The other passages, however, speak of specific mysteries that are distinct from one
another. There are 14 mysteries, which are related to each other, but are clearly distinguished from
each other, often expressing opposites. These 14 personal secrets of God are mentioned below:

The mystery of the hardening and setting aside of Israel (Rom. 11,25)
The secret: obedience of faith among all nations (Rom. 16, 25. 26)
The mystery of not sleeping and transformation (1 Cor. 15, 51. 52)
The Mystery: Christ in You, the Hope of Glory (Col. 1:24-29)

The mystery of the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 2, 7)

The mystery of the will of God (Eph. 1, 9)

The mystery of the gospel (Eph. 6, 19)

The mystery of faith (1. Tim. 3, 9)

The Mystery: The Nations With-Life (Eph. 3:1-12)

The mystery of being one (Eph. 5, 32)

The mystery of God the Father (Col. 2, 2)

The mystery of the Christ (Col. 4, 3)

The mystery of wickedness (lawlessness) (2 Thess. 2, 7)

The mystery of godliness (1. Tim. 3, 16)

The Mystery "Christ in You, the Hope of Glory"

Of all 14 personal mysteries of God, this mystery has to do with the completion of the body church.
It is the mystery by the proclamation of which the members of the body are brought to the full
measure of the full growth of Christ, to the perfect representation in Christ, to the completeness of
spiritual maturity, to the full growth of adult men of God.

The apostle, who in single-minded faith finishes his run, wants to lead all believers to where the
Lord in His grace has led him himself: to all perseverance and longsuffering with joy. In decades of
being led by the Lord in grace, he has learned to rejoice now in sufferings. Looking into the glory
that comes from suffering makes it seem temporal and easy. And grace instructs and enables us to
deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and to live prudently and righteously and godly in the present
eon (which is, after all, an evil eon), awaiting the blissful hope of the appearing of His glory.

Into this grace the apostle now also wants to introduce all the saints, so that they may attain to the
full measure of the fullness of Christ and be presented in perfection.

Shaping of the same essence in everything! This is the high goal of his laborious struggle!

The mighty passage Colossians 1:24-29 (see above, at the beginning of this article, the text quoted!)

is divided into 15 parts:
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1. joy in the sufferings (verse 24 a)

2. vicarious suffering for the body church (verse 24 b)

3. servants of the church according to God's administration (verse 25 a).
4. the completion of the word of God (verse 25 b)

5. the secret that had been hidden until then now revealed to the saints (verse 26)
6. God's will to reveal (verse 27 a)

7. the riches of the glory of this mystery (verse 27 b)

8. the place of the announcement: among the nations (verse 27 c)

9. the content of the mystery: Christ in you, the hope of glory (verse 27 d)
10. the proclamation of Paul and his co-workers (verse 28 a)

11 Paul's way of working (verse 28 b)

12. the final purpose of Paul's work (verse 28 c)

13. purposeful, purposeful effort (verse 29 a)

14. Paul's ministry a wrestling match (verse 29 b)

15. Paul struggles according to the efficacy of Christ (verse 29 c).

1. joy in the sufferings

"Now I rejoice in the sufferings..."

During a crusade, a young lady of about 26 years old came to see me. She had a difficult youth
behind her. Her parents belonged to different denominations and were not in a good marriage. The
girl had spent most of her life behind convent walls and in boarding schools. When she finally gained
her freedom after passing her school-leaving exams and coming of age, she knew only one goal: to
enjoy life in every form.

But this life did not hold what the young lady expected from it. After each pleasure came the
disappointment. Soon she was disgusted with herself.

A faithful deaconess recognized the cause of her misery and brought her to the evangelization
meetings. The Good News shook her in the depths of her heart, and she became willing to come to
one of the meetings.

As she sat in front of me, she kept emphasizing that she wanted to be happy. | simply showed her
the way of salvation. When | asked her if she was ready to surrender her life to the Lord, she said
almost screaming, "No! First | want to enjoy my life! First | want to be really happy for once!"

With great patience and forbearance, | once again showed her the way of salvation and answered
her numerous critical interjections. She also admitted almost everything that | testified to her. My
repeated questions, however, whether she was ready to draw the consequences from these insights
and to change her hitherto failed life and to decide for Christ, she answered each time with the
same sharp refusal. | already wanted to break off the conversation as useless. Then | was inwardly
driven to ask her, "Yes, tell me: have you ever really rejoiced?" - Then she folded up and said in a
tone of despair, "No! That's just it! Every time | want to start rejoicing, | say to myself: There's no
point in starting; it's going to stop again!"

Then | could tell her, "Miss, you are further along inside than you know. You have already repented.
Only you do not have faith yet. Repentance is a change of mind. You have already changed your
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mind by recognizing and admitting that only lasting joy has real value, but that worldly pleasure
offers only a temporal delight. Now please do also the second step and accept in faith the offer of
Christ, who wants to give you complete joy, which remains there and which nobody can take away
from you! - Earlier you mentioned Nietzsche in your counter-arguments. But this very Christ-hater
spoke the moving words: For all joy wants eternity, wants deep, deep eternity!' Only the joy that
proves to be lasting in every situation of life, even in suffering, is true joy, is eternal joy. Everything
else is temporal delight and therefore not worthy to be called joy at all."

Their tense expressions loosened. She now saw her path clearly before her. With a firm step she
entered the narrow path of faith. Then she sank to her knees in front of her chair and thanked God
for the certainty of the salvation she had received.

And you and I? - Do we both know something of that joy which remains unbroken even in suffering?
- Do we know that song of victory that is sung in the huts of the righteous: "Nevertheless, even in
suffering, Jesus, you are my joy"?

He who knows this joy can worship in spirit forever, even if his soul weeps. And he can testify before
angels and men: "Now | rejoice in sufferings!"

Paul introduces the mystery of the completion of the body church with a confession of his position
on suffering. This is of fundamental importance and makes it known that there is no glory without
suffering, that it rather always goes through suffering to glory, as this was also the order of the
Father for the Son of God: suffering before, glory after.

At the beginning of this programmatic confession, Paulus places the little word "now" or "now".
This is of decisive importance at this point. Before, he could not yet make this confession that he
rejoices in the sufferings. After all, he had once confessed, "The tribulations were so great that we
despaired of life." Now, however, since his external circumstances were the most difficult of his
entire life and he had to await his execution daily in the Praetorium at Rome, he no longer despairs,
but rejoices in the sufferings. Yes, he knows that these sufferings are for the furtherance of the
Gospel and serve to glorify Christ. Therefore, he longs for even deeper participation in the sufferings
of Christ and for being conformed to the death of his Lord and Head.

This shows us to what level of spiritual maturity the apostle had reached. Therefore, he is now able
to lead others to this destination.

The leading to such spiritual maturity is through the proclamation of the consummation mystery of
the body church: "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

Until now he was not allowed to proclaim this secret. First he himself had to be led to full manhood,
to spiritual maturity in Christ. And furthermore, the listeners had to be promoted so far that they
could bear these high revelations without harm.

The believer can take a threefold position towards suffering, depending on the degree of his growth
and spiritual maturity:

a) the position of suffering-shyness (carnal-reluctant),
b) the position of passive endurance (soul-suffering),

c) the position of positive suffering (spiritual-affirmative).

The flesh is shy of suffering. The still carnally minded believer - and that is all of us in the beginning!
- He avoids suffering, and where he cannot, he tries to get rid of it in the fastest way. The health
prayer movements of all continents, from the pagan sorcerer to the Christian science, prove it.

The suffering shyness of the flesh has a twofold reason. First of all, an external one. The flesh is weak
and can therefore bear little. Every pain and every suffering inhibits the flesh in its joy of existence.
For the flesh always seeks a gain of pleasure in some area of life and avoids everything that could
shorten this gain of burden. - But then sin dwells in the flesh. Every inhibition of the flesh through
suffering deprives sin of a piece of its breeding ground. For the flesh is the breeding ground of sin.
But suffering kills the flesh. When you boil milk, you kill the fermenting bacteria, and when you boil
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or fry meat, you kill the putrefying bacteria. And he who suffers in the flesh stands apart from sin.
Sin needs meat as a breeding ground. Without flesh, it no longer has a basis for existence in man. It
therefore fights for its own possibility of development when it stimulates the flesh to avoid all
suffering.

Thus, there is a community of interests of the flesh and sin. On both sides it is clearly directed against
the shortening of life possibilities by suffering. Therefore, the carnal man is always an enemy of
suffering, and also the carnally minded believer still is in the beginning of his life of faith. He still
carries the suffering-shy flesh in him. He has experienced the renewal in the spirit. But the body is
still dead because of sin. As little children in Christ, whose sins have been forgiven, we can still be
very carnal despite all the gifts of grace.

As we grow from the stage of infancy into the adolescence of faith, we gradually become ashamed
of snivelling and sensitivity and realize that carnal resistance to all trials of suffering is an alarming
lack of trust against God's right guidance of our lives. Therefore, we submit to suffering and accept
it as a divine necessity. But at this stage we usually feel it only as chastisement in the sense of
punishment for our wrong behavior and accept it like a half-mature young person, who is willing to
be educated, accepts some educational unpleasant measure.

This is already a great step forward on the way to spiritual maturity. But this is not yet insight into
the innermost essence of suffering. Being bent in the soul is not the final goal of education through
grace and the gospel. For the spiritual bowing down to suffering is still essentially ego-bound. Hand
in hand with this usually goes self-pity, which can often take on almost morbid forms. Those who
have had the opportunity to experience pastoral care in the circles of the children of God know that
there are countless true believers who suffer from depression and melancholy. This is not a reproach
at all, because we all go through this stage, and no less a person than our brother Paul wrote the
words: "The tribulations were so great that we despaired of life. But this stage is not the solution
and the final goal. It cannot yet be, because it does not yet grasp the positive of suffering. In Christ,
however, everything is pure "yes". Also the suffering!

To produce that holy joy of suffering requires insight into God's plan of salvation and the knowledge
of His whole counsel of love. When the spirit of taking away the covering, the spirit of revelation,
takes away the covering that veils for us the ultimate distant purposes of God, all suffering becomes
so small compared to the glory that is to be revealed in us that it no longer seems worthy enough
to us to be compared at all to the glory to come. This great hope and glory that lies ahead of us gives
us such strength that we do not tire and grow weary and feel all sufferings and tribulations as
something quickly passing light in comparison with the exuberant, eternal weight of glory.

Thus, the Son of God did not consider the disgrace of the cross as anything for the joy that lay before
Him. The Father, however, for whose sake the universe is, considered this way to be proper for
Himself. He thought it good, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the author of their salvation
perfect through suffering. (Heb 2:10)

Christ had to become man in order to suffer in the flesh; for among the three kinds of creatures,
man is the only one who bears both sides of creation in himself. The angels are ministering spirits.
The animals are libidinal flesh. Man alone has both: spirit like the spirit world and flesh like the
animal world. He carries within himself the tension between the two worlds, the visible and the
invisible, the world of spirit and the world of substance. This tension cannot be felt by an angel or
an animal, because these beings carry only one side of the cosmos within them. Therefore, Christ
did not take on the nature of the angels, but He, the Lord, who is the Spirit, became man with flesh
and blood.

The sufferings of the total creation can be felt and solved only by a being which carries both natures
at and in itself. And this is the human being!

To be human means: to be a fighter in the sufferings of the cosmos, but it also means: to become
the solver and lord set by God and expected by creation.
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Only a being who is tempted, tested and tried in everything can understand all and is able to help
those who are tempted. This applies first to the Lord Himself, the firstborn of the brethren; but then
also to the body church, which in the midst of the flesh bears the Spirit as the firstfruits and is
therefore also the bearer of hope for all creation. For all flesh shall see the salvation of God, and the
firstfruits in whom this salvation is manifested is the body church.

Whoever looks into these things begins to understand why Paul rejoices in the sufferings. He knows
that the whole universe is to be begotten into life, and that this begetting and the associated release
from all that is perishable and from all the bondages and inhibitions of the flesh, sin and death can
only be carried out by those who themselves have suffered through everything in the flesh and have
been released from everything.

Therefore, God calls to this ministry the most miserable and weak and vulnerable according to the
flesh. They feel the need of the flesh most keenly, and therefore, in their priestly service of the
Gospel, they can sympathize most intimately and mercifully in the solution of the whole creature.
But they must also, just as the firstborn became like the brethren in everything, be made like Him
in everything. Therefore, Paul wants to be formed into the likeness of His sufferings and death. He
considers everything else as loss, damage and excrement. And in all this he is the first in the line of
the body church and the example for all others who walk after him in this line.

Crowned is only the life that proved itself in the temptation and trial of the sufferings, and in them
was ready to lovingly complete itself in the sacrifice for the brothers.

Joy in suffering, however, is also the only testimony by which God is glorified pure and spotless
before the invisible world.

Satan suspected a Job, who was the most perfect and righteous and God-fearing man on earth in
his time, that his piety was only a calculation because he was doing so well. He made the claim
before God and all the angels that man is pious only as long as piety is rewarded.

In this assertion lies for God and the believer the lying assertion wanted by Satan that God is loved
by nobody for His own sake. The pious are only speculators on divine reward and maximum profit
and calculating beneficiaries of God's goodness.

But further behind it is the suspicion of God that He is without character. For God, as the omniscient,
must know this condition of man. If He nevertheless allowed that man is pious only out of calculation
and approaches Him only in expectation of a material success, He would be a poor self-deceiver
who could enjoy the questionable affection of His creatures only in the form of purchased love. But
thus He would fall as God under the judgment of His own word: "If a man would give all the wealth
of his house for love, he would only be despised." (Song of Songs 8:7)

God, however, owes it to Himself to prove before all beings that Satan's claim that no one loves Him
for His own sake is a lie.

God therefore allowed Satan to test Job. And Job passed the test. He confessed after everything was
taken from him: "The Lord has given, the Lord has taken away! The name of the Lord be praised!
(Job 1:20-22)

God was found pure when Satan wanted to suspect and judge Him. But Job's piety was also proven
to be pure. His praise of God out of the depth of suffering had silenced the enemy and the vengeful.
Similar confessions in suffering were also made by other believers: "Nevertheless, | always remain
in You! Though my body and soul languish, yet Thou art always my heart's comfort and my portion!
(Ps. 73, 23. 26)

In the same vein is the confession of the apostle Paul:
"Now I rejoice in sufferings!"

At the end of this section, let us briefly summarize the essential sides of suffering:

a) Suffering releases us from the flesh, i.e. from all bonds that are connected with
our creaturely position, especially from the bondage of sin. (1 Petr. 4, 1)
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b) Suffering makes us merciful and compassionate and thus enables us to serve Godly
as king priests one day. (Heb 2:18)

c) Suffering makes us proven and lets us prove that our faith is genuine and
purposeful. (Rom. 5, 4)

d) Suffering makes one perfect, fully equipped for every good work. (2 Tim. 3, 17)

e) Suffering creates a good conscience, and only such a conscience is able to preserve
the mystery of the gospel. (1 Tim. 3, 9)

f) Suffering brings about perseverance so that we do not weaken and fail before the
goal, but bring the course of faith to its full end. (Rom. 5, 3)

g) Suffering teaches obedience and is the most genuine proof of our sonship, because
in suffering love is perfected in sacrifice. (Hebr. 5, 8)

h) Suffering brings about glory and is thus the divine means of crisis and education to
the high nobility of co-regency. (2 Cor. 4:17)

i) Suffering is the only completely pure worship in which the name of God is glorified
and through which the enemy is silenced. (Job 1 and 2)

j) Suffering is for the promotion of the gospel. The blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the church. (Phil. 1, 12)

k) Suffering is the crucible for the individual and the whole community. In suffering,
the unfaithful separate themselves from the church. (Luk 8, 13)

[) Suffering is for the glorification of Christ, who is highly exalted by the proving of
our faith. (Phil. 1, 20)

m) Sufferings are the marks of honor of the church of Christ Jesus. (Eph. 3, 13)

n) Suffering is the most sublime testimony the church can give to the cosmos. (Eph.
3, 10)

o) Suffering is the best testimony for the believer himself that he is on the right path
and lives godly. (2 Tim. 3, 12)

p) Suffering is the deposit of co-glorification. (Rom. 8, 17)
g) Suffering is the prerequisite for co-regency. (2 Tim. 2, 12)

r) Being made one with Christ in the likeness of His sufferings and death is the
precondition for reaching the full goal that God has with our present life: the
completion of the course of faith, the full measure of spiritual maturity, the grasping
of the prize of the calling: the exanastasis, the resurrection from the dead, the
continuing resurrection in the likeness of His resurrection. (Phil. 3, 10. 11)

2. vicarious suffering for the body church

"Now [ rejoice in my sufferings for you, and in my flesh | make up for what is still lacking in the

tribulations of Christ for His body, which is the church."

Most believers suffer only their own little personal suffering. For the weight of the word: "One
carries the other's burden" they have no sense and no real understanding. Their will does not even
go in this direction, and mostly they have no strength to do so, because the love of the spirit is
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missing and only a spiritual love is present. God also does not test them about fortune. As long as
they still groan under their own sufferings, He does not impose on them the carrying of foreign
burdens nor last trials to suffer for the honor of His name and the perfection glory of His children.
In this latter sense, suffering is a privilege, a dignity, a gift of grace that is granted to only a few. Paul
writes to the Philippians about this: "For it has been given to you concerning Christ not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for Him, since you have the same struggle that you saw in me and
now hear from me". (Phil. 1, 29. 30)

The struggle of faith that Paul fights is a struggle of sufferings. 1t is only in them that faith is invented
in a proven way, both in its motives and in its goals. The motive is love for God, which learns
obedience from what it suffers. The goal is the sacrifice in which love is perfected and through which
it prepares the way for the brothers to reach the blessedness that is in Christ Jesus, together with
the aeonian glory associated with it. This is the perfecting glory of Christ and His church.

From these motives of his single-minded faith Paul testifies: "Therefore | endure all things for the
elect's sake, that they also may obtain the blessedness that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory." (2
Tim. 2:10)

If it is already difficult for the believer to rejoice in his own sufferings after realizing that they are
the divine fast-track to his own perfection, how much more difficult is it to rejoice in the sufferings
for others!

For this it is necessary that the high goals of calling and election have been revealed to the believer
beforehand. For the glory goal of being the outgoing organism for all promises, which is the task of
the body church in the coming eons (ages), no price is too high, no commitment too expensive, no
suffering too heavy. That is why Paul endures everything for the sake of the elect, so that many sons
will be prepared and completed for the glory task of the sons' church, and that is why he rejoices in
the sufferings for them!

Only the purposeful suffering has a meaning! And only the meaningful we are able to bear in the
long run. Under the senseless we become hopeless and despondent. The meaningful, however,
makes us hopeful and courageous. Only in this way can we joyfully walk the sacrificial path of love
and the path of faith obedience in suffering to the full goal and end.

'Now in what does the still lacking or deficient of Christ's tribulations for His body, the church,
consist?

And why did the Head leave these tribulations for His members?

In this suffering, why can one limb reimburse for other limbs?

And in what way can be reimbursed vicariously?

If anyone was qualified to answer this whole complex of questions, it was Paul! Set apart from his
mother's womb, his whole way of life before and after Damascus was a clear and distinct guidance
by the Lord and a very special special training by the Holy Spirit.

As a strict believer in the law, he was an enemy of Christ who was hanged on a tree. His hatred of
Christ was first revealed when, at the stoning of Stephen, he kept the clothes of the Christ-haters
and consented to the killing of this innocent man.

The sting he received there made him rage. Like a bloodthirsty wolf, snorting threats and murder,
he pursued the believers in Christ, the saints.

When the measure of his bloodguiltiness was full, the Risen Lord met him near Damascus and called
out to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" To the question, "Who are you, Lord?" he
receives the answer, "l am Jesus, whom you persecute!"

When one member suffers, all members suffer with it, and the head suffers the most, which always
feels the totality of all pain that is somehow inflicted on His body. Therefore, even today, every pain
of a member of the body affects the head, and forever it is said to Him, "Why do you persecute
me?"

Among these persecutors, Paul was the first and greatest. He knew that his hatred of Christ was a
far worse sin than any murder or theft, adultery or fornication. That is why he calls himself the
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greatest of all sinners. He had sinned against the head and persecuted the members who were still
on earth.

Now that the hatred of the Jews, his former comrades in the persecutions of the saints, is turned
against him, it is a holy joy for him, as the leading candidate of the persecuted, to be allowed to
absorb the main blow and to bear the general onslaught of hatred in the front line.

He knows only too well that flesh and blood are not the driving forces and powers in this struggle
of suffering. Satan stands behind Israel and agitates it. But also the whole cosmos lies in the evil one,
and the cosmocrators, the world rulers of this darkness, stir up the nations against the saints of God
just as Satan stirred up the Jews against Christ and His saints.

So it is not reconciliation sufferings for the sake of sin that Paul suffered, but persecution sufferings
for the sake of the righteous and the just and righteousness. The propitiatory sufferings could only
be endured by the pure, the sinless, the Son of God for sinners. But after a sinner has been cleansed
and justified and has become a saint, a set apart and consecrated one through the sealing with the
Holy Spirit, he may and must take part in the struggle of sufferings, which will continue until all
powers, forces and powers are done away with and the whole universe is subjected to Christ.
Christ, the Head, suffered for us for the sake of sin. In this suffering no creature could help Him.
Then He trod the winepress alone and cried out, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?"
But now we suffer with Him for the sake of establishing a complete righteousness. In this struggle
of sufferings He does not stand alone, but all His saints are His comrades-in-arms in it.

As already in the natural the fathers suffer and fight for the children, so also in the spiritual. Paul
endures the sufferings for his spiritual children with joy. And if we remember the martyrs of all times
- we only have to remember Traugott Hahn -, true, faithful shepherds have always not left the sheep
to the wolves, but suffered and died with the flock and for the flock.

Because Paul was formerly a ravening wolf himself, a true Benjaminite, he was now prepared as a
blood-bought man to have his blood sprinkled as a drink offering over the service of the elect.
With all this, however, the meaning of vicarious suffering is far from exhausted. Many weak
believers cannot suffer and struggle and carry. The rule among the members of the body of Christ
is that the strong bear the weaknesses of the weak. Only eternity will fully reveal who on earth were
the silent burden bearers who allowed themselves to be led to the slaughter as His lambs just as
mutely as their head.

Paul was not a man of speech, as he himself testified and as his opponents accused him of doing in
order to disparage him in the church. But he was a man of suffering. And such people shape whole
communities and generations. This is truly apostolic mission. When the brilliant fireworks of speech
have long since died away and the popular speakers have been forgotten, it is said of the sacrificed
and their sacrifice: "Through this, though he died, he still speaks." (Hebr. 11, 4)

From this sacred sacrificial service of the members of the body, who, like their head Christ and their
human model Paul, lay themselves on the altar in conscious self-offering, the nascent and building
up and perfecting church receives those impulses which lead it to spiritual maturity, to the full
measure of the fullness of the Christ.

We receive the power to suffer through the spirit. But the tribulations themselves we suffer in the
flesh. Our weakest part is destined by God to overcome Satan through our sacrifice. God cannot
expose the adversary more completely than by showing him that we voluntarily offer up our poor,
suffering-shy flesh for the brethren.

Where this happens, Satan no longer makes an impression. His last means of terror, the threat of
suffering and death, remains ineffective on faith proven in suffering. Satan, the adversary, the
counter-effector, stands powerless before the faith and perseverance of the saints. It is precisely
through suffering that they have attained full communion with the Head and have come to maturity
as sons in the fire of suffering. They stand apart from sin because they suffer in the flesh. In their
suffering, the corruptible loses its weight and thus its power of seduction. In suffering and through
suffering, the clarity of the spirit becomes ever more unclouded and the authority ever greater, and
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the pursuit of the battle prize of vocation ever more intense and the maturation into the perfect
man ever more complete, and the testimony to fellow fighters ever more purposeful and fruitful,
so that they, too, line up in holy zeal in the battlefield for the final race. Is not all this worth the toil
and sweat? -

Are we also, you and |, gladly willing to make up in our flesh what is still lacking in Christ's tribulations
for His body, which is the church? -

Then let us also, with our brother and model Paul, consider everything that seemed to be gain for
loss because of the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, and forfeit everything and
consider it dirt, in order to win Him and be formed into the fellowship of His sufferings and death,
in order to win the battle prize of the calling - the out-resurrection, the exanastasis from the dead.
3. servants of the church according to the administration of God.

"...whose servant | have become according to the administration of God which is given me for you."
God has made for the fullness of time a purpose of the ages (eons), which aims to bring out the
mystery of His will. This mystery consists in bringing the universe under one head in the Christ, both
what is in the heavens and what is on earth.

This plan is led out according to economic aspects, i.e. according to such a perfect method that God
achieves a maximum (= maximum) of effect and glory in the whole universe with a minimum (=
minimum measure) of work and suffering in the world events.

Within this plan, which includes a series of subsections for the nations, for Israel, and for the body
church, all of which will be fulfilled in the time God has set aside for it, also has its place the great
mystery entrusted to Paul after Christ was rejected by Israel and likewise Israel was set aside for the
time of the nations.

Paul received by revelation of Jesus Christ the commission to preach among the nations (= the
Gentile peoples) the unfathomable riches of the Christ, while the twelve under the leadership of
Peter had the task to preach among Israel the gospel of the circumcision.

A blurring of these two lines, God's message to the foreskin and God's message to circumcision, was
clearly rejected by the efficacy of the Holy Spirit at the Apostles' Council in Jerusalem.

When Peter gave in to the pressure of the Jewish Christians, who were all baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ, but soon again strongly emphasized the Jewish-legal nature and pushed it into the
foreground, so that he together with Barnabas was carried away to hypocrisy, Paul resisted him in
Antioch, because he had fallen prey to the judgment. Paul knew what a relapse into Jewish legalism
meant. Every person who is circumcised is obliged to keep the whole law. Christ is of no use to him
anymore. He has fallen from grace and separated from Christ.

This is what makes all external forms and actions a mortal danger the moment they are used without
faith in the deception that they work in and for themselves. Then they are no longer an expression
of faith, but more dangerous than the pagan fetish service and the sorcery of the medicine men.
One does not come to the body of Christ by any external ceremony, neither by circumcision nor by
water baptism, but by God Himself sealing the believer with the Holy Spirit and baptizing him into
the body of Christ. "For in one Spirit also were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free, and were all made to drink into one Spirit." (1 Cor. 12:13)

The reception of the spirit is bound to faith, but not to external creaturely actions such as
circumcision or baptism. But no one may deny the water of baptism to those who have received the
Holy Spirit.

The body church is the first salvation body, which carries the spirit, since humans live on earth. Thus
it is a partaker of the divine nature, i.e. of the divine race. God did not leave the addition to this
Christ body to any creature, but He Himself baptized us all into one body through one Spirit. What a
calling and a service it is to be there for this Christ-organism, to be a servant of the church, which is
His body! And this is exactly what Paul was! And this service alone corresponds to the
administration that God gave him in relation to the nations.
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Servants of the church, which is one spirit with the Lord, to which no one belongs who does not bear
this spirit!

Through one spirit to one body! This is the spirit and being community of the Christ body, the Christ
fullness.

Paul, as a minister, as a servant of Christ, wanted to be ready to be sprinkled as a drink offering over
the service of the faith of the church. He wanted to serve the gospel in a priestly way, not to
command in a domineering way. Do we want the same? -

If not, then we have not yet realized the glory of serving the saints!

All the five ministries appointed by God: Apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers,
serve to perfect the saints for the work of ministry. All present service in the church is preparing the
members of the body for their future service.

Paul performed all five ministries given to the church. All gifts were united in him, the pattern and
example of the whole church. He was an apostle of Christ Jesus by God's will. The Twelve also
recognize this and know him as the apostle of the uncircumcised over against their own ministry of
the circumcision. - Next, he was a prophet. His writings are all prophetic and attain their full measure
meaning and full fulfillment only through the future ministry of the body church in the coming eons,
to which they only want to instruct and complete us today. He is the greatest prophet of the New
Testament, and his vision reaches to the ends of the eons, to that goal point when God will be all in
all. - Paul was also indisputably the greatest evangelist of all times, who worked more than any
other, always breaking and cultivating new ground, but never treading on someone else's ground. -
As a shepherd of the church he was tender like a nurse, like a nurturing mother towards her little
child. How devoted was his service in Ephesus alone and how deep his pain when he had to leave
the flock there to others to feed! - In addition, he was the teacher of the nations in faith and truth.

As universal as his gifts and service assignments were, he also always saw his task as all-embracing.
He was never satisfied with a corner job. He always went to the front, whether it was in Jerusalem
with governors, high priests or King Agrippa, whether on the Areopagus in Athens or in the
Praetorium in Rome, - he always saw his mission in its entirety, to all nations in general and to all
saints in particular.

Paul was a servant of the whole church. No one knew as clearly as he that members must not be cut
off and separated from the body. The service of the body of Christ is always and constantly for all
members. Whoever sees his own service differently today is never and never a servant of the
congregation, but at best a servant of a church or a circle or some denomination, perhaps even only
a self-willed sect chief, no matter whether it is sectarianism within or outside a church or free church
or fellowship. Without love for all the saints, there is no true and divinely legitimate service to the
church and in the church of Christ Jesus. He who sees only his ecclesiastical sector is an ecclesiastical
sectarian; and he who sees only his extra-church sector is an extra-church sectarian! But sectarians
are both!

The unity of the church of Christ Jesus is the first priority of every true servant of the church, and he
puts all the interests of his person and his circle behind the overall interest of the body of Christ.
Where one acts otherwise, he is already a sectarian.

He who is a true servant of Christ, the head of the church, also hastens to serve the members of the
body as well as the head. For the head and the body are an inseparable unity. He who touches one
of the members touches the whole body and especially the head; and he who serves the body serves
the head and glorifies the head.

So let us serve both: the Head and His body in all its members!

4. the completion of the word of God

"...to make full (bring to its full measure, complete) the word of God."

According to the basic text, this word, so exceedingly important and significant, says that through
the proclamation of the mystery that then follows, the Word of God is brought to its pldrooma, its
full measure, its completion, its consummation.
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Prof. Adolf Schlatter remarks in his Bible work about this word: "Through the divine order, which
orders the course of mankind, he (Paul) got his ministry, which brings the help to the mankind living
beyond Israel. Through it, it was given to him to speak the divine word in its entirety. Now there is
nothing unfinished and no gap in it. It got its full continuance because the hitherto unknowable
counsel of God now became visible, through Paul, but not for him alone, but through him also to all
who belong to God."

The exalted Lord of His Church, the Head of the Body, revealed to the Apostle Paul the ultimate
purposes of the divine plan of salvation, by the revelation of which the Word of God was brought to
its full measure.

The Bible does not contain everything that God has to communicate. Rather, it is only a very thin
guide, adapted to the capacity of man. We are able to recognize even the basic lines of the divine
plan of salvation, which have been communicated to us, only step by step and as we grow, and are
not able to see everything at once. "For we recognize piecemeal, and we prophesy piecemeal. But
when the perfect shall have come, the piecemeal will be done away ... For now we see through a
mirror (or through a half-transparent pane) indistinctly, but then face to face. Now | see in bits and
pieces, but then | will see, just as | also have been seen." (1 Cor. 13:9-12) How little we know, for
example, from the eons that have gone before us! - And what will happen later in the coming eons
in detail is also not communicated to us. The scripture tells us that in the coming eons (world ages)
God will pour out all the riches of His grace upon us in goodness. But how or in what way or on what
occasions God will do this in detail remains veiled to us now. - Even of the history of the heavens
and their hosts, God has communicated to us only very few small excerpts, so as not to divide our
scattered minds even more. Above all, we can only take very few glimpses into the realm of
darkness, because the horrors of the underworld and the awfulness of the realm of the demons
would be unbearable for the fear-stricken human being. Father Béhmerle once said, "The most
frightening thing in my life were the direct glimpses into the realm of darkness." Yet this brother
had a pronounced gift for prophecy and was a mature child of God who was allowed to behold the
ultimate goals of the plan of salvation. What effect would such glimpses have on weak beginners or
on especially endangered minds?

The Lord Himself, during His life on earth, told the twelve, who were all in healthy and hardening
professions as fishermen and sailors, and who for three years as disciples of the Prince of Peace
were inwardly prepared for their spiritual profession: "I still have many things to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now."

The Spirit of God alone knows what is in God, and therefore only the Spirit is able to guide us into
the whole truth. He also gives us the ability to receive and bear what He has revealed without harm.
That is why the Lord also emphasizes: "... You cannot carry it now. But when that One, the Spirit of
truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth."

After the Spirit was poured out, the disciples were also able to bear the fact that in their time the
kingdom was not restored to Israel. When the exalted and glorified Lord revealed to Paul all that He
had not yet been able to say to the preceding generations, the Twelve also received the spiritual
strength to bear the displacement of Israel in the present time of grace and to testify that it was not
Israel's turn in the present time, but an elect congregation from the nations. Only after their
completion and the Rapture will the Lord come again with all His saints and build up the ruined
tabernacle of David, so that then the Gentile nations will also be blessed through Israel's ministry.
(Acts 15:14-17)

This elect church from all nations (including all Jews who have become believers in the present time)
is the main content of the revelations given to Paul, the apostle to the nations.

The body of Christ, the elect church from all nations, forms the full measure of Christ, His pldrooma,
His fullness, His completion. Not in the sense that Christ as a person still needs any completion. How
could He, in whom the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, need the assistance of His own
creatures! But God's plan of love - the purpose of the eons, which He conceived in Christ - is to lead
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the members of the body to divine greatness and then to let them participate in the execution of all
God's thoughts and promises.

For this purpose, the body church should and must be introduced to the plan of God, the purpose
of the eons, so that it recognizes its future task. At the same time, however, it must also be
transformed into the nature of Christ Jesus, so that it is able to carry out the tasks assigned to it,
because these cannot be accomplished with creaturely means. God's plans and thoughts can only
be realized in His power and with His means. Flesh and blood are no good for such purposes.
Therefore, all members of the body must be transformed into spiritual personalities of divine
greatness and filled with all God's fullness, so that they can help as God's co-workers in all coming
eons to bring His work to completion.

These purposes of God with His image, the man whom He has appointed as the future ruler over all
things, form the content of the mystery through whose revelation God has completed His Word.
The guarantee that the unfathomable richness of the Christ in us will also be fully revealed and
presented in essence consists in the fact that the Christ Himself and truly dwells in us. He unfolds
Himself in all the members of His body in such a way that He fills them with His spiritual being until
they are all like Him.

Therefore, this is the way to realize the divine high purpose in and with each and every member of
the church:

Christ in you - the hope of glory!

Since there is nothing greater in the entire plan of God's salvation, in the purpose of the eons, in the
plan of the ages, than this: to fulfill the creature to the full measure of God, the revelation of the
glorified Christ to Paul that God achieves this goal with us, in that the Christ Himself takes up
residence in us and transforms us according to spirit and soul and body and completely renews us
in His own image, represents the highest thing that God has to say to us in and through Christ.
Therefore, with the revelation of this goal of God's perfection and the way to it, the Word of God is
also brought to its full measure and completed. Beyond this revelation of the divine high goal, there
is nothing more. He is not able to raise us higher than God Himself. To be like Him is the highest
hope, the hope of glory. But this hope is generated and brought about in us by the revelation of this
mystery.

Praised, blessed, blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the
midst of the heavenly ones!

5. the secret that had been hidden until then now revealed to the saints

"...the mystery which has been hidden from the ages (eons) and from the generations (generations),
but now is revealed to His saints."

The promises of the New Testament clearly have the goal: In the present time, an elect church from
the nations, which is His body; after that, the kingdom church from Israel, which is His wife.
Regarding the election and calling of Israel, there was full clarity from time immemorial, i.e. from
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Israel was to be the mediator of blessings for the nations. The prophets
of the Old and New Testaments confirm this again and again. Israel is the chosen people who are
not counted among the nations. It will also never be counted among them as a people, because
God's gifts of grace and callings are incalculable. In the case of Israel, only the immediate
establishment of the Kingdom, which was expected from His disciples and the believers of His time
at the first coming of the Lord, was postponed until the second coming of the Lord. But nothing has
changed in the calling - i.e. in the task assigned to Israel among the nations. Only that everything
will be led out much greater and more glorious than the disciples expected at that time.

At the Lord's first coming to this earth, He received the fleshly body of lowliness prepared for Him
by the Father, at which He Himself broke out in rejoicing. "Therefore, when He comes into the world,
He says, "Sacrifice and burnt offering You did not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me." At
the second coming to this earth He appears in the spirit body of glory, which the Father now prepares
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for Him in His saints, and which the Lord calls forth before His coming to unite in the air with the
members of His body. The saints are the glorious riches of His inheritance, which the Father gives
Him in advance as a reward for His sorrows. Together with them, He will then be revealed in glory,
so that on that day the Head will be glorified in all His saints and admired in all those who have
believed.

That God would form His Son, apart from the fleshly body of lowliness which He received from Israel,
a spiritual body of glory made up of living members of the chosen nations, was not revealed to men
before the Son's ascension to the Father and His glorification by the Father.

Rather, God concealed in Himself the greatest and most glorious things that He had devised in His
unfathomable wisdom before the eons, before the world was and before there was time . And just
this wisdom of God, which was kept secret until then, He determined already before the eons for
our glory.

No eye ever saw anything of this glory of the body church. No ear ever heard anything of it. No one's
heart ever had an inkling of what God in His wisdom has prepared in advance in glory for those who
love Him, who are called according to purpose. But He has revealed it to us through His Spirit. And
this Spirit searches all things, even the depths of the Godhead. And those who receive Him know
the things that are given to them by God, and judge all things.

For this very reason, the exalted Lord, the Head of His Body, tells us through the Holy Spirit that the
members of the Body are stewards of the mysteries of God. Whoever rejects this glory service on
the grounds that he is not God's secret council, can in no way excuse this lack of obedience of faith
with the word of God. For Scripture expressly says, "For this we are counted: ministers of Christ, and
stewards (administrators) of the mysteries of God." (1 Cor. 4:1)

If God Himself appoints us as stewards of His secrets and gives us His Holy Spirit to guide us into all
truth and into all depths of God, so that we know the things that are given to us by God, then it is
simply unbelief and self-will if God's co-workers do not want to be confidants of His secret plans and
intentions and even claim this for humility. We have not chosen Him, nor are we able to determine
our position in the body of Christ, but He has chosen us and appointed us to the profession which,
according to His eternal plan, we are to exercise for the salvation of others.

What then rises in your heart when the Scripture tells you that God has kept hidden from angels
and men until then the most glorious thing that He conceived, so that now He may reveal to us this
secret hidden from the eons, so that we, as sons, may know what the Father created us for
beforehand?

Does such an inner vision into the holiest depths of the Godhead make you arrogant? - Does it not
rather make you shiver in reverent awe and childlike admiration before the greatness and
omnipotence of God's love? - And does it not bend us to the dust when we think of our origin
according to the flesh, of all our weakness and folly and all that is base and despised and our
nothingness, our nothingness, and then look at the love that God showed toward us when He gave
the Son of love for us while we were still enemies and sinners? - Does not such goodness lead us to
repentance? -

Whom the goodness of God does not lead to repentance (= change of mind, change of heart), no
other power will bring him to shame. For in judgment one may well be bent and humbled and
broken without thereby recognizing the inner nature of the judge and loving Him; but goodness puts
us to shame and makes us realize that God thinks and acts greater than man. Thus it changes our
way of thinking about God, and this change of mind is called repentance in Scripture.

Therefore, child of God, consider what it is that God has entrusted to you and to me and to all His
saints that which He kept hidden in Himself in the ages before and did not make known to any
generation living before the ascension and glorification of Christ!

But now reveal His Holy One!

"Saints" does not mean that they are sinless by themselves. If, for example, in the Millennial
Kingdom, it is written on the bells of the horses in Jerusalem and on the cooking pots: "Holy to the
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Lord", this does not mean sinless cooking pots or sinless horses, but refers to things that are
withdrawn from other ordinary, profane use and are consecrated to the service of the Lord.

To "sanctify" something means to separate it from the service of the world and to consecrate it for
the service of the spirit, i.e. for the service of God.

The saints of God are therefore people who were once dead in transgressions and sins, who did
their own will and the will of Satan and thus stood in the service of unrighteousness, but who are
now washed in the blood of the Lamb of God, who bought them for God and consecrated them to
Him for ownership and service. Saints are therefore set apart from the world and consecrated to
God.

Consider, child of God: So that God does not profane His hidden secret, He has bought you
beforehand and consecrated and chosen you for Himself before the foundation of the world, that
you should be holy and blameless, and in love has predestined you to sonship for Himself, that you
should be something to the glory of His grace! (Eph. 1, 4-6) And therefore Paul writes all this not to
the world nor to any religious community, but to the saints and faithful!

Let us stand worshipping before Him who opened up such depths of wisdom and such heights of
glory to His church, so that the saints may now know all His counsel and His purpose and His secret
will and walk purposefully as fellow workers with God!

To the extent that we are exercised here in faith in these things, to that extent we are also allowed
to help in their implementation for once.

Therefore, let us not despise this offer of grace and glory from God, but let us buy out the time, so
that our whole being may be filled with eternalness and glory, so that we may not only be saved like
a fire from the fire, but may have a rich entrance into the kingdom of heaven!

6. God's will to reveal

"...to whom God wanted to make known..."

All life pushes toward the light. Yes, life is the light. And just as light is not obscured even by darkness,
but shines all the brighter and is recognized far and wide, so also a city that lies on the mountain
cannot remain hidden, and likewise also life cannot remain unveiled, because its urge goes towards
the light and towards the revelation of itself.

As long as God remains in His hiddenness, no creature knows anything definite about Him. All our
groping search for the unknown God, to whom the Athenians built an altar under this name, is the
attempt of the creature to feel and find Him somehow.

This search of the creature for God is what we call religion. In the simplest terms, religion is what
the creature thinks about God and what it does to connect with God.

However, man's asking for God is not yet God's answer to him, but only the groping search of the
creature for his origin, his creator. In the way of thinking, moreover, fallen man cannot recognize
God. For the thinking of unregenerate man comes from a sense of thought (Greek: nous) corrupted
by sin. The light of man went out when Adam sinned. But the fallen man has neither God's kind and
nature nor His divine fullness, His full measure, His fullness. From his state of death it is impossible
for him to put himself into the divine life and to comprehend the essential, the divine-spiritual.
The thinking faculty of fallen man is but a smoldering wick compared with that state of light and
illumination which he possessed before the fall. At that time, when in Adam still burned the brightly
shining flame of the spirit, of that God-spirit breathed into him, of which the Scripture says: "The
spirit of man is a lamp of Jehovah, searching all the chambers of the body", man was able to see
through the essence of the animals which God brought to him, that he might see what he called
them. This introspection into the essence of things was lost to man and is still diminishing from
generation to generation due to the prevalence of sin.

This extinguishing of the divine spirit light in man and the atrophy of the sense of thinking to a
smoldering wick and the loss of the introspection into the essence of things, the prophetic gift of
the former priest-king man, constitute precisely what the Scriptures understand by it, that we are
prodigals who have lost almost all the values they once possessed. Man is in truth a prodigal son
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who has squandered his possessions. If we were able to comprehend the magnitude of our loss, we
would go insane and be more desperate than a person who speculated away a million-dollar fortune
overnight. - Therefore, nothing is more necessary for the believer today than to regain the gift of
prophecy, the spiritual introspection, the gift of prophecy. Paul says about this: "Strive for love; but
strive for spiritual gifts, rather, that you may prophesy!" Without this gift it is impossible to recognize
the task of the church for the present time and for the coming eons.

The inability of the creature to understand God or to approach Him does not prevent Him to
approach the creature and to make Himself known and revealed to him. Just as a mother is not
hindered by the inability of her only a few days old infant, who is not yet able to acquire food or to
clean himself, to give all this to the child and to take care of it, the Creator is not hindered in His will
to reveal Himself by the weakness and inability of His creatures. God is life, and life cannot remain
hidden in the long run. It wants and must make itself manifest.

The revelation of God cannot be made by any creature, for no one has ever seen God. Who will
make Him known, who will reveal Him?

This can only be done by an uncreated being, a being equal to God, who is God himself and is with
God, and who from the beginning was directed in everything towards Him in complete oneness.
This One, who is in the bosom of the Father, who is God from God, begotten of the Father Himself
before the world was, and filled by Him with all His fullness of God, is alone able to fully reveal the
Father and make Him known to us.

"No one has ever seen God. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has made
Him known to us." (John 1:18)

This only begotten already revealed the forerunning truths to the prophets through His spirit. Then
He came into the flesh and, as the Son of love, represented the essence of the Father, love. And
after His exaltation and glorification, He revealed from heaven the final perfection purposes of God
in the purpose of the eons.

The invisible one wanted to become visible! And when the Word became flesh, we saw His glory!
And when the Son was glorified, He took us up to God's glory. And the Father of glory gave us to the
Son as the glorious riches of His inheritance, and revealed to us His secret wisdom, which He hid from
the eons for our glory, and gave us the Spirit of glory, even His own glory, that we might be something
to the praise of His glory, and be strengthened with power according to the riches of His glory, that
we might proclaim with authority the gospel of the glory of the blessed God.

After the fall of Adam in paradise, God had clothed His disgraced image of God, man, with skin and
fur skirts and covered the shame of his nakedness. For thousands of years God had to wait until
again a man walked over this earth, who deserved this name and was in truth His image and likeness
and therefore a revealer and proclaimer and actor and revealer of God.

Man, Greek anthroopos(from: an = up, trepoo = turn, turn, optomai = see, look, shine), means: one
who looks up, one who shines up, one who shines up!

God wants the same glory to shine forth from our face that already shines forth from the face of
Jesus Christ. Therefore, He has shone into our hearts the light of the knowledge of God in the face
of Christ, so that all of us, beholding the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, may be transformed
in the same image from glory to glory (Luther: from clarity to clarity) as through the Lord, the Spirit.
The bliss of God over the firstborn is so great that He knows no higher pleasure than to have many
such sons and to bring them all to equal glory. But to the sons, the saints and beloved, He can
withhold nothing of what has moved and filled His deepest heart for eons with the will to save and
the desire for glory. They should also know the last and deepest things, know them completely,
know them in full measure, in order to reach all the riches of the full certainty of the understanding
of His mystery, in which all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden.

If the Lord says to Abraham already on the first leaves of the Scriptures: "How could | hide from
Abraham what | want to do?" and lets us say through the prophet: "The Lord, Jehovah, does nothing,
unless He (before) has revealed His secret to His servants, the prophets", how much more does all
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this apply also to the coming of the Son of God into the flesh and His glorification at the right hand
of the Father!

God wanted to make known, wanted to reveal Himself, and He wanted to make it known to those
whom He calls His saints and beloved ones, whom He called out of the world and sin and darkness
and death beings for Himself, in order to show in them as the first-fruits models the whole
longsuffering of His grace and to present the whole wealth of His glory.

In paradise, when the Holy Spirit had not yet been poured out on man and man was therefore not
yet made fit and able to share in the inheritance of the saints in light, God still had to withhold and
forbid him the enjoyment of the fruit of the tree of knowledge.

At that time, when recognition still meant sin and death for man who had not yet been led to the
ability to recognize and spiritually procreate, the serpent tempted man to recognize.

Today, when the knowledge of the essential God and His Son Jesus Christ is and brings life, Satan,
by disguising himself as an angel of light, tries to prevent us from recognizing with all means of
dazzling and deception, in order to hold us back from life and the increase of life.

He who believes has life, but knowledge is life. Therefore, knowledge should follow faith. "We have
believed and have known!" This is the healthy way of biblical maturation and divine growth.
Therefore Paul prays in Ephesians "that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may
give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation (= taking away of shells) for (or:in) the knowledge of
Him".

Our love should overflow in knowledge and all insight. Only through this will we receive spiritual
discernment and be filled with the fruit of righteousness.

Paul does not stop praying for the church to be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding, to walk worthy of all good pleasure, growing in every good work and
bearing fruit through the knowledge of God.

Yes, the great struggle of his life is to lead the saints to all the riches of the fullness of understanding,
to the knowledge of the mystery of God, in which are hidden all the treasures of the wisdom and
knowledge of God.

Love - knowledge - fruit, these are already in the natural the three stages of life increase. It is the
same in the spiritual. Knowledge is the becoming one of two for the purpose of the procreation of
new life. "Adam knew his wife, and she gave birth." Knowledge or knowing is only the formal mental
perception; realization, however, is the essential becoming one in the spirit. This is exactly what
Satan wants to prevent!

If, then, God makes the riches of His grace overflow toward us in all wisdom and understanding,
making known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure, which He has set before
Himself for the administration of the fullness of times: to bring all things together under one head
in the Christ, that which is in the heavens and that which is on earth in Him, - how could we reject
this overflowing grace of His will to reveal? -

If God wants to make known to us His mystery of perfection, who are we to resist Him in this by
disdaining or even despising His will of revelation? -

Hereby we would despise the very thing that He provided for our glory before the eons were!

And how shall we answer for the bloodguiltiness of the brethren which we bring upon ourselves, if
we do not declare the whole counsel of God? (Acts 20:26, 27) -

God wants to make Himself known! Who may dare to prevent Him from doing so?

The revelation of Him who alone has immortality is the basis of our salvation and redemption and
sanctification and perfection; and the knowledge of the only true God and His Christ is life.

Those who oppose the knowledge of God are blocking the only source of life that exists for the world.
But we should rather be well diggers who, going through the valley of tears, make it a place of
springs. Such go from strength to strength and appear before God in Zion.

7. the richness of the glory of this mystery

"... which is the riches of the glory of this mystery. . .”
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The love of God and the fervor of His Spirit urged Him from the eons to make known to the saints
and beloved, the body members of the Christ, the Sons Church of God, which is the riches of the
glory of this mystery: "Christ in you, the hope of glory."

Indeed, also the heavens proclaim the glory of God, namely the creator greatness of the creator of
the world; and His ruling power and His wisdom are perceived by His works from time immemorial.
But this glory of the created is taken away again and passes away. The personal glory of God,
however, which is not created, but was always His own as an unchangeable nature of God and
remains so, cannot be represented in the way of creation, but only in the way of procreation.

An example from our field of experience will illustrate this.

If a sculptor reproduces his son in marble and creates this work so artistically flawless that every
observer says: "This is the boy as he lives and breathes!", then despite everything this work of his
hand has no life, but is and remains a mute, rigid and stony image. His boy, however, is not a work
of his hand, but one conceived in love. He carries the life of the Father in himself and is the walking
testimony that life is in the Father and that this life is also in his Son and that an increase of life has
taken place.

Before the coming of Jesus into this world, God was already working on His creatures, on angels and
men, on Israel and the nations. Great signs and wonders happened. But spirit-begotten firstfruits -
as the firstfruits of His creatures - did not exist before, and from no human body did streams of living
water flow, because the spirit of life from God was not yet there. But now that the Son is glorified
and has received the promise of the Holy Spirit from the Father, He can pour out this Spirit of life
into human hearts and thereby make them partakers of His being and divine nature.

Now the glory of the created, of the made with hands can be put away, because the imperishable
glory of God Himself is permanently present in the begotten.

This participation in the very nature of God through the begetting of the Holy Spirit and the
indwelling of the Christ in our hearts and the outworking of His full Sonship in usand our fulfillment
to the fullness of God, no human heart could even suspect before the revelation of this mystery.
What can surpass the richness of the glory of this mystery? - What more could God give us than all
His fullness of God? - The whole clarity of light and the glory of God, the whole fullness of life of the
Godhead, which is in Himself and also dwells in the glorified head Christ, shall be your and my part!
Nothing shall be withheld from us! Love does not seek its own and does not procure special
advantages for itself. The Father has given us everything in the Son!

But in order that we might know the things given to us by God, the exalted and glorified Head
instructed the apostle of the body church to pass on this consummation mystery of Christ's glory,
which He made known to him, to all the saints, to the whole church.

God wants to make it known to us that He is not content with bestowing a maximum of creaturely
glory on His sons, but that He has assigned His own divine glory, which first of all the firstborn of the
brethren had with Him before the time of the world, to us, so that then, when we are revealed with
the Son in glory, we may be like Him. We are to be perfect as our Father in heaven is perfect. The
glory of the Father is given to us in the Son, the pre-eternal glory of the unchangeable.

The glory of the state of the Son is the glory of the Father in the sons. God has intended nothing less
for us! Thus, in His sublime wisdom of God, He has set it before the eons in Himself and predestined
it for our glory.

An essential characteristic of glory is freedom. He who cannot do what he wants, or who already
cannot want or is not allowed to want because he is a slave of some power, has not yet felt a breath
of the spirit of the glory of freedom and the freedom of glory.

And vyet, this royal wanting and willing and accomplishing is the deepest longing of all created
creatures, for which they longingly look with their necks stretched out in front of them. For the
revelation of this freedom of glory and its representation in the sons of God, the entire creation has
been longing for millennia. And we ourselves also sighingly long for the completion of our sonship
position through the transformation of our lowly body into the state of spiritual corporeality. Only
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then, at the fullness-revelation of the Christ with the members of His full body, will the whole of
God's glory be revealed to us, and from then on, when the perfect will have come, we will be able
to recognize how we ourselves have been recognized. Having grown up to divine greatness, perfect
like the Father in heaven, we are able to bring the universe into life and to make all grow into the
Christ, who is the head. - Only then does the fullness of glory begin, which the Lord testifies to with
the words: "You will do greater things than | have done."

Until then we are, as being begotten into being, growing essentially becoming. Everything that is to
unfold in us and then to be revealed in full glory at His revelation, we already carry in us in essence,
since the one in whom the whole fullness of God dwells bodily is in us.

The Christ of glory in us, - this is the prepayment of God for the hope of glory and the pledge that it
will be fully fulfilled to us one day.

Germinally, everything is present and now the growth of God grows to divine greatness. And at His
revelation in glory, we are revealed with Him in glory and are then like Him.

Again and again one would like to exclaim in adoration: "What no eye has seen and no ear has heard,
and what has not entered the heart of man, God has prepared for those who love Him". (1 Cor. 2:9)
No eye saw even once the glory of our new body, which today is still hidden with Christ in God. Once
we receive it from Him, never before has the gaze of a creature touched it or stained and defiled it.
No angel and no devil looked upon the glory garment that we will once wear. And this new body is
as glorious as the glory body of the Son

And as it is with the body, which is a spiritual body of glory, so it is with everything else that belongs
to the position and nature of the sons.

Then we are like the queen of Sheba, when she went to Jerusalem on the rumor of the glory of
Solomon to convince herself of the truth of what she had heard. "When the queen of Sheba (=
Sheba) saw all the wisdom of Solomon (= the rich man of peace), and the house which he had built,
and the food of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the waiting of his servants, and their
clothing, and his cupbearers, and his stairway, on which he went up into the house of God, she was
beside herself, and said to the king: The word hath been truth, which | have heard in my land
concerning thy things, and concerning thy wisdom; and | believed not the words, until | came, and
mine eyes saw it. And behold, not half of it has been reported to me; you surpass in wisdom and
good the rumor that | have heard. Blessed are thy servants that stand continually before thee, that
hear thy wisdom! Blessed be Jehovah your God, who has pleased to set you on the throne of Israel!
Because Jehovah loves Israel forever, He has appointed you king to do justice and righteousness."
(1 Kings 10:1-9)

If this was already the case with an earthly king, how much more with the one whom God Himself
appointed king on His holy mountain! Yes, Christ is more than Solomon!

And as then an earthly queen desired to see the wisdom of an earthly model of the reign of Christ,
so today angels desire to look into the secret wisdom of God, which God Himself predestined before
the eons for our glory. Today the wisdom of God shall be revealed to greater princes in the church,
namely the princes of the cosmos, the "cosmokrators", the world rulers of this age.

Also, these powers behold today a more glorious house of the Lord than the one Solomon built for
Him. For the Most High does not dwell in temples made with human hands. Rather, He builds on
the foundation stone of Christ a dwelling place of God in the Spirit made of living stones.

Even if the food of Solomon's table was glorious, what is it compared to the food that does not
perish? What is it against the bread of God, which came down from heaven and gave life to the
world? - This alone is essential bread for the sons, bread of the Father, which He gives us so that we
may abide in Him. - On Solomon's table there were glorious goblets of gold, but none contained all
the blessings of God as contained in the cup of blessing that we bless and share among us, which is
the communion of the blood of the Christ. And the bread we break is the communion of the body
of the Christ.
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And what is the sitting of the servants of Solomon, even if their seats are so splendid and elevated,
compared to the position given to us? The Father has raised us up and made us sit in the heavenly
places (or in the midst of the heavenly ones).

And what is the waiting of His servants versus that of Christ's servants, who are stewards of God's
mysteries and co-workers with God?

If the garments of Solomon were not like the glory of the lilies of the field, what are they and those
of his servants compared to the garments of salvation with which the Father has clothed us and
which He will one day show us in glory? - When our body of lowliness, the earthly garment, is laid
aside, our new body, the house from heaven, with which we are clothed or clothed over, will be like
His body of glory.

Solomon's cupbearers distributed the wine that the Scripture says makes people's hearts glad. But
we have a better joy and at the same time we are co-workers of joy.

But the ascent on which Solomon went up into the house of God is only a faint image of that ascent
which the "Ascender from on high", the Christ, took when He ascended above all the heavens,
having previously descended into the lowest places of the earth. And when He arrived at the Father
above, He was greeted by Him as High Priest forever after the manner of Melchizedek, and was
invited by Him: "Sit at My right hand until I lay Your enemies at Your feet' footstool!" - And on the
same ascent the Lord Himself will lead us up at the Rapture of the Church.

If even then the Queen of Sheba was beside herself and exclaimed, "Not half has been told me!”,
what will it be like with us? -

0 What a depth of riches! What an exuberant glory!

Weak people, fragile earthen vessels, carry the holy glow of God's light within them and walk in the
power of the fire of His Holy Spirit, and have the fullness of life and majesty of His Christ within
them! This Christ, in whom all the fullness of God dwells bodily! This Christ, who as the only being
has ascended above all heavens and has seated Himself at the right hand of the Majesty on high in
that inaccessible light where God dwells - but where nothing created has access, unless first made
equal to God, in order to see Him as He is. This Christ, to whom nothing in the whole universe can
be compared in glory.

This Christ, in whom all fullness dwells, this Christ of glory dwells in us! And this Christ works in us
according to the power of God and according to the fullness of His glory.

Do you think, beloved brother of God, that we can immediately know the breadth and length and
depth and height of this love and the fullness of glory of this mystery in its entirety? - No, beloved
brothers, He has let us know all these things first of all, so that we may know the things that are
given to us by God. But He lets us know them bit by bit, because this fullness of life is experienced
as an essential possession according to the measure of its development in us. For "this is life eternal,
that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Him whom Thou hast sent, Jesus Christ".

8. the place of the proclamation: among the nations

"among the nations..."

When the Lord passed over this earth in the body of lowliness, He came in the flesh from the seed
of David. The wise men (magicians, astrologers) from the east recognized Him as the King of the
Jews. His disciples confessed, "You are the King of Israel!" The pagan Pilate had the words written
over the Lord's cross, "King of the Jews." And the Lord Himself refuses His disciples to go on a way
of the Gentiles, since He was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

So faithfully did He keep the covenant with His chosen people Israel, although they in turn had
broken this covenant so often. Israel, His wife, had committed spiritual adultery and whored after
other gods. Nevertheless, He did not dismiss His wife because He hates dismissal. Rather, He did
everything to speak to His wife's heart so that she would return to Him.

But Israel did not want. Finally, the Lord lamented His unfaithful people: "How often have | wanted
to gather you together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings; but you have not wanted ...
You will not see me from now on, until you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord"."
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Israel rejected its king and had Him crucified. But death dissolves a marriage. Now the Lord had no
more covenant obligations to Israel. From His death, the blessing of Abraham could go out to the
nations.

Before the Lord's death on the cross and the breaking of the covenant thereby sealed by Israel, the
Lord was bound to Israel by His covenant and His sworn promises. Any going out to serve in the way
of the nations would have been unfaithfulness against Himself and against His order to His people
Israel. Therefore He also speaks to the Canaanite woman the hard word: "It is not fine to take the
bread of the children (= Israel) and throw it before the little dogs (= nations)." Only when she
confesses that she has no claim to the fulfillment of a promise, but that she knows that He as Lord
over all is so rich that after the legal fulfillment and satisfaction of Israel's claims, there still remains
grace enough to make a Gentile full of the falling pieces, He helps her and admires her faith. Had
she claimed anything, He should not have helped her, since He was still bound to Israel at that time
and had no mandate to the nations. Thus, He could not serve the woman in the way of law, but only
in the way of grace. Only His death freed Himself from the legal bond to Israel and opened the way
to carry God's message of joy to the nations.

How painful it was for the Gentiles before that they were excluded from the sanctuary of Israel and
had to hear: "The stranger who comes near shall be put to death! On the soil of Israel there was no
right to the sanctuary for the Gentiles under the Law Covenant. The calling of the apostle Paul to
the nations therefore took place outside the borders of Israel at Damascus.

The Gentiles had neither the covenant of circumcision nor citizenship nor access to the sanctuary.
They had no hope based on divine promises and were without God in the world, i.e. they had no
connection with Him because they had no covenant, no contract, no testament. (Eph 2:11-22)

In the next chapter, Paul tells us that this is why he is a bound of Christ for the nations, to proclaim
among the nations the unfathomable riches of the Christ.

He was a prisoner of the nations because he was a prisoner among the nations (in Rome) for the
sake of his message to the nations.

Before Paul went to Rome, he explicitly testified in his last responsibility before King Agrippa and
the governor Festus that he had taught nothing until then (literally: until this day) except what the
prophets and Moses had also prophesied, namely that the Christ (= Messiah) should suffer, and that
He should be the first to proclaim light through resurrection of the dead, both to the people of Israel
and to the nations. And to the Corinthians he writes in the great resurrection chapter that his gospel
testifies to the two facts that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that He rose
again on the third day according to the Scriptures. The Scriptures of that time were the Old
Testament, Moses and the Prophets.

But from Rome he writes that now, after it was revealed to him by revelation, he proclaims to the
nations the mystery that had not been made known until then.

It was a long and hard way of education until God had prepared the apostle to the nations for the
complete proclamation of the fullness gospel.

Although the Lord had already made it known to Ananias in Damascus that Paul, this chosen armor,
this divine vessel of election, was to bear the name of the Christ to the nations, as well as before
kings and sons of Israel, Paul first went into the synagogues of the Jews.

In Jerusalem, where he had returned from Damascus, the Lord appears to him once again in a vision
and tells him to quickly go out of Jerusalem, since they would not accept his testimony of Christ
there. Unambiguously and clearly the final words are: "Go, for | will send you far away to the
nations." (Acts 22:17-21)

Following this, the Holy Spirit speaks to the prophets and teachers of the assembly in Antioch: "Now
set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which | have called them!" So they fasted and
prayed, and when they had laid hands on them, they dismissed them. They then, sent forth by the
Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. And when they were in
Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews.

Page - 22



So: Despite the clear command of the Lord, Paul's heart is so strongly attached to his brethren
according to the flesh that he cannot detach himself. Still in Romans 9:1-5 he testifies that he wants
to be removed (or hurled away) from Christ with a curse for his brothers, his relatives according to
the flesh.

The 13th chapter of Acts further tells us how Paul and Barnabas came to the other Antioch in Pisidia
on their journey. There they also went to the synagogue on the Sabbath, where they gave a clear
testimony of the resurrection. But already a week later, when they spoke there on the next Sabbath,
their testimony was rejected. Then Paul and Barnabas used great frankness and said: "To you it was
necessary that the word of God should be spoken first; but because you reject it and do not consider
yourselves worthy of eternal life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles"' But the Jews aroused the
worshipping noble women and the foremost of the city and aroused persecution against Paul and
Barnabas and drove them out of their borders.

A great persecution then also arose in Iconium, so that Paul and Barnabas had to flee to Lystra.
Lystra means "solution city". There the separation of the apostle of the nations from his brothers
according to the flesh, the Jews, took place in a terrible way. The Jews persuaded the crowds and
stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city. There they left him for dead. But when the disciples
surrounded him, he got up and went into the city. But the next day he went on and finished his first
missionary journey, returning to their starting point at Antioch. But they reported to the assembly
that God had opened a door of faith to the nations.

What patience God had to exercise to free His faithful servant Paul from the bonds of flesh and
blood and set him on the way to the nations, so that he could finally begin to fulfill his actual mission:
to bring salvation to the nations. But much educational work was still necessary to make Paul
completely free for this mission, until he was finally chained up by the Lord for the completion of
his missionary task and could write from the prison at Rome: "I, Paul, the bound of Christ Jesus for
you, the nations."

After being so painfully loosed from his natural blood ties to Israel in Lystra, the city of ransom, he
could at least testify that God had opened a door to the nations. But this was far from being the
revelation of the consummation mystery of the body church, nor the unfathomable riches of the
glory of the Christ.

In order to complete the Word of God, he had to get completely away from Asia and into the West,
in order to attain there in Rome, the world capital, completely detached from Judaism, imprisoned
among the nations, the final degree of maturity and the full revelation of glory, which he then
announced in full measure as the Gospel of Glory to the believers of the nations in his last letters.
Before this could happen, the solution in Lystra had to be followed by the apostolic council in
Jerusalem, because Paul, before he fulfilled his new commission and henceforth brought the
message of salvation to the nations, had to receive the testimony from the Twelve that the same
Lord, from whom he had received his commission directly, had also given them directions to
recognize and acknowledge this commission. They were to testify that in the present time of
salvation it was not Israel’s turn as the bearer of salvation, but the elect congregation from the
nations. Only in this way could the unity of the spirit be preserved. Otherwise there would have
been two fighting missions.

Peter and the others were prepared for this ministry of recognition, especially by Peter's experience
in Acts 10, where he recognized, "What God has cleansed, do not make common!" Then, when the
guestion of the church of the nations was discussed in Jerusalem, he was able to say, "Brethren, you
know that God chose me among you long ago, that through my mouth the nations should hear the
word of the gospel and believe. And God, the knower of hearts, bore witness to them, giving them
the Holy Spirit, even as He did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, purifying
their hearts by faith."
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After this important chapter comes in chapter 16 the instruction from the Lord himself to henceforth
no longer speak the word in Asia (i.e. the Roman province of Asia Minor), to which Jerusalem
belonged, but to come over to Macedonia to henceforth preach salvation to the nations in Europe.
This moment, when Paul stepped on the soil of Europe in Philippi, was the birth of the western
church and thus the beginning of the pure nation work and the nation church.

Only now Paul is at the place of the announcement of the secrets entrusted to him. From Philippi he
carries the message of Christ through Greece. But in spite of the outer solution, the inner one was
not yet fully accomplished. In Corinth, he went back to the synagogue. Yes, he preached there with
such restraint that he concealed his real mission from the Jews until Silas and Timothy followed him
from Macedonia. Then he could no longer hold back, but was urged by the presence of the two
fellow witnesses to proclaim the whole message of salvation. But when the Jews contradicted and
blasphemed, i.e. cursed the name of the Lord (see 1 Cor. 12:3: "Curse Jesus!"), Paul shook out his
clothes against them and said to them: "Let your blood be on your head! I am clean! From now on |
will go to the nations!"

But the Lord confirms this decision of His messenger by a face, and Paul now goes from one station
of suffering to another, as the last ten chapters of the Acts of the Apostles tell us, until he finally sits
in prison in Rome as a prisoner of the Lord, a bound of Christ Jesus, awaiting his execution.

But all this, which to us national believers today often seems like a weakness in Paul, that he let
himself be detached from his people only with such difficulty and that he fulfilled the commission
given to him by the Lord only slowly and step by step, is just the other way round the proof of highest
faithfulness and the clearest testimony of the struggle for a good conscience, which we possess in
the world at all. Only the one who suffers the pain of conscience to the limit of what is bearable,
before he goes new ways, which are confirmed to him again by the Lord afterwards, is a God-sent
one. However, all those who try to assert themselves in a self-willed manner and place their own
thoughts and special teachings in the foreground and carelessly leave the fellowship with their
brethren and break off the bond with the congregation are sectarians and gypsy Christians. They
prove just by this that they have no mission.

The mystery of faith can be preserved only in a good conscience. He who pushes away his good
conscience suffers shipwreck in the faith.

Only the believers who inwardly go through similar guides can understand Paul's struggle, or that of
a Luther and other witnesses, who for the sake of the gospel gave up their necks and lives and dared
everything for it. Special missions are balanced by special sufferings, so that man remains in holy
equilibrium. Otherwise, he exalts himself of the high revelations granted to him. That is why even a
Paul had to endure a Satanic angel as a counterweight. All of this, as well as all abuse and suffering
of any kind, are the hallmarks of true apostleship. And the apostle of the nations did not lack such.
Rather, in this he surpassed all others who were apostles before him and in the Israelite line.

Just as His Lord and Head, though He was Son, learned obedience by what He suffered, so also Paul,
the slave of Christ Jesus, learned obedience by what he suffered. And he suffered from both sides.
Not only the Jews brought him to the point of stoning and imprisonment; also the nations, to whom
he offered salvation and suffered for them for the sake of this mission, let him sit in prison for years
and finally executed him.

The world does not thank God or His messengers when they offer it salvation. This proves how
profound is the rebellion in which all flesh finds itself against its Creator.

And vyet it is precisely in revilings and imprisonments and hardships that the word of the apostle
proves to be true: "When | am weak, then | am strong. Therefore | am well pleased with infirmities,
with revilings, with persecutions, with distresses, with anxieties for Christ."

And how did this divinely determined fact affect him?

Far from Jerusalem and his beloved people, who caused him such suffering, chained to a Roman
warrior servant, Paul is allowed to write the highest and most glorious of God's mysteries that was
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ever revealed to a man on earth. To no other was it ever given to distribute such riches as to the
apostle of the nations.

In the letters to the Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians such a fullness of glory overflows, which
is incomparable, so that the apostle himself, after he had communicated something of this
unfathomable richness of Christ to the Ephesians, testifies to them that for this reason he sinks to
his knees in his prison to worship God over it and to ask for them also the full knowledge of this
fullness of glory and of the love of God from which it flows. They, too, are to be filled to the fullness
of God, to the full measure (plarooma) of God.

All the sufferings and glories that Paul describes happened for your sake and mine! Are we nation
believers aware of this? And do we thank God, when we give Him thanks for all people in general,
also in particular for the fact that He went such ways with His faithful messenger Paul, so that such
mighty things were made known among us Gentile nations?

Paul's special commission was confirmed by the twelve in two ways. First, they recognized that their
mission was to Israel and Paul's to the nations. Then, however, they expressly testified at the
apostolic council at Jerusalem that the salvific mission of Israel had come to an end for the time
being and that in the present time a people from the Gentiles (or nations) would be gathered to the
name of Christ. Only afterwards, when this gathering of the Gentile community was completed,
would the Lord Himself come again and rebuild the ruined tabernacle of David, so that Israel would
be the leader of God's salvation among the peoples of the earth in the coming Messiah's Kingdom,
the Millennial Kingdom.

So the Lord Himself will return after the completion of the body church and rebuild the ruined
tabernacle of David. No one can do this service apart from Him. All who believe in the present time
from His advent until His return belong to the united church, where there is not Jew and Greek, but
all at once one in Christ.

All attempts to anticipate His own work before His own return are not done on His behalf, but are
self-willed ventures that will fall apart just as we are told about those who wanted to proclaim His
kingdom before the Lord's first coming.

It is a typical sign of unbelief that it cannot wait for God's time. Faith, however, waits until God acts.
He who believes will not hurry anxiously. Or, as Buber-Rosenzweig translate, "He who believes will
not want to hasten anything!"

When the time was fulfilled, God sent His Son! Rather not! And just as no one knew the hour of His
first coming, so no one knows the day and hour of His second coming. Not even the Son! Only the
Father! And when His time has come, He will send the Son the second time. And this coming of the
Son of Man to His people happens just when no one in Israel means it.

Then all the angels will worship Him and serve Him in His earthly kingdom. Then the will of God will
be done in the Son's kingdom on earth as it is done in heaven. Satan is bound for a thousand years.
But the angels serve the Son in heaven and on earth and all worship Him.

Until that time, there is no other kind of gospel on earth, but only that of the body church, which is
called out of all nations in the present time. Only after its completion will the Lord come again and
restore the kingdom to Israel on earth. Before that, the branches of the nations must be broken out
before Israel is grafted into his olive tree again.

But it is quite absurd to bring the Kingdom message, that the kingdom will be restored to Israel, to
the nations in the present time, to whose address it is not addressed by God at all. The
representatives of the Kingdom message - the message of the earthly kingship of Jesus Christ in the
Millennial Kingdom - went to the circumcision and took nothing from those of the nations.

The gospel of glory is proclaimed to the nations in the present time, the message of the body church
of Christ, the ecclesia or election of the body of Christ. Whoever brings a different kind of gospel
among the nations will bear his judgment.

May the Lord grant that we all, in tender chastity of spirit, listen to the present truth and remember
it again and again, and let nothing distract us from it, that in the present time a people is being
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gathered from the nations to His Christ name, and that for this purpose among the nations the
unfathomable riches of the Christ are being proclaimed, until the full measure has come in from the
nations and the time of the nations has ended.

From there on, once the Lord is present, Jerusalem will once again be the center of the earth and
the center of the world mission.

Until then, above all things, let us make supplication, prayers, intercession, and thanksgiving for all
people, and this especially still for the restoration of Israel; for it is written, "Jerusalem, let it be well
with all those who love you!"

9. the content of the mystery: "Christ in you, the hope of glory".

“...which is Christ in you, the hope of glory."

Creation is in a relationship of total dependence with the Creator. He was before we were, and He
can be without us. His existence was and is not dependent on the existence of the creatures. He
was before all and did not need us in order to be; for He is the Existent in Himself, who was there
and therefore did not need to become first, the Eternal, the Unchangeable, the Living, who alone
has immortality, the Imperishable, the Imperishable, the Perfect, the Only Good, the Just, the Holy,
the Glorious, the Father of Light, with whom there is no shadow of change.

But we have become through Him and cannot be without Him. We are totally dependent on Him
for our existence and existence. We need Him in order to become, and now that we have become,
we need Him just as much in order to be and to remain. If with Him there is no change at all, with
us change is the only permanent thing here. Nothing is permanent here. Everything ages, changes,
decays, passes away; everything is imperfect, mortal, transient.

With Him is the royal freedom of glory. He can do everything He wants, and no thing is impossible
for Him. And whatever He wills, He does, and whatever He does is good and right and perfect and
holy.

But we are slaves to our urges and lusts and desires and are restrained and held by our weaknesses
and attachments. We may want, but we do not find the accomplishment of the good. Everything
degenerates under the hand of the creature. At the end of everything created, however, there is
death, decay, dissolution, being taken away.

What is created has no continuance in itself. If it were left to its own devices, it would sink hopelessly
back into nothingness. But: "What our God has created, that He also wants to preserve". God wants
to beget the universe into life, wants to communicate His own divine life to everything and
transform everything into His glory, so that God may be everything in everything.

As long as we are not yet in Christ, we are dead in trespasses and sins. Life is only in Christ. "In Him
was life, and the life is the light of men."

Apart from Christ, there is no life. There we are nothing and have nothing and can do nothing.

"But if any man be in Christ, he is a new creation (a new creature): old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new!"

What does it mean: "to be in Christ"? -

At my former place of residence | had a large garden in which, among many other flowers and
shrubs, there were 120 rose bushes, 40 high stems and 80 bushes. It was a splendor all summer
long!

One day when | returned from a trip, my wife asked me, "Did you come in through the garden?" -
"No," | said, "why do you ask?" - "Well," she said, "you'll have to go and see, the night before last
the storm knocked down one of the most beautiful rose trees."

| looked. There lay the broken crown next to the stem on a bed and was already half withered. What
a pity! In addition, this little tree carried one of the most beautiful varieties. - What to do? -

In the corner of the garden on a bed were a number of wild rose stems. | cut out some not yet
withered eyes from the broken crown and placed them in different wild stems. After quite a few
weeks they sprouted, and instead of the one lost sapling | now had several of the same variety.
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If I had left the broken crown lying around, it would have withered and been lost beyond repairin a
few days. There was no more life flowing to it, no more sap from the root. Thus, left to itself, only
death would have remained.

But every eye that | inserted into a fresh stem was washed around and flowed through by the new
stream of life from that moment on. The situation was completely changed. Everything had become
new. From a state of hopeless loss and certain death, resurrection had become a living hope, a new,
overflowing life. -

As a fourteen-year-old boy, | once walked along the country road from the neighboring village to
my hometown. On the way, | saw a young apple tree lying on the road. | picked it up and wondered
whether a farmer might have lost it from his wagon. Then | looked up the slope at the country road.
Up there was a nursery that belonged to the father of one of my schoolmates. | climbed up the
slope with the little tree to ask up there in the nursery who could have lost it. When my friend's
father saw me coming with the little tree, he laughed and said, "l threw the cripple down the slope
earlier. It is a supernumerary who has been sitting here in the corner for years and does not move
forward, while | was able to sell his comrades years ago. Nothing will ever come of this guy. | can't
sell him. But if you want to keep him, you're welcome to him."

At that time | had fortunately not yet "nursery mind"! Otherwise | would have thrown away the
"cripple" and "overhanging" again immediately. But as it was, | had only childish pity for the doomed
little tree. | took it with me and carried it home almost tenderly. There | dug a large pit in our grass
garden, fetched several wheelbarrows of good earth, set a stake, planted my little tree and tied it
down.

It grew and sprouted like a willow or a poplar. In the nursery, it didn't have a good base in the rocky
corner, so it stunted and lagged behind in growth. Now, however, it just shot up into the wood. And
when, after several years, it blossomed and bore its first fruit, it was a very select variety.

If the little tree had been able to speak, it would have had to sigh on the road, when it was still
thrown away: "It's over with me! But then, when it was planted again in the good earth, it could
have called out: "I have now found the reason . . ."-

Years ago, | once walked with a friend across the meadows on the banks of the Rhine after a flood.
The waters had receded. Here and there a small pond still stood, in which the fish crowded together
in it wriggled anxiously in the slowly seeping water. Where the water had already completely
seeped away, dead, stinking fish lay. In some places, one of them was still twitching its tail fin back
and forth in the muddy grass. They were all doomed to death.

We seized some of them and threw them into the drainage ditch that led to the Rhine. That was life
for the doomed ones! Like silver arrows they sped away!

If they could have talked, they would have said, "The water is my life!"

So also the man in the paradise stepped by his disobedience out of the life connection with God and
died off God. His decision against the divine order and his action against the prohibition of God
interrupted the contact between the original source of life and light, the Creator, and the receiver of
the stream of light and power and life, the creature, man. The light of man, who had become
lawless, went out, and only such a puny remnant of afterglow remained to him that since then he is
only a smoldering wick lacking the oil of the spirit. Compared to the former light being of man before
the fall, the fallen man has only about as much light strength as a weak flashlight compared to an
electric power station. While the flashlight has only one charge or filling for several hours and then
slowly dies off, one can draw electricity from a light and power station year in, year out, without it
somehow diminishing.

With the extinguishing of the light of the spirit, man also lost the insight into the essence of things.
He was darkened at the understanding. His sense of thinking, his nous, was covered with darkness.
The life of God was lost and with it the light of the spirit. Since then we are dead in transgressions
and sins by nature.
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But God does not want the death of the sinner and does not want anyone to be lost, but that all
people are saved and all come to the knowledge of the truth. (1. Tim. 2, 4) Salvation for the creature
that has died to God is only possible by restoring the contact, the life connection with God. But
because man, dead in sins, cannot go up to bring Christ down, in whom the life of God dwells in all
its fullness, God had to take the path of salvation. He sent His Son and with Him His own life of God
down to this poor earth. Whoever now accepts the Son, entrusts himself to Him, and bury himself
in Him with faith, stands in the stream of God's life and henceforth lives from the new stream of life,
like the rose eye from the sap stream of the root of the new stem.

"God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.’

"He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life." - "These
things have | written unto you, that ye may know that ye have everlasting life, who believe on the
name of the Son of God."

Outside of the Son there is no life for us, as there is no life for the fish outside of the water. For the
fish it is said, "The water is my life!" And for you and me it means: "Christ is my life!

"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature, a new creation. Old things have passed away; behold,
all things have become new!"

Just as | bent down to the broken rosebush, or the uprooted and discarded apple tree, or the fish
threatened with death outside the water, and lifted it up and placed it in its element of life, so God
bends down loving and gracious and merciful to the creature to lift it up and plant it in the Christ,
thus saving and reviving it.

This action of God is grace!

Grace comes from "genaden", i.e. down, down. In Middle High German it was called "genade", in
Old High German "ginada". In earlier times, people did not say, "We are going down into the valley,"
but rather, "We are going genaden." - In an old hymn it is said: "The sun goes down to genaden",
i.e. it goes down behind the horizon, it sets.

The basic meaning of the word grace is: to incline to help.

When a child slips on the wet street and falls down in the dirt, the mother lovingly and mercifully
bends down to him, picks him up, comforts him, cleans him, carries him into the house, cleans him,
changes his clothes and talks to him in a friendly way until he smiles again. All this is an action in
kindness, an action in grace. It satisfies the need at hand by lovingly leaning down to help.

But when the child's need is satisfied, the mother also registers her desire and asks the child, "And
now? - Does the mommy get a kiss now, too?" -

It is the same with man saved by grace. After God has satisfied the need of man by taking him into
salvation in Christ, into the life of God in the Christ, He now wants to pour Himself into the renewed
man in such a way that he will be filled to the fullness of God, to the full measure (= plarooma) of
God.

But this means being filled with the glory of God and Christ.

We in Him, - that is life and security of our endangered existence, and that entirely by grace!

He in us, - that is glory, that is the development of His God-nature in us, that is our preparation for
the full revelation of the fullness of glory in us and through us at His appearing.

Grace meets the needs of the creature; glory meets the needs of God.

Grace and glory! Both from God! He gives both! And He gives it so long and in such abundance, until
we are like Him, until we are perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect.

"The Lord gives grace and glory! No good thing does He withhold from those who walk in integrity!"
(Ps. 84, 11b)

After He took us into His life, He wants to completely pour Himself into us and affect us in order to
completely transform us into His image and into the likeness of His being.

For this purpose, He lets the strong current of His Holy Spirit work in us. Where He works, there are
changes and transformations, because He is the fullness of God's light and the strong current of life
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from God, the power with which God subdues and transforms all things, the power of resurrection
life, before which the rocks were torn apart on Easter morning and the gates of Hades broke, the
gates and bars of the underworld.

This exuberant greatness of His power works in you and me to overcome all creaturely being and all
creaturely weakness and every death being and to transform everything into the immortal being
glory of God and Christ.

You and | cannot create this glory. God gives grace and glory and has given us everything in the
Christ. But we can dampen and grieve this spirit. Even though our adoption as children is not
affected, nor our inheritance, the effect of the fullness of glory is hindered.

Precisely because it is God who wants to work out His salvation fully in us, but without raping us in
the process, we should, in filial reverence - not in servile fear - avoid everything that could in any
way inhibit or hinder the full working out in us of this high salvation, this maximum of blessedness.
The children of Israel were once all saved from Egypt, and even then, when they angered God again
and again in the desert, they were not brought back to Egypt into the old slavery. But the maximum
of the salvation of that time, namely the living entrance into the land, the crossing over the river of
death, the Jordan, in three days, was reached by only two of that generation: Joshua and Caleb. And
all these things that befell those are written for our admonition, upon whom the final ends of the
eons have come. (1 Cor. 10:1-11)

It was the ultimate goal of the laborious struggle of the apostle Paul to present every human being
perfect in Christ. If this perfection would be the consequence of our calling and salvation, then the
apostle would not have to struggle for it. Then we would not need to establish our calling and
election, i.e. to respond in faith to our great Savior God, who has called us with a holy cry. - Often
the apostle had to check whether he had not worked in vain on some church. This "in vain" does not
refer to our salvation or to the foundation Christ laid in us, but to what each individual builds upon
it. Read 1 Corinthians 3:6-15 and 1 Corinthians 9:24-27!

Not everyone attains the prize! But the prize of the vocation is the exanastasis, the resurrection out
of the dead. This prize of vocation is not related to our salvation from being dead in trespasses and
sins, but to our course, which we started when we were saved entirely by grace. Whoever wilfully
disregards the rules of the contest here will not be crowned. He does not lose the life of God given
by grace, but he is not entrusted with a future administration because he did not prove himself.
This will be bitterly experienced by all those who declare that we, as pardoned people, will come by
ourselves to the crown, mechanically to the jewel, to the prize of the vocation, to the exanastasis,
to the resurrection out of the grave.

God turns on the strong current of His Holy Spirit gradually, according to the measure of our growing
obedience of faith. Just as the Lord told the Twelve, "You cannot bear it now," Paul had to tell the
Corinthians that they could not bear solid food because they were still minors.

Down here on the transient, God exercises us and tests to what extent we are reliable. Later on, he
does not allow anyone who could somehow cause mischief to reach into the spokes of the steering
wheel and into the control panels of the cosmos. Only children of obedience, sons who have reached
perfect manhood, who are trained and proven in the obedience of faith and cannot do anything of
themselves, are entrusted with powers.

For this an example! - Some time ago a strange accident occurred here. A father had business in
town and parked his car on a steep road, but left his four-year-old boy in it until he had finished his
business in the adjacent house. While the father was in the house, the boy climbed from the back
seat over the backrest to the front of the father's driver's seat. There he released the handbrake.
The car started moving and sped down the street and down the cross street across the sidewalk into
a store window. Fortunately, no other vehicle was crossing the road, so that only property damage
was caused.

Do you think that God will once let spiritually underage children take hold of the levers and steering
wheels of the universe, although these underage children did not practice and learn obedience here
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below in time at the transient? - Only those who learn obedience in the same way as Christ as sons
may participate in the worldwide arrangement of the aeonic salvation. And only those who stand in
filial awe before these great and sublime possibilities of salvation and tremble in reverent awe
before inhibiting Him who works in them the willing and the accomplishing according to His good
pleasure, experience in themselves the full effect of the holy strong current of the Spirit of God and
experience the full fruition of divine greatness in themselves and the granting of last and highest
powers.

Christ dwells in our hearts through faith. And this Christ in us is a Christ of glory, and His efficacy in
us means elaboration of the Christ glory in us and gives the hope to the whole creation to be
transformed and transfigured into the same glory.

Christ in you, - the hope of glory!

Obedience to the indwelling Christ, the new Lord, the Creator and Redeemer and holder of our body
tabernacle, the author and coiner of the new life in us, causes Him to give us a stronger allotment
of the strong current of the Holy Spirit working in us with each demonstration of our submission of
will to His will (and thus to that of the Father). After all, He gives His Holy Spirit to those who obey
Him. Only those who have purified their souls through obedience to the truth can be sure that they
will not misuse the increased possession of the spirit (= increased power).

Only those who are in constant obedience, who want to be nothing but slaves of Christ Jesus, keep
a good conscience, and only in a good conscience can the mystery of the gospel be preserved. (1 Tim.
3, 9) Whoever abandons obedience, the complete submission to the indwelling Christ, at the same
time pushes away his good conscience, suffers shipwreck in the faith and can no longer keep the
mystery of the gospel in himself. The spirit is dampened and saddened, depriving the disobedient
person piece by piece of the essential introspection. The unfaithful believer constantly loses light
and strength. The insight into the mystery of the gospel fades more and more. The contact with the
indwelling Christ becomes weaker and weaker because of the lack of obedience. Gentle guidance
by the Spirit is replaced by discipline. The Lord does not leave His child, but punishes it when it is
disobedient. It is no longer under the Father's pleasure, but under His educational measures, which
often have a very serious effect.

The disobedient who disregards his own Sonship position is also denied insight into the relations of
the Son to the Father. But this means the loss of the inner vision into the so exceedingly glorious and
blissful mystery of the gospel: into the essence of the Sonship position and into the dignity of the
Sonship status and into the extent of the Sonship powers and into the use of the Sonship rights.

If the believers would clearly recognize the implications of obedience and disobedience - compare
Romans 5:19 with 1 Samuel 15:22, 23 - then they would only desire to be slaves of Christ Jesus, who
voluntarily let their ear be pinned to the post of the cross as a sign of co-death and total surrender
of will. For only the one who wants to do the will of the Father will recognize whether the teaching
of the Son is from God. Only the obedient one recognizes! The insight is closed to all disobedient
ones. No effort of their own is of any use. Even reading the Bible for days does not bring any profit.
All aids of theology fail and all substitute offers of science.

Where obedience is missing, contact is missing. And where contact is lacking, the current of the spirit
does not flow. He alone can open up the depths of divinity and make us realize the things that are
given to us by God.

All disobedient, defiant, self-willed, protesting, contradicting and rebellious people, however, are
subject to the judgment of the withdrawal of light. The power current of the spirit of God is inhibited
and blocked. In their disobedience and self-will they would only abuse both, the knowledge of His
secret will and the authority over the strongest power in the world.

"But he that will do the will of him that sent me, the same shall know . . .“ For obedience is the proof
of love. Love is the source of all joys, because it is the highest of all joys. But the channel through
which it makes the joys flow to us is obedience. Obedience is the fountainhead of all joys, the
channel of all blessings, the solid ground of all confidence and frankness toward God.
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Where there is true faith and true love, the Christ in us asks the Father Himself to fill us with the
Spirit and to make the same power of resurrection life effective in believers, by which He raised the
Son from the dead and set Him above all powers, forces and authorities.

The Father fulfills this request of the Son in all those in whose hearts are prepared ways, so that
they may confess: "No longer do | live, but Christ lives in me." They receive the full measure of the
Spirit, they come to the full growth of the fullness of Christ, they are filled to all the fullness of God.
All this unimaginable glory is brought about by Christ dwelling in us! This is the basis of our hope,
this is the hope of glory.

Where the Christ dwells in a heart through faith, He wants to unfold Himself completely. He is the
love that does not seek its own, but what is of the other. He always seeks our highest salvation and
our highest glory. And He achieves this by unfolding Himself in us, so that God's life and God's being
may overflow in us.

Everything that was given to the Son by the Father is now given to us by the Christ dwelling in us.
But to the same extent that the indwelling Christ is unfolded in us and His Spirit glorifies Him in us,
the glory of Christ is increased and multiplied before all creation according to the number of those
in whom He is glorified. What will it be when once the sons of God are revealed before all creation,
and each stands in the full measure of the Christ and in all the fullness of God, and all are revealed
and displayed in the same essential glory of the Christ with Him!

For this revelation of the sons of God in the freedom of the glory of the Christ the whole creation
waits, and the angels desire to look into these things which God has prepared for us and whose glory
no eye has yet seen. For only then, when we are equal to Him and are revealed in His essential glory
with Him, can the rest of creation also be raised to the same freedom of glory through the sons of
God, because the transformation into the glory of the Son is also the final expectation even of the
glorious ones, the angels and principalities and powers. (Cf. Heb. 2:5-11.)

At this point it becomes clear and evident once again why this mystery “Christ in you, the hope of
glory" is the consummation mystery of the body church. It reveals the way in which, through the
unfolding of the glory of the Son in the members, the organism is completed, through which the
Head sends forth all the promises and satisfies the hope of the whole creation, so that the final goal
of God is reached: "that God may be all in all".

Let us consider once again the way in which this perfection is worked out in us: "Christ in you" -
"who works in us in power" - "until you also are filled to the fullness of God".

The indwelling of Christ means that all holy and faithful brethren, previously made fit and able to
share in the inheritance of the saints in light, are now constantly under the holy strong current of
the Spirit, who transforms and renews them into the image of Christ. In us, as partakers of the divine
nature, the nature of God and Christ is now to be worked out by the Spirit until we are filled to all
God's fullness and are thus like Him. That which God has always been in Himself, without anyone
adding anything to Him, we shall also become through grace. He will always have this primacy, that
He is not of us, but we are of Him. But otherwise He does not want to withhold anything from us of
His nature, so that we may be like Him in everything, perfect, as our Father in heaven is perfect.

To the essence of God and Christ, to their glory belong spirit, light, love, truth, justice, faithfulness
(= faith), holiness, mercy, patience, compassion, power of redemption, freedom of will and action,
perfection in everything!

All this is to be endowed in every human being, first of all in the saints, in whom the whole creation
hopes. We are to be brought to the divine full measure through the superabundance of grace. Only
in this way will the individual man of God and the entire God-man, the Christ, head including
members, be enabled to carry out and perform all God's promises. Only in this way will the man of
God be perfect, fully sent to every good work. Only in this way can the head once send out the
members into the universe to judge the world and the angels and to bring everything into the
harmony intended by God.
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Since we are later to raise the whole creation into the same freedom of glory, the working out of
Christ glory in us is the prerequisite for the fulfillment of the creature's basic longing.

The basic hope of creation is the expectation of glory, i.e. the hope of sharing in the glory of God,
their Creator, through re-creation and elevation into the freedom of the glory of the sons of God.
This hope of creation can only be realized when the executive organ of the Christ, the body church,
is completed, i.e. brought to the divine full measure.

The church, however, can only be completed by Christ taking shape in each individual member and
filling it with the fullness of God, thus leading it to divine greatness.

Thus, creation hopes in us to be raised to glory through us. We, however, hope in the Christ who is
endowed in us. But the Father Himself, in the purpose of the eons, has determined the time in which
the church will be brought to full measure.

As soon as this is done, the head unites with the body and begins the service of the judicial
reorganization of the cosmos and the re-generation of the universe into the life of God.

Thus, all hope of glory and all hope of glory itself is summarized and concentrated by God in the one
point:

"“Christ in you - the hope of glory!"

10. the proclamation of Paul and his co-workers

"Him we proclaim!"

Through the revelation of the mystery "Christ in you, the hope of glory" the written Word of God
was completed, brought to its completion, to its full measure, its plarooma.

Through the proclamation of this consummation mystery, the church of the body of Christ is brought
to its full measure.

Through the completion of the church, which is His body, the Christ Himself, the head of the body,
is brought to His full measure and receives as head the full number of His members, His fullness or
completion.

So there is a living and indissoluble connection between the completion of the driven Word, the
completion of the body church and the completion of the Word made flesh and risen and glorified,
the logos of God, the Christ.

Where the Word takes shape, the church comes into being and grows. The Holy Spirit therefore
repeatedly uses the expression "The Word of God grew and multiplied" or "The Word of God grew
and the number of disciples increased" instead of the expression "The church grew and multiplied.
So there is a spoken or written word, a growing word, and an incarnate and glorified word.

This threefold word must be completed. Paul was allowed to complete the written word by
proclaiming the consummation mystery "Christ in you, the hope of glory". - The Word made flesh,
the church, is perfected by the Spirit who guides us into all truth, proclaims what is to come, and
glorifies the Christ in us or among us. The glorified Word of God, incarnate and risen and seated at
the right hand of the Father, is perfected when the Head unites with the Body at the Rapture and
thus comes into full possession of all His members.

But how can the church reach out to the full measure of the fullness of the Christ, if it does not even
know this sublime goal of God, which He has set for it, because it is not proclaimed to it? - That is
why the judgment of the teachers of the church is so difficult, because many do not proclaim the
whole counsel of God and thus become guilty of the blood of the brethren.

Therefore, this mystery must be proclaimed, since the hope of glory is realized only by the Christ
dwelling in our hearts through faith and thus being formed in us until He reaches His full measure in
each member of the body and fills it to the fullness of God, which also dwells in Him.

How else could the members of the body be led into the fullness of glory without this glory sermon?
And how should the fullness-Christ, the fullness-Christ, be able to be revealed in glory before the
world without first His members having attained their fullness? - And without the revelation of the
sons of God with their head in their fullness of glory, how shall the hope of the whole creation be
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fulfilled, which after all shall be raised to the same freedom of glory as the sons of God? - How shall
the universe be begotten into life until the fullness of the church has come? -

Therefore, anyone who does not fully proclaim the ultimate goals of God's counsel hinders the
growth of the church to the fullness of the fullness of Christ and thereby makes himself guilty of the
blood of the brethren.

We all have to be transformed, because in the state of creaturely lowliness and weakness and frailty
no one can see the Lord. The transformation into the image of His clarity of light and glory of being,
however, takes place precisely by the fact that we look upon His glory with uncovered face. "But we
all, beholding with uncovered face the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, as by the Lord the Spirit."

Like is produced only by like; like is born only from like.

Whoever deals with water becomes wet; whoever deals with dirt becomes dirty; whoever deals
with soot becomes black; whoever deals with flour becomes white; whoever deals with the world
becomes worldly; whoever deals with brothers becomes brotherly; whoever deals with God
becomes divine; whoever deals with glory becomes glorious.

Only those who, by beholding the glory of the Lord, experience in themselves the increasing
transformation into His image from one clarity to another, from one glory to another, grasp the full
certainty of the hope of being like Him one day. And only he who has this hope in Him purifies himself,
just as He is pure.

Whoever allows himself to be deprived of the goal will be deprived of the prize; not of life, but of
the crown. But Paul testifies to the church: "This is the high goal of my laborious struggle: to make
every individual spiritually mature in the fellowship of life with Christ.

There is only one example for this growing and maturing to the point of being completely
transformed: the Christ of glory. How much the authority of Christ has expanded since He rose from
the dead and was glorified is shown by a comparison of John 7:38, 39 with Acts 2:33. (See also John
16:7-14.) Therefore Paul also says: "Though we have known the Christ according to the flesh, yet
now we know Him no more so." We know Him now as the One who sits in glory at the right hand of
the Father. There we look for Him!

There is our citizenship now! There is our change! There is our home in the light and our fatherland!
There is the city, which has foundations! There our head already sits as Lord over all! There is the
glory that waits ours! Into it we look with uncovered face, that we may be changed into it! And no
cunning of the devil and no unhealthy advice of mentally ill people should prevent us from this. It is
about the goal of glory! No one should deprive us of it! And it is about the battle price of the calling!
Let no one deprive us of it! -

Everything in our spiritual and faith life that does not serve to glorify the Christ is not of the spirit,
but of the carnal-soul, the natural being. For the Spirit of God, it is a matter of glorifying the Christ
in us, of forming the Christ of glory in us.

What else can a spiritual man do but also glorify the Christ?

Such a spiritual man was Paul. That is why he also proclaims the consummation mystery of the body
church: "Christ in you, the hope of glory!" And he expressly places the words after the proclamation
of this mystery: "Him we proclaim!"

And what do we proclaim? - Or what is being proclaimed to us? Doesn't it make our hearts cramp
when we see the joyless day labor mines of most believers? - Isn't the Christ-hater Nietzsche right
when he says: "They should look more redeemed to me, these Christians, if | should believe in their
Redeemer!"? -

In a world so poor in spirit, whose leaders are so helpless and whose masses are so full of fear, the
preachers of the law are unable to shout anything other than: "Break! Slaughter! Annihilation!" -
This is supposed to be the glad tidings of salvation in Christ Jesus? - Do we not see that we are
robbing man of all true joy and hope? - To all the cramps of the natural man one adds the legal fear
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complexes of self-willed piety. And all this is supposed to be healthy growth of faith in the Good
News?

Did not this message of joy once begin with the words: "Do not be afraid! Behold, | proclaim great
joy to you"?

Any proclamation that does not make glad is not a gospel!

But the gospel is so great and glorious that in it we can rejoice in suffering. This is the first statement
that the apostle makes as an introduction to the consummation mystery of the body church. And
then he tells us why he is so joyful in the midst of sufferings, namely, because Christ Himself dwells
in our hearts. We have received Him in faith and made Him Lord of our lives: Lord of our spirit, Lord
of our soul, and Lord of our body. Thus He has now become Lord of our whole personality, Lord of
our whole humanity.

Should He, the Lord of lords and King of kings, who has been given every authority in heaven and
on earth, not now, after we have granted Him the right of householder in us, also make use of this
right and transform the hut He inhabits until it completely shows His imprint: the light clarity of His
being lordship?

He does! We can rely on jt! He lets the strong current of His Holy Spirit work on us until we are
completely transformed! And we will all be transformed! He makes the beginning already here; the
completion happens at His coming.

When such a broken brother or sister comes to us, unable to go on in the anguish of their heart
because their faith has failed or they have been run into the ground somewhere, we may tell them
that the Lord dwells not only on high and in the sanctuary, but also with those who are bruised and
bowed down in spirit. Yes, we may say to them, "Brother! Sister! The Lord dwells in you! The Christ
of glory dwells in you! He is the Lord of your poor womb. He transforms you and transforms even
your mortal body for the sake of His Spirit dwelling in you. And when He appears, then it will also
be revealed what He has made of you and me. Then we will be like Him! Then the pre-mortal glory
of Christ will also be revealed in you and me! Then we will have no more stain, no more blemish, no
more wrinkle or anything! And therefore He already now dwells in us as the hope of glory!"

Apart from this fact that the Lord of the world has taken up residence in us, what other guarantee
is there for our complete transformation and renewal? - None more!

Therefore, what else should we proclaim as the Completion Secret? - Nothing!

Because there is only One who is the guarantor and surety of our complete transformation into the
image of God and into the likeness of His being, and of our fulfillment to the fullness of God: the
indwelling Christ, that is why we proclaim Him and testify with Paul:

"Him we proclaim!"

"The", not “that"!
"Him", not "it"!

Paul is not concerned with a thing, but with a person; not with a religious view, but with God who
came into the flesh and revealed himself in the Son. And this one, who was sent into the world by
the Father, is proven to be the Son through resurrection from the dead.

No man can be resurrected by himself. For sinners, death is the wages of sin. But here was one
whom no one could accuse of sin and from whom no one could take life, but who gave it freely to
take it again.

Resurrection life is not creaturely life, but indissoluble God life, is sonship life, is glory life and being.
Christ has been raised by the glory of the Father.

To proclaim the Risen One means at the same time to proclaim the glory of the Father.

Therefore, Paul also testifies: "I have been entrusted with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God."
The gospel is God's message of joy about His Son, who has been proven to be the Son through the
resurrection of the dead.

Without this fact, all faith is meaningless and futile, and all faith is vain and futile.
On the basis of the resurrection alone, there is a firm, certain, secure expectation, a living hope.
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If Christ had not come back from the dead, no one else would ever come up from the underworld.
He is the breaker of all bonds, and His Easter victory over death and the grave is the triumph of the

Father's glory.

What would there be for an "it" without "Him"?
-This is why Paul proclaims "the", not "that"!

And for the same reason our testimony is,
"Him we
proclaim!"

Paul knew from experience what it means to look upon the glory of the Lord with his face uncovered.
He first saw this at the stoning of Stephen, and afterwards he experienced it several times in himself
from Damascus.

And he should not speak of this? Had not this very glimpse of glory so radically and quickly
transformed him from a bloodthirsty wolf who snorted threats and murder into a lamb who rejoiced
in suffering for others?

The vision of the Risen One was for him the factual proof of the resurrection and thus the basis of his
proclamation. And this Risen One now dwells in believers, and it is the same effective power with
which God raised Him from the dead that is now to be revealed in us, believers.

Christ in us, working out with the same power of life and resurrection with which He Himself was
raised from the Father, this is the constant proof of life of the resurrection, which the faithful are
allowed to give daily anew and constantly effective before the whole cosmos and the whole creation;
this is the hope of glory for all created things.

Whoever as a believer makes any claim at all to sonhood and sonship can do so only through the
confession of hope. Therefore, we also boast in hope of glory. Yes, we also boast of God Himself and
of the Lord.

And as Paul held fast the Head, the exalted Christ, and looked on the goal, proclaiming the living
Christ in us, so we also hold fast the glory of this hope and testify with the teacher of the nations:
"Him we proclaim!"

11.Paul's way of working

"...by admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom."

Christ gave His church five ministries for the completion of the saints in the present time for the
work of their future task in the coming eons. They are presented to us in Ephesians 4:11-13. There
we read, "And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some
as pastors and teachers, for the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ ."

Two of these ministries are fundamental for the whole church. About this Paul writes: "...built up
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the cornerstone." (Eph
2:20)

The other three ministries of evangelist, shepherd and teacher are building ministries that cannot
be done without the previous foundation.

The two basic ministries of the apostles and prophets convey to the whole church the objective
salvation events that God worked and is working in the past, present and future.

The three building ministries of evangelists, shepherds and teachers provide the individual with the
subjective (personal) experience of salvation that cannot be had without the salvation event
wrought by God.

To put it in a nutshell, the completion of the community requires subjective experience on an
objective basis.

In other words: What God did thousands of years ago, the individual human being must experience
today personally in himself and realize or get realized in himself. Otherwise, everything that
happened earlier remains only old history. However, at the moment when these earlier acts of God
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and salvation events are personally accomplished in me, the temporal gap of millennia is bridged
and the essential unity between the "once" and the "now" is established.

This is precisely the process of faith, which both transfers the past into the present and makes it
effective, and also makes the coming good of hope present and essential in the spirit already now
and thus enjoys it in advance.

Therefore, the faith of the spirit is the highest deed. It takes the believer out of the confinement in
time and space and relations and lets him see all things, processes and events in the light of God
and eternity in pneumatic oneness with God and thus in the central vision of the spirit, for whom
there is no more temporal succession.

Therefore, the holy city, the new Jerusalem, which will one day come down from heaven, already
has the same present reality and essentiality for us today as the Garden of Eden or the Flood that
happened thousands of years ago. Abraham saw the day of the Lord and rejoiced. Enoch saw the
Lord coming in the midst of His holy thousands for judgment. John saw the temple of God opened
in heaven and the ark of His covenant, and he saw the holy city coming down out of heaven. The
"when" of its descent is beside the point. The main thing is that the city is there and ready to be
revealed. That is enough for the spirit! Therefore faith speaks:

"I am satisfied that | have seen the city, and without tiring | will go closer to it!

By looking not at what is seen, but at what cannot be perceived with the senses, the believer
detaches himself from the appearance of the natural, the transient, and grasps the imperishable,
the permanent, the essential, the divine-real. Therefore, the faith of the spirit is the highest act.
The divine salvation event, the objective salvation deeds of God, form the foundation of the church.
Christ himself is the foundation and cornerstone. The apostles and prophets are the foundation
stones. No one can lay a foundation other than the one that is laid, which is Jesus Christ." In Christ
alone is salvation!

What has already been realized in the divine counsel of salvation and what will still happen -
beginning with the purpose of the eons, which He made in Christ before all time, and the
preselection before the foundation of the world, continuing with creation, the fall of man, the flood,
the promise to the fathers, the law, the incarnation, the crucifixion, the resurrection, the ascension,
the glorification, the second coming, the new creation, the consummation up to the goal: "God all
in all" -all this God has revealed through the apostles and prophets.

The salvation that happened in Christ is now to be offered to every single person. This offer of divine
joy is made through the ministry of the evangelists. Through their glorious, life-awakening call,
individuals are to be called out of the world and added to the church of God and Christ Jesus.
Those called out of the world and added to the church are, after their new birth (new generation,
new creation), first of all little children in Christ, who have forgiveness of sins and certainty of
salvation and carry the Spirit in them as a pledge of their future inheritance, but they need milk and
cannot yet bear solid food. They need the tender care of faithful shepherds who lovingly labor for
the new life. With the little children in Christ, little or nothing can yet be said about the great
purposes of God's salvation. For them, the healthy growth in faith is in the foreground, so that they
may become strong and overcome the evil one. The necessary ministry of exhortation (or
encouragement) is carried out by the shepherds.

But the disciples are to become fathers and recognize him who was from the beginning. The ministry
of the teachers is to impart to the congregation the sound doctrine leading to spiritual maturity.
Through the clear transmission of the teaching received from the "apostles and prophets, they are
to introduce the congregation to God's great plan of love, to His entire plan of salvation, so that the
members are no longer tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine, whereby no healthy growth
would be possible.

How are the two ministries of exhortation and teaching carried out in particular? -

Let us first take an example from a church of Asia Minor where Paul himself practiced these two
ministries for three years!
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In Acts 20:17-31 we read, "And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, calling over the elders of the
congregation. And when they had come to him, he said to them: Ye know from the first day that |
came into Asia, how | have been with you all this time, serving the Lord with all humility, and with
tears, and with temptations which came upon me through the persecutions of the Jews; how | have
withheld nothing of that which is profitable, that | have not taught it you, both publicly and in the
houses, witnessing both to Jews and Greeks repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ.... And now, behold, | know that all of you, among whom | have gone about preaching
the kingdom of God, will no longer seldom see my face. Therefore | testify to you this day that | am
clean from the blood of all, for I have not held back from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, in which the Holy Ghost hath set you as
overseers, to keep the congregation of God, which He hath purchased for Himself by the blood of
His own. For | know this, that after my departure pernicious wolves shall come in unto you, not
sparing the flock. And out of yourselves shall arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after them. Therefore watch and remember that for three years, night and day, | did not
cease to admonish each one with tears . ..”

As a faithful shepherd who carried the attitude and nature of his Lord, the good shepherd, the arch-
shepherd or chief shepherd and original shepherd Jesus Christ, Paul had exhorted the Ephesians for
three years in unceasing effort, even with tears. His shepherd's heart was so moved for the good of
the flock that he did not cease to admonish each one with tears night and day for three years. Not
only the congregation in general, but everyone.

The pastoral ministry is the ministry of individual pastoral care. Its Godly exercise includes two parts:
the calling out of the individual who is to be admonished, and then the encouragement to right
conduct.

For the sidelong exclamation, Scripture uses the word parakaleoo; for the subsequent
encouragement, it uses the words noutheteoo and nouthesia.

An example will illustrate the use of both:

In a school class, the teacher sees a student tickling the neck of a student sitting in front of him with
a steel spring during the lesson, whereupon the student retracts his neck each time and hits his head
backwards. When the culprit realizes that the teacher is watching him, he stops the dangerous
game. - A short time later, the break signal sounds. The teacher steps down from the desk next to
the door and lets the class walk past him into the schoolyard. The delinquent also comes and wants
to pass the teacher with his head down. The teacher touches him softly on the arm with his index
finger. The boy knows what this means. He steps out of the row and remains standing next to the
teacher until all the other students are outside. Then the teacher closes the door, puts his hand
under the boy's chin, lifts his lowered face, and talks to him kindly and seriously about what
consequences an injury with the rusty steel pen could have for the other boy. - The boy's cheeks
turn red with shame and his eyes moisten at the teacher's loving concern and at his gentleness and
kindness. When the teacher sees this, he strokes the boy's hair and says, "Now go! | know you won't
do that again!" -

The sideline exhortation was the first stage of pastoral care. The serious and friendly exhortation,
which turned into a kind and trusting encouragement, was the second stage.

Parakaleoo means: to call aside, to call out, to give comfort to, to promise to, to give encouragement
to, to warn, to admonish, to encourage.

Noutheteoo means: to speak into someone's mind (the nous = the sense of thinking), to put
something into the other person's mind, to give something into his heart, to speak to the heart, to
straighten out his way of thinking. In other words: to speak from one's own mind into the mind of
the other, or: to speak coming from the heart and going to the heart.

This is true pastoral service, when love, which does not seek its own, but what is of the other, cares
for the individual with a warm heart and kind words and tears of compassion and pity and mercy.
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And Paul practiced this shepherding ministry as an example of the church to the brothers in Ephesus
night and day for three years. He did not raise his index finger threateningly, nor did he strike the
table or the lectern with his fist, but he wept with them in intimate compassion and prayed with
each one in deep compassion and spoke kindly to him, leading to repentance through kindness and
to trust through encouraging confidence.

Thus the inhibited and bound and fallen took courage again and put their trust in grace and learned
to reign royally in life by the supremacy of grace and to be something in their walk to the praise of
the glory of the grace of the Lord, as Paul also testified to his beloved Ephesians, whom he led in
this way as a shepherd for three years, afterwards in the letter to the Ephesians.

He acted on those entrusted to him by the Lord according to Galatians 6:1: "Brothers! Even if a man
is overtaken by a misstep, you, the ministers, straighten him out in a spirit of gentleness, looking to
yourselves, lest you also be tempted!" -

God looks at the heart! That is why He took the most inconspicuous of the eight sons of Jesse,
because he had a shepherd's heart, and made him, David, king over Israel.

Along with the faith of Abraham, it is the shepherd love of David that so moves the heart of God
that He allows these two to precede Christ as the bearers of the promise and places them at the
beginning of the entire New Testament as the two pillars of the genealogical register of Jesus Christ.
The obedience of faith of Abraham and the searching and merciful shepherd love of David were a
reflection and a foreshadowing of the perfect shepherd spirit, which was found in the Son of Love
in divine sublimity. Paul speaks of this in a special way in his letter to the Philippians and encourages
us that this attitude may also be found in us.

The selection of Israel, which as a shepherd nation should one day in the thousand-year kingdom
feed the nations and lead them on the right road, confirms it again that God hates war and wants
peace, and that He has therefore also promised the land or the earth to the peacemakers (literally:
the peacemakers). Once the Jewish big bankers no longer finance the wars but the peace, God can
entrust the leadership of the nations to this people. Their fathers were shepherds of small cattle.
They had mercy on the little ones of the flock, the poor of the flock, the spiritually poor. That was
their strength before God. And if this attitude will be their strength again, God will be with them.
For all things toward the end shall not be done by army or by power, but by His word and by His
Spirit. But the God of peace wants us to be peacemakers, too; and the Kingdom of God and of Christ
Jesus, the Millennial Kingdom, which at the end of this eon will once again light up the old earth in
paradisiacal splendor and fulfill the longing of all the Gentiles, is a Kingdom of peace, the Millennial
Kingdom of peace. Before that, God will scatter the nations that have a desire for war. But Israel
and the nations that are allowed to enter the thousand-year kingdom will no longer learn war.

Just as great and glorious as the pastoral service to the individual is Paul's teaching service to the
entire congregation. He not only ministered to the individuals back and forth in the homes,
exhorting them with prayer and tears, but he ministered to the church in public teaching. He calls
himself a teacher of the nations in faith and truth.

As the pastoral care, the shepherding ministry of the apostle, was done in all tenderness and
kindness and gentleness, in all mercy and all grace of God, so his teaching ministry was done in all
wisdom. Through the ministry of exhortation, he sought to comfort the hearts of the Colossians and
unite them in love. But through the teaching in all wisdom they were to be led to all the riches of
fullness of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God and of the Father Christ, in whom
are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, that no one should deceive them.

In the Son, the Christ, the mystery of the Fatherhood of God is presented to us in essence. And just
as through the Christ in us the hope of glory is revealed and fulfilled, so through the knowledge of
the mystery of the Fatherhood of God in the Christ we are to be led to all the riches of the fullness
of the understanding of what Fatherhood of God is, and conversely, what our Sonship is.

The Scripture speaks of

Full assurance of faith (Hebr. 10, 22)
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Fullness of hope (Hebr. 6, 11)

Fullness of love (Rom. 8, 38. 39)

Full assurance of the promise (Rom. 4, 21-25)
Full assurance in the gospel (1 Thess. 1, 5)
Fullness of understanding (Col. 2, 2)

Being fully assured in all the will of God (Col. 4, 12)

These fullnesses come through instruction in all wisdom. For faith comes from preaching, and
preaching comes from God's Word. Therefore, the gospel with all its promises and hopes and the
entire will of God must be preached before one even knows what God wants and wherein we are
to submit ourselves to Him in obedience of faith.

While the shepherding ministry of pastoral care is concerned with meeting the needs of the
individual believer, the proclamation of the whole will of God goes to the total church, whether in
the case of oral proclamation the public sermon is to the local total church, or whether in the case
of Paul's written exposition it is to the total church throughout the earth.

From this it is clear why Paul both preached publicly in Ephesus for three years and exhorted with
tears for three years, back and forth in the houses. He, the apostle and prophet, whose writings are
all prophetic according to his own testimony, was at the same time the greatest evangelist of all
times and also the shepherd of the church and the teacher of the nations. All five ministries were
given to him as gifts of grace. Unfortunately, this is very little the case today, and most ministering
brethren possess only one or even two of these gifts, while the other ministries often cause them
unspeakable distress. All the more we should all be aware of how much we depend on each other
and how especially the serving brothers need supplementation if their service is not to become one-
sided. For this reason alone, no one needs communion as much as the ministering brothers. They
need a corrective most of all, so that they do not get stuck in blind alleys and fixate on their own
opinion, and so that they do not consider the very gift that they themselves possess as the most
important or even solely necessary. This arrogance and this one-sidedness have a very bad and
disastrous effect on the flock entrusted to them.

Only the cooperation of all gifts of grace leads to the perfection of the saints for the work of ministry.
Only when, in addition to the ministry of the evangelist, the ministry of shepherding and teaching is
cultivated in a biblical way, so that the members of a congregation are all led to full knowledge of
all the will of God, does the unity of faith and knowledge come about, so that all speak the same
thing and are no longer tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. But one-sidedly fertilized plants
become sick and die at last. This is also true for all those circles where teaching is only one-sided or
where one only evangelizes or only deals with prophecy or only edifies or where one can no longer
get out of individual pastoral care because of all the psychology to a powerful building up of the
whole church.

All this does not occur where one stands in practical love for all the saints. There one has the
opportunity to hear other doctrines and to learn to bear them and to be told and to learn. This
makes hearts wide and knowledge rich and hope great and love strong and faith deep and rooted
and all-embracing. In such a fellowship of the saints, one can in truth echo the apostle: "But | know
that when | come to you, | will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ."(Rom. 15:29)

12. the final purpose of the work of Paul and his co-workers

"...that we may present every man perfect in Christ."

Perfection, fullness, completeness come only through love. - We receive justification through faith.
Sanctification or purification in the likeness of Christ is effected in us through hope. Love, however,
is the bond of perfection and the full measure of all God's ordinances, and leads all that is piecemeal
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in the church into perfection. It bears everything, it believes everything, it hopes everything, it
endures everything. This is also necessary. For if we want to enter the Holy of Holies, we have to go
through the forecourt, where we are justified by faith at the altar, the cross. We are sanctified in
the sanctuary through hope. Therefore, love must believe everything and hope everything before it
brings us into the final, complete union with God Himself in the Holy of Holies.

The way of love is the superior way (hyperbolae), the way that far surpasses everything else, the
most excellent, the high way, the high pass, the way that enables the passage over the most difficult
mountain range, that leads up and over from the lowlands of egoism to the high regions of the
communion of God and the communion with all the saints.

Love is the opposite of egoism. Of all of us, i.e. of all natural people, but also of all believers, as long
as they are still self-centered, it is said: "They all seek their own. But of the love of God, which is
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, it is said: "Love does not seek its own." Only when
we can confess: "l no longer live, but Christ lives in me," we have died to the ego and no longer live
ourselves, but seek what is of the other.

But once we have begun to seek the salvation and well-being and the highest happiness of the other,
there is no stopping the seeking love until we have offered the other everything that is in our power
to lead him to the highest degree of God-manhood, so that the God-man may be perfect, fully
capable of every good work. 2 Tim. 3, 17)

He who does not love always goes wrong and acts contrary to God. Conversely, we may say: Love! -
and you always act right!

Love is the strongest great power in the world. For God is love, and He is the Almighty. Therefore,
love is not only a power, but the omnipotence, namely the omnipotence of God, with which He
establishes everything and leads everything out and completes it. It is the bond of perfection that
embraces the whole universe and leads it to perfection through grace and judgment, so that God
may be all in all.

Paul stood in this love of Christ. It urged him to act and work so that he could love more and more
even where he was loved less and less. Out of this love he could write: "Therefore | endure all things
for the elect's sake, that they also may obtain the blessedness that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal
glory." And for this final purpose he allowed himself to be sprinkled as a drink offering, writing to
the Philippians, "But if | am sprinkled as a drink offering over the sacrifice of your faith, | rejoice and
rejoice with you all." By this true priestly service of self-sacrifice for the believers entrusted to him,
he wanted to fulfill the ministry that God in His grace had entrusted to him among the nations.
That is essential worship! This is the fulfillment of love!

Because love wants the perfection of the other, whose welfare and salvation it seeks, it perfects
itself in sacrifice for him, in order to lead him to perfection.

The perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, the preparation of each member for the
edification of the body of Christ, the perfect representation of each man in Christ, the filling of all the
saints to the fullness of God, the bringing to the measure of the fullness of the fullness of Christ, -
this is the goal of Paul's laborious wrestling, this is the final purpose of His work on the church.

It was not enough for him that God's good will had been done to a human being and a sinner was
allowed to stand before God as a justified person. As great as this saving act of God is, which He
performs on us through His goodness, it is even greater when a saved sinner becomes a witness on
whom the good pleasure of God can rest. But it is greatest when a person has not only come to
personal faith in salvation and to a pleasing way of life in the church, but is completely convinced in
all the will of God and has become a fellow knower of the mysteries of God and may stand in perfect
representation of the nature of God, filled to the fullness of God as it dwells bodily in the firstborn
of the brethren.

Only there, when a believer had grown up from a child in Christ to a youth and a man, Paul
proclaimed the last and highest aims of God. "But we speak wisdom among the perfect." (1 Cor. 2:6)
He only gave milk to the underage. But since faith comes from preaching and preaching comes from
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God's word, one must leave the word from the beginning once and not always teach only the first
letters of the divine words! (Hebr. 5, 12 - 6, 2) Therefore he testifies that he preached the gospel
completely or fully or abundantly and that he was therefore pure from the blood of all because he
did not hold back to preach the whole counsel of God. The man of God, the man made a partaker
of the divine nature by faith, shall become perfect as his Father in heaven is perfect; and when it
shall appear what we shall be, then shall we be like Him, and shall be prepared, equipped, and fitted
for every good work.

This is the ultimate goal and purpose of all gifts and ministries within the church of Christ Jesus.
This high aim of man was determined by Him, who already at the creation of man said: "Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness (or: an image that is like us)." Love drove Him to do this because
it is His nature. And in love He ordained us beforehand to sonship according to the good pleasure
of His will. Sonship is a representation of the essence of the Father. Just as it is said of the firstborn
of the brethren, "He who sees me sees the Father," so it will be said of all the sons when the perfect
has come. And this will be the Father's supreme happiness, that His sons will be perfect as their
Father in heaven is perfect, and that they will be like Him.

But when the perfect will have come, then we will recognize as we have been recognized, i.e. we
will increase life in divine-spiritual procreation in the whole universe, and there will be no end to
the increase of life, because love never stops. For love is begetting multiplying life, and life is
begetting multiplied love. Therefore, life does not cease, nor does the increase of life cease, because
love does not cease. And love does not stop because it is from God and because God Himself is love.
Therefore, it is unceasing like God Himself. It is the bond that binds everything, the bond of
perfection. And only through it are we perfected and brought into fullness.

For the achievement of this high goal of love, God gave to each one of us as much grace as the gift
of Christ himself is great. And He, the eternally faithful and all-good and all-loving One, also brings
about the development of this gift of grace in us through the Christ dwelling in us. (Compare: 1 Petr.
5, 10. 11; Hebr. 31, 20. 21; 1 Thess. 5, 23. 24; 1 Cor. 1, 4-9; Eph. 2, 4-10; 1 Thess. 3, 12; Hebr. 7, 25;
2Cor.7,1;2Cor. 13, 9-11; Eph. 5, 18b-21!)

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace . . ." Haters cannot rejoice, nor can they be long-suffering
or kind or gracious. Only lovers can. But the love of God is only in those in whose hearts it has been
poured out by the Holy Spirit. Unbelievers who do not have the Spirit are not able to love with divine
love. And spiritual love does not reach far. It stops where the ego no longer gets its money's worth.
Then, however, it is also over with the joy with such people. That is why all "sourpusses" are not
spiritual people, but spiritual people. But that is why they are also full of restlessness. For the spirit
is life and peace, but the soul is like a lake, whose waves do not come to rest before every wind.
Whoever wants to come to rest, the spiritual must be separated from the spiritual. Otherwise, the
spiritual will always pull the whole person into the restlessness of the flesh. - Only lovers can rejoice
from the heart. Joy, however, is the hallmark of a fulfilled life. And for this reason only people who
have reached fullness and perfection have complete, lasting, perfect joy. The gospel, the joyful
message of God, the joyful message of the Father about the Son and about sonship, is indeed:
"Behold, | proclaim great joy to you, which will be to all the people." And Paul, who endured
everything for the Gospel like no other, writes of joy and rejoicing 16 times in the short Way letter
to the Philippians alone. Yes, he endures everything for the sake of the elect, so that they too may
attain the blessedness that is in Christ Jesus, together with eternal glory. Not human, temporal joy,
not spiritual joy, but spiritual high joy of divine kind and perfection, as it was and is in Christ and also
in the Father, who tore the heavens apart in holy fatherly joy and testified over the Son: "This is my
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased."

But as the Father loved and loves this firstborn of the brethren, so He loves all those who are born
after Him. For God wants to bring many sons to glory. They shall all be like Him and do the same
works as the firstborn did when He walked on this earth. Yes, they shall do greater works than the
firstborn, because in the meantime He went to the Father and was exalted and glorified and thus
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has unlimited authority over the spirit. Therefore, the Spirit of Sonship is the mark and pledge of the
sons of God for the full-allotment of the inheritance and the full-implementation of the Sonship
glory in them.

He who does not recognize this ultimate purpose of God and Christ with the body church can also
never work purposefully and with true purpose within the church. Therefore, he is guilty of the
blood of the brethren. For the gospel is growing and fruitful in the whole cosmos, as well as among
us, and only those who do not let themselves be moved from the hope of the gospel preached in
the whole creation (ktisis) - not only on earth - are presented holy, blameless and blameless before
His face. And for its unveiling the whole creation (ktisis) waits with its neck stretched out.

Thus, the end returns to the beginning. The origin of all things and all being of creatures is the love
of God. But love is the will to community. God wants us! He proved this by giving the son of love for
us. And everything that He wants, He also does. And when He has all of us - and that in the same
glory in which He now already possesses the firstborn - and when He has fulfilled and carried out all
promises through the members of the body church and has begotten the All into life, then His will
of love is fulfilled with the creation, and all are with Him, and He Himself is all in all.

He who has received grace cannot be selfish, or else he is a vile servant. He who is loved in this way
can and must love all others with the same love out of the innermost urge of his heart and mind.
From the love of God grows brotherly love, and from brotherly love grows universal human love.
Thus, those who went through the forecourt of justification into the sanctuary of hope and from
there into the holy of holies of love, after their completion in love, go out again into the sanctuary
to the brothers and from there to the others who are still busy in the forecourt with the cleansing
of sins and are waiting for justification by God. And they bring out to those who do not yet possess
it in full measure, but who are waiting in their hearts for the satisfaction of their deepest longings
in spite of their weakness, all that has been placed in their hearts and on their hands in the Most
Holy Place in communion with the living God in terms of blessings and bliss and glory. This instinct
of love for the brethren makes us willing to endure everything for their sake, and thus to perfect
love in sacrifice, so that they too may enjoy the full bliss of Christ Jesus Himself, joined with aeonian
glory.

Whoever's heart is not moved by the love of God in such a way that he wants the highest measure
for the brothers, namely the perfection into the image of God, we must fear that he will one day be
treated according to the standard he created for himself. For with the measure with which we
measure, we ourselves will also be measured. And God determines the measure of our love for Him
according to the measure with which we love His children. God wants to be loved by His own in His
own! Everything else is self-deception. That is why we love the brothers and long for them
everything that we ask for ourselves, so that they and we may reach the perfection and completion
that God desires.

13. purposeful, purposeful effort

"...to which | also strive..." (or: "To this | strive!’)

For Paul, the most important thing was not the last request of the Twelve to the Lord departing from
them: "Lord, will You restore the kingdom to Israel in this time?", but the revelation of God's secret
will: to bring the All under one head.

As clearly and unambiguously it is promised for Israel that it will stand once at the head of the
nations in the thousand-year kingdom, in order to bring them the blessings of these last days of
mankind on earth to their dwellings, for which the twelve tribes of Israel will be judged and prepared
by the twelve, - just as clearly and unambiguously it is testified for the present time that the body
church is to represent the very manifold wisdom of God to the princes and powers in the heavens,
yes, that it will judge the cosmos and the angels once.

The example for Israel's activity in the kingdom was given by the Lord through His walk in the
lowliness of the flesh, when He walked on earth, raised the dead, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
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and so on. In the Millennial Kingdom, all these things will be practiced in general, because there the
needs of mankind will be met and satisfied in the form of earthly happiness to the maximum extent.
The body church, however, does not receive its orientation primarily through the Christ according
to the flesh, but through the Christ of glory. With Him it is one spirit. Yes, the Exalted One lets us say
through Paul: "Though we have known the Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him no
more so." (2 Cor. 5:16) He who does not heed these distinctions can never present himself to God
as a proven worker who has nothing to be ashamed of because he rightly divides the word of truth
and cuts it in a straight line, i.e., to each of the three bodies of salvation: Israel, the body church and
the nations, their own allotted and also practically conveyed.

Therefore, it was not the humiliated one who revealed himself to Paul on the soil of Palestine, i.e.
Canaan, but the exalted and glorified one, outside the country, at the gates of the pagan city of
Damascus. And this initial revelation was followed by other visions and revelations. (Compare Acts
9 with Acts 13:1-4; 22:17-21; 2 Cor 12:1-4; Gal 2:1, 2).

This unveiling of the unfathomable riches of the Christ was no longer done for the purpose of
establishing a kingdom on earth to satisfy the longing of men, as it happens in the Millennium, but
in order to present the manifold wisdom of God through the church to the princes and mighty men
in the heavens in the present time.

Revealed to Paul were the final purposes of the eons, the final purposes of God with all of His
creation as set forth in the purpose of the eons and as brought forth into life without remnant by
the begetting of the universe.

Therefore, Paul could and could not be satisfied with anything less than the presentation of the
whole counsel of God in his ministry and his proclamation, if he did not want to be guilty of
embezzlement and thus become guilty of the blood of the brethren. Therefore, it is the high goal of
his laborious struggle to present every man perfectly in Christ. This goal was never out of the
apostle's sight, and in view of this he also testifies:

"To this end, | strive!"

That is determined work!

Paul knows what he is struggling for. In the following verses of the second chapter he tells the
Colossians that he wants them to know what a great struggle he has for them, so that they may all
attain to all the riches of the fullness of the understanding of the mystery of the God and Father Jesus
Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

If we take such a divine goal and purpose of the work of the body church and look at the doctrinal
goals and final purposes of the practical work, as they are widely strived for in churches and free
churches, communities and associations and free circles of all kinds, we must be deeply shocked by
the spiritual decay and the downright desolate situation and crying poverty of whole groups and
circles and associations. The goal that God Himself set for the body church is no longer strived for.
The essential spiritual substance has been lost. The lack of strength proves it sufficiently. It extends
to all ages. Not only do the young no longer know the Scriptures, but also among many older people
there is a dark ignorance. In countless places, people come to Bible studies without a Bible. One
person talks, the others sleep. In Bible courses and "deepening weeks", the serving brother is
stunned when he "assumes too much" or even dares to ask where this or that stands. - Nothing,
however, is more desolate for the one who serves the Word than when he speaks into the void, into
a hollow space from which no echo comes, no living reverberation resounds.

One can only say with a bleeding heart: "My people perish for lack of knowledge" (Hosea 4:6) or:
"Therefore my people are led away into captivity for lack of knowledge" (Isa. 5:13).

It is true that people still sing here and there: "He has set your goal high in the sky Himself. But if
you ask, "What goal?" you usually don't get an answer, but only embarrass people. But instead,
you diligently provide the "trinkets of the world". At best, one serves the tables down here and
forgets about the far more important service of the upper table.
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How is it in these things with ourselves, with you and me? Are we not lacking in any gift of grace, or
do others have to fill the lack of our service? - Do we take care that no one lacks the grace of God?
- Or do we make ourselves guilty of the blood of the brethren by not proclaiming the whole counsel
of God, even from a purely doctrinal point of view? - And what about us taking possession of all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge? - And what about all the riches of the fullness of the
understanding of the mystery of God? - And on how many people have we honestly labored in
single-minded struggle to present them perfect in Christ?

What do we work for? - And for what are we reviled? - Are we not moved by the groans and sighs
of the creature waiting for salvation, of the creation yearning? - And do we help to equip the saints
for their future service in space? - Are we a spectacle to the cosmos? - And do we represent to the
princes and powers in the sky the manifold wisdom of God? - And are we really a triumphal
procession for God, through which He daily condemns Satan to silence? -

How do we call ourselves stewards of God's mysteries when we have little idea of those mysteries?
And where will it end with the congregations entrusted to us by the Lord, if we are always told
before the start of a lesson: "Speak as simply as possible! Our people don't understand anything
else!

Paul testifies in the last chapter of his last letter to his child Timothy in a most holy testimony: "I
earnestly testify before God and Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and at His
appearing and His kingdom: Preach the word! Hold fast to it in season and out of season. Convict,
punish, admonish with all longsuffering and teaching! ... Carry out your ministry!"

That means above all: Preach! Preach! Preach!

Preach, whether the time is convenient or inconvenient for them! Preach whether they want to
hear the word of truth or not! Do not preach for their ears! It is all the same whether they like your
word or not. Convict, chastise, exhort with all earnestness and doctrine! And if they will not hear
you and turn against you, suffer tribulation for the gospel, as | do! But in any case, preach and testify
and carry out your ministry!

Almost unnoticed, the teaching grows into life. From the knowledge about the "for what?" and
"what for?" comes the faith, which works itself out in the love. After the "for this" follows the
continuation: "l strive"!

Are we also making an effort to do this?

Many do not even have the knowledge of the "what for" of their faith. That is bad. But it is even
worse when one has the knowledge and yet does nothing! It is a mighty deception of Satan that he
makes many believers believe that it is so glorious that they have recognized the grace; now they
should do nothing at all, otherwise the grace will be diminished. It would be enough if they
recognized their "position" and held on to it.

But God wants us not only to be pardoned sinners, but to be representative saints, representing the
Word of Life.

"But though a man fight, yet shall he not be crowned, because he fought lawfully." - "Therefore |
endure all things for the elect's sake, that they also may obtain the blessedness that is in Christ
Jesus, with eternal glory."

With God everything is essence and life, truth and reality; nothing is form or appearance or even lie
and unreality with Him. Therefore, He does not allow Himself to be stalled or deceived with empty
forms. Yes, He also expects us to turn away where there are only forms of godliness, but whose
power is denied.

So also His word is a word of life, not a pale, unsubstantial theory (theology). "The words | have
spoken to you are spirit and are life!" But life must be lived! Therefore, the word of life should not
only be taught formally, but lived in essence, so that it is not a dead letter, but spirit and power; not
only a theoretical knowledge, but a practical presentation!
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The Gospel is God's power, for salvation to every believer! The fact that a degenerated Christianity
mixed the gospel with Greek philosophy, Jewish legalism and pagan worldview and thus turned the
revelation of God into a religion of man, which is according to man - contrary to Galatians 1:11, 12
- is the greatest deception of Satan in the almost two thousand year history of Christianity. Hand in
hand with the secularization of Christianity went its emptying of divine substance. The spirit, which
is the truth, the essence, dwindled more and more. With it, power and authority dwindled. In their
place came a form of godliness without power. The forms can be described and taught with empty
words; but the power is effective and renews the world. Doctrines and doctrinal systems can also
be established by unbelief and brought to the attention of the general public, by whom they are
then more or less recognized and approved, depending on whether they suit one or not. But by
accepting a doctrinal system, one does not become implanted in the living Christ, but only a follower
of a human religion or a sect.

The living God can only be experienced through spirit generation and then lived out in essential
representation, just as love can only be grasped in loving, but not in theoretical explanations and
descriptions.

Paul's single-minded effort for every single person was therefore not just an occasional cooperation
in a general religious business, but a wrestling match for life and death, which was fought out with
all spiritual gifts and powers at his disposal in a conscious objective. This is also how his co-workers
fought. And to the Thessalonians he could affirm, "We thank God always for you all, mentioning you
in our prayers, ceaselessly mindful of your work of faith and efforts of love and perseverance of
hope."

Efforts of love! Why? -

Because love is the sum of the law, its full measure (Rom. 13:10).

Therefore, you elect and saints and beloved of God, to whom He opened the consummation mystery
of the body church through His servant Paul, which is: "Christ in you - the hope of glory," let us follow
in the footsteps of this model of the body church, and after the knowledge of doctrine, let us now
also present the life of Christ dwelling in us according to His efficacy in us, and let us testify in word
and deed:

"To this end, | strive!"

14 Paul's ministry a wrestling match

"...by struggling..."

Among all the evangelists who ever walked this earth, no one can be compared to the apostle Paul
in richness of labor, extent of the field of labor, depth of knowledge, devotion, abundance of fruit,
etc. He could say without exaggeration, "l have worked more than all of them."

However, this is true not only for the extent of his work, but above all for its quality, for its purity
and depth, its clarity and power, its expediency and intensity, but above all for its high aim: to
present each one perfectly in Christ, to bring each one to spiritual maturity, to bring all to the full
measure of the fullness of the Christ.

The struggle to form the Christ in the believers is the great wrestling match in Paul's life. And
everywhere where there is living community, the believers have the same struggle! Thus Paul can
write to the Philippians: "It has been given to you concerning the Christ not only to believe in Him,
but also to suffer for Him, since you have the same struggle, which you saw in me and now hear
from me". (Phil. 1, 29 f.)

This great struggle only flared up in its full extent when Paul sat in prison in Rome as "Paul the Old"
in the last years of his life. He probably had many and difficult struggles from the beginning. The
Acts of the Apostles bear witness to this, and in the first letters of the apostle it also sounds again
and again what tribulations he had to endure. But from the time of his imprisonment in Rome on,
he was exempt from the external persecutions, which he had to endure mainly because of the
persecutions of the Jews. Now, however, in the loneliness of death row, where he awaits his
execution, the great final struggle of his already so tremendous life drama begins for him. - It is no
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longer a fight against flesh and blood, but against the principalities and powers that rule in the air,
against the dark forces of wickedness in the heavenly worlds, the world rulers of darkness, yes,
against the cunning war methods of Satan himself. And this great final battle, this wrestling match
in its highest proportions, Paul wages precisely for the churches that had not seen his face in the
flesh at all!

The great final struggle of his life, which he wages on death row in Rome, is a prayer wrestling match,
a wrestling match of the prayer of faith for the flock entrusted to him. Thus His Lord and Head, Christ,
when the hour had come for Him to go out of this world to the Father, fought in the great High
Priestly Prayer and then in that wrestling match in Gethsemane in which His sweat fell to the earth
like drops of blood. In the same way, the experience of each individual believer follows the line that
for each one the word stands at the beginning - the word of faith, from which faith comes - and that
with increasing maturity it goes into the communion of the saints and the communion of the blood
of Christ, until finally at the end there is prayer, in which faith has to do only with the Father in the
encounter in the Holy of Holies. First, God speaks to us so that we can believe; then, out of this faith,
we speak to Him and with Him about His own.

This terminus of the life of faith had also come for Paul in Rome, as it had come for the Lord himself
in Gethsemane. And just this prayer wrestling in the death row of Rome reveals to us impressively
the shepherd heart of Paul, who appears to us not only as the greatest evangelist and teacher of
the church of the nations, but also as the greatest shepherd of the flock of Christ after the arch-
shepherd Christ.

The older Paul became, the more lonely he became. In his last letter he writes: "You know this, that
all who are in Asia have turned away from me." Among these was the church of the Ephesians. What
a glorious, outstanding testimony he had still given them in the letter to the Ephesians from his first
imprisonment in Rome! How he still made known to them the unfathomable riches of Christ! And
yet they all deserted him! His fear, which he had made known to the elders of Ephesus at his
departure, had thus already come true during his lifetime. Only one faithful one had remained:
Onesiphorus.

How could it have come to this? - Can one hear the whole counsel of God, as Paul testified to the
Ephesians night and day for three years, and in addition receive such a superior written account as
the Ephesians received in the apostle's mighty letter, and then still turn away and separate from this
legitimized apostle of Christ Jesus, who was proven to be certified? - Had he not sent them, after
his personal departure from them, still his most faithful co-worker, his true child in the faith,
Timothy, so that he as overseer and leader of the church of Ephesus might set everything in order,
because even then some had departed from the ultimate goal of the commandment and had turned
to vain babblings? -

Even the most faithful of the faithful, a Paul, a Timothy, a Titus, a John, etc., were not able to stop
the decay of the unfaithful, which occurred simultaneously with the maturation of the faithful. And
so it is still today. Man cannot stand against the laws of order within the congregation, which
operate with divine precision. God is a God of order. Whoever does not submit to His orders in
obedience of faith will be eliminated by nature.

The obedience of faith is under the pleasure of God. The disobedience is put under discipline. This is
how it is at all times and in all healing bodies. Any attempt to deceive oneself about these divine
ordinances by bending doctrinal formulations into shape is self-deception or deception of the
congregation by cunningly devised error.

The decay already began in the church of the first time. Just notice 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, where Paul
says that there were sins that were not common even among the Gentiles.

The word of life was no longer represented! A form of godliness, which was satisfied by the
construction of pure "doctrinal formulas", had taken the place of the godly essence of piety, which
was born of the spirit and as fruit of the spirit was the testimony of the saints to the world, the
spectacle for angels and men. The dispute over doctrinal issues came to the fore. This cancer spread
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like a devouring fire. It took hold of the whole of Christendom in the course of the soon to be two
thousand year history of Christianity and had its effect in religious wars, witch burnings, executions,
drownings, banishments, expulsions, boycotts, funeral pyres, and so on. And it will continue to have
an effect until the beast drops the present mask and mercilessly abandons to starvation anyone who
does not take the mark of the beast on his hand or forehead. This is the real final result of religion,
custom and culture!

Evil always reaches its maximum on the religious level. It was not the common people who put the
Lord to death, but the educated religious upper class of Israel. And it is the same in all other nations.
"For brethren, ye became imitators of the assemblies of God which are in Judea, because ye also
suffered the same things of your own countrymen, as they also suffered of the Jews." (1 Thess. 2:14)
If a person turns away from faithfulness and inwardly alienates himself from the essence of piety,
Godliness, he seeks formal reasons for his excuse, but he cannot make up for the corruption of his
mind, the damage to the soul, the loss of character, unless God gives him grace to change his mind
(= repentance).

Therefore, keep your heart more than everything, because from it are the exits of life! He who does
not keep his good conscience cannot keep the mystery of the gospel, but suffers shipwreck in the
faith. Where the conscience is clear, the peace of God dwells, and this alone preserves heart and
mind in Christ Jesus and brings us to rest as God does.

My dear brother in the Lord, who reads this brief testimony of the apostle Paul's poignant wrestling
match, let us stand for a moment in holy self-examination and ask ourselves, "What have | done
hitherto to help preserve the erring saints, that they may be blameless in the day of the Lord? -
This sense of responsibility of each member of the body for all the members is the essence of practical
Christianity! "Bear one another's burdens, and so you will fulfill the law of Christ!" (Gal. 6, 2) Love
does not seek its own, but what is of the other. It is the sum, the fullness, the full measure (=
plarooma) of the law. By holding on to the truth in love, we bring all to grow into Him who is the
head, the Christ.

At the beginning of humankind, the firstborn son of Adam Cain said, "Shall | be my brother's
keeper?" - This was the answer of the first man-killer on this earth to God's question, "Where is your
brother Abel?" -

Once at the judgment seat of Christ, what answer do we give to the question, "Where is your
brother?" - Where did your brother stay? - Where did you leave your brother? - Why did you leave
him to his fate? - How hotly and earnestly and faithfully and lovingly did you contend for him? -
Only then, when we ourselves feel something of the sense of responsibility of love, which seeks not
its own, but what is of the other, do we sense and understand something of the need of a holy
shepherd's heart, which sits in prison in Rome, far from the beloved flock, and struggles there with
the last weapon it has left: with the power of the prayer of faith.

Three times Paul speaks in his letter to the Colossians, who had never seen his face and therefore
did not know him personally, about his wrestling for them, his wrestling match (agoon,
agoonizomai), in which Epaphras also took part.

In total, the word family "wrestle" is used seventeen times in the New Testament, mainly by Paul.
To understand the meaning of the word, let us first look at Luke 22:44.

There it is said of the Lord's wrestling battle in Gethsemane: "And when He was in wrestling battle,
He prayed more fervently; and His sweat became like clots of blood falling down to the earth."- Read
also the two preceding verses! There He completely sacrifices His own will and is strengthened by
an angel from heaven. Such a close fight with death was fought that heaven had to strengthen the
Lord in His wrestling match against hell, against the power of darkness in its hour.

In this wrestling match of powers, Christ stood at the center in Gethsemane, because there His
perfect obedience as a man had to be proven by what He suffered, even though He was the Son of
God.
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This is also the ultimate purpose of all the faith and prayer wrestling that God's elect and saints and
beloved wage as firstfruits. All gospel preaching is done for the ultimate purpose of bringing about
obedience of faith among all nations. Obedience, however, is an outflow of mind. This was clearly
shown in the attitude of Christ Jesus, who was obedient to the point of death, even death on the
cross. And this attitude should also be in us, so that we may be of one mind.

Already the father of faith Abraham had to put the promise completely back into the hand of God
at the figurative sacrifice of his son Isaac on Moriah, so that the promise giver alone would have the
honor to carry out and fulfill His promise in a way that is only appropriate and corresponding to Him.
And this path, which is only fitting for God, which He Himself walked with His Son and which He
made Abraham, Paul and all the models of faith walk, He also makes you and me and every believer
walk, if we are to reach spiritual maturity, complete detachment from all creaturely things and sole
trust in the Giver of the promise.

We are all to be renewed in the spirit of our mind (in the pneuma of our nous). And this with the
ultimate goal of being filled to the fullness of God.

Towards this goal Paul fights and struggles for all the saints. Therefore, the captivity letters, the so-
called fullness letters: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, are primarily letters of prayer and pastoral
care, and it is not for nothing that the middle verse of the letter to the Ephesians is called: "for the
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry".

Prayer warfare for the church is wrestling with the spirit powers in the authority of the Spirit of God.
See Gethsemane! Behold the death row in Rome! And remember the hour of temptation that will
come upon the whole world, as the hour of the power of darkness came upon the Lord in
Gethsemane! And we must be made like Him in everything!

Only a will completely surrendered to God can fight this battle in truth. Only from the heart of God
and from the victory of Christ can the world and its prince be overcome with faith.

Nothing is more obstructive in this fight than disobedience or self-will! For disobedience is sorcery
sin, and self-will is idolatry and idolatry. These things bring us under the spell and slavery of Satan
and sin. Therefore, the disobedient and self-willed will never be free! For in truth, only he who no
longer has to do what his flesh wants is free. Released from his bondages is only he who has truly
died to them. "He who has died is set free from sin."(Rom. 6, 7) But he who is not free himself cannot
set others free.

As in the pasture the pegged goat can go only as far as its rope is long, so we can loosen others only
as far as we ourselves are loosened. Therefore, in pastoral care, spiritual authority is more important
than any method and than all knowledge in the field of psychology, however useful all this may be
as an aid to diagnosis. Healing comes from the power of the spirit, not from natural knowledge.
Wrestling matches of the spirit with the spirit world are not feasible with psychic means. In this field,
pneumatology (knowledge of the spirit) is more important than psychology (knowledge of the soul)
And more important than both together is the charisma, the gift of grace, the spiritual authority.
Of this wrestling match we read: "You have not yet opposed each other to the death, wrestling with
sin. (Heb. 12:4) "Strive to enter in through the narrow gate." (Luk 13:24) "He who wrestles is celibate
in everything." (1 Cor. 9:25)

Those who are begotten into the new life should strive to grasp it in all its fullness, as Paul urges his
true child in the faith, Timothy, to do.

But Paul may testify about himself: "I have wrestled in the delicious wrestling match, | have
completed the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, with which the Lord will reward me in that day, He, the righteous Judge; and not only
for me, but also for all who love His appearing". (2 Tim. 4, 7. 8)

One can have all spiritual gifts and still be a minor. Spiritual maturity is not a matter of disposition
or talent, but of growth and probation.

Therefore:
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Wrestle rightly, when God's grace

draws you and converts you,
SO that your spirit may be unloaded
from the burden that weighs it down.
Wrestle with prayer and crying out,
fierily persevere with it; do
not be
sorry for a moment,
even if it is done
day and night.

(J. J. Winckler)

Last maturity is only in the last solitude, alone with God! Everything else is forecourt or sanctuary,
but not the last in the Holy of Holies!
Let us not fall prey to the great deceiver, Satan, who wants to downplay the seriousness of the
situation and cheat the unwary out of the battle prize!
Let us look at the one who endured such great opposition from sinners, Christ, the head of the
church, and let us look at the model of the sons' church that the exalted Christ presented to us in
His servant Paul, and let each of us imitate this pattern by consciously fighting the wrestling match
of faith and confessing with Paul:
"by wrestling".
15. Paul fights according to the effectiveness of Christ
"...according to His efficacy, which works in me in power."
He who draws from himself is soon exhausted. The spiritual life energy, which is given to the
creature, is in relation to the omnipotence of the creator more insignificant than the current
strength of a small flashlight in relation to the power station of a giant dam, which produces millions
of kilowatts, or than the luminosity of a firefly in relation to the radiation power of the sun.
How would Paul have dared to fight the giant battle against the elemental powers and cosmokrator,
the world rulers of darkness, out of his own strength? -
Just look at the contrast between the fight against a demon, which the sons of the high priest Skeva
led, and the fight, which Paul describes in the letter to the Ephesians and for which he proved his
authority several times! - The sons of Skeva were not able to cast out even one of the smallest
subjects of Satan, but were overwhelmed by him, while Paul confronts the whole system of the
world rulers (= cosmocrator). A sweat cloth from his body was enough to heal the diseases of others
and to cast out the evil spirits. Thereby sweat is an image of weakness. The weakest of Paul was
enough to drive out the spirit powers of the cosmos.
All this was possible only because it was not his human power in which he fought. He no longer lived
his own life, but Christ lived in him, and the Christ dwelling in him unfolded in the weak vessel of
election the mighty power of His strength, the authority of His God-glory and God-fullness. For it is
the same effective power with which God raised Him from the dead that is now to be revealed in us,
the believers.
The glory power and fullness of God's strength, which made the earth tremble on the first Easter
morning, so that the rocks were torn apart and the graves of the Old Testament saints were opened,
and the bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were resurrected and, after His, i.e. Christ's,
resurrection, went out of their graves and went into the holy city and appeared to many, shall now
also be manifested in us. This means that we - you and | - are to experience and represent the whole
resurrection power and glory of God day by day as those who have risen with Christ! Remember: it
is the same exuberant power with which God raised Him from the dead that is now to be revealed
in us, the believers! We - you and | - are to experience Easter every day and represent His
resurrection being as co-resurrected every day, because our spirit is already life, and life from His
life. Every day we are to have all the power and glory of the Father of Glory at our disposal. For this
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purpose, grace has been given to each one of us according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Just
as He ascended above all the heavens and before that descended into the lower parts of the earth,
so wide is the sphere of the gift of grace that has also been given to you and me in the same measure
as to the head of the church, the firstborn of the brethren. For the Father loves us, just as He loved
Him, the firstborn of the brethren.

The power of our inner man shall be according to the riches of the Father's glory; for it is the "Christ
in us," the hope of glory, who works in us in power. And according to this efficacy of the Christ of
glory working in us should be the effect of His indwelling in us and on us.

This power is in Him, not in ourselves! Therefore we have to take care with fear and trembling that
we do not connect ourselves to the wrong socket, i.e. not to our own mental energy, in our wrestling
match with the spirit world, so that we do not fight in our own power, but in the power of His
strength, that is, however, in the same power of strength with which God raised the Christ from the
dead and set Him at His right hand over every other power and authority and dominion. When we
switch on the power station, we have to watch with the utmost care that our own "operating fuel"
is not switched on, but rather that it remains completely switched off, so that the one who is active
in us can have an uninhibited effect according to the effectiveness of His strength, which works in
usin power. "For it is God who works in us the will and also the work according to His good pleasure,"
i.e. according to His desire, according to His will of delight.

God wants to work in us in delight, not saddened or subdued or even judicial, but in the highest of
all delights, in love. Therefore, we should be careful with fear and trembling that no one and nothing
disturbs the blissful work of love in us, so that love can work in us through the Christ dwelling in us
in all its length and breadth and depth and height, until we are filled with all God's fullness, filled to
the full measure of God Himself.

It is not for nothing that the words are written three times in the Song of Songs: "I swear to you that
you do not awaken or stir up love until it pleases you! (2,7; 3, 5; 8, 4)

Only in this way can one come to testify: "All things | can do in HIM who makes me mighty: Christ!"
And only in this way can the maximum of God's blessedness, God-blessedness, be produced in us.
And precisely for this reason, and for this reason, nothing should inhibit the effect of the love of God
and of Christ in us. For this reason, Paul admonishes us to be careful that nothing in us that could
somehow hinder the desire of God and His Christ working in us, to fully work out the power of love
in us.

For many believers, perhaps for the vast majority, the mystery of becoming fruitful, the mystery of
spiritual maturity, the consummation mystery of Christ, remains lost because they want to solve it
intellectually and not lovingly. The attempt to solve the mystery of the most intimate communion
of love with God and His Christ with the head instead of with the heart leads only to a theory of
knowledge that is and remains without power and essence. It is about as much as if a bachelor reads
an engagement announcement in the newspaper and takes note of it, but remains completely
untouched himself and has no intention of an engagement of his own, because he feels no affection
for anyone. The love-like consummation of becoming one in the spirit brings the essential solution
and at the same time the practical representation.

A simple picture will illustrate this.

Paul once presents the mystery of becoming one in the spirit in the image of becoming one in the
flesh: marriage.

In a marriage, when a woman longs for motherhood according to her divine destiny, she herself is
never able to satisfy that longing. She cannot beget life within herself. This requires self-sacrifice in
love on her part; for the begetter is the man. Without full surrender to the man, the woman never
comes to motherhood. Only in this way have we all been begotten into life, and indeed this is how
it happens according to God's will.

It is the same in the spiritual realm. Our spirit is not male-producing, but female-receiving. Only
when God's spirit as the male begetting becomes one with our spirit as the female receiving, new
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life arises in us. And every new becoming one with God, every unification between His spirit and our
spirit, increases the life of the spirit in us and thus at the same time the power and the authority.
This increase of life is therefore only possible through becoming one, but not through the knowledge
of this fact. But becoming one requires complete devotion from the receiving part.

God is love. Love, however, never rapes the beloved (or the beloved). It waits for love in return, for
devotion. God works out everything loving and begetting in us; but He waits for our loving devotion.
Then, however, all ego-cramping dissolves in blissful two-unity.

One who experienced this in himself sings:

How long I labored,
sighing under sin and pain,
but when / surrendered to Him,

His peace flowed into my heart!

And Tersteegen puts it this way:

As the delicate flowers unfold willingly
and hold still to the sun,
let me so, still and glad,
grasp Your rays and

let You work!

This is the secret of our power: to let Him work in us! Do you know this blessed secret? -

And now, finally, the question once again: In what power are we fighting?

Do you wrestle the great wrestling match in your own power, in the natural, spiritual energy, or
even in the power of the demons? Or do we wrestle the delicious wrestling match of faith according
to the efficacy of the Christ who dwells in us and works in us in power? -

One's own strength does not go far. It is soon exhausted. But the power of the Christ is inexhaustible,
because it is uncreated. The power of the only begotten is the power of the Father, who is in the
Son as the Son is in us.

Let us surrender ourselves to Him in complete heart surrender! And let us confess with Paul: "He
said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is accomplished in weakness. Therefore | will
boast much more gladly of my infirmities, that the power of Christ may dwell upon me. Therefore |
delight in infirmities, in reproaches, in hardships, in persecutions, in anxieties for Christ; for when |
am weak, then am | strong."

Then the end will be good, according to His effectiveness, which works in us in power!

Editor's note: Because of the unusual arrangement of the corresponding biblical passages in the
underlying book and the difficulty of capturing them by the OCR program, the individual references
have generally been omitted. However, if you need the Bible passages at certain areas of this
execution by Karl Geyer, you can request them from me by e-mail ( mailto@tapanta.de ).
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