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PREFACE

If we trace the words of the Holy Scriptures chosen for the title
of this booklet, they will more and more appear to us as a
small, fine treasure-key, which allows us with simplicity to per-
ceive and have access to so many treasures of the knowledge of
God, insofar as the Spirit of God opens our inner eyes.

Much disputed and burning questions may well appear for
many in new enlightenment which makes it possible for us to
get a fairly clear and outlined answer. These are for instance:

1.
2.

The will of man and its sphere of activity.
The seat and the central meaning of the thoughts of
the heart.

3. The starting-point for the judgements of God.
4. The pre-destination and the judgement.

5.
6
7

The difference of character between the believer and
the unbeliever.

. God hardens hearts, why, what for?
. God causes the will and the accomplishment.

The writer of these lines had already given up the hope of re-
ceiving in this life a satisfactory answer to the above mentioned
questions, as many of the biblical testimonies seem to contra-
dict themselves.

Then God made him more and more aware of certain words in
the Proverbs of Solomon, until from them a new glimmer of
hope appeared, which enabled him to get to some extent a sa-
tisfactory answer from the Holy Scriptures themself.

This edition is made for perception of these things by a simple
classification and sectioning of the trains of thought.



Prov.23.26

Prov.4.23

Job 17.11

Psalm 139.
1.2.23

Prov. 16.1

See the proper
explanations in the
“Companion Bible"
Hebrew Text

Should it be possible that God the Highest asks for some-
thing from such people as us? Yes, indeed!

Therefore it would be most important to know what the all-
knowing God in his wisdom has made the object of his re-
quest:

He says: “My son, give me thine heart!” God knows that
through the fulfilment of this wish, the most hidden source
and area of a man’s life is given completely into his hand.

For, here this applies: “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life.”

With this request, God at the same time declares that, first
of all, the things in the sphere of the heart have been given
into the possession of man and are at his sole command:

“My days are past, my plannings are broken off, even the
possessions of my heart,” says Job. The reserves of the will
and the trains of thought of a man’s heart are first of all a
territory, where God is willing to do troublesome research-
work in order to be able to take complete control, and take
the well-meaning measures which seem fit to his watchful
eye.

“0, Lord, Thou hast searched me, and known me, . . . Thou
understandest my thought afar off, . . . search me, O, God,
and know my heart, try me, and know my thoughts.” Based
on these few references, we already begin to perceive how
far-reaching these things are. So we may with holy suspense
listen to the fulness of the biblical contexts in this sphere.

The word of Solomon: “The plannings of the heart are of
the man, but the answer of the tongue is from Jehova,” shall
manifest itself more and more to be the key-word to the spi-
ritual understanding of these burning questions. Let us take
note of the biblical testimonies which teach us about how the
willingness and selfwill of the heart are of crucial importance
before God. We are forced to be amazed how highly appre-
ciated and honoured the will of man is by his Creator.
Nevertheless, we are confronted by still more powerful
facts:



1) The will of God rules the Universe:

Eph.1.11
Rev. 4.11

Rom.9.19

“God worketh all things after the council of his own will.”

“For Thou hast created all things, and for Thy pleasure they
are and were created.”

“For who has resisted His will?”

2) All that which is of the will of God shall at the appointed time unquestio-
nably come to pass:

Eph.1.11

Psalm 135.6

Isaiah 43.13

Hab.2.3

Here, to the above mentioned verse in Eph. 1. 11, we only
need to put the emphasis as follows: “who worketh all things
after the council of his own will.”

“Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that does He
1. in heaven,
2. inearth,
3. intheseas, and
4. all deep places.” What a powerful word!

“Yea, before the day was, I am He; and there is none that can
deliver out of my hand: I will work and who shall avert it?”

“For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it
shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; for it will

- surely come, it will not be leaving undecided.”

Acts13.22.23
36.37;2.31

Christ will fulfill the whole will of God:
“I have found David (the beloved) the son of Jesse, a man
after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will.”

3) On the contrary, can only wish and will, but he cannot do what he

wants to do:

Prov.16.9

Jer. 10.23

Eccles. 9. 11

The phrase: “Where there is a will there is a way” applies
only to God, but not to man.

“A man’s heart deviseth his way; but the Lord directeth his
steps.”

“0, Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself; it is
not in man that walketh to direct his steps.”

“I saw that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the
strong, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour
to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all.”

4) The activity of the will within a man is something quite different from the

freedom of the outward act:

Rom.7.18  “For to will is present with me; but how to perform that which
is good I find not.”

Rom.7.19 “For the good that I would, I do not; but the evil which I
would not, that I do.”

Isaiah 8:10  “Take council together, and it will come to nought, speak the
word and it shall not stand.”

Psalm 33.10 “The Lord bringeth the council of the nations to nought: He
maketh the devices of the people of none effect.”

Gal.5.17 “Spirit and flesh . . . are contrary the one to the other: so that

ye cannot do the things that ye would.”

5) It is according to the council of God’s will that there are men who possess
their own will with which their thoughts are formed and considered within:

1. Cor. 16. 12
1.Cor.7.37

Luke 23.25
1.Peter 4.3
John 1.13

Col.2.23

“Apollos . . . his will was not at all to come at this time.”

“He that standeth steadfast in his heart and has no necessity,
but has power over his own will, and has so decreed in his
heart . . .”

Pilate delivered Jesus to the will of the Jews.
We have wrought the will of the Gentiles.

We were born not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man.

There is a show of wisdom in own will worship.

6) The will is the aim of the thoughts of the heart, not of the head:

Before quoting the biblical texts for this, we will simplify
these facts by comparing them with a modern radio-station,
whereby the heart represents the studio, that is the room in
which everything is produced originally; the understanding
or the brain represents the transmitting-station (its function
is only to transmit), and the mouth represents the loud-
speaker-system.

As the radio has a set programme of what is to be broadcast
to the public, so God in his foresight has made the decision
which of the things man has planned in his heart shall come
to pass.



Luke 1.51

1.Cor.7.37

Hebr. 4.12

Rom. 2. 15

Isaiah 10.7
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Not everything that takes place in the studio is allowed to
appear on the programme. Of the proceedings inside the
heart only those come out into the open, to which God has
given his permission. For, as there is a censor between the
studio and the transmitting-station to watch that nothing un-
authorised reaches the public, so God watches that of the
many thoughts and deliberations of the heart, only those
which He allows, pass through the transmitting-station of
the brain and the loud-speaker-system of the mouth out into
the open, or take place. Why do we hold our head when we
are troubled with difficult trains of thought? Because the
transmitting- or transforming-station of the brain is often
overloaded and worn-out by the strained process and impul-
ses of the heart.

It can happen that there is a mad confusion going on inside
the studio, without the transmitting-station, even less the
world outside, getting to know anything about it. If it hap-
pens to man, it means he himself is not even aware of the
goings on in his innermost. Now let us take note of the testi-
monies in the Word of God, which show us that our ability
to think and the activity of our will are laid down inside the
heart.

“He hath shewed strength with his arm; He hath scattered the
proud in the imaginations of their hearts.”

“He that standeth steadfast in his heart, having no necessity,
but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his
heart . . .”

“For the Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword . . . and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.”

“Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean
while accusing or else excusing one another.”

“Howbeit he (the king of Assyria as a rod of the wrath of God
against Jerusalem) meaneth not so, neither does his heart
think so; but it is in his heart to destroy und cut off nations not
afew.”

7) In the secrecy of the thoughts of the heart, I can do everything that the
outer man can do, yes, even more. In my heart I can live a whole life, even
if I lie in bed paralysend:

Psalm 58.2
Psalm 62.4

Mark 11.23
Luke 24, 25
Acts 7.39
Rom. 2. 15

Hebr. 3.10

Psalm 53.1
Job 1.5

Matth. 5. 28

Eph.1.18

Eph. 5.19

1.Cor.7.37

1.Peter 3.4

To this, we first of all read the following verses, which show
us

a) what the unrenewed man is able to do in his heart:
“Yes, in heart ye wickedness.”

“They only consult to cast him down from his excellency. ..
they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly.”

“. .. and shall not doubt in his heart.”

“O fools, and slow of heart.”

“Moses . . . to whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust
him from them, and in their hearts turned back again into
Egypt.”

“. . . in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness,
and their thoughts accusing or else excusing one another.”

“Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said:
they do always err in their heart.”
“The fool hath said in his heart: there is no God.”

“For Job said: It may be that my sons have sinned and
cursed God in their hearts.”

“But I say unto you: That whosoever looketh on a woman
to lust after her hath conmitted adultery with her already
in his heart.”

b) that the man renewed through faith now is able to
accomplish in his heart the things which please God:

“The eyes of your heart being enlightened; that ye may
know . ..”

“But be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your hearts to the Lord.”

“. .. He that standeth in his heart . . . and has so decreed in
his heart.”

“their apparel . . . let it be the hidden man of the heart, in
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek
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and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”
Here is a complete new man, who is created after God in
true holiness and righteousness, with all unfathomable
talents and dispositions in his heart. Compare “But he is
a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of
the heart, in the spirit.”

Rom. 2.29

8) This “to will, to do, and not to do” inside the heart is very much the affair
of man, Even for God it is at first such an unknown sphere that He has to
do difficult research-work:

Prov. 16. 1 “The plannings of the heart are of the man, but the answer of
the tongue is from the Lord.”

This verse tells us a lot. The proverbs of Solomon consist
mostly of a double sentence which appears to be a simple
repetition; in other verses there seems to be no connection
at all between the first and the second sentence, as for in-

stance:

Prov.19.2  “Also no knowledge of the soul is not good; and he that has-

teneth with his feet stumbles.”

In our verse 16. 1 however there is a clear set of contrasts in
which the word “but” gives it the interesting effect.

9) This means that the plannings of the heart do not come from Jehova, and,
on the other hand, that the answer of the tongue, namely the simple utter-
ing of a word, is not of man.

Normally we assume that we can speak, do and act as we
please. But before God, this is not so. Before we can even
take a breath, it has to be given and granted to us by God.
Only in the sphere of the heart or in the studio of the heart
can we do what we please, as far as God has not set us a limit.
The activities of the heart however consist solely of
thoughts, considerations, plannings and resolutions of the
will. But just through these hidden proceedings God has
enabled man a possibility to do what he wants to do. Let us
compare this with what Paul says in this respect:

Rom.2.5 “But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath.” And again in:
Eph.4.19 “They have given themselves over unto lasciviousness”,
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which also is done inside the heart. The latter can be seen by
their context. Furthermore we read another striking word
in:

Job 17.11 “My days are past, my purposes are broken off, even the

thoughts of my heart.” —

If we also think of those words which point to the fact that
God searches and examines our thoughts from afar in order
to know our intentions, we then learn that the proceedings
inside the heart are not from God, but that there is a sphere
where God does the research-work by weighing and testing
what goes on inside.

10) There is therefore a sphere where man can rule and deal as he pleases: with
the things that are given to him from God: in the plannings of his heart. But
as soon as he wants to put a thought into action, it has to have the permis-
sion and censorship of God.

In this way, everything that happens and exists comes from
Jehova. God’s decision has determined all outward happen-
ings and events, but not the proceedings inside the source of
life of man’s heart.

Naturally God, who examines our thoughts from afar, has
long before searched out what we shall consider and do, and
not do in our innermost, and what our inner attitude is to-
wards his instructions.

11) Based on this foreknowledge of the inner attitude of man God has fixed
his council with regard to the course of the history of the world, as well as
with regard to the smallest activities of his children.

1.Peter 1.2  If then the answer of the tongue comes from Jehova, that is,
has to be censored by Him before it can be spoken, how
much more do bigger acts have to have His permission be-
fore they can directly or indirectly come to pass. Therefore
we read in “A man’s heart deviseth his way, but Jehova direct-
eth his steps.” This tells us that man’s heart is free to plan
anything, but not one step can be taken outwardly without
God'’s permission. Accordingly, we can devise and “act” our
whole life while we lie perfectly still and quiet: (If this or that
happens, I will do this or that, or if this or that is said, I will
answer in this or that manner). For instance, Isaiah says:
Isaiah 57.17 “And he went on forwardly in the way of his heart.” But as

Prov. 16.9
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soon as we take a step outwardly, we can only do it if it is
according to the council of God.

12) We ask ourselves now: Does the answer of the tongue also come from Je-
hova, even if it is evil?

2.Sam. 5-14

The Scripture answers this with a clear “Yes”. But it is not so
that the evil answer or conversation of a man comes from the
heart of God, but only when God perceives in a man’s heart
a plan of an evil word and says to him “you shall do it”, then
the evil answer comes also from God. In practical life this is
made manifest simply by the fact that the man concerned is
able to, it is given to him, to perform it.

We have a striking biblical example in the story of David’s
flight. David says about Shimei, who is cursing him: “So let
him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, curse Da-
vid. Who shall then say, wherefore hast thou done so? . . . let
him alone, and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden him.”
And all the while walking next to David Shimei curses him.
And at the beginning, in verse 5, it says: “Shimei came forth
and cursed still as he came.” How then did God tell Shimei
that he should curse David? Certainly not in a voice or in a
dream, but God saw that Shimei in his heart has been waiting
for an occasion to curse David, the rival of his Lord, Saul.
Through the flight of David, God gives Shimei courage and
occasion to do it. David knows that Shimei could neither
walk nor speak if it had not been given to him from God,
and if it did not correspond with the council of the allwise
God. To know this is sufficient for David (the man after
God’s own heart) to listen to the cursing and to submit him-
self to the council of God.

A further example we take from the New Testament. One of
the high-priests, whose heart is full of envy and hatred
against Jesus, declares with this objectionable mind to his

John 11. 49. 50 fellow-counsellors: “Ye know nothing at all, nor consider

Prov. 16.33
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that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the
people, and that the whole nation perish not.” This he said
out of hostility towards Christ, which God allowed to be
revealed, for if we read these words from God's point of
view, we see that it contains a wonderful prophecy.

Let us further take a verse from Proverbs 16, 33:

13) “The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole disposing thereof is of the
Lord.” We can rattle the lottery-balls as long as we wish, and mix the lot-
tery-tickets in any way we want to, but that which is drawn is determined
by God. This picture of casting lots behind locked doors is a striking ex-
ample of what happens inside the man: Thoughts and considerations move
about as if the things that happen depend solely on them, but behold: the
outcome of it is completely different!

Jesus says: “Without me ye can do nothing.” Perhaps
these words become much more important, more powerful,
and also more wonderful in the above mentioned context.
Until now we took for granted that to do good we cannot do
without him, but to do evil we can surely do it without him.
How foolish! Furthermore, Jesus confirms that not one hair
shall fall from our head without the will of God, which is pro-
bably the most trifling possibility whereby we can be hurt,
and even here God uses complete control and power of de-
cision. In Job 1 it can be seen clearly that even the thoughts
of Satan have to have God’s permission before they can

1. King 22.22 come to pass. In 1. King 22, a similar thing happens, where
the thoughts of a lying spirit also need Jehova’s permission
before they can be brought into action.

14) Therefore only those thoughts of man which correspond with God’s de-
cision shall be performed, even if they are evil.

Prov.19.21  We read in the Proverbs “There are many devices in a man’s
heart; but the council of the Lord, it shall stand.” In this verse
we perceive the following: while there are many thoughts
in the heart of man, with God there is only one decision, and
while of the many thoughts not even one necessarily takes
place, the one decision of God will certainly come to pass.
Here, it should be correct to point out,

15) that God’s council has already taken into consideration the thoughts and
will of man, that is why also the evil things are present in God’s council.
But never do the evil or ungodly thoughts originate from the heart of God.

Whatever is according to the wonderful, good, wellpleasing
and perfect thoughts of the heart of God, finds its summary
and effect in the purpose which God has purposed in Himself
before the foundation of the world.
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16) This purpose is in accordance with the secret of God which He has pur-
posed in Himself, namely without consideration of man’s thoughts and
influence.

Eph. 1.10 This is why God’s predestination and purpose, being wholly
in accordance with his nature, consists in gathering together

the universe under one head, even Christ Jesus.

17) If then God’s council is firm and comes to pass including the evil, how
much more must the purpose and the secret of his will
come to pass gloriously, for here is the unspoilt manifestation of the will
of the heart of the Most High.

To repeat: In my heart I can wish or “do” what I please, but
I can only actually perform what God directly or indirectly
permits me to do, be it good or evil.

18) But the motive of the thoughts of man are evil since the fall of Adam;
“their thoughts are evil”.

Genesis 6.5 The first book of Moses bears witness to this in an explicit
manner: “Every imagination of the thought of man’s heart is
only evil continually”. Let us hear also what Jesus says: “For
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy,
pride, foolishness; all these evil things come from within,
and defile the man.” Jesus says this in connection with this,
that anything unclean or the eating of unclean food does not
(in the sight of God) make a man unclean. Further we read:
Matth. 15.18-20 “But those things proceed out of the mouth come forth from
the heart (also with Shimei) and they defile the man, for out of
the heart proceed evil thoughts, etc.” “These are the things
which defile a man; but to eat with unwashed hands defileth
not a man.”

Mark.7.21

Rom. 3.9-12 Paul cites here: “They are all under sin, as it is written, there is
none righteous, no, not one; there is none that understandeth,
there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of
the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one”, When we read this we imme-
diately think: “But there are a lot of people who do good”,
and consider not
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19) that God does not look on the outside but only on that which is done inside
the heart. Even with the most noble outward deed there is the planning of
the heart (which is the deed of the heart) evil with the man who is not borm

again.

Eph.2.3 Also we, the believers, have once walked in the lusts of the
flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and

were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.

In connection with this we take note of an important fact:

20) The heart being created by God is not evil as such, and is not blamable, on
the contrary, it is good, indeed very good.

But the plannings of the heart are evil. Just like the radio-
studio further back, we now use a chemical laboratory as a
comparison: The laboratory, that is, the building itself, is
well built, and the equipment is very good. It is very good
providing that all possible functions can be carried out in this
laboratory and that all, about 100, elements of the chemistry
are in stock. All this is, in its way, creatively present in the
heart of man. The instructor and chief of the laboratory
allows his apprentice to use the good equipment and the
good elements, and to combine them in different ways. The
chief gives him oral instructions as well as a written manual,
(The law of God is written on the table of their hearts) in or-
der that the newcomer knows which of the combinations are
the good ones, are of sweet savour, and produce useful
things. The instructor has not forgotten to put in ventila-
tion-outlets, perhaps even safety-vents- or valves in case of
explosions. He knew that most probably his apprentice
would one day brew up some things which are contrary to
that which is beneficial to man. When the pressure or stench
gets too strong inside, the safety-valves will start to function.
The things that happened inside the laboratory will now
partly emerge to the outside. Similarly it is with the heart
created by God in as much as man has the ability to enact or
leave the good things that God has put into our hearts.

21) The motives of the council and the thoughts of God are however always

goodness, joy and life. Even when He allows his children to carry out their
evil thoughts, He intends it to their good. Genesis 50. 20
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Eph.3.11 We know that He purposed the eternal purpose in Christ,

Acts 4.27.28 (that is, in the Son of love). In Acts 4, we learn of the won-
derful divine truth, that everything that was done against
Jesus by the Jews and the heathens, by Herod and Pilate to
put Him on the cross was determined before by the hand and
the council of God, that it shall be done. Here it is revealed
clearly that when God makes His decision what should hap-
pen according to His council, He seeks the best for man,
even for him who fights against Him. This verse in Jeremiah

Jer.29.11 bears witness to the same fact with these moving words: “For
I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a way out and a
hope.” Jehova says this of the Jews in exile in Babylon. The
reason why God led them to Babylon was not that they
should perish there, but so that He could make known to
them better and more effectively His thoughts of peace. The
reason for their exile is peace.

Lamentations “God does not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of
3 men”, is for us another proof of His kindness and loyalty of
Gen. 6.6 heart towards man, and, although He uses the rod of disci-
pline for our sake, “it grieves Him at His heart.” Perhaps we
Rom.11.32  have the most wonderful example in Romans 11. 32 where
again we see the council and the pre-determination of God
and where we read: “For God hath concluded them all to-

gether in unbelief, that He might have mercy upon all.”

22) While God allows his children to accomplish some evil thoughts, the hid-
den things of the heart come forth and are revealed, and at the same time
God uses these for our own good.

First of all we look at a text, which says concerning Jesus:

Luk.2.34.35 “Behold, He is set for the fall and rising again of many in Is-
rael; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; that the
thoughts of many hearts shall be revealed.”

In a congregation of believers the Spirit of God can cause the
thoughts of the heart of an unbeliever who is in their midst to
be revealed, so that he falls on his knees and worships God,
and declares that God is truly in their midst of the congrega-
tion.

From the following scripture we see how important it is to
God that the innermost things in man are revealed:

18

1.Cor.4.5  “Who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness,
and will make manifest the councils of the hearts.”

Perhaps the most wonderful enlightenment in these things
can be given us by the ending of the story of Joseph. Were we
not strangely touched to read that Joseph says to his brothers

Gen.45.7-8  who have sold him to Egypt: “And God sent me before you
lo preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives
by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me
hither, but God!” We see from this first of all that for Joseph
the council and wonderful thoughts of God exceeded by far
the sufferings of contempt and unrighteousness caused by
his brothers. Joseph saw in all these things the faithful hand
of his God, wherefore he did not accuse them at all of what
they had done outwardly. However, this does not mean that
Joseph declares his brothers not guilty, but as we learn from
Genesis 50. 20 that the deciding factor for their reproof was:

Gen.50.20  “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it
unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much
people alive.” This only reproof therefore applies to where
it is man’s doing: namely in the plannings of the heart. Why
did God take the evil plannings of the hearts of Joseph’s
brothers into his council? In order that their evil thoughts
are revealed, and at the same time God’s wisdom is made
manifest abundantly.

23) In this way both the evil thoughts and the goodness of God are revealed
in the one and selfsame happening.

The way Joseph dealt with the question of guilt, points to
us the way God looks at our guilt-question, and judges it,
and solvesit.

24) We shall find that the will of the thoughts of the heart is the starting-point
for the judgements of God.

25) God Himself does not judge or reproof according to what is outwardly
done or left undone. Even if someone does that which corresponds with
the council of God (in the good or bad sense), he may still be reproofed by
God, as God judges according to the attitude the person concerned takes
to that which had to come to pass.
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Isaiah 10.5+6 Let us first take a classical example of a political event.
Isaiah 10. We see here that the army of the Assyrian has to
punish the people of Israel with a cruel punishment. Out-
wardly the Assyrian acts out what the hand of God wants
and has determined. But this is no excuse for him before
God, for Jehova takes notice now of how the ruler of Assyria
means it and how he thinks in his heart while he executes
the cruel punishment, and what sort of deliberations caused
the king to act. Therefore we read in verse 7: “Howbeit he
meaneth not so, neither does his heart think so”, namely that
he should only be a rod in the hand of God for the punish-
ment of the people of Israel, “but it is in his heart to destroy
and cut off nations not a few”. The testimony of God takes

Isaiah 10.12  a further step when it says in verse 12: “When the Lord hath
performed His whole work upon mount Zion and on Jeru-
salem.” Now when the judgement on His beloved city is
passed, God turns His accusation against the king of Assyria
as follows:

26) “I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the
glory of his high looks.” The judgement of God against the Assyrian is by
no means based on that which had to happen according to the council of
God, and was executed by the King of Assyria, but God’s reproof begins
only at the plannings and deeds of the heart of the king,

although everything that happened outwardly was not only
a part of God’s council, but also strictly speaking the fruit

of the presumption of the heart of the king. This means
again, that the cruel judgement did not come into being in-
side God’s heart, but as a fruit ripening in the plannings of
the human heart and gets carried out with God’s permission
in accordance with his council.

The Spirit of God allows us to get a deep look into the king’s
deliberations: (verse 13)“By the strength of my hand / have
done it, and by my wisdom; for I am prudent: and 1 have re-
moved the bounds of the people, and have robbed their trea-
sures, and 1 have put down the inhabitants like a valiant
man.” Once again God asks (verse 15): “Shall the axe boast
itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw mag-
nify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should
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shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should
lift up itself, as if it were no wood.”

At this point we observe now the significant accusation of

Jesus against his beloved people. Again, his accusation is not

against anything they have done or left undone, but states
Luke 13.34  quite simply: “How often would I have gathered thy children

together, as a hen doth gather her brood under her wings, and

ye would not!” We remember that to will is the deed of the

heart and of the man, as long as he is an unbeliever. The re-
John 5.40 proof of Jesus begins again at this central point: “And ye will
1.Sam.16.7 not come to me”, says Jesus in John 5. 40.

27) The text in 1. Sam. 16 will appear to us now in a new light: “For the Lord
seeth not as a man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looketh on the heart.”

And this is what God does when He judges man. Similar

Deut. 8.2 words testify to the same in Deut. 8. 2: “And to prove thee to
know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep
his commandments (inside the heart) or no.” These testi-
monies bring to nought all our judgements in regard to our-
selves or other people as we can only judge on the basis of
what we see or hear.

In the wonderful words of Isaiah 11, where the Messiah is
described in his complete fulness of the Spirit, we find the
guide-line of the judgements of God, which is contrary to
Isaiah 11.3  our custom, namely: “And the Spirit of the Lord shall make
Him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord,” and,

28) ”He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the
hearing of His ears.”

According to what will He then judge? By examining the
heart! How well we would do to conform, so that we would
at least be able to judge a little more like God does!

29) How then shall we understand the many verses in the Bible where we read
that God shall judge man according to his works? God only judges the
outer works, if they are the fruit of the thoughts of the heart, or, in other
words: insofar as they are the works of the heart made manifest.

Furthermore, we recall how the earlier mentioned text in
the scripture where we saw that the strivings and imagina-
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tions and deliberations are before God real acts and hap-
penings. Therefore, a person does not need to have com-
mitted adultery or theft in order to be guilty before God, but

30) before God the evil work is already accomplished when it took place in the
thoughts of the heart.

Rom. 2.6 Here, in Romans, we find for example: “God will render to
every man according to his deeds.” That this also refers to the
inner deeds, we see from verse 16 of the same chapter, in
which Paul writes:

31) “that God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my
Gospel.”

How far we have removed from God’s standard, when we
again and again form a judgement on what we see before our
eyes or on what we hear!

When we consider the following trains of thought of Paul, we
will notice that God'’s reason, in relation to his judgements
and wrath to come, is found again and again at the plannings
Rom.2.5 of the heart, as also in verse 5 of this chapter, where we see

32) that a man treasures up unto himself wrath, not because of the outward
works he does or neglects, but because of his hard and impenitent heart.

Eph.4.18-19 Paul testifies the same, when he writes that the impenitence
of the heart is connected with man having given himself over
unto lasciviousness, which again is a deed of the heart. Here
we remind ourselves again that we should not judge until the

1.Cor.4.5  Lord has brought to light the hidden things, and revealed the
councils of the hearts.

2.Chron. 6.30 A further remarkable testimony we read in 2nd Chronicles,
where Solomon prays at the consecration of the magnificent
tgmple as follows (amongst other words):

33) “Then hear Thou from heaven Thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and ren-
der unto every man according unto all his ways, so as Thou knowest his
heart, for Thou only knowest the hearts of the children of men.”

Acts1.24 Here also the scripture says that God knows the hearts of all
1.Thess.2.4 men. Paul found it important to point out that he did not
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want to please men, but God, who trieth our hearts. God
Isaiah 65.2  sadly accuses his people Israel: “I have spread out my hands

all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way

that was not good, after their own thoughts.” Also the words
Jer.17.9-10 in Jeremiah 17 are very meaningful to us, when they say:

34) “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every
man according to his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.”

God'’s retribution here again is not according to the outward
ways of man, but to the proceedings in the “heart and reins”.
Reading the last words of verse 10, we can assume that with
God the outward ways are the fruit of the inner, hidden
deeds.

Outward doing or talking has little to do with our inner

Psalm 62.4  deeds, as we can clearly see from: “They delight in lies, they
bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly.” How good it
is that God does not look on what is on the outside, but what
is on the inside.

All instructions and testimonies in the Bible point to the one

Hebr. 4.12-13 thing we read in the letter to the Hebrews:
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing as-
sunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is
there any creature that is not manifest in His sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with whom
we have to do.”

Eccl.12.14  Solomon confirms the above words most adequately, for we
read: “For God shall bring every work whether it be good or
wether it be evil into judgement, over every secret thing.”

35) According to this, every deed on the outside, even if it is a good one, is
tested by God whether the motivation of hidden plannings was good or
not, and if a deed were evil according to the law, God will discern whether
the hidden root of the matter was evil or not.

Let us take an example: David and his men transgressed the
law when they ate the shewbread which only the priests were
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Matth. 12. 1-7

Matth. 23. 23

allowed to eat according to the law. We find that Jesus de-
clares David and his men to be guiltless and similarly He
declares his disciples to be guiltless who plucked the ears of
corn on the Sabbath-day. Also we read of David and his
men, that “their vessels were clean”. This surely means
nothing else but that the heart of David and of his men were
found to be sanctified and pure, through their faith, before
their heavenly judge, and before whom they were more
worthy to eat the shewbread than the priests with unclean
hearts.

Now we must admit that a Pharisee, who gives the tenth of
everything, also mint and cummin, and who fasts and prays
openly, does a lot of good works according to the law.

36) But as God does not look at these, but into the heart, which is full of evil
things, their “good works” condemn them all the more, because they use
them as a cloak for their inner disreputable mind.

Referring this to our day, we may say the following:
Supposing there is a noble Gentleman, who gives small and
large alms. Now the Spirit of God examines very thoroughly
what this person thinks or deliberates while he donates his
good gift. He could, for instance, without knowing it, do the
good works in order to prove the Bible wrong when it says:
“They have all gone astray, there is none that doeth good,
no, not one,” and does not realise that he proves the Bible
right while he tries to furnish proof against it. We do not
need to mention how many “good works” emerge from sel-
fish motives.

37) These in this same context established facts are all the more wonderful for
the Believer; for his heart is made clean through faith, and a new right Spir-
it is poured out within him, even the Spirit of God.
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Prov. 19.22

If now such a person stumbles in word or deed, God also
looks only into the heart, and He sees that it is willing and
longing to do only what is wellpleasing to God. Therefore
the words of Jesus: “The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak”
are not just a simple statement, but a comforting justifica-
tion before God, as we also read these important words in
the old testament: “The will of a man is his kindness.” And
now especially when we regard the words of Paul, we can

Rom. 8.26-27 have deep joy about how God meets us in our weakness:

“Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities; for we know
not what we should pray for as we ought,

38) but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered. And He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of
the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the

will of God.”

The Spirit of God does not judge our outer weakness, but
takes care of our weakness, because He knows that even
when we stumble, our innermost longing is for Christ.

39) Before God, the will to do good is already justified even if it is not yet ac-
complished. This is in any case the just opposite of the above many times
mentioned fact that God only accuses him who wants the evil or does not
want the good. This is also, as we know, the subject of Romans 7 and 8. 1.

Prov.4.23

How much the things of the heart are the centrepoint of
God’s judgement is seen again in the Proverbs of Solomon.
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life.” Is not this a wonderful explanation of how we should
understand the meaning and nature of the heart, according
to the word of God? The issues of life are more than the
source of life, it is not just the pumping-station for the blood-
circulation, but it is much rather the most hidden area of the
source of the spirit of man.

40) When we consider these words: “The Spirit is life” then the many testi-
monies in the Scriptures which refer to the heart as being the dwelling-
place of the Spirit, become important to us.

2.Cor.1.22
Rom. 8.27
Gal. 4.6

Eph.3.16-17

We think of texts like these: “Who has also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.”

“And He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is in the mind
of the Spirit.”

“And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his
Son into your hearts.”

“. .. to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” In the old
Testament we read these excellent words:
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Psalm 51.10  “Create in me a clean heart, oh God; and renew a right Spirit
within me.”
As we know that God is Spirit, and we are created after the
image of God, we can visualize what it means for man that
his heart is first of all the dwelling-place of the spirit of man.

41) The heart is now a dwelling-place and a vessel in the hand of God. He tilts
and turns it as He pleases. The contents of the heart and the plans which
come from man, then spill over, where, how and when God wants it.

Prov.21.1 “The kings heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of
water: He turneth it whithersoever He will.” And in Psalm 119
we read the same:

Psalm 119.36 “Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies, and not to covetous-
ness,” this latter being an inclining for the heart to be filled.

42) But also, the contents of the heart can be changed from the outside. God,
as well as Satan and other spiritual beings can put things into man’s heart:

“The Lord put into his heart” — or on the other hand:
“Satan having put it into the heart of Judas.”

43) Here it is important to take notice that in this case God especially only
judges according to what the person in question does with what has been
put inside his heart, and what his inner attitude towards it is.

To illustrate this more clearly, let us look at “the rivers of
water” in the form of an aquarium with water and little fish
inside. The container portrays the heart, the water and the
plants the contents, and the fish portray the thoughts and
plans of the will. Man represents God’s position: Man can
tilt the vessel or let it be, as he wishes, the fish still move
about regardless; if man puts something inside the aqua-
rium, the fish can take it or leave it: likewise, man can give
his opinion on what is put inside his heart.

44) And how is it with the impenitence or hardening of the heart? The hearts
can be hardened by man himself or by God.

Before we consider the history of King Pharaoh in regard to
his hardening of the heart, we shall take a look at a few other
verses in the Bible which show us that man hardens his heart
himself. Paul states
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45) that they have given themselves to lasciviousness through the fact that they
have hardened their hearts.

Acts 19.9 In Acts 19 we read: “But when some hardened themselves
and believed not.” The Bible reminds us again and again:
“Today, when ye hear His voice, harden not your hearts!”
This, too, confirms that man can with his mind and his heart
decide whether he is going to reject or accept the invitation
of God. Every rejection means a further hardening on the
way to a complete impenitence. When a man hardens his
heart more and more in a certain direction, God will give
him up so that his contradiction comes to fruition, as we read

Psalm 81.12 in Psalm 81. 12: “So I gave them up unto their own heart’s
lust; and they walked in their own counsels.” In verse 13 we
hear through God’s lament that the reason for their impeni-
tence is again: because Israel harkened not unto God.

46) There is a particular happening, which is seldom taken notice of, in the
gospel according to St. Mark, where even the disciples were hardened.
From this we learn the important truth that a hardened heart is by no
means the same as a final rejection by God.

Mark 6.52  Otherwise not one of the disciples could have been saved.
On the contrary, we shall see that a heart which is hardened
through unbelief is nearer to the possibility of being par-
doned than a person who lives in selfpleasing piety.

Rom. 9,22-23 There are vessels of wrath fitted to destruction, and vessels
of mercy afore prepared unto glory. Out of this context we
see that the vessels of wrath are impenitent hearts.

47) We however easily overlook that every vessel of mercy must first have
been a vessel of wrath; for God can only pardon a sinner or a person con-
demned.

Through the gift of faith, we have obtained mercy, we, who
Eph.2.3 in times past were not only the vessels of wrath, but the child-
ren of wrath, even as others. Therefore the same applies to
us, as it did with the disciples of Jesus: Our hearts by nature
were first of all hardened, too. How does hardening come
about? Because since our childhood, although we had the
law written into our hearts we did not always want to act in
accordance with this law and therefore failed to know God;
Rom.1.21  to glorify Him and to prais Him. God’s goodness and long-
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Rom. 2.4 suffering is upon all men, to lead them to repentance. In-
stead of accepting the kindness of God, I treasure up unto
myself wrath by the hardness and impenitent heart.

48) Here we will take note that God does not expect good works of a man who
is not born again, but simply penitence, that is, an honest confession of in-
ability and of being lost.

Prov.29.1  “He that, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall sud-
denly be destroyed, and that without remedy.” Here we see
again that the Spirit of God bears a vessel of wrath not only
with longsuffering, but also tries again and again to correct
the concerned with goodness and discipline. But if the per-
son in question turns away from God more and more, he
shall experience sudden destruction without healing. Here it
is important to note that “without remedy” applies to the
complete destruction of the hardened vessel. But this does
not say that in a case like this God can do nothing more him-
self as to the saving for eternity. For here also applies: “What
is not possible with man, is possible with God.” We remind
ourselves of the hardening of the disciples and of our own
position before attaining mercy. On the contrary, this text
shows us the purpose why God lets man become hardened
and why He himself seals the hardening that took place.

49) For it is a well known fact that, the harder a vessel, the less it takes to de-
stroy it with one blow. When a heart is broken and is in ruins, and the spirit
that lives within is crushed, then we may know for certain that God does
not despise such a heart, for it is written:

Psalm 51.17  “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a
contrite heart, oh God, thou wilt not despise”, and “Who
healeth the broken-hearted and bindeth up their wounds.

50) These testimonies bear witness to the fact that a hardened heart must go
through unsparing ruin before God’s overflowing grace can take effect.

It is the same God who changes the curse into a blessing,
through the power of that which the Son of God has accomp-
lished on Golgatha.

Prov.28.14  Here we have good advice how we can keep our hearts from
getting hardened: “Happy is the man that feareth the Lord
always: but he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mis-
chief.” This is as much as to say: Who fears continuously,
meaning, who therefore hides himself under the shadow of
the Almighty, cannot harden his heart, because the one
anulls the other. We remember here the words of Paul:
“Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”

51) That which a man begins to contrive softly in his heart, can through his self-
will get hardened to such an extent, that God on his part says: “Thou shalt
do it.” This then is the point of no return. God uses the vessels of mercy to
break on them to pieces the vessels of wrath.

It is worthwhile however, for the vessels of mercy to remem-
ber, that they too were once children or vessels of wrath, so
that they will be able to meet the yet unpardoned man in the
right attitude of heart.

Now we consider the history of Pharaoh in regard to his har-
Rom. 9 dening of the heart. Paul throws a certain light onto this sub-
ject. It is important to him to point out that in the end all
things are under the control of God. This being without un-
righteousness on behalf of God, when He decides what shall
come to pass or not. We see from the previously mentioned
things that God’s decision and the will of man do not exclude
one another, but each hasits place and order in the sum-total
Rom.9.19  council of God, and to the question: “Why does He yet find
fault?”, we learn from Paul’s more outward answer also a
more inward understanding of this seeming contradiction.

Exodus 4.21 Before Pharaoh knew of anything, God spoke to Moses,
when he kept the flocks of Jethro: “But I will harden his

Exodus 7.3  heart.” And again He repeats: “And I will harden Pharaoh’s
heart.” Now we can ask again: What can Pharaoh do if God
makes him stubborn and hard? But when we take note that
the both sentences mentioned above are only an anounce-
ment of what God shall do in the future, and that a report
about the development of the history of the hardening of
Pharaoh is not yet present, we are all the more eager to get
to know the outcome of these things. From the latter we can
clearly see that God does not overlook the attitude of heart
the man has whose heart He hardens.
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52) We find it significant that Pharaoh, when he was requested by Moses to let
the people go, he hardened himself seven times, exalted himself, and re-
sisted Moses, before it says for the first time in chapter 9: “And the Lord
hardened the heart of Pharaoh.”

Exodus 9.12 Again we read in verses 34 and 35 that the heart of Pharaoh
was hardened. Then God testifies to Moses that he gave

Exodus 10.1 Pharaoh the opportunity that would enable him to resist
what was in his heart. And further on Jehova hardens Pha-
raoh’s heart again several times namely also seven times.
From the story itself it is evident that Jehova hardens Pha-
raoh’s heart only after he had himself by his own will and
counsel completely hardened it. The before mentioned
words of Solomon in the Proverbs give us a striking picture

Prov.29.1 of this: “A man, being often reproved, hardeneth his neck,
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”

53) If God hardened the heart of Pharaoh, He only confirmed that which Pha-
raoh wanted himself. We could almost say God brought Pharaoh’s will to a
close, until He broke the hardened vessel into pieces with one blow.

This one blow was the death of all the firstborn in Egypt. Not
only did Pharaoh now give in to the will of God to let the peo-

Exod.12.31-32 ple go, he also said: “Go, serve the Lord”, and then also
came these moving words out of his mouth: “Be gone, and
bless me also!” And if nobody should hear this cry of Pha-
raoh, God did hear it to be the first cry for help from a
broken vessel. Neither did God forget that some time ago,
out of mercy, a daughter of Pharaoh drew Moses out of the
river Nile and brought him up as her son; for God one day
raised up a daughter of Pharaoh to be the wife of Solomon
above all in Israel.

Regarding the contexts up to now, man was seen as a descen-
dant of the fallen Adam, as also most of the times in the Pro-
verbs of Solomon.

54) Now we turn to the substantial difference which exists between the believ-
ing and unbelieving man. The most distinct sign is found again in the pro-
ceedings inside the heart.
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Stage 1:

Prov. 23.26

Psalm 51. 10

55) Stage2:

We can clearly distinguish three stages:

The Unbeliever: As we have seen can do, in the sphere
of his heart, exactly as he wants, but he can definitely not
bring to pass what he desires. His will is not caused by God;
God either allows him or disallows him his outward action.

How then can God make a believer out of this man? God’s
guidance brings him to the point where his selfwill breaks
down. This is how God causes in him the will to believe. And
only now does God dare with the hope of success to make
His wonderful request: “My Son, give me thine heart, and
let thine eyes observe my ways.” This is the change from not
believing to believing.

Now it happens that the person concerned can hardly grasp
the fact that God still wants his ruined heart. He is glad that
God accepts him all the same. He experiences now that he is
given a clean heart and a new, right Spirit within. He is now
happy that there are not only cleansing-agents for outward
spots and dirt, but that he has in the blood of Christ a God-
given remedy for the inner uncleanness, which he, as a child
of God, may use.

He now believes in God, but is still under the law. He can no
more do in his heart what he wants, because the Spirit of
God dwells in his heart now.

With his new mind and from the innermost sphere of his
heart he wants only the good, which pleases God. The new
Spirit in his heart is willing, but his old self, the flesh, is weak,
so that he is not able to do the good.

56) His will is now made effective by God, but unfortunately his old self still
as yet comes forward to accomplish it. For this reason, God does not yet
give him the strength to do the good, he will do.

Rom.7

This chapter testifies to these things. Up to verse 7, Paul
warns the believer to put himself not under the law. From
verse 7 to 14, Paul speaks of the negative use of the law. In
the following verses, Paul describes the sad state of the be-
liever who does not depend on the grace of God alone, but
does the things his heart desires him to do with the strength
of “his old” self (or as Paul says, of the “old man”), and the
law that was formerly written in his heart.
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57) Sin still lives in the flesh of the believer, too, and nothing that is good. Only
the inner man is renewed and is a complete new creature, here all has be-
come new. Because God looks at the heart only, He justifies the believerin
spite of his outward failures.

Stage 3:

Rom.8.1
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These verses show the unstable situation a believer is in, who
wants to please God according to the law. He himself with
his mind serves the law of God, but his flesh still serves the
law of sin (verse 25). It is important to see and to acknow-
ledge that Romans 7 speaks of the believer. So then we
thank God from our hearts that with these words we have
the proof how well, how completely He understands the
stresses and despair of the man who wants to live according
to the law; and herein lies the first step to walk in the Spirit,
that we, as believers, let ourselves be enlightened by God
through these paragraphs of Romans 7.

An unbeliever does not “delight in the law of God after the in-
ner man” (verse 22). The conscience merely tells him what is
good and what is evil and punishes his evil thoughts and de-
liberations.

An Unbeliever does not know that the law is spiritual (verse
14). He does not want to admit that in him, in his flesh,
dwelleth no good thing (verse 18), on the contrary, he rebels
against such a statement. The unbeliever cannot claim that it
is no longer him who accomplishes the evil for there is not a
new man inside him yet who could distance him from outer
events (verse 20). With the Unbeliever the evil is not on him
or by him, but lives inside him (verse 21). In Romans 7, the
Spirit of God sharply punishes the Believer who is under the
law, being in a split position. But He states again and again
that even so, God justifies this man, because he wants to,
with all his heart, do that which is wellpleasing unto God.
For only a believer can say spiritually of himself: “But I
died!” (In the conviction of the heart.)

Therefore we see in the first verse of the 8th chapter the won-
derful summary of the 7th chapter, being expressed in these
words: “There is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus.” As we read onin chapter 8, we are
led to stage three where the believer is set free from the law

Gal.5.18

and is taught to walk in the Spirit. Here it is important that
we know, “to be under the law” or “walk according to the
law” is exactly the opposite of “to walk in the Spirit.” For we
read: “But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the
law.”

58) With the man who now walks in the Spirit, God “may” now not only cause
the desire for the good, but also its accomplishment. This man believes the
Word in Romans 8. 10: “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because
of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.”

Rom. 6. 13

Rom. 6. 17

Gal. 5.16-17

Isaiah 10.15

From the body of his flesh he expects no longer anything ex-
cept the only thing that is possible for a doomed man: to de-
dicate his body as a holy sacrifice. When he does this with his
whole heart he will experience that God uses his now dead
members as tools of righteousness. For we (that is, the inner
spiritual man) may reckon ourselves, through God’s grace,
alive from the dead; but yielding our members as instru-
ments of righteousness unto God. Every “instrument” is
dead in itself, so is our body and our members. But every
dead tool can be used and operated by the living. This is
"that form of doctrine which was delivered us”, and, insofar
“we have obeyed from the heart,” then God himself shall
cause our will as well as the accomplishments in our lives.

Someone has said: “The impossible in our life, God does, but
the possible we have to do.* This sounds very pious and cor-
rect. But he who lives according to this advice, will not get
past Romans 7. The Spirit himself watches that the accomp-
lishment of his will does not take place, as long as a man
wants to act himself. (“. . . so that ye cannot do the things that
ye would.”) And here lies the sore point! Does it not seem
right and natural to us, if the unbelieving man says: “I have to
do my work,” and the believing woman: “I must do the

cooking, and not God!” Do we not recognize the lie and de-
lusion in this? For it is likewise as foolish as the axe which
says: “I have to split the wood,” or the saw: “It is up to me to
saw the wood!” The axe boasts itself against him who made it
and uses it, and the saw against him who saws with it. Who is
it that has made our hands so that we can work? Who gives us
continuous breath and strength so we can do things, even the
very smallest of them? When shall we with all our heart, to
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the full extent, believe that without Him we can’t do any-
thing? To the same extent we submit ourselves to this truth
of God, so shall we know for sure that nothing can approach
us or happen to us, unless our beloved Lord has allowed it.
And so we can rejoice, even if we are reviled.

59) Already in the Old Testament the wisdom of God recommends to us:

“Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy thoughts shall be established.”
So, exactly those things of which we think that they are our business, our
works, we should commit to our Lord, and give them over to Him; only
then they will be established.

Prov.16.3  Therefore, early every morning, we may ask: Lord, I com-
mit to Thee everything I have to do today, please establish it
for me. And behold, we shall be amazed, how God brings it
to pass through us and for us. This word also applies here:

Psalm37.5  “Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He
shall bring it to pass”, and verse 4: “Delight thyself also in the
Lord; and He shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”

The earlier mentioned saying should therefore undergo a
small, but most meaningful correction: “The impossible in
our life, God does, the possible he establishes through us.”

60) Accordingly, with the man who is led by the Spirit, God establishes both,
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the will and the accomplishment, the will to do good and the establishing of
it. And because it is none else than the almighty, holy God himself, who
does it, we should with fear and trembling watch that we do not stand in
His way.

Rom.9.16  The result of all this is summed up in this great Word: “Seo
then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy.”

For A:

a) The Unbeliever is given away by God to be broken by his
own wilfulness.

b) The willing man only wanted to believe, after God saw to
it, that he broke down through his selfwill. In this way, it
was God who established his desire to will. Not by any
means that God violates his will, but by letting him have
his will!

c) Even when a man wants to let himself be saved, or wants
to believe, his faith or his salvation still depends on wheth-
er God condescends to allow him to do so.

d) God takes pleasure in the one who is willing and who is
searching, but his salvation depends on whether God acts
ornot.

B:

a) Unbelievers and Believers can only run when God gives
them power and possibility to do it.

b) The Unbeliever can first of all only run into destruction,
because, although he knows about God, he does not want
to acknowledge God.

c¢) The Believer who is under the law, for a long time still act-
ually runs the way which he actually does not want to run.

d) The Believer, led by the Spirit, runs the way the Spirit
leads.

Therefore the salvation and the perfection does not de-
pend in either case on the one who is willing, nor on the
one who runs, but entirely on God.

61) The impenitence and disobedience of the heart, being ripe for judgement,

is man’s affair. But luckily, God decides to whatever proportion the re-
jection concerning himself takes place and not man himself.

Luke7.30  But just to those who rejected, the Lord Jesus says: “And ye

Matth. 23,37-39 would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I
say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say,
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord!”

According to this the rejection of the council causes judge-
ment and deferment, but by no means shall the council be
annulled.

Now if the council of God remains firm in spite of the evil
Rom.3.19  and the rejection on the part of man, how much more shall
Isaiah 45.23 the purpose of the grace of God, which He purposed in Him-
Eph.1.9-11 self, become established and remain for ever!

62) Among other things, the effect of the council of God is: “That every mouth

may be stopped and every knee shall bow before Him.”So then the council
of God flows into the magnificent, wide sea of His purpose, according to

35



36

His good pleasure, that He might gather together in one all things in
Christ, who is the head over all, and God shall be all in all!

Let us close with these verses from God’s Word:

Psalm 119.32 “I will run the way of Thy commandments, when Thou shalt
enlarge my heart.”

Phil. 4.6.7.  Be without narrow; but in everything by prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God; and the peace of God, which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”



